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PROPOSED CONTENT FOR THE ANNUAL BUSINESS SURVEY—Continued

Collection year

Topic modules 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022
D. Technology and Intellectual Property ................ Reduced (dig- Full (automa- Full (technology | Full (digital) ...... Full (automa-
ital). tion). TBD). tion).
E. FINANCING ..ooocveiiiiieeieieeieeeniieeenieeesseeeenieeees | FUIL i | s | e Full.
F. Globalization ............. Full
G. Business Structure Full .. Full e Full.

The ABS primary collection method
is via an electronic instrument. Those
selected for the survey receive an initial
letter informing the respondents of their
requirement to complete the survey as
well as instructions on accessing the
survey. The 2020 ABS initial mailing is
scheduled for July 2020. Responses will
be due approximately 30 days from
initial mailing. Respondents will also
receive a due date reminder
approximately one week before
responses are due. The Census Bureau
plans to conduct two follow-up mailings
and an optional third follow-up if
deemed necessary based on check-in.
Nonrespondents may receive a certified
mailing for the second and third follow-
up mailings. The Census Bureau may
also plan to conduct an email follow-up
to select nonrespondents reminding
them to submit their report in the
electronic instrument. The optional
third follow-up may include a paper
questionnaire to assist with collecting
data from select nonrespondents.
Closeout of mail operations is scheduled
for December 2020 but may be extended
to allow ample time to receive returned
forms if necessary. Response data will
be processed as they are received. Upon
the close of the collection period, data
processing will continue, and records
will be edited, reviewed, tabulated, and
released publicly.

The ABS uses the collection year in
the survey name rather than a single
reference year. The ABS include
questions from multiple reference
periods; therefore, the 2019 survey data
is referred to as the 2020 ABS (rather
than the 2019 ABS).

Statistics from the ABS will be used
by government program officials,
industry organization leaders, economic
and social analysts, business
entrepreneurs, and domestic and foreign
researchers in academia, business, and
government. Estimates produced on
owner demographic data may be used to
assess business assistance needs,
allocate available program resources,
and create a framework for planning,
directing, and assessing programs that
promote the activities of disadvantaged
groups; to assess minority-owned

businesses by industry and area and to
educate industry associations,
corporations, and government entities;
to analyze business operations in
comparison to similar firms, compute
market share, and assess business
growth and future prospects. Estimates
produced on research and development
and innovation may be used to compare
R&D costs across industries, determine
where R&D activity is conducted
geographically, and identify the types of
businesses with R&D; to contribute to
the Bureau of Economic Analysis (BEA)
system of national accounts; to increase
investments in research and
development, strengthen education, and
encourage entrepreneurship; and to
compare business innovation in the
United States to other countries,
including those in the European Union.

Additional examples of data use
include:

e The Small Business Administration
(SBA) and the Minority Business
Development Agency (MBDA) to assess
business assistance needs and allocate
available program resources.

e Local government commissions on
small and disadvantaged businesses to
establish and evaluate contract
procurement practices.

o Federal, state and local government
agencies as a framework for planning,
directing and assessing programs that
promote the activities of disadvantaged
groups.

e The National Women’s Business
Council to assess the state of women’s
business ownership for policymakers,
researchers, and the public at large.

¢ Consultants and researchers to
analyze long-term economic and
demographic shifts, and differences in
ownership and performance among
geographic areas.

¢ Individual business owners to
analyze their operations in comparison
to similar firms, compute their market
share, and assess their growth and
future prospects.

New questions on the 2020 ABS
collect data on globalization and the
relationship between domestic and
foreign activities.

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit.

Frequency: Annually.

Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.

Legal Authority: Title 13, United
States Code, Sections 8(b), 131, and 182;
Title 42, United States Code, Section
1861-76 (National Science Foundation
Act of 1950, as amended); and Section
505 within the America COMPETES
Reauthorization Act of 2010 authorize
this collection. Sections 224 and 225 of
Title 13, United States Code, require
response from sampled firms.

This information collection request
may be viewed at www.reginfo.gov.
Follow the instructions to view
Department of Commerce collections
currently under review by OMB.

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395-5806.

Sheleen Dumas,

Department PRA Clearance Officer, Office of
the Chief Information Officer, Commerce
Department.

[FR Doc. 2020-03457 Filed 2—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-07-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Security

Regulations and Procedures Technical
Advisory Committee; Notice of
Partially Closed Meeting

The Regulations and Procedures
Technical Advisory Committee (RPTAC)
will meet March 10, 2020, 9:00 a.m.,
Room 3884, in the Herbert C. Hoover
Building, 14th Street between
Constitution and Pennsylvania Avenues
NW, Washington, DC. The Committee
advises the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Export Administration on
implementation of the Export
Administration Regulations (EAR) and
provides for continuing review to
update the EAR as needed.

Agenda
Public Session

1. Opening remarks by the Chairman
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2. Opening remarks by the Bureau of
Industry and Security

. Presentation of papers or comments
by the Public

4. Export Enforcement Update

5. Regulations Update

6

7

w

. Working Group Reports
. Automated Export System Update

Closed Session

8. Discussion of matters determined to
be exempt from the provisions
relating to public meetings found in
5 U.S.C. app. 2 §§10(a)(1) and
10(a)(3)

The open session will be accessible
via teleconference to 20 participants on
a first come, first serve basis. To join the
conference, submit inquiries to Ms.
Yvette Springer at Yvette.Springer@
bis.doc.gov, no later than March 3, 2020.

