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statement (EIS) to disclose the
environmental effects of overstory and
understory canopy thinning, prescribed
burning, wildlife habitat enhancement,
and hazardous fuels reduction located
in the Main Boulder River drainage,
Gallatin National Forest, Big Timber
Ranger District, Sweet Grass County,
Montana.

The Gallatin National Forest Land and
Resource Management Plan (Forest
Plan) provides overall guidance for land
management activities, including
vegetation, natural fuels and road
management, within the area. The
proposed actions of overstory and
understory canopy thinning, prescribed
burning, and hazardous fuels reductions
are being considered together because
they represent either connected or
cumulative actions as defined by the
Council on Environmental Quality (40
CFR 1508.25). This EIS will tier to the
Gallatin Forest Plan Final EIS
(September, 1987) as well as the
Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness Fire
Management Guidebook (1993).

DATES: Written comments and
suggestions should be received on or
before December 6, 2002.

ADDRESSES: Submit written comments
and suggestions on the proposed
management activities or a request to be
placed on the project mailing list to Bill
Avey, District Ranger, Big Timber
Ranger District, Gallatin National Forest,
PO Box 1130, Big Timber, Montana,
59011-1130 (phone 406—-932—5155).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A variety
of fuel management treatments are
proposed on approximately 1000 acres
of forested land in the Main Boulder
River drainage.

The Gallatin Forest Plan provides the
overall guidance for management
activities in the potentially affected area
through its goals, objectives, standards
and guidelines, and management area
direction. The primary goals of this
project are to: (1) Reduce fuel loadings,
where possible, along the corridor, to be
more consistent with natural
presuppression levels; (2) reduce fire
hazard along the river corridor to
provide evacuation staging areas and the
maximum time possible for public
evacuation in the event of a wildfire;
and (3) provide maximum fire fighter
and public safety. Secondary goals
include improving wildlife habitat and
improving fire protection in the
wildland urban interface located within
the Main Boulder River drainage.

The project area consists of
approximately 2500 acres of National
Forest land located in T3S R12E, T4S
R12E, T5S R12XE, and T6S R12E P.M.
MT. The majority of the fuels treatments

would occur within the Main Boulder
River drainage and outside of the
Absaroka-Beartooth Wilderness Area.

The Forest Service will consider a
range of alternatives. One of these will
be the “no action” alternative, in which
none of the proposed activities would
be implemented. Additional alternatives
will examine varying levels and
locations for the proposed activities in
response to issues and other resource
values.

The EIS will analyze the direct,
indirect, and cumulative environmental
effects of the alternatives. Past, present,
and projected activities on both private
and National Forest lands will be
considered, including the effects caused
by recent and past harvesting and road
construction on public and private
lands. The EIS will disclose the analysis
of site-specific mitigation measures and
their effectiveness.

Public participation is an important
part of the analysis, commencing with
the initial scoping process (40 CFR
1501.7), which will occur during
October 2002. In addition to this initial
scoping, the public may visit Forest
Service officials at any time during the
analysis and prior to the decision. The
Forest Service will be seeking
information, comments, and assistance
from Federal, State, and local agencies
and other individuals or organizations
who may be interested in or affected by
the proposed action. No public meetings
are scheduled at this time.

Comments from the public and other
agencies will be used in preparation of
the Draft EIS. The scoping process will
be used to:

1. Identify potential issues.

2. Identify issues to be analyzed in
depth.

3. Eliminate insignificant issues or
those which have been covered by a
relevant previous environmental
analysis, such as the Gallatin Forest
Plan EIS.

4. Identify alternatives to the
proposed action.

5. Identify potential environmental
effects of the proposed action and
alternatives (i.e., direct, indirect, and
cumulative effects.

6. Determine potential cooperating
agencies and task assignments.

The Draft EIS is expected to be filed
with the Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) and available for public
review in October 2004. At that time,
the EPA will publish a Notice of
Availability of the Draft EIS in the
Federal Register. The comment period
on the Draft EIS will be 45 days from the
date the EPA’s notice of availability
appears in the Federal Register. It is
very important that those interested in

management of the Main Boulder River
project area participate at that time. The
Final EIS is scheduled to be completed
by December 2004.

The Forest Service believes, at this
early stage, it is important to give
reviewers notice of several court rulings
related to public participation in the
environmental review process. First,
reviewers of draft environmental impact
statements must structure their
participation in the environmental
review of the proposal so that it is
meaningful and alerts an agency to the
reviewer’s position and contentions.
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. V.
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 533 (1978). Also,
environmental objections that could be
raised at the draft environmental impact
statement stage but that are not raised
until after completion of the final
environmental impact statement may be
waived or dismissed by the courts. City
of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016,
1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin
Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp.
1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of
these court rulings, it is very important
that those interested in this proposed
action participate by the close of the 30-
day scoping comment period so that
substantive comments and objections
are made available to the Forest Service
at a time when it can meaningfully
consider them and respond to them in
developing issues and alternatives. To
assist the Forest Service in identifying
and considering issues, comments
should be as specific to this proposal as
possible. Reviewers may wish to refer to
the Council on Environmental Quality
Regulations for implementing the
procedural provisions of the National
Environmental Policy Act at 40 CFR
1503.3 in addressing these points.

I am the responsible official for this
environmental impact statement. My
address is Big Timber Ranger District,
PO Box 1130, Big Timber, MT 59011~
1130.

