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programs more uniform so that small 
businesses applying for multiple 
certifications face a common standard of 
review where possible. The certification 
programs affected are the 8(a) Business 
Development (BD) program, the women- 
owned small business program, the 
veteran-owned small business program, 
and the HUBZone program. 

Solicitation of Public Comments 
SBA is requesting comments on (a) 

Whether the collection of information is 
necessary for the agency to properly 
perform its functions; (b) whether the 
burden estimates are accurate; (c) 
whether there are ways to minimize the 
burden, including through the use of 
automated techniques or other forms of 
information technology; and (d) whether 
there are ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information. 

Summary of Information Collection 
PRA Number: 3245–0393. 
(1) Title: Mentor Protégé Program. 
Description of Respondents: Based on 

authorities provided in the Small 
Business Jobs Act of 2010 and the 
National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2013, the Small Business 
Administration operated a Government- 
wide mentor-protégé program for small 
business concerns, including concerns 
in SBA’s socioeconomic contracting 
programs. This information collection 
will facilitate implementation and 
administration of the mentor-protégé 
program. 

Form Number: SBA Form 2459— 
Mentor Protégé Agreement, SBA Form 
2460—Mentor Protégé Benefits Report. 

Total Estimated Annual Responses: 
8,000. 

Total Estimated Annual Hour Burden: 
8,000. 

Curtis B. Rich, 
Agency Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2024–11954 Filed 5–30–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8026–09–P 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

Reporting and Recordkeeping 
Requirements Under OMB Review 

AGENCY: Small Business Administration. 
ACTION: 30-Day notice. 

SUMMARY: The Small Business 
Administration (SBA) is seeking 
approval from the Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) for the information 
collection described below. In 
accordance with the Paperwork 
Reduction Act and OMB procedures, 
SBA is publishing this notice to allow 
all interested member of the public an 

additional 30 days to provide comments 
on the proposed collection of 
information. 

DATES: Submit comments on or before 
July 1, 2024. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments and 
recommendations for this information 
collection request should be sent within 
30 days of publication of this notice to 
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain. 
Find this particular information 
collection request by selecting ‘‘Small 
Business Administration’’; ‘‘Currently 
Under Review,’’ then select the ‘‘Only 
Show ICR for Public Comment’’ 
checkbox. This information collection 
can be identified by title and/or OMB 
Control Number. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: You 
may obtain a copy of the information 
collection and supporting documents 
from the Agency Clearance Office at 
Curtis.Rich@sba.gov; (202) 205–7030, or 
from www.reginfo.gov/public/do/ 
PRAMain. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This is a 
request for the extension with changes 
to a currently approved collection 
(previous OMB number: 3245–0392). 
Through the RIC Initiative, the SBA is 
investing in regional clusters— 
geographic concentrations of 
interconnected companies, specialized 
suppliers, academic institutions, service 
providers, and associated organizations 
with a specific industry focus— 
throughout the United States that span 
a variety of industries. The three 
primary goals of the initiative are to (1) 
increase opportunities for small 
business participation within clusters, 
(2) promote innovation in the industries 
on which the clusters are focused, and 
(3) enhance economic development and 
growth in cluster regions. To achieve 
these goals, the clusters provide a host 
of services to the target population of 
small and emerging businesses within 
their regional and industry focuses. 
Services include direct business 
advising and support and sponsoring 
events, such as networking 
opportunities with investors, partner 
organizations, ESOs, and other 
stakeholders in the regions. This 
information collection is necessary for 
the SBA to understand the progress of 
the RIC Initiative towards achieving its 
goals. 

