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forms, record-keeping, reporting and
other requirements.

The Office of Citizen Exchanges of
ECA will be responsible for issuing DS—
2019 forms to participants in this
program.

A copy of the complete regulations
governing the administration of
Exchange Visitor (J) programs is
available at http://exchanges.state.gov
or from: United States Department of
State, Office of Exchange Coordination
and Designation, ECA/EC/ECD—SA—44,
Room 734, 301 4th Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20547, Telephone:
(202) 401-9810, Fax: (202) 401-9809.

Review Process

The Bureau will acknowledge receipt
of all proposals and will review them
for technical eligibility. Proposals will
be deemed ineligible if they do not fully
adhere to the guidelines stated herein
and in the Solicitation Package. All
eligible proposals will be reviewed by
the program office at the Bureau, as well
as PAS/Kiev. Eligible proposals will be
subject to compliance with Federal and
Bureau regulations and guidelines and
forwarded to Bureau grant panels for
advisory review. Proposals may also be
reviewed by the Office of the Legal
Adviser or by other Department
elements. Final funding decisions are at
the discretion of the Department of
State’s Assistant Secretary for
Educational and Cultural Affairs. Final
technical authority for assistance
awards grants resides with the Bureau’s
Grants Officer.

Review Criteria

Technically eligible applications will
be competitively reviewed according to
the criteria stated below. These criteria
are not rank ordered and all carry equal
weight in the proposal evaluation:

1. Program planning: Detailed agenda
and relevant work plan should
demonstrate substantive undertakings
and logistical capacity. Agenda and plan
should adhere to the program overview
and guidelines described above.

2. Ability to achieve program
objectives: Objectives should be
reasonable, feasible, and flexible.
Proposals should clearly demonstrate
how the institution will meet the
program’s objectives and plan.

3. Multiplier effect/impact: Proposed
programs should strengthen long-term
mutual understanding, including
maximum sharing of information and
establishment of long-term institutional
and individual linkages.

4. Support of Diversity: Proposals
should demonstrate substantive support
of the Bureau’s policy on diversity.
Achievable and relevant features should

be cited in both program administration
and program content.

5. Institutional Capacity: Proposed
personnel and institutional resources
should be adequate and appropriate to
achieve the program or project’s goals.
Applicants must demonstrate significant
expertise with Ukrainian contemporary
issues, experience working with high-
level Ukrainian and U.S. policymakers
and experts, and experience and ability
to conduct all required logistics in
Ukraine.

6. Follow-on Activities: Proposals
should show what mechanisms will be
put in place to ensure that
communication and dialog among
participants continue after the grant has
expired.

7. Project Evaluation: Proposals
should include a plan to evaluate the
activity’s success, both as the activities
unfold and at the end of the program. A
draft survey questionnaire or other
technique, plus a description of a
methodology used to link outcomes to
the original project objectives, are
recommended.

8. Cost-effectiveness/Cost-sharing:
The overhead and administrative
components of the proposal, including
salaries and honoraria, should be kept
as low as possible. All other items
should be necessary and appropriate.
Proposals should maximize cost-sharing
through other private sector support as
well as institutional direct funding
contributions.

Authority

Overall grant making authority for
this program is contained in the Mutual
Educational and Cultural Exchange Act
of 1961, Public Law 87-256, as
amended, also known as the Fulbright-
Hays Act. The purpose of the Act is “to
enable the Government of the United
States to increase mutual understanding
between the people of the United States
and the people of other countries * * *;
to strengthen the ties which unite us
with other nations by demonstrating the
educational and cultural interests,
developments, and achievements of the
people of the United States and other
nations * * * and thus to assist in the
development of friendly, sympathetic
and peaceful relations between the
United States and the other countries of
the world.” The funding authority for
the program above is provided through
FREEDOM Support Act legislation.

Notice

The terms and conditions published
in this RFGP are binding and may not
be modified by any Bureau
representative. Explanatory information
provided by the Bureau that contradicts

published language will not be binding.
Issuance of the RFGP does not
constitute an award commitment on the
part of the Government. The Bureau
reserves the right to reduce, revise, or
increase proposal budgets in accordance
with the needs of the program and the
availability of funds. Awards made will
be subject to periodic reporting and
evaluation requirements.

