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qualifications for Lifeline (Medicaid,
SNAP, etc.). EBBP provided $3.2 billion
in monthly consumer discounts for
broadband service and one-time
provider reimbursement for a connected
device (laptop, desktop computer or
tablet). In the Infrastructure Investment
and Jobs Act, Public Law 117-58, 135
Stat. 429, 1238—44 (2021) (codified at 47
U.S.C. 1751-52), Congress modified and
extended EBBP, provided an additional
$14.2 billion, and renamed it the
Affordable Connectivity Program (ACP).
A household may qualify for the ACP
benefit under various criteria, including
an individual qualifying for the FCC’s
Lifeline program.

In a Report and Order adopted on
March 31, 2016, (81 FR 33026, May 24,
2016) (2016 Lifeline Modernization
Order), the Commission ordered USAC
to create a National Lifeline Eligibility
Verifier (‘“National Verifier”), including
the National Lifeline Eligibility Database
(LED), that would match data about
Lifeline applicants and subscribers with
other data sources to verify the
eligibility of an applicant or subscriber.
The Commission found that the
National Verifier would reduce
compliance costs for Lifeline service
providers, improve service for Lifeline
subscribers, and reduce waste, fraud,
and abuse in the program.

The Consolidated Appropriations Act
of 2021 directs the FCC to leverage the
National Verifier to verify applicants’
eligibility for ACP. The purpose of this
matching program is to verify the
eligibility of Lifeline and ACP
applicants and subscribers by
determining whether they receive SNAP
benefits administered by the South
Carolina Department of Social Services.

Participating Agencies

South Carolina Department of Social
Services (source agency); Federal
Communications Commission (recipient
agency) and Universal Service
Administrative Company.

Authority for Conducting the Matching
Program

The authority to conduct the
matching program for the FCC’s ACP is
47 U.S.C. 1752(a)—(b). The authority to
conduct the matching program for the
FCC’s Lifeline program is 47 U.S.C.
254(a)—(c), (j).

Purpose(s)

The purpose of this new matching
agreement is to verify the eligibility of
applicants and subscribers to Lifeline,
as well as to ACP and other Federal
programs that use qualification for
Lifeline as an eligibility criterion. This
new agreement will permit eligibility

verification for the Lifeline program and
ACP by checking an applicant’s/
subscriber’s participation in SNAP in
South Carolina. Under FCC rules,
consumers receiving these benefits
qualify for Lifeline discounts and also
for ACP benefits.

Categories of Individuals

The categories of individuals whose
information is involved in the matching
program include, but are not limited to,
those individuals who have applied for
Lifeline and/or ACP benefits; are
currently receiving Lifeline and/or ACP
benefits; are individuals who enable
another individual in their household to
qualify for Lifeline and/or ACP benefits;
are minors whose status qualifies a
parent or guardian for Lifeline and/or
ACP benefits; or are individuals who
have received Lifeline and/or ACP
benefits.

Categories of Records

The categories of records involved in
the matching program include the last
four digits of the applicant’s Social
Security Number, date of birth, and last
name. The National Verifier will
transfer these data elements to the South
Carolina Department of Social Services
which will respond either “yes” or “no”
that the individual is enrolled in a
qualifying assistance program: SNAP
administered by the South Carolina
Department of Social Services.

System(s) of Records

The records shared as part of this
matching program reside in the Lifeline
system of records, FCC/WCB-1,
Lifeline, which was published in the
Federal Register at 86 FR 11526 (Feb.
25, 2021).

The records shared as part of this
matching program reside in the ACP
system of records, FCC/WCB-3,
Affordable Connectivity Program, which
was published in the Federal Register at
86 FR 71494 (Dec. 16, 2021).

Federal Communications Commission.
Marlene Dortch,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024-18131 Filed 8-13-24; 8:45 am]
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Office of Management and Budget

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: As part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork burdens, as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act (PRA) of 1995, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC or
the Commission) invites the general
public and other Federal Agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on the
following information collection.
Pursuant to the Small Business
Paperwork Relief Act of 2002, the FCC
seeks specific comment on how it might
“further reduce the information
collection burden for small business
concerns with fewer than 25
employees.”

