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Table 5 (South). Continued

1/ "South” means 40°10' N. lat. to the U.S.-Mexico border. 40°10° N. lat. is about 20 nm south of Cape Mendocino, CA.
2/ Yellowtail rockfish is included in the trip limits for minor shelf rockfish and POP is included in the trip limits for minor slope rockfish.
3/ "Other flatfish” means all flatfish at 50 CFR 660.302 except those in this Table 5 with species specific management measures, including trip limits.
4/ The size limit for lingcod is 24 inches (61 cm) total length.
5/ Closed means that it is prohibited to take and retain, possess, or land the designated species in the time or area indicated. See IV. A.(7).
6/ Other fish are defined at 50 CFR 660.302, as those groundfish species or species groups for which there is no trip limit, size limit, quota, or harvest guideline.
7/ The "Rockfish Conservation Area” is a gear and/or sector specific closed area generally described by depth contours, but specifically defined by

lat./long. coordinates set out at IV. A.(17)(f), that may vary seasonally.
To convert pounds to kilograms, divide by 2.20462, the number of pounds in one kilogram.

5. In section IV., under D.
Recreational Fishery, paragraphs (2)(a)

and (b) are revised to read as follows:
* * * * *

(2) Oregon.

(a) Seasons, closed areas. Recreational
fishing for groundfish is open from
January 1 through December 31 in all
areas, except that from June 1 through
September 30 and from November 1
through December 31, recreational
fishing for groundfish is prohibited
seaward of a recreational RCA boundary
line approximating the 40—fm (73—m)
depth contour, subject to the provisions
in paragraph IV.D.(2)(b). Coordinates for
the boundary line approximating the
40—fm (73-m) depth contour are listed
in section IV.A.(17)(f). Recreational
fishing for all groundfish may be
prohibited inseason seaward of a
boundary line approximating the 30—fm
(55—m) depth contour. If a boundary
line approximating the 30—fm (55—m)
depth contour is implemented inseason,
a document will be published in the
Federal Register pursuant to the
requirements of the APA. Coordinates
for the boundary line approximating the
30—fm (55—m) depth contour are listed
in section IV.A.(17)(f).

(b) Bag limits, size limits. The bag
limits for each person engaged in
recreational fishing in the EEZ seaward
of Oregon are 10 marine fish per day,
which excludes salmon, tuna, perch
species, sturgeon, sanddabs, lingcod,
greenling, cabezon, all rockfish (except
yellowtail rockfish outside 40—fm
during October 1 through 31), striped
bass and baitfish (herring, smelt,
anchovies and sardines), but which
includes yellowtail rockfish (outside of
a boundary line approximating the 40—
fm depth contour, as described in
paragraph D.(2)(a), during October 1
through 31 only) and other groundfish
species (including sablefish and
flatfish). Taking and retaining all
rockfish (except yellowtail rockfish),
greenling, cabezon, and lingcod is

prohibited. During the all-depth
recreational fisheries for Pacific halibut,
vessels with halibut on board may not
take and retain, possess or land
yelloweye rockfish or canary rockfish.

* * * * *

Classification

These actions are authorized by the
Pacific Coast groundfish FMP and its
implementing regulations, and are based
on the most recent data available. The
aggregate data upon which these actions
are based are available for public
inspection at the Office of the
Administrator, Northwest Region,
NMEF'S, (see ADDRESSES) during business
hours.

The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA, finds good cause to
waive the requirement to provide prior
notice and opportunity for public
comment on this action pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(3)(B). Providing prior
notice and comment on the inseason
adjustments would be impracticable
because the data upon which these
recommendations were based were
provided to the Pacific Council at its
September 12-17, 2004, meeting in San
Diego, CA. As described below, there
was not sufficient time after that
meeting to draft this document and
undergo proposed and final rulemaking
before these regulations are supposed to
be effective, October 1, 2004. Many of
the previously scheduled RCAs for the
October through December period are
more liberal (smaller) than the RCAs
contained in this inseason action. The
delay required by notice and comment
would allow sufficient fishing time so
that most participants in the fishery
could fish in areas with a higher
encounter rate of darkblotched and
canary rockfish, both of which are
projected to exceed their 2004 OYs,
before this inseason action would be in
effect. Therefore, for the actions to be
implemented in this document to
reduce mortality of darkblotched and

canary rockfish, providing prior notice
and opportunity for comment would be
impracticable because it would take too
long, thus impeding the Agency’s
function of managing fisheries to
approach without exceeding the OYs for
federally managed species.

