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PREMs will be required to submit
annual reports on progress and plans,
which will be used as a basis for
performance review and determining
the level of continued funding. To
support this review and the
management of the award PREMs will
be required to develop a set of
management and performance
indicators for submission annually to
NSF via the Research Performance
Project Reporting module in
Research.gov. These indicators are both
quantitative and descriptive and may
include, for example, the characteristics
of personnel and students; sources of
financial support and in-kind support;
expenditures by operational component;
research activities; education activities;
patents, licenses; publications; degrees
granted to students involved in PREM
activities; descriptions of significant
advances and other outcomes of the
PREM effort.

Each PREM’s annual report will
include the following categories of
activities: (1) research, (2) education (3)
outreach, (4) partnerships, (5) pathway
for enhancing broadening participation,
(6) management, and (7) budget reports.

For each of the categories the report
will describe overall objectives for the
year, achievements and
accomplishments, potential problems
the PREM has encountered in making
progress towards goals, anticipated
problems in the following year, and
specific outputs and outcomes.

PREMs are required to file a final
report through the RPPR and external
technical assistance contractor. Final
reports contain similar information and
metrics as annual reports but are
retrospective.

Use of the Information: NSF will use
the information to continue funding of
PREMs, and to evaluate the progress of
the program.

Estimate of Burden: 70 hours per
PREM for 38 PREMs for a total of 2660
hours.

Respondents: Non-profit institutions.

Estimated Number of Responses per
Report: One from each of the fifteen
PREMs.

Dated: June 12, 2025.
Suzanne H. Plimpton,

Reports Clearance Officer, National Science
Foundation.

[FR Doc. 2025-11070 Filed 6-13-25; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 7555-01-P

NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Comment Request

AGENCY: National Science Foundation.

ACTION: Submission for Office of
Management and Budget Review;
comment request.

SUMMARY: The National Science
Foundation (NSF) has submitted the
following information collection
requirement to Office of Management
and Budget (OMB) for review and
clearance under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995. This is the third
notice for public comment; two 60-day
notices were published in the Federal
Register and ninety-five (95) comments
from fourteen (14) individual sources
were received. NSF is forwarding the
proposed renewal submission to the
OMB for clearance simultaneously with
the publication of this notice.

DATES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to www.reginfo.gov/public/do/
PRAmain. This information collection
can be found by selecting “Currently
under 30-day Review—Open for Public
Comments” or by using the search
function.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Suzanne H. Plimpton, Reports Clearance
Officer, National Science Foundation,
2415 Eisenhower Avenue, Alexandria,
VA 22314, or send email to splimpto@
nsf.gov. Individuals who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877—
8339, which is accessible 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year
(including federal holidays). Comments
regarding this information collection are
best assured of having their full effect if
received within 30 days of this
notification. Copies of the submission(s)
may be obtained by calling 703-292—
7556.

NSF may not conduct or sponsor a
collection of information unless the
collection of information displays a
currently valid OMB control number,
and the agency informs potential
persons who are to respond to the
collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to
the collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Summary of Comments on the National
Science Foundation’s Research
Infrastructure Guide

The draft Research Infrastructure
Guide (RIG) was made available for
review by the public on the NSF website
at https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/lfo/Ifo
documents.jsp. The notices for public

comment for the draft 2025 RIG were
published in the Federal Register on
October 3, 2024 (89 FR 84634), and
January 8, 2025 (90 FR 1550). All told,
NSF received ninety-five (95) comments
from fourteen (14) individual sources.
Fifty-three (53) comments sought
clarification on oversight processes
across the facility life cycle while eight
(8) focused on new guidance related to
information assurance (cybersecurity
and cyberinfrastructure). Thirty-three
(33) offered positive feedback on
updates from the 2021 RIG. In addition,
minor edits were made by NSF to
remove DEIA language in alignment
with Executive Order 14173.

The full comments and NSF’s
response may be found via: http://
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain
and https://www.nsf.gov/bfa/Ifo/lfo_
documents.jsp.

Title of Collection: Research
Infrastructure Guide.

OMB Approval Number: 3145-0239.

Type of Request: Intent to seek
approval to renew with revisions an
information collection for three years.

Proposed Project: The National
Science Foundation Act of 1950 (Pub. L.
81-507) set forth NSF’s mission and
purpose:

“To promote the progress of science;
to advance the national health,
prosperity, and welfare; to secure the
national defense.”