DATES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be
submitted on or before September 13,
2024.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be sent to
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.
Find this particular information
collection by selecting ““Currently under
30-day Review—Open for Public
Comments” or by using the search
function. Your comment must be
submitted into www.reginfo.gov per the
above instructions for it to be
considered. In addition to submitting in
www.reginfo.gov also send a copy of
your comment on the proposed
information collection to Cathy
Williams, FCC, via email to PRA@
fecc.gov and to Cathy.Williams@fcc.gov.
Include in the comments the OMB
control number as shown in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION below.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
additional information or copies of the
information collection, contact Cathy
Williams at (202) 418—2918. To view a
copy of this information collection
request (ICR) submitted to OMB: (1) go
to the web page http://www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain, (2) look for the
section of the web page called
“Currently Under Review,” (3) click on
the downward-pointing arrow in the
“Select Agency”’ box below the
“Currently Under Review” heading, (4)
select “Federal Communications
Commission” from the list of agencies
presented in the “Select Agency” box,
(5) click the “Submit” button to the
right of the “Select Agency” box, (6)
when the list of FCC ICRs currently
under review appears, look for the Title
of this ICR and then click on the ICR
Reference Number. A copy of the FCC
submission to OMB will be displayed.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Commission may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
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unless it displays a currently valid
Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) control number. No person shall
be subject to any penalty for failing to
comply with a collection of information
subject to the PRA that does not display
a valid OMB control number.

As part of its continuing effort to
reduce paperwork burdens, as required
by the Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA)
of 1995 (44 U.S.C. 3501-3520), the FCC
invited the general public and other
Federal Agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on the
following information collection.
Comments are requested concerning: (a)
Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Commission, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the Commission’s
burden estimates; (c) ways to enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information collected; and (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on the respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology. Pursuant to the
Small Business Paperwork Relief Act of
2002, Public Law 107-198, see 44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(4), the FCC seeks specific
comment on how it might “further
reduce the information collection
burden for small business concerns with
fewer than 25 employees.”

OMB Control Number: 3060-0999.

Title: Hearing Aid Compatibility
Status Report and Section 20.19,
Hearing Aid-Compatible Mobile
Handsets (Hearing Aid Compatibility
Act).

Form Numbers: FCC Forms 655 and
855.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business or other for-
profit entities.

Number of Respondents: 934
respondents; 934 responses.

Estimated Time per Response: 13.97
hours per response (average).

Frequency of Response: On occasion
and annual reporting requirements;
Recordkeeping requirement; Third party
disclosure requirement.

Obligation to Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. Statutory
authority for this information collection
is contained in 47 U.S.C. 151, 154(i),
157, 160, 201, 202, 214, 301, 303, 308,
309(j), 310 and 610 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as
amended.

Total Annual Burden: 13,049 hours.

Total Annual Cost: No cost.

Needs and Uses: The Commission is
requesting that OMB grant it a three-

year extension of the currently approved
information collection related to the
Commission’s wireless hearing aid
compatibility requirements located in
section 20.19 of the Commission’s rules.
47 CFR 20.19. OMB’s approval of the
information collection contain in these
rules expires on October 31, 2024.
While the Commission is not requesting
approval of any substantive changes to
the information collection, it is
requesting approval of a few minor,
non-substantive changes to FCC Form
855 and the related instructions. The
Commission uses this form to ensure
wireless service provider compliance
with the hearing aid compatibility rules.
The Commission is also requesting
approval of certain minor, non-
substantive changes to the instructions
for FCC Form 655 but not to the form,
itself. The Commission uses this form to
ensure handset manufacturer
compliance with the Commission’s
hearing aid compatibility rules. These
changes are for clarification purposes
only and do not affect the burden hours
or the cost of compliance associated
with the approved information
collection.

