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commenters expressed concern for how
the plan will be implemented and
enforced.

Response: NMFS is committed to the
implementation of the Johnson’s
seagrass recovery plan and in
establishing an implementation team to
address research and management goals.
NMFS agrees with the Johnson’s
Seagrass Recovery Team that the goals
and objectives of this recovery plan can
be achieved only if a long-term
commitment is made to support the
actions recommended here. Achieving
these goals and objectives will require
the cooperation of state and Federal
government agencies as well as private
individuals and organizations. Goals
and objectives will be attained and
funds expended contingent upon agency
apgropriations and priorities.

omment 18: Numerous commenters
expressed support of the plan and
described it as informative, well-
written, and comprehensive. One of
these commenters stated that the plan
“includes helpful research tasks,
however, there is a lack of discussion
regarding certain recovery tasks.” The
Florida Department of Community
Affairs determined the plan to be
consistent with the Florida Coastal
Management Program.

Response: The%ohnson’s seagrass
Recovery Team was dedicated to
producing a comprehensive and
effective plan that will promote the
protection and sustainability of
Johnson’s seagrass and its habitat. The
introductory narratives for the eight
major recovery tasks were reviewed and
revised by the team for the final plan.
Further discussion or clarification was
made to the narratives and the specific
recovery tasks as needed.

Recovery Task Priority Changes

Priority 1 recovery tasks are actions
that must be taken to prevent extinction
or to identify those actions necessary to
prevent extinction. An action that must
be taken to prevent a significant decline
in population numbers, habitat quality,
or other significant negative impacts
short of extinction is a priority 2 task.
All other actions necessary to provide
for full recovery of listed species are
priority 3 tasks.

NMF'S has modified the priorities
assigned to certain recovery tasks in the
Implementation Schedule to better
reflect NMFS guidance on priority
rankings (55 FR 24296, June 14, 1990).
These changes resulted in downgrading
from priority 1 to 2 the following
recovery tasks: 1.01, 2.01, 2.02, 5.02,
5.10, 6.01, and 7.01. Recovery task 3.06
(with edits) was changed from priority
1 to priority 3. Recovery tasks

downgraded from priority 2 to 3
include: 3.01, 3.02, 3.03, 5.14, 7.02, and
8.05. Recovery task 5.09 was changed
from priority 2 to priority 1. Recovery
tasks 4.03 and 5.01 were changed from
priority 3 to priority 2.

Additional notable edits to the
recovery tasks include the following:

(a) 1.02, 1.03, and 1.05 in the dra
plan were changed to recovery tasks
1.01A, 1.01B, and 1.01G, respectively, in
the final plan.

(b) 1.04 and 1.06 were combined into
task 1.02.

(c) 3.02 was changed to task 5.01.

(d) 3.08 was rewritten and changed to
3.06.

(e) 5.01 was rewritten and changed to
5.02.

(f) 5.05 was merged into 5.06.

(g) 5.10 was rewritten and changed to
5.14.

(h) 7.02, 7.04, and 7.06 were
combined to 7.03.

(i) 7.03 was separated into tasks 7.02
and 7.04.

Implementation of the Plan

NMEFS is committed to the
implementation of the Johnson’s
Seagrass Recovery Plan and to
developing an implementation team to
address research and management goals.
A long-term management plan will be
developed by an implementation team,
and the approved Johnson’s Seagrass
Final Recovery Plan will be used to
address and implement recovery
strategies for H. johnsonii. The goals
and objectives of the plan will be
attained and funds expended contingent
upon agency appropriations and
priorities. The recovery plan and criteria
may be revised in the future on the basis
of new information. Public notice and
an opportunity for public review and
comment would be provided prior to
final approval of a revised recovery
plan.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1531-1543 et seq.
Dated: September 26, 2002.
William T. Hogarth,

Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 02—25328 Filed 10—-3-02; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 091002A]

Marine Mammals; File No. 1032-1679—
00

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Issuance of permit.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Robert A. Garrott, Ph.D., Ecology
Department, Montana State University,
310 Lewis Hall, Bozeman, Montana
59717 (PI: Dr. Robert Garrott), has been
issued a permit to take Antarctic
pinnipeds for purposes of scientific
research.

ADDRESSES: The permit and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)713-0376.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ruth Johnson or Carrie Hubard
(301)713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On July
12, 2002, notice was published in the
Federal Register (67 FR 46179) that a
request for a scientific research permit
to take Antarctic pinnipeds, target
species, Weddell seals (Leptonychotes
weddellii), had been submitted by the
above-named individual. The requested
permit has been issued under the
authority of the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972, as amended (16
U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), and the Regulations
Governing the Taking and Importing of
Marine Mammals (50 CFR part 216).

A Permit was issued to take Weddell
seals by capture to tag, tissue and blood
sample, instrument, and incidentally
harass crabeater seal (Lobodon
carcinophagus), leopard seal (Hydrurga
leptonyx), Ross seal (Ommatophoca
rossii), southern elephant seal
(Mirounga leonina), and Antarctic fur
seal (Archtocephalus gazella). Activities
will occur in McMurdo Sound,
Antarctica and the Ross Sea. The Holder
is also authorized to import samples
collected from live captures and hard
parts collected from carcasses during
the above-listed activities.

