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selecting ‘‘Records Open for Public 
Comment’’ from the Features box on the 
Applications and Permits for Protected 
Species (APPS) home page, https:// 
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting 
File No. 15634 from the list of available 
applications. 

These documents are also available 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following offices: 

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301) 427–8401; fax (301) 713–0376; 

Northwest Region, NMFS, 7600 Sand 
Point Way NE, BIN C15700, Bldg. 1, 
Seattle, WA 98115–0700; phone (206) 
526–6150; fax (206) 526–6426; and 

Southwest Region, NMFS, 501 West 
Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach, 
CA 90802–4213; phone (562) 980–4001; 
fax (562) 980–4018. 

Written comments on this application 
should be submitted to the Chief, 
Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division 

• By e-mail to 
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov (include 
the File No. in the subject line of the e- 
mail), 

• By facsimile to (301)713–0376, or 
• At the address listed above. 
Those individuals requesting a public 

hearing should submit a written request 
to the Chief, Permits, Conservation and 
Education Division at the address listed 
above. The request should set forth the 
specific reasons why a hearing on this 
application would be appropriate. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Amy Hapeman or Colette Cairns, (301) 
427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
subject permit is requested under the 
authority of the Endangered Species Act 
of 1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.) and the regulations 
governing the taking, importing, and 
exporting of endangered and threatened 
species (50 CFR 222–226). 

The SWFSC proposes to conduct 
research on leatherback sea turtles to 
continue long-term monitoring of their 
status off the coasts of California, 
Oregon, and Washington. This purpose 
of the work is to identify critical forage 
habitats, genetic stock structure, 
migratory corridors, and potential 
fishery impacts for leatherbacks. Up to 
55 sea turtles would be located annually 
through aerial surveys and subsequently 
approached from a research vessel for 
remote tissue sampling and attachment 
of a suction-cup transmitter. After tag 
attachment a subset of the animals 
would be captured by breakaway 
hoopnet for additional research 

procedures before release: measure; 
weigh; flipper and passive integrated 
transponder tag; ultrasound; tissue, 
blood, cloacal swab and fat sample; 
opportunistically sample feces and 
stomach contents; photograph/video; 
insertion of a stomach pill; transmitter 
attachment via suction-cup and drilling 
through the medial ridge; and/or 
oxytetracline injection. The permit 
would be valid for 5 years from the date 
of issuance. 

Dated: September 16, 2011. 
P. Michael Payne, 
Chief, Permits, Conservation and ducation 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2011–24252 Filed 9–20–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XA503 

Marine Mammals; File No. 16510 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; issuance of permit. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
Blank Park Zoo [Kevin V. Drees, 
Responsible Party], 7401 SW Ninth, Des 
Moines, IA 50315 has been issued a 
permit to import up to five non- 
releasable California sea lions (Zalophus 
californianus) and harbor seals (Phoca 
vitulina) for public display. 
ADDRESSES: The permit and related 
documents are available for review 
upon written request or by appointment 
in the following offices: 

Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room 
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone 
(301) 427–8401; fax (301) 713–0376; and 

Southeast Region, NMFS, 263 13th 
Avenue South, Saint Petersburg, Florida 
33701; phone (727) 824–5312; fax (727) 
824–5309. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Laura Morse or Jennifer Skidmore, (301) 
427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June 
24, 2011, notice was published in the 
Federal Register (76 FR 37063) that a 
request for a public display permit, had 
been submitted by the above-named 
organization to import up to five non- 
releasable marine mammals over the 
next five year period including two 
harbor seals in the fall of 2011 from the 

Marine Mammal Rescue Division of the 
Vancouver Aquarium, Vancouver, 
Canada for purposes of public display. 
The requested permit has been granted 
under the authority of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act of 1972, as 
amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) and 
the regulations governing the taking and 
importing of marine mammals (50 CFR 
part 216). 

In compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a final 
determination has been made that the 
activity proposed is categorically 
excluded from the requirement to 
prepare an environmental assessment or 
environmental impact statement. 

Dated: September 16, 2011. 
P. Michael Payne, 
Chief, Permits, Conservation and Education 
Division, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2011–24248 Filed 9–20–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XA716 

North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meeting 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of a public meeting of the 
North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council’s (Council) Pacific Northwest 
Crab Industry Advisory Committee. 

SUMMARY: The Pacific Northwest Crab 
Industry Advisory Committee will meet 
October 13, 2011 at the Leif Erickson 
Hall in Ballard, WA. In Alaska, listening 
sites for the meeting will be located at 
the Unalaska City Hall and in Kodiak 
listening site to be announced. 
DATES: The meeting will be held on 
October 13, 2011. 
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Leif Erickson Hall, 2245 NW 57th 
Street, Seattle, WA 98107 (in Ballard). 

Council address: North Pacific 
Fishery Management Council, 605 W. 
4th Ave., Suite 306, Anchorage, AK 
99501–2252. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Diana Stram, Council staff; telephone: 
(907) 271–2809. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Agenda— 
Alaska Department of Fish & Game/ 
NMFS scientists from Alaska will be 
presenting the information on these 
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fisheries topics: Review total allowable 
catch (TAC) limits for the 2011/12 crab 
season; NMFS Eastern Bering Sea 
survey overview; review status of Bristol 
Bay red king crab, Eastern Bering Sea 
Tanner crab, Bering Sea snow crab, 
Saint Matthew and Pribilof Islands king 
crab. 