Notification

Final awards cannot be made until
funds have been appropriated by
Congress, allocated and committed
through internal Bureau procedures.

Dated: February 26, 2003.
C. Miller Crouch,

Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Bureau
of Educational and Cultural Affairs,
Department of State.

[FR Doc. 03-5009 Filed 3-5-03; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 4710-05-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice 4289]

Bureau of Educational and Cultural
Affairs Request for Grant Proposals:
FY2004 Vietnam Fulbright Foreign
Student Exchange Program

SUMMARY: The Office of Academic
Exchange Programs of the Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs
announces an open competition to
administer the Vietnam Fulbright
Foreign Student Exchange Program.
Public and private non-profit
organizations meeting the provisions
described in Internal Revenue Code
section 26 U.S.C. 501(c)(3) may submit
proposals to administer the program.

The Vietnam Fulbright Foreign
Student Exchange Program was
established by act of Congress in
FY1992. The program aims to offer the
highest quality training to Vietnamese
professionals and potential leaders who
have at least three to five years of work
experience and are employed in areas
critical to Vietnam’s national
development. The Vietnamese Fulbright
students pursue master’s degrees at U.S.
universities in academic fields critical
to Vietnam’s national development and
consistent with the primary goal of the
Vietnam Fulbright program, which is to
foster mutual understanding between
the people of the United States and
Vietnam through educational
exchanges.

Program Information
Overview

The Vietnam Fulbright Foreign
Student Exchange Program is designed
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to bring approximately twenty to
twenty-five Vietnamese students per
year to study in the United States. The
students will pursue one- to two-year
graduate degrees in a wide range of
academic fields such as American
studies, business, economics,
environmental policy/studies, higher
education, international relations,
journalism, law, women’s studies (e.g.,
gender and development), public health,
public policy/administration, and rural
development. Your proposal should
include program costs for two years, but
administrative costs for only the first
year. Your proposal narrative should
provide detailed information on major
program activities to be undertaken.

The Office of Academic Exchange
Programs, Department of State, works in
partnership with the Public Affairs
Section of the U.S. Embassy in Hanoi to
administer the Fulbright Program in
Vietnam. The grantee must collaborate
with both offices to carry out the
programs and activities of the grant.

Guidelines

Pending availability of funds, program
administration activities should cover
the time period from approximately
October 1, 2003 to September 30, 2005.
The projected grantee caseload is
expected to be approximately 25
students. Program activities will include
recruitment, selection, and placement of
students in graduate programs, as well
as arrangement of pre-academic English
language training, enrichment seminars,
and monitoring of students while on
their grants. Orientations should also be
provided for the students prior to their
departure from Vietnam and by the host
institutions upon arrival at the
institutions. Applicants should plan to
hold reentry seminars either before
students leave the U.S. or after their
return to Vietnam. When possible,
alumni activities should be facilitated
and supported.

The grantee organization will be
responsible for:

* Tuition payment, monitoring, and
supervision for students who begin programs
in Summer 2003 (who were selected by the
incumbent grantee organization);

+ Testing, interviewing, and final selection
of a cohort to begin programs in Summer
2004 (who will have been recruited and
initially screened by the incumbent
organization); and

* Recruitment and screening for a cohort
of students to begin in Summer 2005.

The incumbent organization will be
responsible for monitoring and
supervision during the second year of
study for grantees who began programs
in Summer 2002.

Programs must comply with J-1 visa
regulations. Please refer to Solicitation
Package for further information.

Budget Guidelines

The Bureau anticipates awarding one
grant of up to $1.8 million to support
program and administrative costs
required to implement this program.
The Bureau encourages applicants to
provide maximum levels of cost-sharing
and funding from private sources in
support of its programs. Bureau grant
guidelines require that organizations
with less than four years experience in
conducting international exchanges be
limited to $60,000 in Bureau funding.
Therefore, organizations that cannot
demonstrate at least four years
experience in conducting international
exchanges are ineligible to apply under
this competition.