The Commission’s wireless hearing
aid compatibility rules ensure that
consumers with hearing loss have the
same access to the newest and most
technologically advanced handset
models as consumers without hearing
loss. These rules were adopted by the
Commission in response to the Hearing
Aid Compatibility Act, which was
enacted in 1988 and is codified as
amended at 47 U.S.C. 610. See Public
Law 100-394, sec. 3, 102 Stat. 976, 976
(1988). In order to ensure handset
manufacturer and service provider
compliance with the Hearing Aid
Compatibility Act and the Commission’s
regulations implementing the Act, the
Commission has adopted handset
labeling and disclosure requirements,
website posting and record retention
requirements, and handset manufacturer
and mobile wireless service provider
reporting requirements. See 47 CFR
20.19(f), (h), (i). These requirements are
the subject of this information collection
submission, and these regulations
ensure that consumers are given the
information that they need to make
informed purchasing decisions and that
handset manufacturers and service
providers meet hearing aid-compatible
handset model deployment
requirements that the Commission has
adopted.

The Commission is not proposing
changes to the handset labeling and
disclosure requirements, nor to the
website posting and record retention
requirements. These requirements will

remain unchanged after OMB approval
of this information collection
submission.

With respect to FCC Form 855, the
Commission is proposing to add an
information icon to two of the form’s
questions for clarification purposes
only. The two questions appear in the
certification part of the form and the
Commission will place a validation stop
after each question to ensure that filers
provide answers to the questions before
proceeding to complete the form. The
two information icons will be placed in
the following locations and will provide
as follows:

¢ One information icon will be placed
at the end of the question requesting
filers to provide the percentage of
hearing-aid compatible handset models
that they provided for the reporting
period. The information icon will
provide the following clarification: “If
your company claims a HAC handset
model compliance percentage of less
than 85%, then you must indicate above
which de minimis exception your
company is claiming.” The addition of
this information icon will not change
what the question is asking, but will
provide filers with guidance on how to
complete the form.

¢ The second information icon will
be placed at the end of the question
requesting filers who maintain publicly
accessible websites to provide the
website address where required hearing
aid compatibility information is posted.
The information icon will provide the
following clarification: “If your
company did not have a publicly-
accessible website for the reporting
period, then type the following
statement into the box: ‘For the
reporting period, [name of company]
did not operate a publicly-accessible
website.””” The addition of this
information icon will not change what
the question is asking, but will provide
filers with guidance on how to complete
the form.

In addition to these minor, non-
substantive changes to FCC Form 855,
the Commission is proposing to modify
the form’s instructions to provide the
following clarifications:

e The filing window for the form
opens on the first business day in
January each year and closes on January
31, unless January 31 is not a business
day. In this case, the filing window
closes on the first business day after
January 31. This change conforms the
form’s instructions concerning the filing
window with the information on the
Commission’s wireless hearing aid
compatibility website concerning the
filing window.
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¢ The instruction which states that
service providers should provide the
percentage of handset models that they
offered for the reporting period that
were hearing aid-compatible will be
modified by changing the word
“should” to “must,” and “must” will be
bolded for emphasis. This instruction
will also reference the information icon
discussed above that will be added to
this question for clarification purposes
only.

¢ The instruction which states that
service providers must post on their
publicly accessible websites certain
hearing aid compatibility information
required by the Commission’s rules will
be modified by bolding the existing
word “must” for emphasis. This
instruction will also reference the
information icon discussed above that
will be added to this question for
clarification purposes only.

¢ The instruction which states that
service providers who are not in full
compliance with the Commission’s
hearing aid compatibility rules must
provide an attachment explaining their
non-compliance will be modified by
bolding the existing word “must” for
emphasis.

