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economic and social benefits for 
residents of western Alaska; and to 
achieve sustainable and diversified local 
economies in western Alaska. In fitting 
with these goals, NMFS allocates a 
portion of the annual catch limits for a 
variety of commercially valuable marine 
species in the BSAI to the CDQ Program. 
Pacific halibut is one of these species. 
More information on the CDQ Program 
is provided on the NMFS Alaska Region 
website at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/ 
sustainable-fisheries/community- 
development-quota-cdq-program. 
Information collection requirements for 
the CDQ Program are also approved 
under OMB Control Number 0648–0269. 

This information collection contains 
the forms used by participants in the 
IFQ Program to apply for, renew, or 
replace permits; transfer or lease IFQ 
and QS; determine compliance with IFQ 
program requirements; and designate a 
beneficiary for a QS holder. Two of the 
permit applications are also used by 
participants in the CDQ Program. This 
information collection also contains 
annual reports and other collections 
submitted by telephone or other 
methods and that do not have forms. 

The type of information collected 
includes information on the applicants, 
transferors, transferees, permits, IFQ or 
QS types and owners, beneficiaries, 
vessels, business operations, medical 
declarations, landings, gear types, 
products, and harvests and harvest 
areas. 

This information is used to identify 
and authorize participants in the halibut 
and sablefish fisheries, to track and 
transfer quota share, to limit transfers to 
authorized participants, and to monitor 
quota share balances and harvest in 
these fisheries. 

Affected Public: Business or other for- 
profit organizations; Not-for-profit 
institutions. 

Frequency: Varies upon situation and 
documents requirements. 

Respondent’s Obligation: Based on 
completed form the following obligation 
may occur: Voluntary, Required to 
Obtain or Retain Benefits, and 
Mandatory. 

Legal Authority: Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act, 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.; Northern 
Pacific Halibut Act of 1982, 16 U.S.C. 
773c. 

This information collection request 
may be viewed at www.reginfo.gov. 
Follow the instructions to view the 
Department of Commerce collections 
currently under review by OMB. 

Written comments and 
recommendations for the proposed 
information collection should be 

submitted within 30 days of the 
publication of this notice on the 
following website www.reginfo.gov/ 
public/do/PRAMain. Find this 
particular information collection by 
selecting ‘‘Currently under 30-day 
Review—Open for Public Comments’’ or 
by using the search function and 
entering either the title of the collection 
or the OMB Control Number 0648–0272. 

Sheleen Dumas, 
Department PRA Clearance Officer, Office of 
the Under Secretary for Economic Affairs, 
Commerce Department. 
[FR Doc. 2024–19307 Filed 8–26–24; 8:45 am] 
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Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 79 Review 
Workshop for Gulf of Mexico and South 
Atlantic Mutton Snapper. 

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 79 assessment 
process of Gulf of Mexico and South 
Atlantic mutton snapper will consist of 
a Data Workshop, and a series of 
assessment webinars, and a Review 
Workshop. See SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 

DATES: The SEDAR 79 Mutton Snapper 
Review Workshop will be held from 
8:30 a.m. on September 10, 2024, until 
6 p.m. on September 12, 2024. The 
meeting will be live streamed. 
Individuals may register by going to the 
SEDAR website: www.sedarweb.org. The 
established times may be adjusted as 
necessary to accommodate the timely 
completion of discussion relevant to the 
assessment process. Such adjustments 
may result in the meeting being 
extended from or completed prior to the 
time established by this notice. 
ADDRESSES: 

Meeting address: The SEDAR 79 
Review Workshop will be held at the 
Courtyard by Marriott—St Petersburg, 
300 4th Street North, St Petersburg, FL 
33701. 

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place 
Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston, SC 
29405. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie 
A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; (843) 571– 
4366; email: Julie.neer@safmc.net. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf 
of Mexico, South Atlantic, and 
Caribbean Fishery Management 
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA 
Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf 
States Marine Fisheries Commissions 
have implemented the Southeast Data, 
Assessment and Review (SEDAR) 
process, a multi-step method for 
determining the status of fish stocks in 
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a multi- 
step process including: (1) Data/ 
Assessment Workshop, and (2) a series 
of webinars. The product of the Data/ 
Assessment Workshop is a report which 
compiles and evaluates potential 
datasets and recommends which 
datasets are appropriate for assessment 
analyses, and describes the fisheries, 
evaluates the status of the stock, 
estimates biological benchmarks, 
projects future population conditions, 
and recommends research and 
monitoring needs. Participants for 
SEDAR Workshops are appointed by the 
Gulf of Mexico, South Atlantic, and 
Caribbean Fishery Management 
Councils and NOAA Fisheries Southeast 
Regional Office, HMS Management 
Division, and Southeast Fisheries 
Science Center. Participants include 
data collectors and database managers; 
stock assessment scientists, biologists, 
and researchers; constituency 
representatives including fishermen, 
environmentalists, and NGO’s; 
International experts; and staff of 
Councils, Commissions, and state and 
federal agencies. 

The items of discussion in the Review 
Workshop are as follows: 

Participants will evaluate the data and 
assessment reports, as specified in the 
Terms of Reference, to determine if they 
are scientifically sound. 

Although non-emergency issues not 
contained in this agenda may come 
before this group for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
action during this meeting. Action will 
be restricted to those issues specifically 
identified in this notice and any issues 
arising after publication of this notice 
that require emergency action under 
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act, provided the public has been 
notified of the intent to take final action 
to address the emergency. 

Special Accommodations 
These meetings are physically 

accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to the Council office 
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(see ADDRESSES) at least 5 business days 
prior to each workshop. 

Note: The times and sequence specified in 
this agenda are subject to change. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 
Dated: August 22, 2024. 