The Act authorized and directed NSF
to initiate and support:

¢ Basic scientific research and
research fundamental to the engineering
process.

e Programs to strengthen scientific
and engineering research potential.

e Science and engineering education
programs at all levels and in all the
various fields of science and
engineering.

e Programs that provide a source of
information for policy formulation.

e Other activities to promote these
ends.

Among Federal agencies, NSF is a
leader in providing the academic
community with advanced
instrumentation needed to conduct
state-of-the-art research and to educate
the next generation of scientists,
engineers and technical workers. The
knowledge generated by these tools
sustains U.S. leadership in science and
engineering to drive the U.S. economy
and secure the future. NSF’s
responsibility is to ensure that the
research and education communities
have access to these resources, and to
provide the support needed to utilize
them optimally and implement timely
upgrades.
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The scale of advanced
instrumentation ranges from small
research instruments to shared facilities
that can be used by entire communities.
The demand for such instrumentation
and facilities remains high to support
the expanding pace of discovery.

NSF currently provides support for
research infrastructure (RI) construction
from two accounts: the Major Research
Equipment and Facility Construction
(MREFC) account, and the Research and
Related Activities (R&RA) account. The
MREFC account, established in FY
1995, is a separate budget line item that
provides an agency-wide mechanism,
permitting directorates to undertake
Major Facility projects greater than
$100M and Mid-scale Research
Infrastructure projects between $20M
and $100M. Smaller Mid-scale RI and
research instrumentation projects
continue to be supported from the
R&RA account.

Facilities are defined as shared-use
infrastructure, instrumentation and
equipment that are accessible to a broad
community of researchers and
educators. Facilities may be centralized
or may consist of distributed
installations. They may incorporate
large-scale networking or computational
infrastructure, multi-user instruments or
networks of such instruments, or other
infrastructure, instrumentation and
equipment having a significant impact
on a broad segment of a scientific or
engineering discipline. Historically,
awards have been made for such diverse
projects as accelerators, telescopes,
research vessels and aircraft, and
geographically distributed observatories
with networked sensors and
instrumentation.

The cost and diversification of Major
Facility projects require that NSF
remain attentive to the ever-changing
issues and challenges inherent in their
planning, construction, operation,
management and oversight. Most
importantly, dedicated, competent NSF
and Awardee staff are needed to manage
and oversee these projects and science
support programs; giving the attention
and oversight that good practice dictates
and that proper accountability to
taxpayers and Congress demands. To
this end, there is also a need for
consistent, documented requirements
and procedures to be understood and
used by NSF program managers and
Awardees for all such projects and
programs.

Use of the Information: Facilities are
an essential part of the science and
engineering enterprise and supporting
them is a significant responsibility of
the NSF. The NSF makes awards to
external entities—primarily universities,

consortia of universities or non-profit
organizations—to undertake
construction, management and
operation of facilities. Such awards
frequently take the form of cooperative
agreements, but contracts may also be
used depending on the primary purpose
of the award and who benefits.
Regardless of award instrument, NSF
retains responsibility for overseeing
their development, management and
successful performance. The RIG is
intended to:

e Provide step-by-step guidance for
NSF staff and Awardees to carry out
effective project planning, management
and oversight of Major Facilities and
Mid-scale RI while considering the
varying requirements of a diverse
portfolio.

e (learly state the policies, processes
and procedures pertinent at each stage
of a facility’s life cycle from
development through construction,
operations, and disposition.

e Document and disseminate “‘good
practices” identified over time so that
NSF and Awardees can carry out their
responsibilities more effectively.

This version of the RIG enhances
guidance for planning across all life
cycle stages, and provides detailed
instructions on tailoring, scaling, and
progressively elaborating related plans
to align with the scope and complexity
of the RI. Additionally, it also expands
key project and program management
elements to improve the quality of
proposal submission. The RIG does not
replace existing requirements that are
based on the award instrument; either
the Uniform Guidance (2 CFR 200) or
the Federal Acquisition Regulation
(FAR). Instead, it draws upon and
supplements these documents, as well
as industry good practice, for the
purpose of providing detailed guidance
on NSF policy and procedures related to
the planning and oversight of Major
Facilities and Mid-scale RI projects. All
facilities awards require merit and
technical review, as well as agency
approval of certain deliverables. The
level of review and approval varies
substantially from standard grants, as
does the level of oversight needed to
ensure appropriate and proper
accountability for federal funds. The
requirements, recommended procedures
and best practices presented in the RIG
apply to any facility significant enough
to require enhanced oversight by the
Foundation.

