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ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The inventions listed below
are owned by an agency of the U.S.
Government and are available for
licensing in the U.S. in accordance with
35 U.S.C. 207 to achieve expeditious
commercialization of results of
federally-funded research and
development. Foreign patent
applications are filed on selected
inventions to extend market coverage
for companies and may also be available
for licensing.

ADDRESSES: Licensing information and
copies of the U.S. patent applications
listed below may be obtained by writing
to the indicated licensing contact at the
Office of Technology Transfer, National
Institutes of Health, 6011 Executive
Boulevard, Suite 325, Rockville,
Maryland 20852-3804; telephone: (301)
496-7057; fax: (301) 402—0220. A signed
Confidential Disclosure Agreement will
be required to receive copies of the
patent applications.

Methods and Compositions of Defensin-
Antigen Fusion Proteins and
Chemokine-Antigen Fusion Proteins as
Vaccines for Tumors and Viral
Infection

Arya Biragyn (NCI).

PCT Application No. PCT/US01/
43830 filed 19 Nov 2001 (DHHS
Reference No. E-024—-2002/0-PCT-02).

Licensing Contact: Catherine Joyce;
(301) 435-5031; joycec@mail.nih.gov.

This invention relates to the
development of a vaccine for increasing
the immunogenicity of a tumor antigen,
thus useful for the treatment of cancer,
as well as a vaccine for increasing the
immunogenicity of a viral antigen, thus
allowing treatment of viral infection. In
particular, the present invention
provides a fusion protein comprising a
defensin or chemokine fused to either a
tumor antigen or viral antigen which is
administered as either a protein or
nucleic acid vaccine to elicit an immune
response effective in treating cancer or
effective in treating or preventing viral
infection. In particular, the C-C
chemokine macrophage inflammatory
protein (MIP-30) was shown to be
particularly effective in increasing the
immunogenicity of a tumor antigen.
Aspects of this work have been
published as a PCT patent application
with publication number WO 03/
025002.

This technology is available for
licensing on an exclusive or a non-
exclusive basis.

Dated: December 16, 2003.
Steven M. Ferguson,

Director, Division of Technology Development
and Transfer, Office of Technology Transfer,
National Institutes of Health.

[FR Doc. 03-31652 Filed 12—-22-03; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: National Institutes of Health,
Public Health Service, DHHS.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The inventions listed below
are owned by an agency of the U.S.
Government and are available for
licensing in the U.S. in accordance with
35 U.S.C. 207 to achieve expeditious
commercialization of results of
federally-funded research and
development. Foreign patent
applications are filed on selected
inventions to extend market coverage
for companies and may also be available
for licensing.

ADDRESSES: Licensing information and
copies of the U.S. patent applications
listed below may be obtained by writing
to the indicated licensing contact at the
Office of Technology Transfer, National
Institutes of Health, 6011 Executive
Boulevard, Suite 325, Rockville,
Maryland 20852-3804; telephone: (301)
496-7057; fax: (301) 402—0220. A signed
Confidential Disclosure Agreement will
be required to receive copies of the
patent applications.

Improved Endogenous Opioid Anti-
Nociception With Reduced
Neurodegeneration, Hyperalgesia,
Allodynia and Tolerance

Amina Woods, Toni Shippenberg, and
Lawrence Sharp (NIDA).

U.S. Provisional Application No. 60/
459,830 filed 01 Apr 2003 (DHHS
Reference No. E-276—-2001/0-US-01).

Licensing Contact: Norbert Pontzer;
(301) 435-5502; pontzern@mail.nih.gov.