The Commission is not seeking
approval of any changes to FCC Form
655 used by handset manufacturers to
show compliance with the
Commission’s hearing aid compatibility
requirements. The Commission is
proposing to modify the form’s
instructions to provide the following
clarifications:

e The filing window for the form
opens on the first business day in July
each year and closes on July 31, unless
July 31 is not a business day. In this
case, the filing window closes on the
first business day after July 31. This
change conforms the form’s instructions
concerning the filing window with the
information on the Commission’s
wireless hearing aid compatibility
website concerning the filing window.

¢ The instruction which states that
handset manufacturers must post on
their publicly accessible websites
certain hearing aid compatibility
information required by the
Commission’s rules will be modified by
bolding the existing word “must” for
emphasis.

These minor, non-substantive
modifications the Commission is
proposing to the existing information
collection will provide clarity and
promote efficiency. These changes will
not affect the burden estimate or
compliance cost that OMB has
previously approved for this
information collection. After the 60-day
comment period expires, the

Commission will submit the
information collection to OMB to obtain
a full three-year clearance.

Federal Communications Commission.
Marlene Dortch,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2024-18124 Filed 8-13—24; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 6712-01-P

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS
COMMISSION

[OMB 3060-0439, 3060-0665, and 3060-
0973; FR ID 238496]

Information Collections Being
Reviewed by the Federal
Communications Commission Under
Delegated Authority

AGENCY: Federal Communications
Commission.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: As part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork burdens, and as
required by the Paperwork Reduction
Act (PRA) of 1995, the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC or
Commission) invites the general public
and other Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on the
following information collections.
Comments are requested concerning:
whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
Commission, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
the accuracy of the Commission’s
burden estimate; ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the
information collected; ways to minimize
the burden of the collection of
information on the respondents,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology; and ways to
further reduce the information
collection burden on small business
concerns with fewer than 25 employees.
The FCC may not conduct or sponsor a
collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number. No person shall be subject to
any penalty for failing to comply with
a collection of information subject to the
PRA that does not display a valid OMB
control number.

DATES: Written PRA comments should
be submitted on or before October 15,
2024. If you anticipate that you will be
submitting comments, but find it
difficult to do so within the period of
time allowed by this notice, you should
advise the contact listed below as soon
as possible.

ADDRESSES: Direct all PRA comments to
Cathy Williams, FCC, via email PRA@
fecc.gov and to Cathy.Williams@fcc.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
additional information about the
information collection, contact Cathy
Williams at (202) 418-2918.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

OMB Control Number: 3060-0439.

Title: Section 64.201, Regulations
Concerning Indecent Communications
by Telephone.

Form Number: N/A.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Respondents: Business or other for—
profit entities; Individuals or
households.

Number of Respondents and
Responses: 10,200 respondents; 30,000
responses.

Estimated Time per Response: .166
hours (10 minutes average per
response).

Frequency of Response: On occasion
reporting requirements; Third party
disclosure.

Obligation to Respond: Required to
obtain or retain benefits. The statutory
authority for the information collection
requirements is found at Section 223 of
the Communications Act of 1934, as
amended (the Act), 47 U.S.C. 223,
Obscene or Harassing Telephone Calls
in the District of Columbia or in
Interstate or Foreign Communications.

Total Annual Burden: 4,980 hours.

Total Annual Cost: No cost.

Needs and Uses: Under section 223 of
the Act, common carriers are required,
to the extent technically feasible, to
prohibit access to obscene or indecent
communications from the telephone of
a subscriber who has not previously
requested such access in writing, if the
carrier collects charges from subscribers
for such communications. 47 CFR
64.201 implements section 223 of the
Act, and also include the following
information collection requirements: (1)
Adult message service providers notify
their carriers in writing of the nature of
their service; and (2) A provider of adult
message services request that its carriers
identify these services as such in bills
to their subscribers. The information
requirements are imposed on carriers,
and on adult message service providers
and those who solicit their services, to
ensure that minors and anyone who has
not consented to access such material
are denied access to such material in
adult message services.

OMB Control Number: 3060—-0665.

Title: Section 64.707, Public
Dissemination of Information by
Providers of Operator Services.

Form Number: N/A.
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