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stocks would not have an unmitigable 
adverse impact on the availability of 
such species or stocks for taking for 
subsistence purposes. 

Endangered Species Act 

Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) requires that each 
Federal agency insure that any action it 
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not 
likely to jeopardize the continued 
existence of any endangered or 
threatened species or result in the 
destruction or adverse modification of 
designated critical habitat. To ensure 
ESA compliance for the issuance of 
IHAs, NMFS consults internally 
whenever we authorize take for 
endangered or threatened species. 

No incidental take of ESA-listed 
species authorized or expected to result 
from this activity. Therefore, NMFS has 
determined that formal consultation 
under section 7 of the ESA is not 
required for this action. 

National Environmental Policy Act 

To comply with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and 
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO) 
216–6A, NMFS must review our action 
(i.e., the issuance of an IHA) and 
alternatives with respect to potential 
impacts on the human environment. 

This action is consistent with 
categories of activities identified in 
Categorical Exclusion B4 (IHAs with no 
anticipated serious injury or mortality) 
of the Companion Manual for NAO 216– 
6A, which do not individually or 
cumulatively have the potential for 
significant impacts on the quality of the 
human environment and for which we 
have not identified any extraordinary 
circumstances that would preclude this 
categorical exclusion. Accordingly, 
NMFS has determined that the issuance 
of the IHA qualifies to be categorically 
excluded from further NEPA review. 

Authorization 

NMFS has issued an IHA to ME DOT 
for the potential harassment of small 
numbers of 6 marine mammal species 
incidental to the Lubec Harbor project 
in Lubec, Maine, that includes the 
previously explained mitigation, 
monitoring and reporting requirements. 

Dated: April 23, 2025. 

Catherine Marzin, 
Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2025–07344 Filed 4–28–25; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
Kaitlin Allen, Ph.D., Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution, 266 Woods 
Hole Road, MS No. 50, Woods Hole, MA 
02543, has applied in due form for a 
permit to import, export, and receive 
marine mammal parts for scientific 
research. 

DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or before May 29, 2025. 
ADDRESSES: The application and related 
documents are available for review by 
selecting ‘‘Records Open for Public 
Comment’’ from the ‘‘Features’’ box on 
the Applications and Permits for 
Protected Species home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting 
File No. 28712 from the list of available 
applications. These documents are also 
available upon written request via email 
to NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. 

Written comments on this application 
should be submitted via email to 
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please 
include File No. 28712 in the subject 
line of the email comment. 

Those individuals requesting a public 
hearing should submit a written request 
via email to NMFS.Pr1Comments@
noaa.gov. The request should set forth 
the specific reasons why a hearing on 
this application would be appropriate. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Shasta McClenahan, Ph.D., (301) 427– 
8401. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
subject permit is requested under the 
authority of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, as amended 
(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the 
regulations governing the taking and 
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR 
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of 
1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 
et seq.), the regulations governing the 
taking, importing, and exporting of 
endangered and threatened species (50 
CFR parts 222–226), and the Fur Seal 
Act of 1966, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1151 
et seq.). 

The applicant requests a 10-year 
permit to import, export, and receive 
parts from up to 200 individual 
cetaceans and 200 individual pinnipeds 

(excluding walrus), annually, to 
understand diving, metabolic, and 
reproductive physiology. Sources of 
foreign and domestic parts may include 
other authorized researchers or curated 
collections, subsistence harvests, 
captive animals, bycatch from legal 
commercial fishing operations, and 
foreign stranded animals. 

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial 
determination has been made that the 
activity proposed is categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 
prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement. 

Concurrent with the publication of 
this notice in the Federal Register, 
NMFS is forwarding copies of the 
application to the Marine Mammal 
Commission and its Committee of 
Scientific Advisors. 

Dated: April 23, 2025. 
Julia M. Harrison, 
Chief, Permits and Conservation Division, 
Office of Protected Resources, National 
Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2025–07330 Filed 4–28–25; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
Cascadia Research Collective 
(Responsible Party: John Calambokidis), 
2181⁄2 West Fourth Avenue, Olympia, 
Washington 98501, has applied in due 
form for a permit to conduct on marine 
mammals. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or before May 29, 2025. 
ADDRESSES: The application and related 
documents are available for review by 
selecting ‘‘Records Open for Public 
Comment’’ from the ‘‘Features’’ box on 
the Applications and Permits for 
Protected Species home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting 
File No. 28850 from the list of available 
applications. These documents are also 
available upon written request via email 
to NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. 

Written comments on this application 
should be submitted via email to 
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1 All references to EPCA in this document refer 
to the statute as amended through the Energy Act 
of 2020, Public Law 116–260 (Dec. 27, 2020), which 
reflect the last statutory amendments that impact 
Parts A and A–1 of EPCA. 

2 For editorial reasons, upon codification in the 
U.S. Code, Part B was redesignated Part A. 

NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov. Please 
include File No. 28850 in the subject 
line of the email comment. 

Those individuals requesting a public 
hearing should submit a written request 
via email to NMFS.Pr1Comments@
noaa.gov. The request should set forth 
the specific reasons why a hearing on 
this application would be appropriate. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Courtney Smith, Ph.D., or Shasta 
McClenahan, Ph.D., (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
subject permit is requested under the 
authority of the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16 
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the regulations 
governing the taking and importing of 
marine mammals (50 CFR part 216), the 
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), the 
regulations governing the taking, 
importing, and exporting of endangered 
and threatened species (50 CFR parts 
222–226), and the Fur Seal Act of 1966, 
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1151 et seq.). 

