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not discouraging rural carriers, 
including those defined as such in this 
proceeding, from acquiring high-cost 
exchanges from carriers with low 
average costs. We also request comment 
on whether the safety valve mechanism 
provides sufficient incentives for 
investment in acquired exchanges. 

II. Request for Comment 
45. Pursuant to §§ 1.415 and 1.419 of 

the Commission’s rules, 47 CFR 1.415, 
1.419, interested parties may file 
comments on or before October 15, 
2004, and reply comments on or before 
December 14, 2004. Comments may be 
filed using the Commission’s Electronic 
Comment Filing System (ECFS) or by 
filing paper copies. See Electronic Filing 
of Documents in Rulemaking 
Proceedings, 63 FR 24121, May 1, 1998. 

46. Comments filed through the ECFS 
can be sent as an electronic file via the 
Internet to http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/ecfs/. 
Generally, only one copy of an 
electronic submission must be filed. If 
multiple docket or rulemaking numbers 
appear in the caption of this proceeding, 
however, commenters must transmit 
one electronic copy of the comments to 
each docket or rulemaking number 
referenced in the caption. In completing 
the transmittal screen, commenters 
should include their full name, U.S. 
Postal Service mailing address, and the 
applicable docket or rulemaking 
number. Parties may also submit an 
electronic comment by Internet e-mail. 
To get filing instructions for e-mail 
comments, commenters should send an 
e-mail to ecfs@fcc.gov, and should 
include the following words in the body 
of the message, ‘‘get form.’’ A sample 
form and directions will be sent in 
reply. Parties who choose to file by 
paper must file an original and four 
copies of each filing. If more than one 
docket or rulemaking number appears in 
the caption of this proceeding, 
commenters must submit two additional 
copies for each additional docket or 
rulemaking number. 

47. Filings can be sent by hand or 
messenger delivery, by commercial 
overnight courier, or by first-class or 
overnight U.S. Postal Service mail 
(although we continue to experience 
delays in receiving U.S. Postal Service 
mail). 

48. The Commission’s contractor, 
Natek, Inc., will receive hand-delivered 
or messenger-delivered paper filings for 
the Commission’s Secretary at 236 
Massachusetts Avenue, NE., Suite 110, 
Washington, DC 20002. The filing hours 
at this location are 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. All 
hand deliveries must be held together 
with rubber bands or fasteners. Any 
envelopes must be disposed of before 

entering the building. Commercial 
overnight mail (other than U.S. Postal 
Service Express Mail and Priority Mail) 
must be sent to 9300 East Hampton 
Drive, Capitol Heights, MD 20743. U.S. 
Postal Service first-class mail, Express 
Mail, and Priority Mail should be 
addressed to 445 12th Street, SW., 
Washington, DC 20554. All filings must 
be addressed to the Commission’s 
Secretary, Office of the Secretary, 
Federal Communications Commission. 
In addition, one copy of each pleading 
must be sent to each of the following: 
The Commission’s duplicating 
contractor, Best Copy and Printing, Inc, 
445 12th Street, SW., Room CY–B402, 
Washington, DC 20554; Web site:
http://www.bcpiweb.com; phone: 1–
800–378–3160; Sheryl Todd, 
Telecommunications Access Policy 
Division, Wireline Competition Bureau, 
445 12th Street, SW., Room 5–B540, 
Washington, DC 20554; e-mail: 
sheryl.todd@fcc.gov.
Federal Communications Commission. 
Marlene H. Dortch, 
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 04–20163 Filed 9–2–04; 8:45 am] 
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In compliance with the requirement 

of section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, the 
Office of the Secretary (OS), Department 
of Health and Human Services, is 
publishing the following summary of 
proposed collections for public 
comment. Interested persons are invited 
to send comments regarding this burden 
estimate or any other aspect of this 
collection of information, including any 
of the following subjects: (1) The 
necessity and utility of the proposed 
information collection for the proper 
performance of the agency’s functions; 
(2) the accuracy of the estimated 
burden; (3) ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and (4) the use of 
automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology to 
minimize the information collection 
burden. 

#1 Type of Information Collection 
Request: Emergency Clearance. 

Title of Information Collection: SF–
424 Research & Related (R&R). 

Form/OMB No.: OS–0994. 
Use: The SF–424 (R&R) will 

consolidate research and related grants 
application data and forms currently 
used by Federal grant-making agencies 
with a research mission or conducting 
research-related activities. The SF–424 
(R&R) will become the common Federal 
(standard) form for research and related 
grant applications, replacing numerous 
agency-specific forms thus reducing the 
administrative burden to the Federal 
grants community that includes grantees 
(State, Local and Tribal governments; 
non-profit organizations, and education 
and research institutions) and Federal 
staff involved in grants-related 
activities. The form will be available to 
applicants interested in pursuing 
research and related grant opportunities. 

Frequency: Recording, Reporting, and 
on occasion. 

Affected Public: Federal , State, local, 
or tribal governments, business or other 
for profit, not for profit institutions. 

Annual Number of Respondents: 
312,500. 

Total Annual Responses: 312,500. 
Average Burden Per Response: 40 

hours. 
Total Annual Hours: 12,500,000. 
To obtain copies of the supporting 

statement and any related forms for the 
proposed paperwork collections 
referenced above, access the HHS Web 
site address at http://www.hhs.gov/
oirm/infocollect/pending/ or e-mail your 
request, including your address, phone 
number, OMB number, and OS 
document identifier, to 
naomi.cook@hhs.gov, or call the Reports 
Clearance Office on (202) 690–6162. 
Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collections must be mailed 
directly to the OS Paperwork Clearance 
Officer designated at the following 
address: Department of Health and 
Human Services, Office of the Secretary, 
Assistant Secretary for Budget, 
Technology, and Finance, Office of 
Information and Resource Management, 
Attention: Naomi Cook (0994–), Fax 
Number (202) 690–8715, Room 531–H, 
200 Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington DC 20201.

Dated: August 27, 2004. 

Robert E. Polson, 
Office of the Secretary, Paperwork Reduction 
Act Reports Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–20083 Filed 9–2–04; 8:45 am] 
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