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While the number of potential 
incidental harassment takes will depend 
on the distribution and abundance of 
marine mammals in the area of site 
clearance operations, the number of 
potential harassment takings is 
estimated to be relatively small in light 
of the population size. NMFS 
anticipates the actual take of individuals 
to be lower than the numbers presented 
in the analysis because those numbers 
do not reflect either the implementation 
of the mitigation measures or the fact 
that some animals will avoid the sound 
at levels lower than those expected to 
result in harassment. 

In addition, no take by death and/or 
injury is anticipated, and the potential 
for temporary or permanent hearing 
impairment will be avoided through the 
incorporation of the required mitigation 
measures described in this document. 
This determination is supported by (1) 
the likelihood that, given sufficient 
notice through slow ship speed and 
ramp-up of the acoustic equipment, 
marine mammals are expected to move 
away from a noise source that it is 
annoying prior to its becoming 
potentially injurious; (2) TTS is unlikely 
to occur, especially in odontocetes, until 
levels above 180 dB re 1 microPa (rms) 
are reached; and (3) the fact that 
injurious levels of sound are only likely 
very close to the vessel. 

Proposed Authorization 
NMFS proposes to issue an IHA to 

AES for shallow hazard and site 
clearance surveys in Chukchi Sea 
between July and November 2008, 
provided the previously mentioned 
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting 
requirements are incorporated. 

Dated: April 22, 2008. 
James H. Lecky 
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. E8–9264 Filed 4–25–08; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that Dr. 
Kathryn A. Ono, Department of 

Biological Sciences, University of New 
England, Biddeford, ME, has been 
issued an amendment to scientific 
research Permit No. 10080. 

ADDRESSES: The amendment and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following office(s): 

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301)713–2289; fax (301)427–2521; and 

Northeast Region, NMFS, One 
Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA 
01930–2298; phone (978)281–9300; fax 
(978)281–9394. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Tammy Adams or Jaclyn Daly, 
(301)713–2289. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On 
February 11, 2008, notice was published 
in the Federal Register (73 FR 7715) 
that an amendment to Permit No. 10080, 
issued December 18, 2007 (72 FR 
72996), had been requested by the 
above-named individual. The requested 
amendment has been granted under the 
authority of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) and the regulations 
governing the taking and importing of 
marine mammals (50 CFR part 216). 

The amendment allows researchers to 
harass an additional 1000 gray seals 
(Halichoerus grypus) annually 
incidental to boat approaches to target 
seals on ledges and other haul outs. No 
other aspect of the permit or authorized 
research has been changed. The purpose 
of increasing the numbers of gray seals 
that may be harassed during boat 
approaches is to account for the 
increasing size of the gray seal 
population in the area. 

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a final 
determination has been made that the 
activity proposed is categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 
prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement. 

Dated: April 22, 2008. 

P. Michael Payne, 
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. E8–9256 Filed 4–25–08; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council’s (Council) 
Groundfish Allocation Committee 
(GAC) and Ad Hoc Groundfish Trawl 
Individual Quota Committee (TIQC) will 
hold working meetings, which are open 
to the public. 
DATES: The GAC will meet Tuesday, 
May 13, 2008, from 1 p.m. until 
business for the day is completed, and 
reconvene on Wednesday, May 14 and 
Thursday, May 15 at 8:30 a.m. each day 
until business for each day is 
completed. The TIQC will attend the 
GAC meeting and convene its meeting 
Thursday, May 15 upon adjournment of 
the GAC meeting. The TIQC will 
reconvene on Friday, May 16, 2008 at 
8:30 a.m. and continue until their 
business is completed. 
ADDRESSES: The GAC meeting will be 
held at the Embassy Suites Portland 
Airport, 7900 NE 82nd, Avenue 
Portland, OR 97220; telephone: (503) 
460–3000. The TIQC meeting will be 
held at the Pacific Fishery Management 
Council, Large Conference Room, 7700 
NE Ambassador Place, Suite 101, 
Portland, OR 97220–1384; telephone: 
(503) 820–2280. 

Council address: Pacific Fishery 
Management Council, 7700 NE 
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland, 
OR 97220–1384. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr. 
Jim Seger, Staff Officer; telephone: (503) 
820–2280. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
purpose of the GAC and TIQC meetings 
is to develop recommendations to the 
Council on a preferred trawl 
rationalization alternative scheduled to 
be sent out for public review after the 
Council’s June 2008 meeting. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in the meeting agenda may 
come before the Groundfish 
Management Team (GMT) or the 
Committee for discussion, those issues 
may not be the subject of formal GMT 
or Committee action during these 
meetings. GMT or Committee action 
will be restricted to those issues 
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specifically listed in this notice and any 
issues arising after publication of this 
notice that require emergency action 
under Section 305(c) of the Magnuson- 
Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act, provided the public 
has been notified of the Committee’s 
intent to take final action to address the 
emergency. 

Special Accommodations 

These meetings are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Ms. Carolyn Porter 
at (503) 820–2280 at least 5 days prior 
to the meeting date. 