Endogenous opioid peptides and
receptors evolved to modulate
nociceptive input in response to injury.
One of those peptides, dynorphin, acts
on the kappa opioid receptor subtype to
produce analgesia without sedation,
respiratory depression or constipation.
Prior to this invention, dynorphin was
not an acceptable analgesic because of
certain severe toxic side effects, when
given in doses higher than physiological
concentrations, mainly NMDA mediated
neurotoxicity. Dynorphin produces its

deleterious side effects by producing an
NMDA mediated motor paralysis. In
disease states such as stroke, spinal cord
injury or neuropathic pain, activation of
NMDA receptors by endogenous
dynorphin may lead to
neurodegeneration, hyperalgesia and
allodynia. Tolerance to opiate drugs
may also be mediated by the NMDA
actions of dynorphin. This invention
provides materials and methods to block
NMDA receptor activation by dynorphin
thus allowing the use of exogenous
dynorphin as a beneficial nociceptive
agent without side effects and
preventing pathological actions of
endogenous dynorphin in response to
injury. Experimental data demonstrate:
(1) attenuation of motor activity deficits,
flaccid paralysis and mechanical
allodynia produced by dynorphin
administration; (2) reduction of infarct
size and locomotor deficits after cerebral
ischemia; (3) the reduction of morphine
tolerization; and (4) so far no visible
side effects.

Pain Control by the Selective Local
Ablation of Nociceptive Neurons

Michael Iadarola and Zoltan Olah
(NIDCR).

PCT/US01/09425 filed 22 Mar 2001,
published as WO 02/076444 (DHHS
Reference No. E-109-2000/0-PCT-02).

Licensing Contact: Norbert Pontzer;
(301) 435-5502; np59n@nih.gov.

The vanilloid receptor (VR) is a cation
channel predominantly expressed on
the peripheral processes and perikarya
of nociceptive primary afferent neurons.
Previous studies have shown that
activation of the peripheral receptors by
agonists such as capsaicin from hot
peppers, or the much more potent
resiniferatoxin, produces acute pain
sensation which may be followed by
desensitization. These inventors
discovered that administration of VR
agonists in the vicinity of neuronal cell
bodies expressing the VR receptor can
actually destroy those cells. To control
pain and inflammatory disorders, the
present invention provides methods and
kits for the selective ablation of pain
sensing neurons. For example, the
intraganglionic administration of a VR
agonist selectively ablates primary
afferent nociceptive neurons without
impairing other sensory modalities. This
invention will greatly enhance the
ability to control pain, inflammation
and other conditions mediated by
nociceptive neurons while sparing
mental function and other sensations.

This research has been described, in
part, in Olah et al., J. Biol. Chem., 276,
pp. 11021-11030, 2001.
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Dated: December 17, 2003.
Steven M. Ferguson,

Director, Division of Technology Development
and Transfer, Office of Technology Transfer,
National Institutes of Health.

[FR Doc. 03-31653 Filed 12-22-03; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4140-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

Office of the Director, National
Institutes of Health; Notice of Meeting

Pursuant to section 10(a) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of a meeting of the
Advisory Committee to the Director,
NIH.

The meeting will be open to the
public, with attendance limited to space
available. Individuals who plan to
attend and need special assistance, such
as sign language interpretation or other
reasonable accommodations, should
notify the Contact Person listed below
in advance of the meeting.

Name of Committee: Advisory Committee
to the Director, NIH.

Date: January 12, 2004.

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Agenda: Topics proposed for discussion
include scientific presentations, budget
update, NIH Roadmap, and workgroup
updates.

Place: National Institutes of Health,
Building 31, Conference Room 6, 9000
Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD 20892.

Contact Person: Shelly Pollard, ACD
Coordinator, Building 2, National Institutes
of Health, Bethesda, MD 20892, 301-496—
0959.

In the interest of security, NIH has
instituted stringent procedures for entrance
into the building by non-government
employees. Persons without a government
1.D. will need to show a photo I.D. and sign-
in at the security desk upon entering the
building.

Information is also available on the
Institute’s/Center’s home page: http://
www.nih.gov/about/director/acd.htm, where
an agenda and any additional information for
the meeting will be posted when available.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.14, Intramural Research
Training Award; 93.22, Clinical Research
Loan Repayment Program for Individuals
from Disadvantaged Backgrounds; 93.232,
Loan Repayment Program for Research
Generally; 93.39, Academic Research
Enhancement Award; 93.936, NIH Acquired
Immunodeficiency Syndrome Research Loan
Repayment Program; 93.187, Undergraduate
Scholarship Program for Individuals from
Disadvantaged Backgrounds, National
Institutes of Health, HHS)

Dated: December 16, 2003.
LaVerne Y. Stringfield,

Director, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 03-31497 Filed 12-22-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Center for Complementary &
Alternative Medicine; Notice of Closed
Meetings

Pursuant to section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of the following
meetings.