A limited number of seats will be
available for the public session.
Reservations are not accepted. To the
extent that time permits, members of the
public may present oral statements to
the Committee. The public may submit
written statements at any time before or
after the meeting. However, to facilitate
the distribution of public presentation
materials to the Committee members,
the Committee suggests that presenters
forward the public presentation
materials prior to the meeting to Ms.
Springer via email.

The Assistant Secretary for
Administration, with the concurrence of
the delegate of the General Counsel,
formally determined on December 19,
2020, pursuant to Section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. app. 2 § 10(d)), that
the portion of the meeting dealing with
pre-decisional changes to the Commerce
Control List and the U.S. export control
policies shall be exempt from the
provisions relating to public meetings
found in 5 U.S.C. app. 2 § § 10(a)(1) and
10(a)(3). The remaining portions of the
meeting will be open to the public.

For more information, call Yvette
Springer at (202) 482-2813.

Yvette Springer,

Committee Liaison Officer.

[FR Doc. 2020-03483 Filed 2—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-JT-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Security

Materials and Equipment Technical
Advisory Committee; Notice of
Partially Closed Meeting

The Materials and Equipment
Technical Advisory Committee will
meet on March 12, 2020, 10:00 a.m.,

Herbert C. Hoover Building, Room 3884,
14th Street between Constitution &
Pennsylvania Avenues NW,
Washington, DC. The Committee
advises the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Export Administration
with respect to technical questions that
affect the level of export controls
applicable to materials and related
technology.

Agenda
Open Session

1. Introductions and Opening
Remarks by Senior Management.

2. Presentation by Eric Levine,
Department of Homeland Security on
Novichoks.

3. Presentation by Dr. Rocco
Casagrande, METAC member.

Closed Session

4. Discussion of matters determined to
be exempt from the provisions relating
to public meetings found in 5 U.S.C.
app. 2 §§10(a)(1) and 10(a)(3).

The open session will be accessible
via teleconference to 20 participants on
a first come, first serve basis. To join the
conference, submit inquiries to Ms.
Yvette Springer at Yvette.Springer@
bis.doc.gov, no later than March 5, 2020.

A limited number of seats will be
available during the public session of
the meeting. Reservations are not
accepted. To the extent time permits,
members of the public may present oral
statements to the Committee. Written
statements may be submitted at any
time before or after the meeting.
However, to facilitate distribution of
public presentation materials to
Committee members, the materials
should be forwarded prior to the
meeting to Ms. Springer via email.

The Assistant Secretary for
Administration, with the concurrence of
the delegate of the General Counsel,
formally determined on April 19, 2019,
pursuant to Section 10(d) of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. app. 2 §10(d)), that the portion
of the meeting dealing with pre-
decisional changes to the Commerce
Control List and the U.S. export control
policies shall be exempt from the
provisions relating to public meetings
found in 5 U.S.C. app. 2 §§10(a)(1) and
10(a)(3). The remaining portions of the
meeting will be open to the public.

For more information, call Yvette
Springer at (202) 482-2813.

Yvette Springer,

Committee Liaison Officer.

[FR Doc. 2020-03481 Filed 2—20-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-JT-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Bureau of Industry and Security

Transportation and Related Equipment
Technical Advisory Committee; Notice
of Partially Closed Meeting

The Transportation and Related
Equipment Technical Advisory
Committee will meet on March 11,
2020, 9:30 a.m., in the Herbert C.
Hoover Building, Room 3884, 14th
Street between Constitution &
Pennsylvania Avenues NW,
Washington, DC. The Committee
advises the Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Export Administration
with respect to technical questions that
affect the level of export controls
applicable to transportation and related
equipment or technology.

Agenda
Public Session

1. Welcome and Introductions.

2. Status reports by working group
chairs.

3. Public comments and Proposals.

Closed Session

4. Discussion of matters determined to
be exempt from the provisions relating
to public meetings found in 5 U.S.C.
app. 2 §§10(a)(1) and 10(a)(3).

The open session will be accessible
via teleconference to 20 participants on
a first come, first serve basis. To join the
conference, submit inquiries to Ms.
Yvette Springer at Yvette.Springer@
bis.doc.gov no later than March 4, 2020.

A limited number of seats will be
available during the public session of
the meeting. Reservations are not
accepted. To the extent time permits,
members of the public may present oral
statements to the Committee. The public
may submit written statements at any
time before or after the meeting.
However, to facilitate distribution of
public presentation materials to
Committee members, the Committee
suggests that presenters forward the
public presentation materials prior to
the meeting to Ms. Springer via email.

The Assistant Secretary for
Administration, with the concurrence of
the delegate of the General Counsel,
formally determined on April 19, 2019,
pursuant to Section 10(d) of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act, as amended (5
U.S.C. app. 2 §(10)(d)), that the portion
of the meeting dealing with pre-
decisional changes to the Commerce
Control List and U.S. export control
policies shall be exempt from the
provisions relating to public meetings
found in 5 U.S.C. app. 2 §§10(a)(1) and
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