Special Accommodations 

The meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to Gail 
Bendixen at (907) 271–2809 at least 7 
working days prior to the meeting date. 

Dated: September 16, 2011. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2011–24210 Filed 9–20–11; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3510–22–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

RIN 0648–XA691 

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to 
Specified Activities; Taking Marine 
Mammals Incidental to Seismic Survey 
in Cook Inlet, Alaska 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; proposed incidental 
harassment authorization; request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: NMFS received an 
application from Apache Alaska 
Corporation (Apache) for an Incidental 
Harassment Authorization (IHA) to take 
marine mammals, by harassment, 
incidental to a proposed 3D seismic 
survey in Cook Inlet, Alaska, between 
November 2011 and November 2012. 
Pursuant to the Marine Mammal 
Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS requests 
comments on its proposal to issue an 
IHA to Apache to take, by Level B 
harassment only, five species of marine 
mammals during the specified activity. 
DATES: Comments and information must 
be received no later than October 21, 
2011. 

ADDRESSES: Comments on the 
application should be addressed to 
Michael Payne, Chief, Permits, 
Conservation and Education Division, 
Office of Protected Resources, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 East- 
West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 
20910. The mailbox address for 

providing e-mail comments is 
ITA.Hopper@noaa.gov. NMFS is not 
responsible for e-mail comments sent to 
addresses other than the one provided 
here. Comments sent via e-mail, 
including all attachments, must not 
exceed a 10-megabyte file size. 

Instructions: All comments received 
are a part of the public record and will 
generally be posted to http:// 
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/ 
incidental.htm without change. All 
Personal Identifying Information (for 
example, name, address, etc.) 
voluntarily submitted by the commenter 
may be publicly accessible. Do not 
submit Confidential Business 
Information or otherwise sensitive or 
protected information. 

A copy of the application used in this 
document may be obtained by writing to 
the address specified above, telephoning 
the contact listed below (see FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT), or 
visiting the Internet at: http:// 
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/ 
incidental.htm. Documents cited in this 
notice may also be viewed, by 
appointment, during regular business 
hours, at the aforementioned address. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Brian D. Hopper, Office of Protected 
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the 
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct 
the Secretary of Commerce to allow, 
upon request, the incidental, but not 
intentional, taking of small numbers of 
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who 
engage in a specified activity (other than 
commercial fishing) within a specified 
geographical region if certain findings 
are made and either regulations are 
issued or, if the taking is limited to 
harassment, a notice of a proposed 
authorization is provided to the public 
for review. 

Authorization for incidental takings 
shall be granted if NMFS finds that the 
taking will have a negligible impact on 
the species or stock(s), will not have an 
unmitigable adverse impact on the 
availability of the species or stock(s) for 
subsistence uses (where relevant), and if 
the permissible methods of taking and 
requirements pertaining to the 
mitigation, monitoring and reporting of 
such takings are set forth. NMFS has 
defined ‘‘negligible impact’’ in 50 CFR 
216.103 as ‘‘* * * an impact resulting 
from the specified activity that cannot 
be reasonably expected to, and is not 
reasonably likely to, adversely affect the 
species or stock through effects on 
annual rates of recruitment or survival.’’ 

Section 101(a)(5)(D) of the MMPA 
established an expedited process by 
which citizens of the U.S. can apply for 
an authorization to incidentally take 
small numbers of marine mammals by 
harassment. Section 101(a)(5)(D) 
establishes a 45-day time limit for 
NMFS review of an application 
followed by a 30-day public notice and 
comment period on any proposed 
authorizations for the incidental 
harassment of marine mammals. Within 
45 days of the close of the comment 
period, NMFS must either issue or deny 
the authorization. 

Except with respect to certain 
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA 
defines ‘‘harassment’’ as: 
any act of pursuit, torment, or annoyance 
which (i) has the potential to injure a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the wild 
[‘‘Level A harassment’’]; or (ii) has the 
potential to disturb a marine mammal or 
marine mammal stock in the wild by causing 
disruption of behavioral patterns, including, 
but not limited to, migration, breathing, 
nursing, breeding, feeding, or sheltering 
[‘‘Level B harassment’’]. 

Summary of Request 

NMFS received an application on 
June 15, 2011, from Apache for the 
taking, by harassment, of marine 
mammals incidental to a 3D seismic 
survey program in Cook Inlet, Alaska. 
After addressing comments from NMFS, 
Apache modified its application and 
submitted a revised application on July 
19, 2011. The July 19, 2011, application 
is the one available for public comment 
(see ADDRESSES) and considered by 
NMFS for this proposed IHA. 

The proposed 3D seismic surveys 
would employ the use of two source 
vessels. Each source vessel will be 
equipped with compressors and 2400 
in3 air gun arrays, as well as additional 
lower-powered and higher frequency 
survey equipment for collecting 
bathymetric and shallow sub-bottom 
data. In addition, one source vessel will 
be equipped with a 440 in3 shallow 
water air gun array, which it can deploy 
at high tide in the intertidal area in less 
than 1.8 m of water. The proposed 
survey will take place on Apache’s 
leases in Cook Inlet, and during the first 
year Apache anticipates completing 
∼829 km2 of seismic acquisition along 
the west coast of Cook Inlet from the 
McArthur River up and to the south of 
the Beluga river, in water depths of 0– 
128 m (0–420 ft). 

Apache intends to conduct offshore/ 
transition (intertidal) zone marine 
surveys during November and December 
2011 and March 2012. Nearshore areas 
adjacent to uplands and offshore areas 
will be acquired in open water periods 
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