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This section of the FEDERAL REGISTER
contains notices to the public of the proposed
issuance of rules and regulations. The
purpose of these notices is to give interested
persons an opportunity to participate in the
rule making prior to the adoption of the final
rules.

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food and Nutrition Service

7 CFR Part 272

[Docket No. FNS—2025-0006]

RIN 0584—-AF19

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance

Program: Rescission of Changes to
Civil Rights Data Collection Methods

AGENCY: Food and Nutrition Service
(FNS), Department of Agriculture
(USDA).

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: FNS is proposing to rescind
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program: Revision of Civil Rights Data
Collection Methods regulations, issued
as a final rule on December 14, 2023.

DATES: Comments must be received
within 30 days of publication of this
document in the Federal Register.

ADDRESSES: Comments must be
submitted through the Federal
eRulemaking portal at http://
www.regulations.gov and should
reference the docket number and the
date and page number of this issue of
the Federal Register. All comments
submitted in response to this document
will be included in the record and will
be made available to the public. Please
be advised that the identity of
individuals or entities submitting
comments will be made public on the
internet at the address provided above.
A plain language summary of this notice
of proposed rule is available at https://
www.regulations.gov in the docket for
this rulemaking.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
James C. Miller, Administrator, Food
and Nutrition Service, at (703) 305—
2060, or James.Miller@usda.gov with a
subject line of “RIN 0584-AF19”.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: FNS is
proposing to rescind revisions to
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP) regulations that cover
collecting and reporting race and

ethnicity data by State agencies on
persons receiving benefits from SNAP
adopted by FNS on December 14, 2023,
via 88 FR 86563, with an effective date
of February 12, 2024, and codified in 7
CFR part 272. The regulation removed
regulatory language that provides an
example that State agencies might
collect race and ethnicity data by
observation (also referred to as ““visual
observation”) when participants do not
voluntarily provide the information on
the application form. Further, it
prohibited using visual observation as a
data collection method for race and
ethnicity.

We propose to rescind the rule and
seek comment on that proposal.

Procedural Matters
Executive Orders 12866 and 14192

As with the rule proposed for
rescission, this rule does not meet the
criteria of a ““significant regulatory
action” under Executive Order 12866, as
supplemented by Executive Order
13563 and updated by Executive Order
14094. Therefore, the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) has not
reviewed this rule under those orders.

This regulation is not an E.O. 14192
regulatory action.

Regulatory Flexibility Act

Under the Regulatory Flexibility Act
(as amended by the Small Business
Regulatory Enforcement Fairness Act
(SBREFA) of 1996; 5 U.S.C. 601 et seq.),
whenever a Federal agency is required
to publish a notice of rulemaking for
any proposed or final rule, it must
prepare and make available for public
comment a regulatory flexibility
analysis that describes the effect of the
rule on small entities (i.e., small
businesses, small organizations, and
small government jurisdictions). FNS
has concluded and hereby certifies that
this rule will not have a significant
economic impact on a substantial
number of small entities.

Unfunded Mandates Reform Act

This rule does not contain Federal
mandates (under the regulatory
provisions of Title II of the UMRA) for
State, local and Tribal governments, or
the private sector of $100 million or
more in any one year. Thus, the rule is
not subject to the requirements of
sections 202 and 205 of the UMRA.

Executive Order 13175

Executive Order 13175 requires
Federal agencies to consult and
coordinate with Tribes on a
government-to-government basis on
policies that have Tribal implications,
including regulations, legislative
comments or proposed legislation, and
other policy statements or actions that
have substantial direct effects on one or
more Indian Tribes, on the relationship
between the Federal Government and
Indian Tribes, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities between the
Federal Government and Indian Tribes.
FNS has determined that this rule has
no intended impact on Tribal nations.

Paperwork Reduction Act

In accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501—
3520), an agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information,
unless the collection displays a
currently valid Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) control number. This
proposed rule is deregulatory and so
would not impose any additional
information collection requirements.

E-Government Act Compliance

The Department is committed to
complying with the E-Government Act,
2002 to promote the use of the internet
and other information technologies to
provide increased opportunities for
citizen access to Government
information and services, and for other
purposes.

Federalism Summary Impact Statement

The proposed rule is deregulatory and
has little effect on States and local
governments, so FNS anticipates that
this rule will not have implications for
federalism. Therefore, under Section
6(b) of the Executive Order, a federalism
summary is not required. States and
local governments are invited to
comment if they believe a federalism
summary is necessary.

List of Subjects in 7 CFR Part 272

Civil rights, Claims, Grant programs—
social programs, Reporting and
recordkeeping requirements,
Unemployment compensation, Wages.

