>
GPO,

83074

Federal Register/Vol. 65, No. 251/Friday, December 29, 2000/ Notices

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Linda Tribby, Departmental Quarters
Program Manager, telephone (202) 219-
0728.

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION:

Title: Private Rental Survey.

OMB Control Number: 1084-NEW
(replaces OMB No. 1006—0009).

Bureau Form Number: OS—2000 and
0S-2001 (replace Bureau of
Reclamation Forms 7-2226 and 7—
2227).

Abstract: Public Law 88-459
authorizes Federal agencies to provide
housing for Government employees
under specified circumstances. In
compliance with OMB Circular A—45
(Revised), Rental and Construction of
Government Quarters, a review of
private rental market housing rates is
required at least once every 5 years to
ensure that the rental, utility charges,
and charges for related services to

occupants of Government Furnished
Quarters (GFQ) are comparable to
corresponding charges in the private
sector. To avoid unnecessary
duplication and inconsistent rental
rates, PAM conducts housing surveys in
support of quarters management
programs for the Departments of the
Interior (DOI), Agriculture, Commerce,
Defense, Justice, Transportation,
Treasury, Health and Human Services,
and Veterans Affairs. DOI's Bureau of
Reclamation previously performed these
information collections under the
currently approved OMB Control No.
1006—0009. This collection of
information provides data that helps
DOI as well as other Federal agencies to
manage GFQ in compliance with the
requirements of OMB Circular A—45
(Revised). If the collection activity were
not performed, there would be no basis

RESPONSE BURDEN CHART

for determining open market rental costs
for GFQ.

On August 18, 2000, we published a
Federal Register notice (65 FR 50555—
50556) with the required 60-day
comment period announcing that we
would submit this collection of
information to OMB for approval. We
received no comments in response to
the notice.

Frequency of Collection: We survey
each of 16 regions every third year,
surveying five to six regions each year.

Description of Respondents:
Individual property owners and small
businesses or organizations (real estate
managers, appraisers, or property
managers).

Estimated Annual Responses: 5,279.

Estimated Annual Reporting and
Recordkeeping “Hour” Burden: 1,046
hours (refer to burden chart). There are
no recordkeeping requirements.

Number of Hours per
Form no. reNsurgﬁgrer?tfs responses per Troetgl ggsngsl response Burden hours

p respondent p (in minutes)
OS—2000 ....ooeiiiieiieie e 4,979 1 4,979 12 996
OS—2001 .ooiiiiieieiiiie et 300 1 300 10 50
TOLAI e 5279 | i 5279 | i 1,046

Estimated Annual Reporting and
Recordkeeping “Non-Hour Cost”’
Burden: None.

Comments: The PRA (44 U.S.C. 3501,
et seq.) provides that an agency may not
conduct or sponsor, and a person is not
required to respond to, a collection of
information unless it displays a
currently valid OMB control number.
Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the PRA
requires each agency “* * * to provide
notice * * * and otherwise consult
with members of the public and affected
agencies concerning each proposed
collection of information * * *”
Agencies must specifically solicit
comments to:

(a) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the agency to perform its duties,
including whether the information is
useful;

(b) Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information;

(c) Enhance the quality, usefulness,
and clarity of the information to be
collected; and,

(d) Minimize the burden on the
respondents, including the use of
automated collection techniques or
other forms of information technology.

If you wish to comment in response
to this notice, send your comments
directly to the office listed under the
ADDRESSES section of this notice. The
OMB has up to 60 days to approve or
disapprove the information collection
but may respond after 30 days.
Therefore, to ensure maximum
consideration, OMB should receive
public comments by January 29, 2001.

PAM Information Collection
Clearance Officer: Debra E. Sonderman,
(202) 208-6352.

Dated: December 20, 2000.

Debra E. Sonderman,

Director, Office of Acquisition and Property
Management.

[FR Doc. 00-33307 Filed 12—-28-00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4310-RF-U

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Receipt of Application for an Incidental
Take Permit by Hancock Natural
Resource Group, Inc. for Silvicultural
Activities in Crenshaw and Covington
Counties, Alabama

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice.