The RIG will be updated periodically
to reflect changes in requirements,
policies and/or procedures. Awardees
are expected to monitor and adopt the
requirements and best practices
included in the RIG which are aimed at

improving proposal submission and
illustrating management expectations,
as well as articulating NSF oversight
requirements for Major Facilities and
Mid-scale awards to enable the most
efficient and cost-effective delivery of
tools to the research communities.

The submission of proposals and
subsequent project documentation to
the Foundation related to the
development, construction and
operations of Major Facilities and Mid-
scale RI is part of the collection of
information. This information is used to
help NSF fulfill this responsibility in
supporting merit-based research projects
in all the scientific and engineering
disciplines. The Foundation also has a
continuing commitment to provide
oversight on facilities development and
construction which must be balanced
against monitoring its information
collection to identify and address any
excessive reporting burdens.

NSF has approximately twenty-five
(25) Major Facilities in various stages of
development, construction, operations
and disposition, as well as
approximately thirty (30) Mid-scale RI
implementation projects actively
underway at any given time. Facilities
undergoing a major upgrade may have
awards associated with design,
construction and operations at the same
time. Two to four (2 to 4) new Major
Facility awards are made approximately
every five (5) years based on science
community infrastructure needs and
availability of funding. Among the
twenty-two Major Facilities, there are
approximately seven (7) facilities
annually that are either in development
or construction. These stages require the
highest level of reporting and
management documentation per the
RIG.

Burden to the Public: The Foundation
estimates that approximately five (5)
Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) are
necessary for each Major Facility project
in design or construction to respond to
NSF performance and financial
reporting and project management
documentation requirements on an
annual basis; or 10,400 hours per year.
The Foundation estimates
approximately one and half (1.5) FTE
for a Major Facility in operations to
respond to NSF performance and
financial reporting on an annual basis;
or 3,120 hours per year. For Mid-scale
implementation projects, the
Foundation estimates approximately
one (1) Full Time Equivalent (FTE’s) is
necessary for each mid-scale project to
respond to NSF project management
documentation requirements on an
annual basis; or 2,080 hours per year.
With seven (7) Major Facilities in design
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or construction and eighteen (18) in
operations and twelve (30) Mid-scale
projects, this equates to roughly 191,360
public burden hours annually.

Dated: June 10, 2025.
Suzanne H. Plimpton,

Reports Clearance Officer, National Science
Foundation.

[FR Doc. 2025-10889 Filed 6—13—25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7555-01-P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

727th Meeting of the Advisory
Committee on Reactor Safeguards
(ACRS)

In accordance with the purposes of
Sections 29 and 182b of the Atomic
Energy Act (42 U.S.C. 2039, 2232(b)),
the Advisory Committee on Reactor
Safeguards (ACRS) will hold meetings
on July 9-11, 2025. In addition, the
ACRS is implementing Executive Order
(E.O.) 14300, “Ordering the Reform of
the Nuclear Regulatory Commission,”
dated May 23, 2025. Section 4.(b) of the
E.O. states, in part, that the functions of
the ACRS shall be reduced to the
minimum necessary to fulfill ACRS’s
statutory obligations and that review by
ACRS of permitting and licensing issues
shall focus on issues that are truly novel
and noteworthy. The ACRS will only
undertake other work as directed by the
Commission in accordance with
Sections 29 and 182b of the Atomic
Energy Act. The Committee will be
conducting meetings that will include
some Members being physically present
at the headquarters of the U.S. Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NRC) while
other Members participate remotely.
Interested members of the public are
encouraged to participate remotely in
any open sessions via Microsoft (MS)
Teams or via phone at 301-576-2978,
passcode 671230363#. A more detailed
agenda, including the MSTeams link,
may be found at the ACRS public
website at https://www.nrc.gov/reading-
rm/doc-collections/acrs/agenda/
index.html. If you would like the
MSTeams link forwarded to you, please
contact the Designated Federal Officer
(DFO) as follows: Quynh.Nguyen@
nre.gov, or Lawrence.Burkhart@nrc.gov.

Wednesday, July 9, 2025

8:30 a.m.-8:35 a.m.: Opening
Remarks by the ACRS Chairman
(Open)—The ACRS Chairman will make
opening remarks regarding the conduct
of the meeting.

