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3:30 p.m. - 5 p.m.--Receive the Reef
Fish Management Committee report.

5 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.--(Closed Session)
Receive the report of the Joint
Personnel/Administrative Policy
Committee.

January 15, 2004

8:30 a.m. - 9 a.m.--Receive the Habitat
Protection Committee report.

9 a.m. - 9:15 a.m.--Receive the Shrimp
Management Committee report.

9:15 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.--Receive the
Mackerel Management Committee
report.

9:45 a.m. - 10 a.m.--Receive the Joint
Reef Fish/Mackerel/Red Drum
Management Committee report.

10 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.--Receive the Joint
Reef Fish/Mackerel Management
Committee Report.

10:15 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.--Receive the
Red Drum Management Committee
report.

10:30 a.m. - 10:45 a.m.--Receive the
Joint Personnel/Administrative Policy
Committee report.

10:45 a.m. - 11 a.m.--Receive the Law
Enforcement Committee report.

11 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.--Receive the
South Atlantic Fishery Management
Council (SAFMC) Liaison Report.

11:15 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.--Receive a
report on the Gulf Safety Committee.

11:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.--Receive a
report on the Joint Council meeting.

11:45 a.m. - 12 noon--Receive
Enforcement Reports.

12 noon - 12:15 p.m.--Receive the
NMFS Regional Administrator’s Report.

12:15 p.m. - 12:30 p.m.--Receive
Director’s Reports.

12:30 p.m. - 12:45 p.m.--Other
Business

Committees

January 12, 2004

8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.--Convene a joint
meeting of the Personnel and
Administrative Policy Committees to
consider contracting a court reporter
and to discuss personnel issues.

9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.--Convene the
Joint Reef Fish/Mackerel/Red Drum
Management committees to review and
approve the Aquaculture Amendment
Scoping Document, select scoping
hearing sites, and receive a presentation
on a cage culture study.

1 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.--Convene the Reef
Fish Management Committee to review
the Vermilion Snapper Draft
Amendment 23 that contains
alternatives for arresting overfishing of
that stock by commercial and
recreational fishermen. The committee
will also review and take final action on
the Secretarial Reef Fish Amendment 1

that contains alternatives for arresting
overfishing of red grouper by the
commercial and recreational fishermen;
as well as review and take final action
on the Draft Reef Fish Amendment 22
that contains alternatives for a red
snapper rebuilding plan. The species
groupings for status determination
criteria will also be discussed. The
Committee will also review the
Proposed Rule for Reef Fish
Amendment 21 and address their intent
on the definition of surface trolling. The
Committee will address their intent on
Reef Fish Amendment 21’s definition of
surface trolling. The Committee will
develop recommendations for
consideration by full Council on
Wednesday afternoon.

January 13, 2004

8:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.--Convene the
Shrimp Management Committee to
review Draft Shrimp Amendment 13/EA
that includes alternatives for status
criteria and benchmarks as well as a
revised standardized bycatch reporting
methodology. The Committee will also
review Texas Closure analyses.

9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.--Convene the
Red Drum Management Committee to
hear the issue of shipping of stock
across the EEZ and to discuss
overfishing of the stock.

10:30 a.m. - 12 noon--Convene the
Mackerel Management Committee to
review the Options Paper for
Amendment 15, discuss trip limit
revisions, and select scoping meeting
sites.

1:30 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.--Convene the
Joint Reef Fish/Mackerel Committees
will meet to review a scoping document
for joint reef fish/mackerel limited
access program and select sites for
scoping hearings.

2:30 p.m. to 3 p.m.--Convene the Law
Enforcement Committee to review the
issue of criminal penalties under the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(MSFCMA)

3 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.--Convene the
Habitat Protection Committee to review
the comments/response section of the
Environmental Impact Statement (ELS)
for the Generic Essential Fish Habitat
(EFH) Amendment; and to hear
comments from the Texas Habitat
Protection Advisory Panel meeting.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in the agenda may come
before the Council for discussion, in
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (MSFCMA), those issues may not be
the subject of formal Council action
during this meeting. Council action will
be restricted to those issues specifically

identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305 (c) of the MSFCMA,
provided the public has been notified of
the Council’s intent to take final action
to address the emergency. A copy of the
Committee schedule and agenda can be
obtained by calling (813) 228-2815.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Anne Alford at the
Council (see ADDRESSES) by January 5,
2004.

Dated: December 16, 2003.
Richard W. Surdi,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E3—00600 Filed 12-19-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 121503B]

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council will convene a
public meeting of the Shrimp Advisory
Panel (AP).

DATES: The Shrimp AP meeting is
scheduled to begin at 8:30 a.m. on
Friday, January 9, 2004.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the New Orleans Airport Hilton, 901
Airline Highway, Kenner, LA;
telephone: (504) 469-5000.

Council address: Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council, 3018 U.S.
Highway 301 North, Suite 1000, Tampa,
FL 33619.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Richard Leard, Senior Fishery Biologist,
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (813) 228-2815.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Shrimp AP will receive reports from
NMEFS on the status and health of the
shrimp stocks as well as a report on the
biological and economic aspects of the
2003 Cooperative Shrimp Closure with
the state of Texas. The Shrimp AP may
make recommendations for a
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cooperative closure with Texas for 2004.
The Shrimp AP will also review Draft
Amendment 13 to the Shrimp Fishery
Management Plan (FMP) addressing
maximum sustainable yield (MSY),
optimum yield (OY), minimum stock
size threshold (MSST), and maximum
fishing mortality threshold (MFMT) for
shrimp stocks, as well as improved
effort alternatives and standardized
bycatch reporting methodologies. The
Shrimp AP will also review an Options
Paper for Amendment 14 that includes
alternatives for vessel monitoring
systems (VMS), additional bycatch
reduction measures, and measures to
reduce effort in order to achieve OY.

