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ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[FRL–6871–8]

Regulatory Reinvention (XL) Pilot
Projects

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice of availability of Anne
Arundel County Landfill Project XL
Draft Final Project Agreement.

SUMMARY: EPA is today requesting
comments on a draft Project XL Final
Project Agreement (FPA) for Anne
Arundel County, Severn, Maryland.
DATES: The period for submission of
comments on the draft EPA ends on
September 29, 2000.
ADDRESSES: All comments on the draft
Final Project Agreement should be sent
to: Ms. Sherri Walker, U.S. EPA, 1200
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW (1802),
Washington, DC 20460. Comments may
also be faxed to Sherri Walker at (202)
260–3125. Comments will also be
received via electronic mail sent to
walker.sherri@epa.gov.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
obtain a copy of the draft Final Project
Agreement, contact: Charles Howland,
US EPA, Region 3 (3RC41), 1650 Arch
Street, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
19103, or Sherri Walker, US EPA, Mail
Code 1802, Ariel Rios Building, 1200
Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Washington,
D.C. 20460. The FPA and related
documents are also available via the
Internet at the following location:
‘‘http://www.epa.gov/ProjectXL’’. In
addition, project documents are located
at EPA Region 3, at 1650 Arch Street,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 19103.
Questions to EPA regarding the
documents can be directed to Charles
Howland at (215) 744–2331 or Sherri
Walker at (202) 260–4295. Additional
information on Project XL, including
documents referenced in this notice,
other EPA policy documents related to
Project XL, application information, and
descriptions of existing XL projects and
proposals, is available via the Internet at
‘‘http://www.epa.gov/ProjectXL’’.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FPA
is a voluntary agreement developed by
Anne Arundel County, the State of
Maryland, and EPA. Project XL,
announced in the Federal Register on
May 23, 1995 (60 FR 27282), gives
regulated entities the opportunity to
develop alternative strategies that will
replace or modify specific regulatory
requirements on the condition that they
produce greater environmental benefits.
If implemented, some of the superior
environmental benefits that Anne

Arundel County expects to achieve with
this project include: rapid waste
biodegradation and stabilization;
improved leachate quality; increased gas
yield and capture; reduction in the
potential for uncontrolled releases of
leachate to contaminate the
groundwater, or gas to contaminate the
air during the post-closure phase
(should a containment system failure
occur); increased lifespan of the landfill
resulting in less need for construction of
additional landfills; and reduced post-
closure costs.

The terms and conditions pertaining
to this XL pilot project are contained in
the draft Final Project Agreement (FPA),
on which EPA is requesting comment
today. The draft FPA sets forth the
intentions of EPA, Anne Arundel
County, and the State of Maryland with
regard to the implementation of the
project and the expected benefits. After
review of the comments received during
the public comment period and revision
of the FPA, as appropriate, the FPA will
be signed by representatives from the
EPA, the State of Maryland, and Anne
Arundel County.

The legal implementing mechanism
for this project will be a site-specific
rule. The draft rule is scheduled for
publication in the Federal Register for
public review and comment in
November 2000. The proposed rule
would be ‘‘conditional’’ and would
depend on implementation of the
alternative design proposed today. Upon
completion of the rulemaking, this
design would be enforceable in the same
way that current RCRA standards for
landfills are enforceable to ensure that
management of nonhazardous solid
waste is performed in a manner that is
protective of human health and the
environment. The Final Project
Agreement and the site-specific rule
will not in any way affect the provisions
or applicability of any other existing or
future regulations.

Dated: September 13, 2000.

Elizabeth A. Shaw,
Director, Office of Environmental Policy
Innovation.
[FR Doc. 00–24013 Filed 9–15–00; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

[FRL–6871–5]

Notice of Availability of
Recommendations From the Task
Force on Agricultural Air Quality
Regarding Agricultural Burning and
Voluntary Measures; Solicitation of
Comments

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Notice of availability.

SUMMARY: The purpose of this notice is
to provide the public with an
opportunity to comment on the
Agricultural Air Quality Task Force
(AAQTF) recommendations regarding
an air quality policy on agricultural
burning and on a voluntary (incentive
based) control measures policy to
address RACM/BACM requirements for
particulate matter (PM) nonattainment
areas. Section 391 of the 1996 Federal
Agriculture Improvement and Reform
Act (FAIR) directs the Chief of the
Natural Resource Conservation Service
(NRCS) of the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) to establish a task
force to address agricultural air quality
issues. The AAQTF includes
representation from agricultural
producers, air quality researchers,
agricultural industry representatives,
medical researchers and State air quality
and USDA staff. On November 10, 1999,
the AAQTF forwarded a series of
recommendations to the USDA in
response to implementing provisions of
the Clean Air Act and the concerns of
agricultural producers to retain the valid
use of fire as a management tool in
support of agricultural production. In
February 2000, Secretary Glickman
forwarded these recommendations to
EPA Administrator Browner as written
for consideration in the development of
future policies impacting agricultural
burning. The recommendations provide
guidance on reducing air pollution
impacts caused by burning in support of
agricultural production. It identifies a
two-tier approach to the regulation of
agricultural burning by Agricultural
Burning Managers. Along with these
recommendations the AAQTF also
submitted recommendations to the
Administrator related to a voluntary
(incentive based) control measures
policy to address RACM/BACM
requirements for agricultural operations
in PM nonattainment areas.

The EPA is seeking public comment
on both sets of AAQTF
recommendations as it prepares to begin
developing policies to address the air
quality impacts of agricultural burning
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