Hancock Natural Resource Group, Inc.
(Applicant) has requested an incidental
take permit (ITP) pursuant to section
10(a)(1)(B) of the Endangered Species
Act of 1973 (U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), as
amended (Act). The Applicant
anticipates taking the threatened Red
hills salamander (Phaeognathus
hubrichti) over the next 30 years
incidental to forest management for
timber production, road construction,
and timber harvest. The anticipated take
and measures to minimize and mitigate
these takings will occur on 3,561 acres
of the Applicant’s properties in
Crenshaw and Covington counties,
Alabama. Absolute levels of incidental
take can only be estimated based on
projected population densities in
various habitats in relation to proposed
activities in those habitats. The
applicant estimates that up to 400
salamanders may be taken. Incidental
take will comprise harm resulting from
habitat modification or direct physical
injury or death.

To minimize and mitigate for taking
of salamanders, the Applicant will
survey by habitat types to classify
management units for expected
salamander density. The intensity of
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silvicultural activities (i.e., harvest rates,
site preparation) will then be
proportionately greater in habitats with
little or no expectation of salamander
occurrence. The best salamander
habitats, approximately 25 acres, will be
left un-harvested. A more detailed
description of the mitigation and
minimization measures to address the
effects of the Project to the Red hills
salamander is provided in the
Applicant’s Habitat Conservation Plan
(HCP). These measures are outlined in
the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section
below. The Service has determined that
the Applicant’s proposal, including the
proposed mitigation and minimization
measures, will individually and
cumulatively have a minor or negligible
effect on the species covered in the
HCP. Therefore, the ITP is a “low effect”
project and would qualify as a
categorical exclusion under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), as
provided by the Department of Interior
Manual (516 DM2, Appendix 1 and 516
DM 6, Appendix 1).

The Service announces the
availability of the HCP and our
determination of Categorical Exclusion
for the incidental take application.
Copies of the HCP and Service
supporting documents may be obtained
by making a request to the Regional
Office (see ADDRESSES). Requests must
be in writing to be processed. This
notice is provided pursuant to Section
10 of the Act and NEPA regulations (40
CFR 1506.6).

The Service specifically requests
information, views, and opinions from
the public via this Notice on the federal
action, regarding the adequacy of the
HCP as measured against the Service’s
ITP issuance criteria found in 50 CFR
Parts 13 and 17.

If you wish to comment, you may
submit comments by any one of several
methods. Please reference permit
number TE029614-0 in such comments.
You may mail comments to the
Service’s Regional Office (see
ADDRESSES). You may also comment via
the internet to “david_dell@fws.gov”.
Please submit comments over the
internet as an ASCII file avoiding the
use of special characters and any form
of encryption. Please also include your
name and return address in your
internet message. If you do not receive
a confirmation from the Service that we
have received your internet message,
contact us directly at either telephone
number listed below (see FURTHER
INFORMATION). Finally, you may hand
deliver comments to either Service
office listed below (see ADDRESSES). Our
practice is to make comments, including
names and home addresses of

respondents, available for public review
during regular business hours.
Individual respondents may request that
we withhold their home address from
the administrative record. We will
honor such requests to the extent
allowable by law. There may also be
other circumstances in which we would
withhold from the administrative record
a respondent’s identity, as allowable by
law. If you wish us to withhold your
name and address, you must state this
prominently at the beginning of your
comments. We will not; however,
consider anonymous comments. We
will make all submissions from
organizations or businesses, and from
individuals identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses, available
for public inspection in their entirety.
DATES: Written comments on the permit
application, supporting documentation,
and HCP should be sent to the Service’s
Regional Office (see ADDRESSES) and
should be received on or before January
29, 2001.
ADDRESSES: Persons wishing to review
the application, supporting
documentation, and HCP may obtain a
copy by writing the Service’s Southeast
Regional Office, Atlanta, Georgia.
Documents will also be available for
public inspection by appointment
during normal business hours at the
Regional Office, 1875 Century
Boulevard, Suite 200, Atlanta, Georgia
30345 (Attn: Endangered Species
Permits), or Field Supervisor, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, PO Drawer 1190,
Daphne East Office Plaza, Suite A, 2001
Highway 98, Daphne, Alabama 36526—
6578. Written data or comments
concerning the application, or HCP
should be submitted to the Regional
Office. Please reference permit number
TE029614-0 in requests of the
documents discussed herein.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: MTr.
David Dell, Regional HCP Coordinator,
(see ADDRESSES above), telephone: 404/
679-7313, facsimile: 404/679-7081; or
Ms. Barbara Allen, Fish and Wildlife
Biologist, Daphne Field Office, Alabama
(see ADDRESSES above), telephone: 334/
441-5181.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Red
hills salamander is endemic to Alabama,
and was listed in 1976 as a threatened
species due to historic silvicultural
practices, and habitat loss and
fragmentation. Typical habitat of the
Red hills salamander is moist, steep to
moderately steep ravine slopes and bluff
faces in mature, upland mixed
hardwood and pine forest.