There should be a clear justification of
the need for any proposed sub-contracts.
Subcontractors should bring unique
skills or value to the process, and this
should be demonstrated in the proposal.

Applicants must submit a
comprehensive budget for the entire
program. Awards may not exceed $1.8
million, and may be smaller if an
overlapping grant with the incumbent
organization is necessary to ensure a
smooth program transfer. There must be
a summary budget as well as specific
breakdowns reflecting both
administrative and program budgets.
Applicants may provide separate sub-
budgets for each program component,
phase, location, or activity to provide
clarification.

Allowable costs for the program include
the following:

(1) Program costs for students’ grants (up
to two years of graduate study plus up to six
months of language training);

(2) Staff salaries and benefits; and

(3) Administrative costs including
communication, overhead and indirect costs,
travel and per diem expenses, etc.

Please refer to the Solicitation
Package for complete budget guidelines
and formatting instructions.

Announcement Title and Number: All
correspondence with the Bureau
concerning this RFGP should reference
the above title and the following
number: ECA/A/E/EAP—2004—Vietnam—
02.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, CONTACT:
Mary Hanlon in the Office of Academic
Exchange Programs, ECA/A/E/EAP,
Room 208, U.S. Department of State,
SA-44, 301 4th Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20547; phone: 202—
619-5406; fax: 202—401-1728; e-mail:
mhanlon@pd.state.gov to request a
Solicitation Package if you are unable to
download it from the internet (see

instructions below). The Solicitation
Package contains detailed award
criteria, required application forms,
specific budget instructions, and
standard guidelines for proposal
preparation. Please specify Bureau
Program Officer Mary Hanlon on all
other inquiries and correspondence.
Please read the complete Federal
Register announcement before sending
inquiries or submitting proposals. Once
the RFGP deadline has passed, Bureau
staff may not discuss this competition
with applicants until the proposal
review process has been completed.

To Download a Solicitation Package via
Internet

The entire Solicitation Package may
be downloaded from the Bureau’s Web
site at http://exchanges.state.gov/
education/RFGPs. Please read all
information before downloading.

Deadline for Proposals

All proposal copies must be received
at the Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs by 5 p.m. Washington,
DC time on Thursday, May 1, 2003.
Faxed documents will not be accepted
at any time. Documents postmarked the
due date but received on a later date
will not be accepted. Each applicant
must ensure that the proposals are
received by the above deadline.

Applicants must follow all
instructions in the Solicitation Package.
The original and 10 copies of the
application should be sent to: U.S.
Department of State, SA—44, Bureau of
Educational and Cultural Affairs, Ref.:
ECA/A/E/EAP-2004—Vietnam—02,
Program Management, ECA/EX/PM,
Room 534, 301 4th Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20547.

Applicants must also submit the
“Executive Summary’’ and “Proposal
Narrative” sections of the proposal on a
3.5" diskette, formatted for DOS. These
documents must be provided in ASCII
text (DOS) format with a maximum line
length of 65 characters. The Bureau will
transmit these files electronically to the
Public Affairs section at the U.S.
Embassy for its review, with the goal of
reducing the time it takes to get embassy
comments for the Bureau’s grants
review process.

Diversity, Freedom and Democracy
Guidelines

Pursuant to the Bureau’s authorizing
legislation, programs must maintain a
non-political character and should be
balanced and representative of the
diversity of American political, social,
and cultural life. “Diversity”” should be
interpreted in the broadest sense and
encompass differences including, but
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not limited to ethnicity, race, gender,
religion, geographic location, socio-
economic status, and physical
challenges. Applicants are strongly
encouraged to adhere to the
advancement of this principle both in
program administration and in program
content. Please refer to the review
criteria under the “Support for
Diversity” section for specific
suggestions on incorporating diversity
into the total proposal. Public Law 104—
319 provides that “in carrying out
programs of educational and cultural
exchange in countries whose people do
not fully enjoy freedom and
democracy,” the Bureau ‘“‘shall take
appropriate steps to provide
opportunities for participation in such
programs to human rights and
democracy leaders of such countries.”
Public Law 106—113 requires that the
governments of the countries described
above do not have inappropriate
influence in the selection process.
Proposals should reflect advancement of
these goals in their program contents, to
the full extent deemed feasible.