Adjustments to management measures
in this inseason action include changes
to the management measures for the
limited entry groundfish fisheries and
Oregon’s recreational fishery. Changes
to limited entry trawl trip limits
implemented with this inseason action
are a mix of more conservative and more
liberal trip limits than previously
scheduled. More liberal trip limits, such
as for DTS (Dover sole, thornyheads,
and sablefish) complex species must be
implemented in a timely manner to
allow fishermen continued harvest
opportunities throughout the year for
species that are tracking below their
OYs and in areas where there is
minimal impact to overfished species.
More conservative trip limits, such as
for minor slope rockfish, minor shelf
rockfish, and arrowtooth flounder, and
bycatch caps for the whiting fishery
must be implemented in a timely
manner to keep harvest of those species
within their 2004 OYs and/or to allow
the fisheries to continue throughout the
year.

For these reasons, good cause also
exists to waive the 30—-day delay in
effectiveness requirement under 5
U.S.C. 553 (d)(3).

These actions are taken under the
authority of 50 CFR 660.323(b)(1) and
are exempt from review under Executive
Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 1, 2004.
Alan D. Risenhoover,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 04-22477 Filed 10-1-04; 3:51 pm]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 031124287-4060-02; I.D.
093004F]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in the
Western Aleutian District of the Bering
Sea and Aleutian Islands

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Atka mackerel in the Western
Aleutian District of the Bering Sea and
Aleutian Islands management area
(BSAI). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the 2004 total
allowable catch (TAC) of Atka mackerel
in this area.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), October 3, 2004, through
2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2004.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Josh
Keaton, 907-586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
BSAI exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for the Groundfish Fishery of the
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Area
(FMP) prepared by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Regulations governing fishing by
U.S. vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2004 TAC specified for Atka
mackerel in the Western Aleutian
District of the BSAI is 19,111 metric
tons (mt) as established by the 2004
harvest specifications for groundfish of
the BSAI (69 FR 9242, February 27,
2004).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2004 TAC for Atka
mackerel in the Western Aleutian
District will soon be reached. Therefore,
the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 19,000 mt, and is setting
aside the remaining 111 mt as bycatch
to support other anticipated groundfish
fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed

fishing allowance has been reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Atka mackerel in the
Western Aleutian District of the BSAIL

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such a requirement
is impracticable and contrary to the
public interest. This requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest as it would prevent NMFS from
responding to the most recent fisheries
data in a timely fashion and would
delay the closure of the directed fishery
for Atka mackerel in the Western
Aleutian District of the BSAL

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30—day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
the reasons provided above for waiver of
prior notice and opportunity for public
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20
and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: September 30, 2004.

Alan D. Risenhoover,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 04-22478 Filed 10-1-04; 3:29 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

[Docket No. 031125292-4061-02; I.D.
093004E]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical
Area 630 of the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMF'S is prohibiting directed
fishing for pollock in Statistical Area
630 of the Gulf of Alaska (GOA). This
action is necessary to prevent exceeding
the 2004 pollock total allowable catch
(TAC) for Statistical Area 630 of the
GOA.

DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.l.t.), October 2, 2004, through
2400 hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2004.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: ]Osh
Keaton, 907-586—7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.

The 2004 allowance of the pollock
TAC in Statistical Area 630 of the GOA
is 14,040 metric tons (mt) as established
by the final 2004 harvest specifications
for groundfish of the GOA (69 FR 9261,
February 27, 2004).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS, has determined that the 2004
allowance of the pollock TAC in
Statistical Area 630 will soon be
reached. Therefore, the Regional
Administrator is establishing a directed
fishing allowance of 13,950 mt, and is
setting aside the remaining 90 mt as
bycatch to support other anticipated
groundfish fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance has been reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for pollock in Statistical
Area 630 of the GOA.

After the effective date of this closure
the maximum retainable amounts at 50
CFR 679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time
during a trip.

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
(AA), finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest. This requirement is
impracticable and contrary to the public
interest as it would prevent NMFS from
responding to the most recent fisheries
data in a timely fashion and would
delay the closure of the 2004 pollock
TAC in Statistical Area 630.

The AA also finds good cause to
waive the 30—day delay in the effective
date of this action under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon
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