Of the 3,561 acres that would be
covered by the ITP, only an estimated

200 acres offer potential habitat for the
Red hills salamander. The HCP
classifies potentially occupied
salamander habitat into three categories:
optimal, moderately suitable, and
marginal. Optimal habitats are bluffs
and ravines with a 27-degree angle slope
or greater, or other extensive areas of
steep slopes that are underlain by the
Tallahatta geologic formation, and are
dominated by deciduous trees. No
timber harvest will be permitted in
optimal habitats. Current area estimates
are subject to change as additional
information is obtained, but such
habitat comprises an estimated 25 acres.

Moderately suitable habitats are areas
of 18 to 27-degree slope within either
the Tallahatta or Hatchetigbee geologic
formations, and with naturally
occurring mixed hardwood/pine and
pine/hardwood forest types. Siltstone
outcroppings may or may not be
evident. These habitats may receive
increased levels of selective cutting
(followed by natural regeneration of tree
species characteristic of Red Hills
salamander habitat), provided total
hardwood canopy cover is not reduced
to less than 65 percent. Moderately
suitable habitats comprise an estimated
100 acres.

Marginally suitable to unsuitable
habitats within the Tallahatta or
Hatchetigbee geologic formations occur
immediately adjacent to optimal or
moderately suitable habitats with
naturally occurring mixed hardwood/
pine or pine hardwood forest types;
siltstone may or may not be evident.
Normal silviculture practices will be
done in these areas including
clearcutting, select tree harvest,
chemical and mechanical site
preparation, planting, and prescribed
burning. Estimated marginally suitable
habitat within the Hancock property
covered by the ITP is 75 acres.

Under section 9 of the Act and its
implementing regulations, ‘“‘taking” of
endangered and threatened wildlife is
prohibited. However, the Service, under
limited circumstances, may issue
permits to take such wildlife if the
taking is incidental to and not the
purpose of otherwise lawful activities.
The Applicant has prepared an HCP as
required for the incidental take permit
application.

The biological goal of the Applicant’s
HCP is long term preservation of Red
hills salamander population levels on
optimal habitat, and to maintain a
population on moderately suitable
habitats over the 30-year term of the
ITP. Conversion of natural forest to pine
plantation within a minimum of 50 feet
of occupied or potentially occupied
habitat will be avoided. The following
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management actions will be
incorporated to minimize incidental
take:

1. Clearcutting will be avoided on
slopes occupied by Red Hills
salamanders.

2. Mechanical site preparation will be
avoided within occupied habitat.

3. If an area is select cut, woody litter
will be maintained to provide some
shade, maintain moisture and preserve
invertebrate fauna. Select cutting that
maintains at least two-thirds canopy
cover and creates minimal surface
disturbance may not adversely impact
salamander populations.

4. If areas above or below slopes
occupied by salamanders are cleared, a
buffer strip of natural vegetation will be
left to provide shade and allow moisture
retention to vegetation on the slope.
Size of the buffer will vary depending
on aspect, but will provide shade at all
times of the day.

5. Annual monitoring will be
conducted for each habitat class to
assess the performance of the HCP goals
and objectives. Monitoring will be
conducted between April 1 and October
31. A 5-year comprehensive review of
monitoring results will be conducted to
better determine the density threshold
below which the species may not be
considered to be successfully
maintained. This report will be
submitted by December 31, 2005.

6. After the first ten years, a
comprehensive review of permit
conditions, HCP implementation, and
monitoring results will be conducted.

7. Existing access roads will be used
to the extent practicable, and no roads
will be constructed through areas of
optimal habitat. Any new road
construction through moderately
suitable or marginal habitat will be
carefully planned so as to cause the
least possible damage to the habitat and
will comply with Alabama’s Best
Management Practices for forestry.

8. The applicant will conduct or
participate in training workshops for all
its foresters and technicians that work
in the plan area. Workshops will train
employees to recognize Red hills
salamander habitat, properly establish
buffers around and mark timber within
occupied habitat, and to minimize
impacts of machinery. Employees will
be provided general biological
background information, will be
familiarized with general details of the
HCP, and will be required to participate
in the implementation of the plan.