Adherence to All Regulations
Governing the J Visa

The Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs is placing renewed
emphasis on the secure and proper
administration of Exchange Visitor (J
visa) Programs and adherence by
grantees and sponsors to all regulations
governing the J visa. Therefore,
proposals should demonstrate the
applicant’s capacity to meet all
requirements governing the
administration of Exchange Visitor
Programs as set forth in 22 CFR 6Z,
including the oversight of Responsible
Officers and Alternate Responsible
Officers, screening and selection of
program participants, provision of pre-
arrival information and orientation to
participants, monitoring of participants,
proper maintenance and security of
forms, record-keeping, reporting and
other requirements. The grantee
organization will be responsible for
issuing DS-2019 forms to participants
in this program.

A copy of the complete regulations
governing the administration of
Exchange Visitor (J) programs is
available at http://exchanges.state.gov
or from: United States Department of
State, Office of Exchange Coordination
and Designation, ECA/EC/ECD-SA-44,
Room 734, 301 4th Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20547, Telephone:
(202) 401-9810, FAX: (202) 401-9809.

Review Process

The Bureau will acknowledge receipt
of all proposals and will review them

for technical eligibility. Proposals will
be deemed ineligible if they do not fully
adhere to the guidelines stated herein
and in the Solicitation Package.

All eligible proposals will be
reviewed by the program office, as well
as the Public Diplomacy section
overseas where appropriate. Eligible
proposals will be subject to compliance
with Federal and Bureau regulations
and guidelines and forwarded to Bureau
grant panels for advisory review.
Proposals may also be reviewed by the
Office of the Legal Adviser or by other
Department elements. Final funding
decisions are at the discretion of the
Department of State’s Assistant
Secretary for Educational and Cultural
Affairs. Final technical authority for
grants or cooperative agreements resides
with the Bureau’s Grants Officer.

Review Criteria

Technically eligible applications will
be competitively reviewed according to
the criteria stated below. These criteria
are not rank ordered and all carry equal
weight in the proposal evaluation:

1. Quality of the program idea:
Proposals should exhibit originality,
substance, precision, and relevance to
the Bureau’s mission.

2. Program planning: Detailed agenda
and relevant work plan should
demonstrate substantive undertakings
and logistical capacity. Agenda and plan
should adhere to the program overview
and guidelines described above.

3. Ability to achieve program
objectives: Objectives should be
reasonable, feasible, and flexible.
Proposals should clearly demonstrate
how the institution will meet the
program’s objectives and plan.

4. Multiplier effect/impact: Proposed
programs should strengthen long-term
mutual understanding, including
maximum sharing of information and
establishment of long-term institutional
and individual linkages.

5. Support of Diversity: Proposals
should demonstrate substantive support
of the Bureau’s policy on diversity.
Achievable and relevant features should
be cited in both program administration
(selection of participants, program
venue and program evaluation) and
program content (orientation and wrap-
up sessions, program meetings, resource
materials and follow-up activities).

6. Institutional Capacity: Proposed
personnel and institutional resources
should be adequate and appropriate to
achieve the program or project’s goals.

7. Institution’s Record/Ability:
Proposals should demonstrate an
institutional record of successful
exchange programs, including
responsible fiscal management and full

compliance with all reporting
requirements for past Bureau grants as
determined by Bureau Grant Staff. The
Bureau will consider the past
performance of prior recipients and the
demonstrated potential of new
applicants.

8. Follow-on Activities: Proposals
should provide a plan for continued
follow-on activity (without Bureau
support) ensuring that Bureau
supported programs are not isolated
events.