Rey Israel Marquez, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2024–19227 Filed 8–26–24; 8:45 am] 
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Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to 
Specified Activities; Taking Marine 
Mammals Incidental to Construction of 
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Texas 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; issuance of incidental 
harassment authorization. 

SUMMARY: NMFS has received a request 
from Rio Grande LNG, LLC, (Rio 
Grande) for the reissuance of a 
previously issued incidental harassment 
authorization (IHA) with the only 
change being effective dates. The initial 
IHA authorized take of three species of 
marine mammals incidental to activities 
associated with the construction of a 
Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) terminal in 
the Brownsville Ship Channel (BSC), 
Cameron County, Texas. The project has 
been delayed and none of the work 
covered in the initial IHA has been 
conducted. The initial IHA was effective 
from July 1, 2020, through June 31, 
2021. Rio Grande has requested 
reissuance with new effective dates of 
January 15, 2025, through January 14, 
2026. The scope of the activities and 
anticipated effects remain the same, 
authorized take numbers are not 
changed, and the required mitigation, 
monitoring, and reporting remains the 
same as included in the initial IHA. 
NMFS is, therefore, issuing an identical 
IHA to cover the incidental take 
analyzed and authorized in the initial 
IHA. 

DATES: This authorization is effective 
from January 15, 2025, through January 
14, 2026. 
ADDRESSES: An electronic copy of the 
final 2020 IHA previously issued to Rio 
Grande, Rio Grande’s application, and 

the Federal Register notices proposing 
and issuing the initial IHA may be 
obtained by visiting https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/ 
marine-mammal-protection/incidental- 
take-authorizations-other-energy- 
activities-renewable. In case of problems 
accessing these documents, please call 
the contact listed below (see FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Rob 
Pauline, Office of Protected Resources, 
NMFS, (301) 427–8401. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the 
Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA; 
16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct the 
Secretary of Commerce (as delegated to 
NMFS) to allow, upon request, the 
incidental, but not intentional, taking of 
small numbers of marine mammals by 
U.S. citizens who engage in a specified 
activity (other than commercial fishing) 
within a specified geographical region if 
certain findings are made and either 
regulations are issued or, if the taking is 
limited to harassment, a notice of a 
proposed authorization is provided to 
the public for review. 

An authorization for incidental 
takings shall be granted if NMFS finds 
that the taking will have a negligible 
impact on the species or stock(s), will 
not have an unmitigable adverse impact 
on the availability of the species or 
stock(s) for subsistence uses (where 
relevant), and if the permissible 
methods of taking and requirements 
pertaining to the mitigation, monitoring 
and reporting of such takings are set 
forth. 

NMFS has defined ‘‘negligible 
impact’’ in 50 CFR 216.103 as an impact 
resulting from the specified activity that 
cannot be reasonably expected to, and is 
not reasonably likely to, adversely affect 
the species or stock through effects on 
annual rates of recruitment or survival. 

The MMPA states that the term ‘‘take’’ 
means to harass, hunt, capture, kill or 
attempt to harass, hunt, capture, or kill 
any marine mammal. 

Except with respect to certain 
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA 
defines ‘‘harassment’’ as any act of 
pursuit, torment, or annoyance which (i) 
has the potential to injure a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the 
wild (Level A harassment); or (ii) has 
the potential to disturb a marine 
mammal or marine mammal stock in the 
wild by causing disruption of behavioral 
patterns, including, but not limited to, 
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding, 
feeding, or sheltering (Level B 
harassment). 

Summary of Request 

On June 29, 2020, NMFS published 
final notice of our issuance of an IHA 
authorizing take of marine mammals 
incidental to construction of an LNG 
terminal in the BSC, Texas (85 FR 
40250, July 6, 2020). The effective dates 
of that IHA were July 1, 2020, through 
June 31, 2021. On July 12, 2024, Rio 
Grande informed NMFS that the project 
had been delayed. None of the work 
identified in the initial IHA (e.g., pile 
driving) has occurred. Rio Grande 
submitted a request for NMFS to reissue 
an identical IHA that would be effective 
from January 15, 2025, through January 
14, 2026 in order to conduct the 
construction work that was analyzed 
and authorized through the previously 
issued IHA. 

Summary of Specified Activity and 
Anticipated Impacts 

The planned activities (including 
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting), 
authorized incidental take, and 
anticipated impacts on the affected 
stocks are the same as those analyzed 
and authorized through the previously 
issued IHA. 

Rio Grande plans to construct a 
natural gas liquefaction facility and LNG 
export terminal in Cameron County, 
Texas, along the north embankment of 
the BSC. The purpose of the project is 
to develop, own, operate, and maintain 
a natural gas pipeline system to access 
natural gas from the Agua Dulce Hub 
and an LNG export facility in south 
Texas to export 24.5 million metric tons 
(27 million U.S. tons) per annum of 
natural gas that provides an additional 
source of firm, long-term, and 
competitively priced LNG to the global 
market. The location, timing, and nature 
of the activities, including the types of 
equipment planned for use, are identical 
to those described in the initial IHA. 
The only exception is that Rio Grande 
is no longer installing two 48-inch- 
diameter steel piles in water, but instead 
will install them in dry land. The 
mitigation and monitoring are also as 
prescribed in the initial IHA. 

Species that are expected to be taken 
by the planned activity include 
bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus), 
Atlantic spotted dolphin (Stenella 
frontalis), and rough-toothed dolphin 
(Steno bredanensis). A description of 
the methods and inputs used to estimate 
take anticipated to occur and, 
ultimately, the take that was authorized 
is found in the previous documents 
referenced above. The data inputs and 
methods of estimating take are identical 
to those used in the initial IHA. NMFS 
has reviewed recent Stock Assessment 
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