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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains documents other than rules or
proposed rules that are applicable to the
public. Notices of hearings and investigations,
committee meetings, agency decisions and
rulings, delegations of authority, filing of
petitions and applications and agency
statements of organization and functions are
examples of documents appearing in this
section.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
collection requirement(s) to OMB for
review and clearance under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13. Comments are
requested regarding: whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; ways to enhance the
quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; and ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Comments regarding this information
collection received by December 13,
2024 will be considered. Written
comments and recommendations for the
proposed information collection should
be submitted within 30 days of the
publication of this notice on the
following website www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain. Find this
particular information collection by
selecting ““Currently under 30-day
Review—Open for Public Comments” or
by using the search function.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to
the collection of information unless it

displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

Economic Research Service

Title: Corn and Soybean Grower
Survey.

OMB Control Number: 0536-NEW.

Summary of Collection: 0536—-NEW.
The proposed data collection will use a
survey of corn and soybean farmers in
the Midwestern U.S. to study farmers’
preferences for participating in
programs that support cover cropping
and gather new information about
current cover cropping practices. The
survey will use questions on contract
enrollment to examine how contract
flexibility, ease of applying, payments,
and other aspects of cover crop
contracts affect farmers’ willingness to
enroll their corn and soybean fields in
cover crop programs. Results will be
compared between farmers with no
history of cover cropping in Federal
programs and those who have cover
cropped in Federal Programs.

Need and Use of the Information:
USDA agencies are interested in
supporting the long-run adoption of
climate smart conservation practices
such as cover crops. There are multiple
Federal, state, and private programs that
support planting cover crops. This study
will provide information about current
use of cover crops as well as what
influences participation on programs for
cover crops. Data will be used for
research purposes and only reported in
the aggregate. The information provided
by this study will benefit farmers, non-
governmental organizations, and
industry stakeholders as well as
policymakers and program managers at
the local, State, Tribal, and National
levels.

Description of Respondents:
Individuals.

Number of Respondents: 2,500.

Frequency of Responses: One time.

Total Burden Hours: 2,411 hours.

Levi S. Harrell,

Departmental Information Collection
Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 2024-26252 Filed 11-12—24; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3410-18-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service

[Docket No. APHIS-2023-0022]

Movement of Organisms Modified or
Produced Through Genetic
Engineering; Notice of Additional
Modifications Exempt Plants Can
Contain

AGENCY: Animal and Plant Health
Inspection Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: We are adding modifications
a plant may contain and qualify for
exemption from regulations governing
movement of organisms modified or
produced using genetic engineering
because the modifications are
achievable through conventional
breeding. An earlier notice proposed
five types of modifications. Based on a
review of public comments, we have
been able to streamline and simplify our
description of these modifications and
are now finalizing two additional
modifications a plant can contain and
qualify for exemption. This action
updates and clarifies the types of
modifications that can be made to plants
that qualify for exemption to reflect
advances in science and technology,
and what is achievable through
conventional breeding methods to
facilitate the application of
biotechnology for the development of
New Crops.

DATES: The APHIS website will be
updated with these additional
modifications on November 13, 2024.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Neil Hoffman, Science Advisor,
Biotechnology Regulatory Services,
APHIS, 4700 River Road, Unit 78,
Riverdale, MD 20737-1238;
Neil.E.Hoffman@usda.gov; (301) 851—
3877.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
regulations in 7 CFR part 340 govern the
movement (importation, interstate
movement, or release into the
environment) of certain organisms
modified or produced through genetic
engineering. The U.S. Department of
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