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Endangered Species Act

Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (ESA: 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.) requires that each Federal
agency insure that any action it
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not
likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of any endangered or
threatened species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of
designated critical habitat. To ensure
ESA compliance for the issuance of
IHAs, NMFS consults internally, in this
case with the Alaska Region, Protected
Resources Division Office, whenever we
propose to authorize take for
endangered or threatened species.

Two marine mammal species, Mexico
DPS humpback whales and Western
DPS Steller sea lions, occur in the
project area and are listed as threatened
and endangered, respectively, under the
ESA. The NMFS Alaska Regional OPR
Division issued a Biological Opinion
under section 7 of the ESA, on the
issuance of an IHA to HPMS under
section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA by the
NMFS Permits and Conservation
Division. The Biological Opinion
concluded that the action is not likely
to jeopardize the continued existence of
either species, and is not likely to
destroy or adversely modify western
DPS Steller sea lion critical habitat. On
February 23, 2021, the NMFS Alaska
Regional Office Protected Resources
Division notified us that they would
issue a memo to the file, noting that the
changes to allow work year round and
to the down-the-hole drilling source
levels do not alter the conclusions of the
original Biological Opinion as long as
the revised shutdown zones are
implemented as additional mitigation
and monitoring requirements, and no re-
initiation of the consultation is
necessary.

Authorization

NMEF'S has issued an IHA to HPMS for
the potential harassment of small
numbers of seven marine mammal
species incidental to the Old Sitka Dock
North Dolphins Expansion Project in
Sitka, Alaska, provided the previously
mentioned mitigation, monitoring and
reporting requirements are followed.

Dated: April 22, 2021.
Catherine Marzin,

Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
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ACTION: Notice of a public meeting.

SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
hold a meeting of its Citizen Science
Operations Committee via webinar May
19, 2021.

DATES: The Citizen Science Operations
Committee meeting will be held via
webinar on Wednesday, May 19, 2021,
from 1 p.m. until 3 p.m.

ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meeting will be
held via webinar. The webinar is open
to members of the public. Those
interested in participating should
contact Julia Byrd (see FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT below) to request
an invitation providing webinar access
information. Please request webinar
invitations at least 24 hours in advance
of each webinar. There will be an
opportunity for public comment at the
beginning of the meeting.

Council address: South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council, 4055
Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, N
Charleston, SC 29405.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julia
Byrd, Citizen Science Program Manager,
SAFMC; phone: (843) 302—8439 or toll
free: (866) SAFMC-10; fax: (843) 769—
4520; email: julia.byrd@safmc.net.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Citizen Science Operations Committee
serves as advisors to the Council’s
Citizen Science Program. Committee
members include representatives from
the Council’s Citizen Science Advisory
Panel, NOAA Fisheries’ Southeast
Regional Office, NOAA Fisheries’
Southeast Fisheries Science Center, and
the Council’s Science and Statistical
Committee. Their responsibilities
include developing programmatic
recommendations, reviewing policies,
providing program direction/multi-
partner support, identifying citizen
science research needs, and providing
general advice.

Agenda items include:

1. Discuss the Council’s Citizen
Science Program initial evaluation plan,
including review of a draft interview
script;

2. Citizen Science Program Update;
and
3. Other Business

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
auxiliary aids should be directed to the
Council office (see ADDRESSES) 3 days
prior to the meeting.

Note: The times and sequence
specified in this agenda are subject to
change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: April 23, 2021.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
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ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 72 Assessment
Webinar II for Gulf of Mexico gag
grouper.

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 72 stock
assessment process for Gulf of Mexico
gag grouper will consist of a series of
data and assessment webinars. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.

DATES: The SEDAR 72 Assessment
Webinar IT will be held May 17, 2021,
from 2 p.m. until 4 p.m., Eastern Time.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
via webinar. The webinar is open to
members of the public. Those interested
in participating should contact Julie A.
Neer at SEDAR (see FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT below) to request
an invitation providing webinar access
information. Please request webinar
invitations at least 24 hours in advance
of each webinar.

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place
Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston, SC
29405.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie
A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; (843) 571—
4366; email: Julie.neer@safmc.net
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf
of Mexico, South Atlantic, and
Caribbean Fishery Management
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA
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