The Shrimp AP consists principally of
commercial shrimp fishermen, dealers,
and association representatives.

Although other non-emergency issues
not on the agenda may come before the
AP for discussion, in accordance with
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
those issues may not be the subject of
formal action during these meetings.
Actions of the AP will be restricted to
those issues specifically identified in
the agenda and any issues arising after
publication of this notice that require
emergency action under section 305(c)
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided
the public has been notified of the
Council’s intent to take action to
address the emergency.

Copies of the agenda can be obtained
by calling 813—-228-2815.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Trish Kennedy at the Council (see
ADDRESSES) by December 29, 2003.

Dated: December 16, 2003.
Richard W. Surdi,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E3—00601 Filed 12-19-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 121503A]

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
convene public meetings of the Red
Snapper Advisory Panel (AP) and the
Standing and Special Reef Fish
Scientific and Statistical Committee
(SSC) from January 6 through January 7,
2004.

DATES: The Council’s Red Snapper AP
and SSC will convene jointly at 2 p.m.
on Tuesday, January 6, 2004, to receive
a presentation on the vermilion snapper
and make recommendations. The AP
and SSC will hold separate meetings to
discuss Draft Reef Fish Amendment 22
(a red snapper rebuilding plan)
beginning at 8:30 a.m. on Wednesday,
January 7, 200, and will conclude by 3
p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at
the Hilton Tampa Airport Westshore
Hotel, 2225 Lois Avenue, Tampa, FL;
telephone: 813-877-6688.

Council address: Gulf of Mexico
Fishery Management Council, 3018 U.S.
Highway 301 North, Suite 1000, Tampa,
FL 33619.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Steven Atran, Population Dynamics
Statistician, Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council; telephone: 813—
228-2815.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The AP
and SSC will meet jointly on Tuesday,
January 6 2004 to receive a presentation
on the vermilion snapper catch-per-
unit-effort (CPUE) indices from the
NOAA Fisheries Southeast Fisheries
Science Center. Vermilion snapper were
recently declared to be overfished by the
NOAA Fisheries Regional Office, which
triggers a requirement that the Council
develop a rebuilding plan. However, the
most recent vermilion snapper stock
assessment was conducted in 2001
using data through 1999, and some
fishermen feel that it may not be
representative of the current status of
the stock. The updated CPUE analyses,
which uses data through 2002, will
show if there has been any change in
catch rates since 1999, but it is not a full
stock assessment. Based on the results
of the new CPUE analyses, the AP and
SSC will each be asked to recommend
whether the Council should request a
new vermilion snapper stock
assessment from NOAA Fisheries. The
SSC will also be asked to evaluate the
scientific validity of the new CPUE
analyses. If a new stock assessment is
requested, the earliest it could be done
is 2005, and it would replace a scamp
assessment that is currently scheduled
for that year. Scamp, one of the most
commonly caught grouper species after
red grouper and gag, has never had a

stock assessment done, and its status is
unknown.

On Wednesday, January 7, 2004, the
AP and SSC will convene separately to
discuss Draft Reef Fish Amendment 22,
a red snapper rebuilding plan. Although
there is a red snapper rebuilding plan
currently in place, that plan was
developed prior to implementation of
the Sustainable Fisheries Act of 1996
(SFA), and it is not in full compliance
with provisions of the SFA. Draft
Amendment 22 will create a new
rebuilding plan that is in compliance by
establishing status determination
criteria (minimum stock size threshold,
maximum fishing mortality rate,
maximum sustainable yield, and
optimum yield). Draft Amendment 22
will also contain alternatives to select a
rebuilding strategy that will restore the
red snapper stock within the time frame
allowed under SFA (the recovery time
in the absence of fishing mortality plus
one generation time, equal to 32 years
for red snapper). The amendment will
also contain alternatives to implement
or revise bycatch reporting
methodologies in the commercial and
recreational red snapper fisheries.

The recommendations of the AP and
SSC will be presented to the Gulf
Council at its January 12-15, 2004
meeting in Austin, TX. At that meeting,
the Gouncil will decide whether to
request a vermilion snapper stock
assessment in place of a scamp
assessment in 2005, and will take final
action on selection of proposed
alternatives for Amendment 22.

Copies of the updated vermilion
snapper CPUE analyses and Draft Reef
Fish Amendment 22 can be obtained by
calling the Council office at 813—-228—
2815 (toll-free 888—833—1844), or can be
downloaded from the Council website
(http://www.gulfcouncil.org).

Although other non-emergency issues
not on the agenda may come before the
AP/SSC for discussion, in accordance
with the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
those issues may not be the subject of
formal action during these meetings.
Actions of the AP/SSC will be restricted
to those issues specifically identified in
the agendas and any issues arising after
publication of this notice that require
emergency action under Section 305 (c)
of the Magnuson-Stevens Act, provided
the public has been notified of the
Council’s intent to take action to
address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
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