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Endangered Species Act

Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) requires that each
Federal agency insure that any action it
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not
likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of any endangered or
threatened species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of
designated critical habitat. To ensure
ESA compliance for the issuance of
THAs, NMFS consults internally
whenever we propose to authorize take
for endangered or threatened species.

NMFS is proposing to authorize take
of humpback whale (Central America
and Mexico Distinct Population
Segments), sei whale, fin whale, blue
whale, sperm whale, and Guadalupe fur
seal which are listed under the ESA.

The Permits and Conservation
Division has requested initiation of
section 7 consultation with the
Interagency Cooperation Division for the
issuance of this IHA. NMFS will
conclude the ESA consultation prior to
reaching a determination regarding the
proposed issuance of the authorization.

Proposed Authorization

As aresult of these preliminary
determinations, NMFS proposes to issue
an IHA to SIO for conducting a marine
geophysical survey in the Cascadia
Subduction Zone in the Northeast
Pacific Ocean, provided the previously
mentioned mitigation, monitoring, and
reporting requirements are incorporated.
A draft of the proposed IHA can be
found at: https://www.fisheries.
noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-
protection/incidental-take-
authorizations-research-and-other-
activities.

Request for Public Comments

We request comment on our analyses,
the proposed authorization, and any
other aspect of this notice of proposed
THA for the proposed marine
geophysical survey. We also request
comment on the potential renewal of
this proposed IHA as described in the
paragraph below. Please include with
your comments any supporting data or
literature citations to help inform
decisions on the request for this IHA or
a subsequent renewal THA.

On a case-by-case basis, NMFS may
issue a one-time, 1-year renewal THA
following notice to the public providing
an additional 15 days for public
comments when (1) up to another year
of identical or nearly identical activities
as described in the Description of
Proposed Activity section of this notice
is planned or (2) the activities as
described in the Description of

Proposed Activity section of this notice
would not be completed by the time the
IHA expires and a renewal would allow
for completion of the activities beyond
that described in the Dates and Duration
section of this notice, provided all of the
following conditions are met:

o A request for renewal is received no
later than 60 days prior to the needed
renewal IHA effective date (recognizing
that the renewal IHA expiration date
cannot extend beyond 1 year from
expiration of the initial [HA).

e The request for renewal must
include the following:

(1) An explanation that the activities
to be conducted under the requested
renewal IHA are identical to the
activities analyzed under the initial
IHA, are a subset of the activities, or
include changes so minor (e.g.,
reduction in pile size) that the changes
do not affect the previous analyses,
mitigation and monitoring
requirements, or take estimates (with
the exception of reducing the type or
amount of take).

(2) A preliminary monitoring report
showing the results of the required
monitoring to date and an explanation
showing that the monitoring results do
not indicate impacts of a scale or nature
not previously analyzed or authorized.

e Upon review of the request for
renewal, the status of the affected
species or stocks, and any other
pertinent information, NMFS
determines that there are no more than
minor changes in the activities, the
mitigation and monitoring measures
will remain the same and appropriate,
and the findings in the initial ITHA
remain valid.

Dated: July 17, 2025.
Shannon Bettridge,

Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-13687 Filed 7-18-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XF049]

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council (MAFMC); Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council’s Mackerel, Squid,

and Butterfish Monitoring Committee
will hold a public meeting.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
Tuesday, July 29, 2025, from 1:30 p.m.—
2:30 p.m. For agenda details, see
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
via webinar. Connection information
will be posted to the Council’s calendar
prior to the meeting at www.mafmec.org.
Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, 800 N. State
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901;
telephone: (302) 674—-2331;
www.mafmec.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, telephone: (302)
526-5255.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s
Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish
Monitoring Committee will meet via
webinar on Tuesday, July 29, 2025, from
1:30 p.m. until 2:30 p.m. The purpose
of this meeting is for the Monitoring
Committee to develop recommendations
regarding the management of Illex squid
for 2026—2028 annual specifications.
More information on this fishery is
available at https://www.mafmc.org/
msb.

