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possible. Photo identification will be
required for entry into the public
session, and everyone in attendance
must be present and seated by 9:45 a.m.
Basis for Closure: In accordance with
Section 10(d) of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act (FACA), Public Law 92—
463, as amended (5 U.S.C. App. 1 et
seq.), I have determined that portions of
this HSAC meeting (referenced above as
“closed’’) will concern matters excluded
from Open Meetings requirements. At
portions of the meeting where the
committee will be addressing specific
critical infrastructure vulnerabilities,
interdependencies, infrastructure
resilience and vulnerability mitigation,
discussions may include: trade secrets
and commercial or financial information
that is privileged or confidential;
investigative techniques and
procedures; and matters that for which
disclosure would likely frustrate
significantly the implementation of
proposed agency actions. Accordingly, I
have determined that these portions of
the meeting must be kept closed as well,
consistent with the provisions of 5
U.S.C. 552b(c)(4), (7)(E), and (9)(B).
Dated: December 12, 2005.
Michael Chertoff,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 05-24190 Filed 12—16—05; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: Office of Systems Engineering
and Development, DHS.

ACTION: Notice and request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Department of Homeland
Security (DHS) is soliciting public
comment on the Office of Systems
Engineering and Development
SAFECOM Interoperability Baseline
Survey.

DATES: Comments are encouraged and
will be accepted until February 17,
2006. This process is conducted in
accordance with 5 CFR 1320.10

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments,
identified by docket number DHS—
2005—0051, by one of the following
methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov. Follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

e E-mail: thomas.cody@dhs.gov.
Include docket number DHS-2005-0051
in the subject line of the message.

e Mail: Science and Technology
Directorate, Office of Systems
Engineering and Development (SED),
1120 Vermont Avenue NW. #8-104,
Washington, DC 20528.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas Cody 202—-254—6084 (this is not
a toll free number).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: DHS,; as
part of its continuing effort to reduce
paperwork and respondents’ burden,
invites the general public to take this
opportunity to comment on this
proposed information collection as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act of 1995, Public Law 10413 (44
U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)). The collection is
the “SAFECOM Interoperability
Baseline Survey.”

Description: SAFECOM was
established as the overarching umbrella
program within the Federal government
that oversees all initiatives and projects
pertaining to public safety
communications and interoperability.
The SAFECOM Interoperability Baseline
Survey is an essential step in a mission
to provide public safety
communications interoperability
nationwide.

In developing SAFECOM, DHS has
worked extensively with the public
safety community to create a descriptive
and measurable definition of public
safety interoperability that takes into
account issues of governance,
procedure, technology, training, and
usage. The SAFECOM Interoperability
Baseline Survey, which was developed
from this definition, will allow DHS to
measure the current state of public
safety communications interoperability
among state and local public safety
practitioners. This will provide a
baseline against which to track the
future impact of Federal programs and
provide a basis for identifying and
executing specific projects to improve
communications interoperability.

Public Participation

Interested persons are invited to
participate in this Information
Collection Request by submitting
written data, views, or arguments on all
aspects of the proposed Information
Collection Request. DHS also invites
comments that relate to the economic,
environmental, or federalism affects that
might result from this Information
Collection Request. Comments that will
provide the most assistance to DHS in
developing these procedures will
reference a specific portion of the
Information Collection Request, explain

the reason for any recommended
change, and include data, information,
or authority that support such
recommended change.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
DHS-2005—-0051 for this Information
Collection Request. All comments
received will be posted without change
to http://www. regulations.gov,
including any personal information
provided.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to http://
www.regulations.gov.

Analysis

Agency: Department of Homeland
Security, Science and Technology
Directorate, Office of Systems
Engineering and Development.

Title: SAFECOM Interoperability
Baseline Survey.

OMB Control Number: NEW.

Frequency: On Occasion.

Affected Public: State, Local or Tribal
Government.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
18,375.

Estimated Time per Response: 20
minutes per response.

Total Burden Hours: 6,125.

Total Cost Burden: None.

Dated: December 12, 2005.
Scott Charbo,
Chief Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 05-24180 Filed 12—16—05; 8:45 am]
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Coast Guard
[USCG-2005-23335]

Natural Working Group on Small
Passenger Vessel Access

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Notice of availability and
request for comments.

SUMMARY: On November 14, 2005, the
United States Coast Guard (USCG) and
the Passenger Vessel Association (PVA)
signed a charter establishing a Natural
Working Group (NWG). The purpose of
this NWG is to determine the
acceptability and usefulness of a
proposed risk matrix that was
developed, by the Volpe Center, to assist
small passenger vessel designers in
meeting the requirements of the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
without compromising vessel safety.
The USCG is seeking comments on this
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