Dated: September 25, 2002.
Trevor Spradlin,

Acting Chief, Permits, Conservation and
Education Division, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 02—25329 Filed 10-3—02; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 091002H]

Marine Mammals; File No. 751-1614-02

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Issuance of permit amendment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Ocean Alliance/Whale Conservation
Institute, 191 Weston Road, Lincoln,
MA 01773 (Dr. Roger S. Payne, Principal
Investigator) has been issued an
amendment to scientific research Permit
No. 751-1614-01.

ADDRESSES: The amendment and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)713—-0376;

Northeast Region, NMFS, One
Blackburn Drive, Gloucester, MA
01930-2298; phone (978)281-9200; fax
(978)281-9371; andSoutheast Region,
NMFS, 9721 Executive Center Drive
North, St. Petersburg, FL 33702-2432;
phone (727)570-5301; fax (727)570—
5320.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Tammy Adams or Ruth Johnson,
(301)713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On July
22, 2002, notice was published in the
Federal Register (67 FR 47774) that an
amendment of Permit No. 751-1614,
issued on March 7, 2002 (67 FR 11677),
had been requested by the above-named
organization. The requested amendment
has been granted under the authority of
the Marine Mammal Protection Act of
1972, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et
seq.), the Regulations Governing the
Taking and Importing of Marine
Mammals (50 CFR part 216), the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.),
and the regulations governing the
taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR parts 222-226).

The amended permit provides
authorization to import and export
samples collected from the cetacean
species listed in the permit, within the
territorial waters of any foreign country
sanctioned by the United States and in
accordance with the permit conditions.

Issuance of this amendment, as
required by the ESA was based on a

finding that such permit (1) was applied
for in good faith, (2) will not operate to
the disadvantage of the endangered
species which is the subject of this
permit, and (3) is consistent with the
purposes and policies set forth in
section 2 of the ESA.

Dated: September 26, 2002.
Eugene T. Nitta,
Acting Chief, Permits, Conservation and
Education Division, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 02-25332 Filed 10-3—-02; 8:45 am)]

BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING
COMMISSION

Guidelines for Ensuring and
Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity,
Utility, and Integrity of Information
Disseminated by the Commodity
Futures Trading Commission

AGENCY: Commodity Futures Trading
Commission.

ACTION: Notice of availability of report.

SUMMARY: The Commodity Futures
Trading Commission (CFTC or agency)
in accordance with Section 515 of the
Treasury and General Government
Appropriations Act for Fiscal Year 2001
(Pub. L. 106-554; H.R. 5658) as
implemented by the final guidelines
published by the Office of Management
and Budget, Executive Office of the
President on September 28, 2001 (66 FR
49718) and on January 3, 2002 (67 FR
369) (and reprinted in their entirety on
February 22, 2002, 67 FR 8452),
“Guidelines for Ensuring and
Maximizing the Quality, Objectivity,
Utility, and Integrity of Information
Disseminated by Federal Agencies,” has
posted its report on the CFTC website,
http://www.cftc.gov. This report
provides the agency’s information
quality guidelines and explains how
such guidelines will ensure and
maximize the quality, objectivity,
utility, and integrity of information,
including statistical information,
disseminated by the CFTC. The report
also details the administrative
mechanism that will allow affected
persons to seek and obtain appropriate
correction of information maintained
and disseminated by the CFTC that does
not comply with the OMB or agency
guidelines.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Hilary E. Schultz, Chief Information
Officer, Commodity Futures Trading
Commission, 1155 21st Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20581, email:

hschultz@cftc.gov, telephone: (202)
418-5200.

Dated: September 25, 2002.
Jean A. Webb,
Secretary of the Commission.
[FR Doc. 02—25241 Filed 10-3-02; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 6351-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Department of the Navy

Meeting of the Planning and Steering
Advisory Committee (PSAC)

AGENCY: Department of the Navy, DOD.
ACTION: Notice of closed meeting.

SUMMARY: The purpose of this meeting
is to discuss topics relevant to ballistic
missile submarine (SSBN) security. This
meeting will be closed to the public.
DATES: The meeting will be held on
Friday, October 18, 2002, from 9 a.m. to
4 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Center for Naval Analyses, 4825
Mark Center, Alexandria, Virginia.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Lieutenant Commander James Latsko,
CNO (N775C2), 2000 Navy Pentagon,
NC-1, Washington, DC 20350-2000,
(703) 604-7392.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice of closed meeting is provided per
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5
U.S.C. App. 2). The entire agenda will
consist of classified information that is
specifically authorized by Executive
Order to be kept secret in the interest of
national defense and is properly
classified pursuant to such Executive
Order. Accordingly, the Secretary of the
Navy has determined in writing that all
sessions of the meeting shall be closed
to the public because they concern
matters listed in 552b(c)(1) of title 5,
U.S.C.

Dated: September 26, 2002.

R.E. Vincent II,

Lieutenant Commander, Judge Advocate
General’s Corps, U.S. Navy, Federal Register
Liaison Officer.

[FR Doc. 02-25216 Filed 10-3-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3810-FF-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

National Advisory Committee on
Institutional Quality and Integrity
(National Advisory Committee);
Meeting

AGENCY: National Advisory Committee
on Institutional Quality and Integrity,
Department of Education.
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