The evaluation consists of two key 
components: an implementation 
evaluation and an outcome evaluation. 
The implementation evaluation focuses 
on how the Initiative is implemented 
across the fourteen clusters and on the 
services that each cluster provides to its 
small businesses. The outcome 

evaluation focuses on short and 
intermediate-term outcomes linked 
directly to the cluster services, as well 
as on long-term business outcomes that 
can be reasonably expected to result 
from the short- and intermediate-term 
outcomes. The short-term outcomes 
include the satisfaction and the 
perceived effectiveness of the program 
for business management and growth. 
The intermediate-term outcomes 
include development of new products, 
commercialization of new technologies, 
marketing and export services, 
improved access to capital, and industry 
integration. Long-term outcomes 
include increased revenue and 
employment. Over the previous years, 
evaluation results have helped to track 
the program performance outcomes and 
provide suggestions for program 
improvements to better facilitate 
innovation and small business growth. 
Furthermore, the evaluation survey data 
helped the SBA to better focus cluster 
activities on local contexts, particularly 
for rural and agricultural small 
businesses. This data will not be used 
to evaluate the effectiveness of an 
individual cluster. 

The data collection effort involves 
three types of RIC Initiative 
stakeholders: small businesses, partner 
organizations, and cluster 
administrators. Small businesses 
participating in the cluster will be sent 
an online survey to provide data about 
their cluster participation experiences, 
satisfaction with the program and its 
components, the performance of their 
firms with respect to a variety of 
outcomes, and the role of cluster 
participation in the achievement of 
these outcomes. Similarly, partner 
organizations will be asked to complete 
an online survey to provide data about 
their experiences with the RIC Initiative. 
The questions include reasons for the 
RIC participation, collaboration with 
and support for small businesses, and 
the role of cluster participation on key 
organizational outcomes associated with 
the RIC Initiative participation. Small 
businesses and partner organizations 
will also be interviewed once a year to 
obtain information on barriers, 
facilitators, and other local influences 
on cluster and ecosystem engagement, 
best practices to facilitate innovation, 
and suggestions for potential cluster 
improvements (among other topics). The 
cluster administrators will be asked to 
provide participant rosters, which 
provide the framework for the surveys 
that the small businesses and partner 
organizations are sent. The 
administrator survey requests 
information about the services they 
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provided to these two groups of 
stakeholders, and their operations in 
general. Cluster administrators will also 
be interviewed once a year to obtain 
information about how their operations 
have evolved, the adjustments they 
made, best practices, issues 
encountered, and the lessons learned. 

Small Business Web Survey. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 180. 
Frequency of Response: Once per year. 
Estimated Average Minutes per 
Respondent: 114.7. Estimated Total 
Annual Hour Burden: 344. Small 
Business Interview. Estimated Total 
Number of Respondents: 12. Frequency 
of Response: Once per year. Estimated 
Average Minutes per Response: 43. 
Estimated Total Annual Hour Burden: 
8.6. Partner Organization Web Survey. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 150. 
Frequency of Response: Once per year. 
Estimated Average Minutes per 
Respondent: 71. Estimated Annual Hour 
Burden: 177.5. Partner organization 
Interview. Estimated Total Number of 
Respondents: 12. Frequency of 
Response: Once per year. Estimated 
Average Minutes per Response: 37. 
Estimated Total Annual Hour Burden: 
7.4. Cluster Administrator Interview. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 20. 
Frequency of Response: Once per year. 
Estimated Average Minutes per 
Response: 87. Estimated Annual Hour 
Burden: 29. Cluster Administrator Web 
Survey. Estimated Number of 
Respondents: 20. Frequency of 
Response: Once per year. Estimated 
Average Minutes per Response: 35.3. 
Estimated Annual Hour Burden: 11.8 
(including the time needed for 
administrators to prepare their rosters). 
Administrative data request. Estimated 
Number of Respondents: 20. Frequency 
of Response: Once per year. Estimated 
Average Minutes per Response: 30. 
Estimated Annual Hour Burden: 10. 

Solicitation of Public Comments 
Comments may be submitted on (a) 

whether the collection of information is 
necessary for the agency to properly 
perform its functions; (b) whether the 
burden estimates are accurate; (c) 
whether there are ways to minimize the 
burden, including through the use of 
automated techniques or other forms of 
information technology; and (d) whether 
there are ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information. 