Dated: October 16, 2002.
William Avey,
District Ranger.
[FR Doc. 02—28150 Filed 11-5-02; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Columbia County Resource Advisory
Committee (RAC)

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the authorities in
the Federal Advisory Committees Act
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(Pub. L. 92—-463), the Columbia County
Resource Advisory Committee (RAC)
will meet on November 4, 2002 in
Dayton, Washington. The purpose of the
meeting is to discuss future RAC actions
including the consideration of possible
Title II projects under Public Law 106—
393, H.R. 2389, the Secure Rural
Schools and Community Self-
Determination Act of 2000, also called
the “Payments to States” Act.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
November 4, 2002 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the U.S. Post Office, 202 S. 2nd St.,
Dayton, Washington.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.:
Monte Fujishin, Designated Federal
Official, USDA, Umatilla National
Forest, Pomeroy Ranger District, 71
West Main Street, Pomeroy, WA 99347.
Phone: (509) 843—-1891.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
meeting will focus on Title II project
proposals. The meeting is open to the
public. Public input opportunity will be
provided and individuals will have the
opportunity to address the committee at
the time.

Dated: October 30, 2002.
Monte Fujishin,
Designated Federal Official.
[FR Doc. 02—-28137 Filed 11-5-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Agenda and Notice of Public Meeting
of the California Advisory Committee

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to
the provisions of the rules and
regulations of the U.S. Commission on
Civil Rights, that a planning meeting
with briefing of the California Advisory
Committee to the Commission will

convene at 10 a.m. and adjourn at 3 p.m.

on Friday, November 22, 2002, at the
Family Center, 3355 Gage Avenue,
Huntington Park, California 90255. The
Committee will meet with the
Huntington Park city officials to discuss
the grievance procedure by employees
and the complaint process by the
citizens of Huntington Park.

Persons desiring additional
information, or planning a presentation
to the Committee, should contact Philip
Montez, Director of the Western
Regional Office, 213-894-3437 (TDD
213-894-3435). Hearing-impaired
persons who will attend the meeting
and require the services of a sign
language interpreter should contact the
Regional Office at least ten (10) working
days before the scheduled date of the
meeting.

The meeting will be conducted
pursuant to the provisions of the rules
and regulations of the Commission.

Dated at Washington, DC, October 31,
2002.

Ivy L. Davis,

Chief, Regional Programs Coordination Unit.
[FR Doc. 02—28191 Filed 11-5-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6335-01-P

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Agenda and Notice of Public Meeting
of the Vermont Advisory Committee

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to
the provisions of the rules and
regulations of the U.S. Commission on
Civil Rights, that a planning and town
hall meeting of the Vermont Advisory
Committee to the Commission will
convene at 2 p.m. and recess at 3 p.m.
(planning session); reconvening at 3
p-m. and adjourning at 8 p.m. (town hall
meeting) on Wednesday, November 20,
2002, at the Contois Auditorium,
Burlington City Hall, 149 Church Street,
Burlington, Vermont 05401. The
Advisory Committee will hold a
planning meeting to prepare for future
town hall meetings to be held in various
regions of the State. The Committee will
then hold a town hall meeting with
parents, public agency officials,
educators, and community leaders to
discuss efforts to address racism and
harassment of minorities in Vermont
public schools and communities.

Persons desiring additional
information, or planning a presentation
to the Committee, should contact Marc
Pentino of the Eastern Regional Office,
202-376-7533 (TDD 202—-376—8116).
Hearing-impaired persons who will
attend the meeting and require the
services of a sign language interpreter
should contact the Regional Office at
least ten (10) working days before the
scheduled date of the meeting.

The meeting will be conducted
pursuant to the provisions of the rules
and regulations of the Commission.

Dated at Washington, DC, October 31,
2002.

Ivy L. Davis,

Chief, Regional Programs Coordination Unit.
[FR Doc. 02—28190 Filed 11-5-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6335-01-P

COMMISSION ON CIVIL RIGHTS

Agenda and Notice of Public Meeting
of the Wyoming Advisory Committee

Notice is hereby given, pursuant to
the provisions of the rules and
regulations of the U.S. Commission on

Civil Rights, that a symposium of the
Wyoming Advisory Committee to the
Commission will convene at 1:30 p.m.
and adjourn at 8 p.m. on Friday,
November 22, 2002, at the Beta House,
PO Box 3972, University of Wyoming,
Laramie, Wyoming 82071. The
Committee will conduct a symposium
on education issues affecting minority
and at-risk students in the Wyoming
public secondary schools.

Persons desiring additional
information, or planning a presentation
to the Committee, should contact, John
Dulles, Director of the Rocky Mountain
Regional Office, 303—866—1040 (TDD
303-866—1049). Hearing-impaired
persons who will attend the meeting
and require the services of a sign
language interpreter should contact the
Regional Office at least ten (10) working
days before the scheduled date of the
meeting.

The meeting will be conducted
pursuant to the provisions of the rules
and regulations of the Commission.

Dated at Washington, DC, October 31,
2002.

Ivy L. Davis,

Chief, Regional Programs Coordination Unit.
[FR Doc. 02—-28192 Filed 11-5-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6335-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce has
submitted to the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
chapter 35).

Agency: National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST).

Title: NIST Three-Year Generic
Request for Customer Service-Related
Data Collections.

Form Number(s): None.

OMB Approval Number: 0693—-0031.

Type of Review: Regular submission.

Burden Hours: 3,022.

Number of Respondents: 12,000.

Average Hours Per Response: The
average response time is expected to be
less than 30 minutes; less than 2
minutes for a response card; and 2 hours
for focus group participation.

Needs and Uses: NIST conducts
surveys, focus groups, and other
customer satisfaction/service data
collections. The collected information is
needed and will be used to determine
the kind and the quality of products,
services, and information our key
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