The applicant requests a 10-year 
permit to take marine mammals in the 
North Pacific Ocean to study 
distribution, abundance, long-term 
trends, movements, population 
structure, body condition, health, 
ecology, behavior, and impact of human 
activities. Up to 32 species of marine 
mammals may be targeted for research 
including the following ESA-listed 
species: blue (Balaenoptera musculus), 
fin (Balaenoptera physalus), gray 
(Eschrichtius robustus; Western North 
Pacific distinct population segment 
[DPS]), humpback (Megaptera 
novaeangliae; Western North Pacific, 
Mexico, and Central America DPSs), 
killer (Orcinus orca; Southern Resident 
DPS), North Pacific right (Eubalaena 
japonica), sei (Balaenoptera borealis), 
and sperm (Physeter macrocephalus) 
whales; Guadalupe fur seals 
(Arctocephalus townsendi) and Steller 
sea lions (Eumetopias jubatus). 
Research would include vessel and 
aerial surveys (manned and unmanned) 
for counts, passive acoustic recording, 
observations, photo-identification, 
photogrammetry, thermal imaging, 
video recording, echosounders for prey 
mapping, biological sampling (sloughed 
skin, exhaled air, feces, prey remains, 
skin and blubber biopsy), and tagging 
(suction-cup and dart). Biological 
samples may be imported and exported 
for analysis. See the application for 
numbers of animals requested by 
species and procedure. 

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial 
determination has been made that the 

activity proposed is categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 
prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement. 

Concurrent with the publication of 
this notice in the Federal Register, 
NMFS is forwarding copies of the 
application to the Marine Mammal 
Commission and its Committee of 
Scientific Advisors. 

Dated: April 23, 2025. 
Julia M. Harrison, 
Chief, Permits and Conservation Division, 
Office of Protected Resources, National 
Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2025–07329 Filed 4–28–25; 8:45 am] 
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of Decision and Order Granting an 
Exemption to E.L. Foust Co. From the 
Department of Energy Air Cleaner 
Energy Conservation Standards 

AGENCY: Office of Energy Efficiency and 
Renewable Energy, Department of 
Energy. 
ACTION: Notice of decision and order. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE) hereby gives notice of a 
Decision and Order (Case Number 
2024–008) that grants to E.L. Foust Co. 
(ELF) a small business exemption from 
the DOE air cleaner energy conservation 
standards. Specifically, ELF is granted 
an exemption from the Tier 1 energy 
conservation standards for air cleaners 
through December 30, 2025. 
DATES: The Decision and Order is 
effective on April 29, 2025. 
ADDRESSES: The docket, which includes 
Federal Register notices, comments, 
and other supporting documents/ 
materials, is available for review at 
www.regulations.gov. All documents in 
the docket are listed in the 
www.regulations.gov index. However, 
some documents listed in the index, 
such as those containing information 
that is exempt from public disclosure, 
may not be publicly available. 

The docket web page can be found at 
www.regulations.gov/docket/EERE- 
2024-BT-PET-0008. The docket web 
page contains instructions on how to 
access all documents, including public 
comments, in the docket. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 

Mr. Jeremy Dommu, U.S. Department 
of Energy, Office of Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Energy, Building 
Technologies Office, EE–5B, 1000 

Independence Avenue SW, Washington, 
DC 20585–0121. Telephone: (202) 586– 
9870. Email: 
ApplianceStandardsQuestions@
ee.doe.gov. 

Ms. Ani Esenyan, U.S. Department of 
Energy, Office of the General Counsel, 
GC–33, 1000 Independence Avenue SW, 
Washington, DC 20585–0121. 
Telephone: (202) 586–4798. Email: 
ani.esenyan@hq.doe.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In 
accordance with 10 CFR part 430, 
subpart E, DOE gives notification of the 
issuance of its Decision and Order as set 
forth below. The Decision and Order 
grants ELF a small business exemption 
from the applicable energy conservation 
standards for air cleaners specified at 10 
CFR 430.32(ee)(1) through December 30, 
2025. If ELF chooses to make any 
representations concerning the energy 
efficiency of the its air cleaner basic 
models, it must do so in accordance 
with the DOE test procedure specified 
in 10 CFR 430.23(hh)(4) and appendix 
FF to 10 CFR part 430, subpart B 
(appendix FF). 

Case # 2024–008 

Decision and Order 

I. Authority and Background 
The Energy Policy and Conservation 

Act, Public Law 94–163, as amended 
(EPCA),1 authorizes DOE to regulate the 
energy efficiency of a number of 
consumer products and certain 
industrial equipment. (42 U.S.C. 6291– 
6317) Title III, Part B of EPCA 2 
established the Energy Conservation 
Program for Consumer Products Other 
Than Automobiles, which sets forth a 
variety of provisions designed to 
improve energy efficiency. These 
products include air cleaners, the 
subject of this document. (42 U.S.C. 
6292(a)(20)) 

The energy conservation program 
under EPCA consists essentially of four 
parts: (1) testing, (2) labeling, (3) Federal 
energy conservation standards, and (4) 
certification and enforcement 
procedures. Relevant provisions of 
EPCA specifically include definitions 
(42 U.S.C. 6291), test procedures (42 
U.S.C. 6293), labeling provisions (42 
U.S.C. 6294), energy conservation 
standards (42 U.S.C. 6295), and the 
authority to require information and 
reports from manufacturers (42 U.S.C. 
6296). 
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