Dated: April 23, 2008. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. E8–9189 Filed 4–25–08; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Assistant Secretary for 
Special Education and Rehabilitative 
Services proposes certain funding 
priorities for the Disability and 
Rehabilitation Research Projects and 
Centers Program administered by the 
National Institute on Disability and 
Rehabilitation Research (NIDRR). 
Specifically, this notice proposes four 
priorities for RRTCs. The Assistant 
Secretary may use these priorities for 
competitions in fiscal year (FY) 2008 
and later years. We take this action to 
focus research attention on areas of 
national need. We intend these 
priorities to improve rehabilitation 
services and outcomes for individuals 
with disabilities. 
DATES: We must receive your comments 
on or before May 28, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: Address all comments about 
these proposed priorities to Donna 
Nangle, U.S. Department of Education, 
400 Maryland Avenue, SW., Room 6029, 
Potomac Center Plaza (PCP), 
Washington, DC 20204–2700. If you 
prefer to send your comments through 

the Internet, use the following address: 
donna.nangle@ed.gov. 

You must include the priority title in 
the subject line of your electronic 
message. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Donna Nangle. Telephone: (202) 245– 
7462 or by e-mail: 
donna.nangle@ed.gov. 

If you use a telecommunications 
device for the deaf (TDD), you may call 
the Federal Relay Service (FRS) at 1– 
800–877–8339. 

Individuals with disabilities may 
obtain this document in an alternative 
format (e.g., Braille, large print, 
audiotape, or computer diskette) on 
request to the contact person listed 
under FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
notice of proposed priorities is in 
concert with President George W. 
Bush’s New Freedom Initiative (NFI) 
and NIDRR’s Final Long-Range Plan for 
FY 2005–2009 (Plan). Background 
information on the NFI can be accessed 
on the Internet at the following site: 
http://www.whitehouse.gov/infocus/ 
newfreedom. 

The Plan, which was published in the 
Federal Register on February 15, 2006 
(71 FR 8165), can be accessed on the 
Internet at the following site: http:// 
www.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/ 
nidrr/policy.html. 

Through the implementation of the 
NFI and the Plan, NIDRR seeks to: (1) 
Improve the quality and utility of 
disability and rehabilitation research; 
(2) foster an exchange of expertise, 
information, and training to facilitate 
the advancement of knowledge and 
understanding of the unique needs of 
traditionally underserved populations; 
(3) determine best strategies and 
programs to improve rehabilitation 
outcomes for underserved populations; 
(4) identify research gaps; (5) identify 
mechanisms of integrating research and 
practice; and (6) disseminate findings. 

Invitation To Comment 

We invite you to submit comments 
regarding these proposed priorities. To 
ensure that your comments have 
maximum effect in developing the 
notice of final priorities, we urge you to 
identify clearly the specific proposed 
priority or topic that each comment 
addresses. 

We invite you to assist us in 
complying with the specific 
requirements of Executive Order 12866 
and its overall requirement of reducing 
regulatory burden that might result from 
these proposed priorities. Please let us 
know of any further opportunities we 

should take to reduce potential costs or 
increase potential benefits while 
preserving the effective and efficient 
administration of the program. 

During and after the comment period, 
you may inspect all public comments 
about these proposed priorities in room 
6029, 550 12th Street, SW., PCP, 
Washington, DC, between the hours of 
8:30 a.m. and 4 p.m., Eastern time, 
Monday through Friday of each week 
except Federal holidays. 

Assistance to Individuals With 
Disabilities in Reviewing the 
Rulemaking Record 

On request, we will supply an 
appropriate aid, such as a reader or 
print magnifier, to an individual with a 
disability who needs assistance to 
review the comments or other 
documents in the public rulemaking 
record for these proposed priorities. If 
you want to schedule an appointment 
for this type of aid, please contact the 
person listed under FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT. 

We will announce the final priorities 
in one or more notices in the Federal 
Register. We will determine the final 
priorities after considering responses to 
this notice and other information 
available to the Department. This notice 
does not preclude us from proposing or 
using additional priorities, subject to 
meeting applicable rulemaking 
requirements. 

Note: This notice does not solicit 
applications. In any year in which we choose 
to use these proposed priorities, we invite 
applications through a notice in the Federal 
Register. When inviting applications we 
designate the priorities as absolute, 
competitive preference, or invitational. The 
effect of each type of priority follows: 

Absolute priority: Under an absolute 
priority, we consider only applications 
that meet the priority (34 CFR 
75.105(c)(3)). 

Competitive preference priority: 
Under a competitive preference priority, 
we give competitive preference to an 
application by either (1) awarding 
additional points, depending on how 
well or the extent to which the 
application meets the competitive 
preference priority (34 CFR 
75.105(c)(2)(i)); or (2) selecting an 
application that meets the competitive 
preference priority over an application 
of comparable merit that does not meet 
the priority (34 CFR 75.105(c)(2)(ii)). 

Invitational priority: Under an 
invitational priority, we are particularly 
interested in applications that meet the 
invitational priority. However, we do 
not give an application that meets the 
invitational priority a competitive or 
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