The meetings will be closed to the
public in accordance with the
provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications and
the discussions could disclose
confidential trade secrets or commercial
property such as patentable material,
and personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications, the disclosure of which
would constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Center for
Complementary and Alternative Medicine
Special Emphasis Panel, Basic Science.

Date: February 23—-24, 2004.

Time: 8 am. to 5 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Bethesda Marriott Suites, 6711
Democracy Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817.

Contact Person: Dale Birkle, PhD,
Scientific Review Administrator, NIH/
NCCAM, 6707 Democracy Blvd., Democracy
Two Building, Suite 401, Bethesda, MD

20892, (301) 451-6570, birkled@mail.nih.gov.

Name of Committee: National Center for
Complementary and Alternative Medicine
Special Emphasis Panel, Clinical Science.

Date: February 26-27, 2004.

Time: 8 am. to 5 p.m.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications.

Place: Bethesda Marriott Suites, 6711
Democracy Boulevard, Bethesda, MD 20817.

Contact Person: Martin H. Goldrosen, PhD,
Chief, Office of Scientific Review, National
Center for Complementary and Alternative
Medicine, National Institutes of Health, 6707
Democracy Blvd., Ste. 106, Bethesda, MD
20892-5475, (301) 451-6331,
goldrosm@mail.nih.gov.

Dated: December 16, 2003.
LaVerne Y. Stringfield,

Director, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.

[FR Doc. 03-31505 Filed 12—-22-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4140-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

National Center for Complementary &
Alternative Medicine; Notice of Meeting

Pursuant to Section 10(d) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of the National Advisory
Council for Complementary and
Alternative Medicine (NACCAM)
meeting.

The meeting will be open to the
public as indicated below, with
attendance limited to space available.
Individuals who plan to attend and
need special assistance, such as sign
language interpretation or other
reasonable accommodations, should
notify the Contact Person listed below
in advance of the meeting.

A portion of the meeting will be
closed to the public in accordance with
the provisions set forth in sections
552b(c)(4) and 552b(c)(6), Title 5 U.S.C.,
as amended. The grant applications
and/or contract proposals and the
discussion could disclose confidential
trade secrets or commercial property
such as patentable material, and
personal information concerning
individuals associated with the grant
applications and/or contract proposals,
the disclosure of which would
constitute a clearly unwarranted
invasion of personal privacy.

Name of Committee: National Advisory
Council for Complementary and Alternative
Medicine.

Date: January 30, 2004.

Closed: 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon.

Agenda: To review and evaluate grant
applications and/or proposals.

Open: 1 p.m. to adjournment.

Agenda: The agenda includes Opening
Remarks and the Annual State of the Center
Report by Director, NCCAM, Overview of
Activities at the National Center for Research
Resources, Role of GCRCs—Launching New
Areas of Research, and other business of the
Council.

Place: Neuroscience Conference Center,
6001 Executive Boulevard, Conference
Rooms C and D, Rockville, MD 20852.

Contact Person: Jane F. Kinsel, Ph.D.,
M.B.A., Executive Secretary, National Center
for Complementary and Alternative
Medicine, National Institutes of Health, 6707
Democracy Blvd., Suite 401, Bethesda, MD
20892, (301) 496-6701.

The public comments session is scheduled
from 4:30-5 p.m. Each speaker will be
permitted 5 minutes for their presentation.
Interested individuals and representatives of
organizations are requested to notify Dr. Jane
Kinsel, National Center for Complementary
and Alternative Medicine, NIH, 6707
Democracy Boulevard, Suite 401, Bethesda,
Maryland, 20892, (301) 496—6701, Fax: (301)
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