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quota and the percent allocated to each
state is described in § 648.160.

The total commercial quota for
bluefish for the 2002 calendar year was
set equal to 10,500,000 1b (4,762,720 kg)
(66 FR 23625, May 9, 2002). The
resulting quotas for New York, Virginia,
Florida, and Rhode Island were
1,090,436 1b (494,753 kg), 1,247,348 1b
(565,787 kg), 1,056,269 1b (479,115 kg),
and 714,851 1b (324,251 kg),
respectively. Effective, September 12,
2002, (67 FR 57758) New York’s quota
was reduced by 216,064 1b (98,033 kg)
to 874,372 1b (396,721 kg) and, effective
October 8, 2002, (FR) Virginia’s quota
was reduced by 52,065 1b (23,623 kg) to
1,195,283 1b (541,833 kg).

The FMP allows two or more states,
under mutual agreement and with the
concurrence of the Administrator,
Northeast Region, NMFS (Regional
Administrator), to transfer or combine
part or all of their annual commercial
bluefish quotas. The Regional
Administrator must consider the criteria
set forth in §648.160(f)(1) in the
evaluation of requests for quota transfers
or combinations.

Virginia, Florida, and Rhode Island
have agreed to transfer 100,000 lb
(45,372 kg), 200,000 1b (90,744 kg), and
125,000 1b (56,689 kg), respectively, of
their 2002 adjusted commercial quotas
to New York. The revised quotas for the
calendar year 2002 following the
transfer are: Virginia, 1,095,283 lb
(496,952 kg), Florida, 856,269 b
(388,507 kg), Rhode Island 589,851 1b
(267,506 kg), and New York, 1,299,372
1b (589,284 kg).

The Regional Administrator has
determined that the criteria set forth in
§648.160(f)(1) have been met.

Classification

This action is taken under 50 CFR
part 648 and is exempt from review
under Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 2, 2002.
Virginia M. Fay,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 02—26014 Filed 10-10-02; 8:45 am]
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by
Vessels Catching Pacific Cod for
Processing by the Offshore
Component in the Central Regulatory
Area of the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific cod by vessels
catching Pacific cod for processing by
the offshore component in the Central
Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska
(GOA). This action is necessary to
prevent exceeding the 2002 Pacific cod
total allowable catch (TAC) apportioned
to vessels catching Pacific cod for
processing by the offshore component of
the Central Regulatory Area of the GOA.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local
time (A.Lt.), October 8, 2002, until 2400
hrs, A.l.t., December 31, 2002.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mary Furuness, 907-586—7228, or
Mary.Furuness@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared by the North
Pacific Fishery Management Council
under authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act. Regulations governing
fishing by U.S. vessels in accordance
with the FMP appear at subpart H of 50
CFR part 600 and 50 CFR part 679.
The 2002 Pacific cod TAC
apportioned to vessels catching Pacific
cod for processing by the offshore
component in the Central Regulatory
Area is 2,479 metric tons (mt) as
established by an emergency rule
implementing 2002 harvest
specifications and associated
management measures for the
groundfish fisheries off Alaska (67 FR

956, January 8, 2002 and 67 FR 34860,
May 16, 2002).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(i),
the Administrator, Alaska Region,
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has
determined that the 2002 Pacific cod
TAC apportioned to vessels catching
Pacific cod for processing by the
offshore component of the Central
Regulatory Area of the GOA will be
reached. Therefore, the Regional
Administrator is establishing a directed
fishing allowance of 1,979 mt, and is
setting aside the remaining 500 mt as
bycatch to support other anticipated
groundfish fisheries. In accordance with
§679.20(d)(1)(iii), the Regional
Administrator finds that this directed
fishing allowance will soon be reached.
Consequently, NMFS is prohibiting
directed fishing for Pacific cod by
vessels catching Pacific cod for
processing by the offshore component in
the Central Regulatory Area of the GOA.

Maximum retainable bycatch amounts
may be found in the regulations at
§679.20(e) and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best
available information recently obtained
from the fishery. The Assistant
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA,
finds good cause to waive the
requirement to provide prior notice and
opportunity for public comment
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is
contrary to the public interest. This
requirement is contrary to the public
interest as it would delay the closure of
the fishery, lead to exceeding the TAC,
and therefore reduce the public’s ability
to use and enjoy the fishery resource.

The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA also finds good cause
to waive the 30—day delay in the
effective date of this action under 5
U.S.C. 553(d)(3). This finding is based
upon the reasons provided above for
waiver of prior notice and opportunity
for public comment.This action is
required by §679.20 and is exempt from
review under Executive Order 12866.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: October 8, 2002.
Virginia M. Fay,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 02-26013 Filed 10-8—02; 3:09 pm]
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