As stated above, the Service has made
a preliminary determination that the
issuance of the ITP is not a major
Federal action significantly affecting the
quality of the human environment

within the meaning of section 102(2)(C)
of NEPA. This preliminary information
may be revised due to public comment
received in response to this notice and
is based on information contained in the
HCP. The Service will also evaluate
whether the issuance of a section
10(a)(1)(B) ITP complies with section 7
of the Act by conducting an intra-
Service section 7 consultation. The
results of the biological opinion, in
combination with the above findings,
will be used in the final analysis to
determine whether or not to issue the
ITP.

Dated: December 21, 2000.
H. Dale Hall,
Acting Regional Director.
[FR Doc. 00-33331 Filed 12—28-00; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 4310-55-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management
[WY-920-1320-EL, WYW151133]

Federal Coal Lease Application

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice of availability of a draft
environmental assessment and notice of
public hearing on the Belle Ayr 2000
federal coal lease application in the
decertified Powder River federal coal
production region, Wyoming.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
implementing regulations and other
applicable statutes, the Bureau of Land
Management (BLM) announces the
availability of a Draft Environmental
Assessment (EA) for the Belle Ayr 2000
Coal Lease Application, BLM serial
number WYW151133, in the Wyoming
Powder River Basin (PRB), and
announces the scheduled date and place
for a public hearing pursuant to 43 Code
of Federal Regulations (CFR) 3425.4.
The draft EA analyzes the impacts of
issuing a Federal coal lease for the
proposed Belle Ayr 2000 Federal coal
tract. The purpose of the hearing is to
solicit public comments on the Draft
EA, the fair market value, the maximum
economic recovery, and the proposed
competitive sale of the coal included in
the proposed Belle Ayr 2000 Federal
coal tract. The Belle Ayr 2000 tract is
being considered for sale as a result of

a coal lease application received from
RAG Wyoming Land Company (RAG)
on July 28, 2000. The tract as applied for
includes about 243.61 acres containing
approximately 29 million tons of
recoverable Federal coal reserves in
Campbell County, WY.

DATES: A public hearing will be held at
7 p.m. MDT, on January 18, 2001 at the
Clarion Western Plaza Motel, 2009 S.
Douglas Highway, Gillette, WY. An
open house will start at 6:30 p.m., prior
to the hearing, to answer questions
related to the leasing process and this
coal lease application. Written
comments on the Draft EA will be
accepted until on or before January 29,
2001.

ADDRESSES: Please address questions,
comments or requests for copies of the
Draft EA to the Casper Field Office,
BLM, Attn: Nancy Doelger, 2987
Prospector Drive, Casper, WY 82601; or
you may e-mail them to the attention of
Nancy Doelger at
casper_wymail@blm.gov; or fax them to
307-261-7587.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nancy Doelger or Mike Karbs at the
above address, or phone: 307-261-7600.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
application for the Belle Ayr 2000 tract
was filed as a maintenance tract coal
lease-by-application (LBA) under the
provisions of 43 CFR 3425.1.

On July 28, 2000, RAG filed coal lease
application WYW151133 for the Belle
Ayr 2000 Federal coal tract with the
BLM for the following lands:

T48N, R71W, 6th P.M., Campbell County,
Wyoming

Section 28: Lots 3 through 6;

Section 29: Lots 1, 6.

Total surface area applied for: 243.61
acres.

RAG had previously applied for a
maintenance LBA that encompassed the
coal resources included in the Belle Ayr
2000 lease application as well as
additional coal resources northwest of
the Belle Ayr 2000 lease application
area on March 20, 1997. They filed a
request to modify the 1997 Belle Ayr
LBA by withdrawing the lands included
in the Belle Ayr 2000 application on
July 28, 2000. RAG then filed a separate
lease application for the lands
withdrawn from the original LBA and
included in Belle Ayr 2000 Tract.

The Powder River Regional Coal
Team reviewed the request to modify
the Belle Ayr 1997 LBA application and
the application for the Belle Ayr 2000
LBA at their public meeting on October
25, 2000, in Cheyenne, Wyoming, and
recommended that BLM process it.

The Belle Ayr Mine, which is adjacent
to the lease application area, has an
approved mining and reclamation plan
from the Land Quality Division of the
Wyoming Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) and an approved air
quality permit from the Air Quality
Division of the Wyoming DEQ to mine
up to 45 million tons of coal per year.
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