Accordingly, the Food and Nutrition
Service proposes to amend 7 CFR part
272 as follows:
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PART 272—REQUIREMENTS FOR
PARTICIPATING STATE AGENCIES

m 1. The authority citation for Part 272
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 2011-2036.

m 2. Amend § 272.6 by revising
paragraph (g) to read as follows:

§272.6 Nondiscrimination compliance.
* * * * *

(g) Data collection. The State agency
must obtain racial and ethnic data on
participating households in the manner
specified by FNS. The application form
must clearly indicate that the
information is voluntary, that it will not
affect the eligibility or the level of
benefits, and that the reason for the
information is to assure that program
benefits are distributed without regard
to race, color, or national origin. The
State agency must develop alternative
means of collecting ethnic and racial
data on households, such as by
observation during the interview, when
the information is not provided
voluntarily by the household on the

application form.
* * * * *

James C. Miller,

Administrator.

[FR Doc. 2025-08797 Filed 5-15-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-30-P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

10 CFR Part 205
[DOE-HQ-2025-0019]

RIN 1901-AB69

Application for Authorization To

Transmit Electric Energy to a Foreign
Country

AGENCY: Grid Deployment Office;
Department of Energy (DOE).

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
and request for comments.

SUMMARY: DOE is proposing to amend
existing provisions regarding
authorization to transmit electric energy
to a foreign country.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before July 15, 2025.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
encouraged to submit comments using
the Federal eRulemaking Portal at
www.regulations.gov under docket
number DOE-HQ-2025-0019. Follow
the instructions for submitting
comments. The docket for this proposed
rule, which includes Federal Register
notices, comments, and other

supporting documents and materials, is
available for review at
www.regulations.gov. All documents in
the docket are listed in the
www.regulations.gov index. However,
not all documents listed in the index
may be publicly available, such as
information that is exempt from public
disclosure. The docket web page can be
found at www.regulations.gov/docket/
DOE-HQ-2025-0019. The docket web
page contains instructions on how to
access all documents, including public
comments, in the docket, as well as a
summary. In accordance with 5 U.S.C.
553(b)(4), a summary of this proposed
rule may be found at
www.regulations.gov, under the docket
number.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
David Taggart, U.S. Department of
Energy, Office of the General Counsel,
GGC—1, 1000 Independence Avenue SW,
Washington, DC 20585-0121.
Telephone: (202) 586-5281. Email:
DOEGeneralCounsel@hgq.doe.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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I. General Discussion

DOE is proposing to amend the
application process codified in 10 CFR
205.300 through 309. Statutory
authority for these sections can be found
at 16 U.S.C. 824(e) which establishes
that no person shall transmit any
electric energy from the United States to
a foreign country without first having
secured an order of the Secretary
authorizing it to do so. Extensive
regulations established in response to 16
U.S.C. 824(e), which are now also out of
date, impose economic, administrative
and procedural burdens on applicants.
Such burdens impede private enterprise
and entrepreneurship and run contrary
to the President’s goal of unleashing

American energy. Executive Order
(E.O.) 14154.

Further, Executive Order 14192,
Unleashing Prosperity Through
Deregulation, explicitly makes it “‘the
policy of the executive branch . . . to
alleviate unnecessary regulatory
burdens placed on the American
people.” Such burdens “are often
difficult for the average person or
business to understand, as they require
synthesizing the collective meaning not
just of formal regulations but also rules,
memoranda, administrative orders,
guidance documents, policy statements,
and interagency agreements that are not
subject to the Administrative Procedure
Act, further increasing compliance costs
and the risk of costs of non-
compliance.” Id. The Secretary is
therefore proposing to reduce regulatory
burden wherever possible.

Accordingly, DOE proposes to amend
the aforementioned sections to reduce
burden and remove out of date
requirements while simultaneously
bolstering American energy dominance
by increasing exports and subsequently
the reliance of foreign nations on
American energy. The amended rule
will simply allow applicants to include
information the applicant deems
relevant to such an authorization for
consideration by the DOE under the
Federal Power Act. DOE will endeavor
to expeditiously approve applications.
DOE seeks comment on all aspects of
that proposal, including but not limited
to the prior rule’s consistency with
statutory authority and the Constitution,
national security, whether the prior
rules are out of date, the prior rule’s
costs and benefits, and the prior rule’s
effect on small business,
entrepreneurship and private enterprise.

II. Procedural Issues and Regulatory
Review

A. Review Under Executive Order 12866

Executive Order (“E.O.”’) 12866,
“Regulatory Planning and Review,”
requires agencies, to the extent
permitted by law, to (1) propose or
adopt a regulation only upon a reasoned
determination that its benefits justify its
costs (recognizing that some benefits
and costs are difficult to quantify); (2)
tailor regulations to impose the least
burden on society, consistent with
obtaining regulatory objectives, taking
into account, among other things, and to
the extent practicable, the costs of
cumulative regulations; (3) select, in
choosing among alternative regulatory
approaches, those approaches that
maximize net benefits; (4) to the extent
feasible, specify performance objectives,
rather than specifying the behavior or
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