OMB Control: 3245–0392. 
Title: Evaluation of the Regional 

Innovation Cluster (RIC) Initiative. 
Description of Respondents: Small 

businesses concerns and partner 
organizations involved in Regional 
Innovation Clusters and cluster 
administrators. 

SBA Form Number: N/A. 
Form Number: N/A. 
Total Estimated Annual Responses: 

350. 
Total Estimated Annual Hour Burden: 

531.5. 

Curtis Rich, 
Agency Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2024–11967 Filed 5–30–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8026–09–P 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

[Disaster Declaration #20347 and #20348; 
NORTH CAROLINA Disaster Number NC– 
20003] 

Administrative Declaration of a 
Disaster for the State of North Carolina 

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business 
Administration. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: This is a notice of an 
Administrative declaration of a disaster 
for the State of North Carolina dated 05/ 
24/2024. 

Incident: Severe Storms and 
Tornadoes. 

Incident Period: 05/08/2024. 
DATES: Issued on 05/24/2024. 

Physical Loan Application Deadline 
Date: 07/23/2024. 

Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan 
Application Deadline Date: 02/24/2025. 
ADDRESSES: Visit the MySBA Loan 
Portal at https://lending.sba.gov to 
apply for a disaster assistance loan. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Alan Escobar, Office of Disaster 
Recovery & Resilience, U.S. Small 
Business Administration, 409 3rd Street 
SW, Suite 6050, Washington, DC 20416, 
(202) 205–6734. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is 
hereby given that as a result of the 
Administrator’s disaster declaration, 
applications for disaster loans may be 
submitted online using the MySBA 
Loan Portal https://lending.sba.gov or 
other locally announced locations. 
Please contact the SBA disaster 
assistance customer service center by 
email at disastercustomerservice@
sba.gov or by phone at 1–800–659–2955 
for further assistance. 

The following areas have been 
determined to be adversely affected by 
the disaster: 
Primary Counties: Gaston 
Contiguous Counties: 

North Carolina: Cleveland, Lincoln, 
Mecklenburg 

South Carolina: York 
The Interest Rates are: 

Percent 

For Physical Damage: 
Homeowners with Credit Avail-

able Elsewhere ...................... 5.375 
Homeowners without Credit 

Available Elsewhere .............. 2.688 
Businesses with Credit Avail-

able Elsewhere ...................... 8.000 
Businesses without Credit 

Available Elsewhere .............. 4.000 
Non-Profit Organizations with 

Credit Available Elsewhere ... 3.250 
Non-Profit Organizations with-

out Credit Available Else-
where ..................................... 3.250 

For Economic Injury: 
Business and Small Agricultural 

Cooperatives without Credit 
Available Elsewhere .............. 4.000 

Non-Profit Organizations with-
out Credit Available Else-
where ..................................... 3.250 

The number assigned to this disaster 
for physical damage is 20347C and for 
economic injury is 203480. 

The States which received an EIDL 
Declaration are North Carolina, South 
Carolina. 
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Number 59008) 

Isabella Guzman, 
Administrator. 
[FR Doc. 2024–11943 Filed 5–30–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8026–09–P 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

[Disaster Declaration #20316 and #20317; 
Nebraska Disaster Number NE–20000] 

Presidential Declaration Amendment of 
a Major Disaster for the State of 
Nebraska 

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business 
Administration. 
ACTION: Amendment 1. 

SUMMARY: This is an amendment of the 
Presidential declaration of a major 
disaster for the State of Nebraska 
(FEMA–4778–DR), dated 05/03/2024. 

Incident: Severe Storms, Straight-line 
Winds, and Tornadoes. 

Incident Period: 04/25/2024 through 
04/27/2024. 
DATES: Issued on 05/23/2024. 

Physical Loan Application Deadline 
Date: 07/15/2024. 

Economic Injury (EIDL) Loan 
Application Deadline Date: 02/03/2025. 
ADDRESSES: Visit the MySBA Loan 
Portal at https://lending.sba.gov to 
apply for a disaster assistance loan. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Alan Escobar, Office of Disaster 
Recovery & Resilience, U.S. Small 
Business Administration, 409 3rd Street 
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