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notified of the intent to take final action
to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is accessible to people
with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary
aids should be directed to the South
Atlantic Fishery Management Council
office (see ADDRESSES) at least 5
business days prior to the meeting.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: November 7, 2019.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2019-24625 Filed 11-12-19; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XV128]

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council (MAFMC); Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council’s Surfclam and
Ocean Quahog Committee (Committee)
will hold a public meeting.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
Monday, December 2, 2019, from 9 a.m.
until 12:30 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
via webinar. Details on the proposed
agenda, connection information, and
briefing materials will be posted at the
MAFMC’s website: www.mafme.org.
Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, 800 N State
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901;
telephone: (302) 674—2331;
www.mafmec.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, telephone: (302)
526-5255.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Mid-
Atlantic Fishery Management Council’s
Surfclam and Ocean Quahog Committee
will meet to review the Atlantic
Surfclam and Ocean Quahog Excessive
Shares Amendment prior to formal
action by the Council. In addition, if
appropriate, the Committee will
recommend preferred alternatives for

the Council to consider. An agenda and
background documents will be posted at
the Council’s website (www.mafmc.org)
prior to the meeting. The meeting is
physically accessible to people with
disabilities. Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aid
should be directed to M. Jan Saunders,
(302) 5265251, at least 5 days prior to
the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: November 7, 2019.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2019-24624 Filed 11-12-19; 8:45 am]
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Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; Alaska Region
Gear Identification Requirements

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing
effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
comment on proposed and/or
continuing information collections, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995.

DATES: To ensure consideration, written
or on-line comments must be submitted
on or before January 13, 2020.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Adrienne Thomas, PRA Officer,
NOAA, 151 Patton Avenue, Room 159,
Asheville, NC 28801 (or via the internet
at PRAcomments@doc.gov). All
comments received are part of the
public record. Comments will generally
be posted without change. All
Personally Identifiable Information (for
example, name and address) voluntarily
submitted by the commenter may be
publicly accessible. Do not submit
Confidential Business Information or
otherwise sensitive or protected
information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information
should be directed to Gabrielle Aberle,
National Marine Fisheries Service, P.O.
Box 21668, Juneau, AK 99802—1668.
Telephone (907) 586-7228.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Abstract

This request is for extension of a
currently approved information
collection.

Regulations pertaining to gear
markings are set forth at 50 CFR part
679 and in the annual management
measures published in the Federal
Register pursuant to 50 CFR 300.62.
This information collection contains the
following gear identification
requirements for participants in the
groundfish fisheries in the Exclusive
Economic Zone off Alaska and for
vessels using longline pot gear to fish
for individual fishing quota (IFQ)
sablefish in the Gulf of Alaska (GOA).

Marker Buoys

All hook-and line, longline pot, and
pot-and-line marker buoys carried on
board or used by any vessel regulated
under 50 CFR part 679 must be marked
with the vessel’s Federal Fisheries
Permit number or Alaska Department of
Fish and Game vessel registration
number. Regulations that marker buoys
be marked with identification
information are essential to facilitate
fisheries enforcement and actions
concerning damage, loss, and civil
proceedings. The ability to link fishing
gear to the vessel owner or operator is
crucial to enforcement of regulations.

Longline Pot Gear Vessel Registration
and Tags

A vessel owner using longline pot
gear to fish for IFQ) sablefish in the GOA
must annually register their vessel with
the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) and be assigned pot tags for that
vessel. Each pot tag is printed with a
unique serial number for identification,
and is specific to the IFQ regulatory area
to which the tag is registered and where
the pot gear will be fished. A valid pot
tag must be securely attached to each
pot used to fish for IFQ sablefish in the
GOA.

Vessel owners submit the form
“Vessel Registration and Request for
IFQ Sablefish Pot Gear Tags” to
annually register their vessels and to
request new pot tags if a vessel does not
have previously issued tags. Tags
assigned to a vessel in previous years
are valid as long as the tag can be
secured to a pot and the serial number
is legible. Vessel owners submit the
form ‘“Request for Replacement of
Longline Pot Gear Tags” if previously
issued tags need to be replaced.

NMFS requires all vessel operators
using longline pot gear in the GOA
sablefish IFQ fishery to complete
logbooks (see OMB Control Numbers
0648—-0213). When the number of pots
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