8:35 a.m.—10:30 a.m.: X-energy
Topical Report on Mechanistic Source
Term Approach (Open/Closed)—The

Committee will deliberate with NRC
staff regarding the subject topic and
proceed to preparation of reports.
[NOTE: Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(4),
a portion of this session may be closed
in order to discuss and protect
information designated as proprietary.]
10:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.: Committee
Deliberation on X-energy Topical Report
on Mechanistic Source Term Approach
(Open/Closed)—The Committee will
deliberate regarding the subject topic
and proceed to preparation of reports.
[NOTE: Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(4),
a portion of this session may be closed
in order to discuss and protect
information designated as proprietary.]

Thursday, July 10, 2025

8:30 a.m.-5:00 p.m.: Planning and
Procedures Session/Future ACRS
Activities/Reconciliation of ACRS
Comments and Recommendations/
Preparation of Reports (Open/Closed)—
The Committee will hear discussion of
the recommendations of the Planning
and Procedures Subcommittee regarding
items proposed for consideration by the
Full Committee during future ACRS
meetings, and/or proceed to preparation
of reports. [NOTE: Pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
552b(c)(2), a portion of this meeting may
be closed to discuss organizational and
personnel matters that relate solely to
internal personnel rules and practices of
the ACRS.]

[NOTE: Pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
552b(c)(4), a portion of this session may
be closed in order to discuss and protect
information designated as proprietary.]

Friday, July 11, 2025

8:30 a.m.—5:00 p.m.: Preparation of
Reports (Open/Closed)—The Committee
will hear discussion of the
recommendations of the Planning and
Procedures Subcommittee and/or
proceed to preparation of reports.
[NOTE: Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552b(c)(2),
a portion of this meeting may be closed
to discuss organizational and personnel
matters that relate solely to internal
personnel rules and practices of the
ACRS.]

[NOTE: Pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
552b(c)(4), a portion of this session may
be closed in order to discuss and protect
information designated as proprietary.]

Procedures for the conduct of and
participation in ACRS meetings were
published in the Federal Register on
April 29, 2025 (90 FR 17837). In
accordance with those procedures, oral
or written views may be presented by
members of the public, including
representatives of the nuclear industry.
Persons desiring to make oral statements
should notify Quynh Nguyen, Cognizant
ACRS Staff and the DFO (Telephone:

301-415-5844, Email: Quynh.Nguyen@
nrec.gov), 5 days before the meeting, if
possible, so that appropriate
arrangements can be made to allow
necessary time during the meeting for
such statements. In view of the
possibility that the schedule for ACRS
meetings may be adjusted by the
Chairman as necessary to facilitate the
conduct of the meeting, persons
planning to attend should check with
the cognizant ACRS staff if such
rescheduling would result in major
inconvenience.

An electronic copy of each
presentation should be emailed to the
cognizant ACRS staff at least three days
before the meeting.

In accordance with Subsection 10(d)
of Public Law 92—463 and 5 U.S.C.
552b(c), certain portions of this meeting
may be closed, as specifically noted
above. Use of still, motion picture, and
television cameras during the meeting
may be limited to selected portions of
the meeting as determined by the
Chairman. Electronic recordings will be
permitted only during the open portions
of the meeting.

ACRS meeting agendas, meeting
transcripts, and letter reports are
available through the NRC Public
Document Room (PDR) at pdr.resource@
nrec.gov, the ACRS public website, or by
calling the PDR at 1-800-397—4209 or
301-415-4737, between 8 a.m. and 4
p.m. eastern daylight time, Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays,
or from the Publicly Available Records
System component of NRC’s
Agencywide Documents Access and
Management System, which is
accessible from the NRC website at
https://www.nrc.gov/reading-rm/
adams.html or https://www.nrc.gov/
reading-rm/doc-collections/# ACRS/.

Dated: June 12, 2025.
For the Nuclear Regulatory Commission.
Russell E. Chazell,

Federal Advisory Committee Management
Officer, Office of the Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2025-11068 Filed 6—13—25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 7590-01-P

NUCLEAR REGULATORY
COMMISSION

[NRC—2024-0107]

Information Collection: Visitor Access
Request System (VARS)

AGENCY: Nuclear Regulatory
Commission.

ACTION: Notice of submission to the
Office of Management and Budget;
request for comment.
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