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the effects of the activities for the initial 
IHA, NMFS determined that the Port of 
Bellingham’s activities would have a 
negligible impact on the affected species 
or stocks and that the authorized take 
numbers of each species or stock were 
small relative to the relevant stocks (e.g., 
less than one-third of the abundance of 
all stocks). Although some marine 
mammal abundances have changed 
since the initial IHA, none of this new 
information affects NMFS’ 
determinations supporting issuance of 
the initial IHAs. The mitigation 
measures and monitoring and reporting 
requirements as described above are 
nearly identical to the initial IHA. 

NMFS has preliminarily concluded 
that there is no new information 
suggesting that our analysis or findings 
should change from those reached for 
the initial IHA. This includes 
consideration of the estimated 
abundance of Steller sea lions and 
harbor seals decreasing slightly and 
being defined respectively. Based on the 
information and analysis contained here 
and in the referenced documents, NMFS 
has determined the following: (1) the 
required mitigation measures will effect 
the least practicable impact on marine 
mammal species or stocks and their 
habitat; (2) the authorized takes will 
have a negligible impact on the affected 
marine mammal species or stocks; (3) 
the authorized takes represent small 
numbers of marine mammals relative to 
the affected stock abundances; (4) the 
Port of Bellingham’s activities will not 
have an unmitigable adverse impact on 
taking for subsistence purposes as no 
relevant subsistence uses of marine 
mammals are implicated by this action, 
and; (5) appropriate monitoring and 
reporting requirements are included. 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) 
No incidental take of ESA-listed 

species is authorized or expected to 
result from this activity. Therefore, 
NMFS has determined that formal 
consultation under section 7 of the ESA 
is not required for this action. 

Proposed Renewal IHA and Request for 
Public Comment 

As a result of these preliminary 
determinations, NMFS proposes to issue 
a renewal IHA to the Port of Bellingham 
for conducting Maintenance and 
Rehabilitation of the Bellingham 
Shipping Terminal project in 
Bellingham, WA, from November 8, 
2024 to November 8, 2025, provided the 
previously described mitigation, 
monitoring, and reporting requirements 
are incorporated. A draft of the 
proposed and final initial IHA can be 
found at https://www.fisheries.

noaa.gov/action/incidental-take- 
authorization-port-bellinghams- 
bellingham-shipping-terminal- 
bellingham. We request comment on our 
analyses, the proposed renewal IHA, 
and any other aspect of this notice. 
Please include with your comments any 
supporting data or literature citations to 
help inform our final decision on the 
request for MMPA authorization. 

Dated: October 1, 2024. 
Kimberly Damon-Randall, 
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–22987 Filed 10–3–24; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Pacific Fishery 
Management Council’s (Pacific Council) 
Highly Migratory Species Management 
Team (HMSMT) will hold a webinar, 
which is open to the public. 
DATES: The online meeting will be held 
Monday, October 21, 2024, from 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. or until business for the day 
is completed. 
ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held 
online. Specific meeting information, 
including directions on how to join the 
meeting and system requirements, will 
be provided in the meeting 
announcement on the Pacific Council’s 
website (see www.pcouncil.org). You 
may send an email to Mr. Kris 
Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
noaa.gov) or contact him at (503) 820– 
2412 for technical assistance. 

Council address: Pacific Fishery 
Management Council, 7700 NE 
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland, 
OR 97220–1384. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kit 
Dahl, Staff Officer, Pacific Council; 
telephone: (503) 820–2422. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
purpose of this HMSMT webinar is to 
discuss relevant topics on the Pacific 
Council’s November 2024 meeting 
agenda to assist in the preparation of 
reports for these items. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in the meeting agenda may be 

discussed, those issues may not be the 
subject of formal action during this 
meeting. Action will be restricted to 
those issues specifically listed in this 
document and any issues arising after 
publication of this document that 
require emergency action under section 
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the intent to take final action to address 
the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 
Requests for sign language 

interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Mr. Kris 
Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
noaa.gov; (503) 820–2412) at least 10 
days prior to the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: September 30, 2024. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–22925 Filed 10–3–24; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council (Council) is 
holding a hybrid meeting of its 
Scientific and Statistical Committee 
(SSC) to consider actions affecting New 
England fisheries in the exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ). 
Recommendations from this group will 
be brought to the full Council for formal 
consideration and action, if appropriate. 
DATES: This meeting will be held on 
Monday, October 21, 2024, beginning at 
9 a.m. 
ADDRESSES: 

Meeting address: This meeting will be 
held at the Hilton Garden Inn Logan 
Airport, 100 Boardman St., Boston, MA 
02128; telephone: (617) 567–5678. 

Webinar Registration information: 
https://nefmc-org.zoom.us/webinar/ 
register/WN_uJ7eG1cYSNyCs7_
QnZNsdQ. 

Council address: New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. 
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