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Shelley Spedden, (302) 526-5251 at
least 5 days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 17, 2025.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-13659 Filed 7-18-25; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XF032]

Endangered Species; File No. 27918

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; issuance of permit.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Kristen Hart, Ph.D., U.S. Geological
Survey, Wetlands and Aquatic Research
Center, 3321 College Avenue, Davie, FL
33314, has been issued a permit to take
green (Chelonia mydas), Kemp’s ridley


https://www.mafmc.org/msb
https://www.mafmc.org/msb
http://www.mafmc.org
http://www.mafmc.org
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-protection/incidental-take-authorizations-research-and-other-activities
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-protection/incidental-take-authorizations-research-and-other-activities
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(Lepidochelys kempii), loggerhead
(Caretta caretta), and hawksbill
(Eretmochelys imbricata) sea turtles for
purposes of scientific research.
ADDRESSES: The permit and related
documents are available for review
upon written request via email to
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Amy Hapeman or Erin Markin, Ph.D.,
(301) 427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On April
30, 2025, notice was published in the
Federal Register (90 FR 17911) that a
request for a scientific research permit
to take sea turtles had been submitted
by the above-named individual. The
requested permit has been issued under
the authority of the Endangered Species
Act of 1973, as amended (ESA; 16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) and the regulations
governing the taking, importing, and
exporting of endangered and threatened
species (50 CFR parts 222-226).

The permit authorizes sea turtle
research at study sites across the
northern Gulf of America, Atlantic
Ocean, and U.S. Virgin Islands.
Researchers may capture sea turtles by
hand, dip net, strike net, tangle net, cast
net, or trawl and perform the following
procedures prior to release:
measurements, biological sampling,
temporary marking, photographs,
instrument attachments, tracking, and
weighing. In addition, in lieu of directed
captures, researchers may perform these
methods on animals legally caught
during relocation trawling efforts. The
permit takes effect on October 1, 2025,
and is valid for 10 years.

Issuance of this permit, as required by
the ESA, was based on a finding that
such permit (1) was applied for in good
faith, (2) will not operate to the
disadvantage of such endangered or
threatened species, and (3) is consistent
with the purposes and policies set forth
in section 2 of the ESA.

Dated: July 17, 2025.

Shannon Bettridge,

Chief, Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle
Conservation Division, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-13686 Filed 7-18-25; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; issuance of permit.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XF031]
Marine Mammals; File No. 28931

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that a
permit has been issued to Passion
Planet, 33—-34 Rathbone Place, London,
W1T 1JN, United Kingdom (Responsible
Party: David Allen) to conduct
commercial and educational
photography of marine mammals.

ADDRESSES: The permit and related
documents are available for review
upon written request via email to
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Amy Hapeman, (301) 427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On May
23, 2025, notice was published in the
Federal Register (90 FR 22063) that a
request for a permit to conduct
commercial and educational
photography had been submitted by the
above-named applicant. The requested
permit has been issued under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) and the regulations
governing the taking and importing of
marine mammals (50 CFR part 216).

The permit authorizes the permit
holder to film marine mammals feeding
on menhaden in the New York Bight for
a three-part documentary series.
Filmmakers may observe and collect
footage of humpback whales (Megaptera
novaeangliae), short-beaked common
dolphins (Delphinus delphis),
bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops
truncatus), Risso’s dolphins (Grampus
griseus), and gray seals (Halichoerus
grypus) from a vessel, underwater with
a pole cam, and via an unmanned
aircraft system. The permit is valid
through July 31, 2027.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a final
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Dated: July 16, 2025.
Shannon Bettridge,

Chief, Marine Mammal and Sea Turtle
Conservation Division, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-13583 Filed 7—18-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—XE967]

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to
Specified Activities; Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental to Ferndale
Refinery Dock Maintenance and Pile
Replacement Project Activities in
Ferndale, Washington

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; request for comments on
proposed renewal incidental harassment
authorization.

SUMMARY: NMFS received a request from
Phillips 66 for the renewal of their
currently active incidental harassment
authorization (IHA) (hereinafter, the
“initial IHA”’) to take marine mammals
incidental to Ferndale Refinery Dock
Maintenance and Pile Replacement
Activities in Ferndale, Washington.
Activities described in the initial IHA
will not be completed prior its
expiration. IHA Renewal activities are
nearly identical to those covered in the
initial authorization. Pursuant to the
Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA), prior to issuing the initial
IHA, NMFS requested comments on
both the proposed IHA and the potential
for renewing the initial IHA if certain
requirements were satisfied. The
renewal requirements have been
satisfied, and NMFS is now providing
an additional 15-day comment period to
allow for any additional comments on
the proposed renewal not previously
provided during the initial 30-day
comment period.

DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than August 5,
2025.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be
addressed to the Permits and
Conservation Division, Office of
Protected Resources, National Marine
Fisheries Service, and should be
submitted via email to ITP.Gatzke@
noaa.gov. Electronic copies of the
original application, renewal request,
and supporting documents (including
NMFS Federal Register notices of the
original proposed and final
authorizations, and the previous IHA),
as well as a list of the references cited
in this document, may be obtained
online at: https://www.fisheries.
noaa.gov/permit/incidental-take-
authorizations-under-marine-mammal-
protection-act. In case of problems
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