9. Project Evaluation: Proposals
should include a plan to evaluate the
activity’s success, both as it unfolds and
at the end of the program. A draft survey
questionnaire or other technique plus
description of a methodology to use to
link outcomes to original project
objectives is recommended. Successful
applicants will be expected to submit
intermediate reports after each project
component is concluded or quarterly,
whichever is less frequent.

10. Cost-effectiveness: The overhead
and administrative components of the
proposal, including salaries and
honoraria, should be kept as low as
possible. All other items should be
necessary and appropriate.

11. Cost-sharing: Proposals should
maximize cost-sharing through other
private sector support as well as
institutional direct funding
contributions.

Authority: Overall grant making
authority for this program is contained
in the Mutual Educational and Cultural
Exchange Act of 1961, Public Law 87—
256, as amended, also known as the
Fulbright-Hays Act. The purpose of the
Act is “to enable the Government of the
United States to increase mutual
understanding between the people of
the United States and the people of
other countries * * *; to strengthen the
ties which unite us with other nations
by demonstrating the educational and
cultural interests, developments, and
achievements of the people of the
United States and other nations * * *
and thus to assist in the development of
friendly, sympathetic and peaceful
relations between the United States and
the other countries of the world.” The
funding authority for the program above
is provided through legislation.

Notice: The terms and conditions
published in this RFGP are binding and
may not be modified by any Bureau
representative. Explanatory information
provided by the Bureau that contradicts
published language will not be binding.
Issuance of the RFGP does not
constitute an award commitment on the
part of the Government. The Bureau
reserves the right to reduce, revise, or
increase proposal budgets in accordance
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with the needs of the program and the
availability of funds. Awards made will
be subject to periodic reporting and
evaluation requirements.

Notification: Final awards cannot be
made until funds have been
appropriated by Congress, allocated and
committed through internal Bureau
procedures.

Dated: February 26, 2003.
C. Miller Crouch,
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary, Bureau
of Educational and Cultural Affairs,
Department of State.
[FR Doc. 03-5008 Filed 3—5—-03; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4710-05-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice 4293]

Bureau of Oceans and International
Environmental and Scientific Affairs;
Notice of Availability of a Draft
National Plan of Action To Prevent,
Deter, and Eliminate lllegal,
Unregulated, and Unreported Fishing

SUMMARY: The Department of State
announces the availability of a draft
National Plan of Action (NPOA)
developed pursuant to the International
Plan of Action (IPOA) to Prevent, Deter,
and Eliminate Illegal, Unregulated, and
Unreported Fishing, adopted by the
United Nations Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) Committee on
Fisheries (COFI) Ministerial Meeting in
February 2001. Members of the public
are encouraged to provide comments on
the draft NPOA.

DATES: Comments must be received no
later than May 31, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
requests for copies of the draft NPOA
should be submitted to Deirdre Warner-
Kramer, Office of Marine Conservation
(OES/OMC), Bureau of Oceans, and
International Environmental and
Scientific Affairs, Department of State,
Washington, DC 20520-7818, or may be
sent via facsimile (fax) to 202—736—
7350. An electronic version of the draft
is available at http://www.state.gov/g/
oes/ocns/c7983.htm Comments will not
be accepted if submitted via e-mail.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Deirdre Warner-Kramer at 202—647—
2335, fax 202-736—7350.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
United States and other members of the
international community have
experienced a growing incidence of
fishing activity that does not respect
applicable laws and regulations,
including fishing rules adopted at the
national and international levels.
Examples of such activity include

reflagging of fishing vessels to evade
controls, fishing in areas of national
jurisdiction without authorization by
the coastal State, and failure to report
(or misreporting) catches. Such
irresponsible fishing activity directly
undermines efforts to manage fisheries
properly and impedes progress toward
the goal of sustainable fisheries.

Under the auspices of the Food and
Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAQO), a concerted effort was
undertaken to develop a comprehensive
“toolbox” of measures that States could
take, both individually and collectively,
to address the problems of IUU fishing.
This effort culminated with the
adoption in 2001 of the FAO
International Plan of Action to Prevent,
Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported
and Unregulated Fishing (IPOA).

As its title suggests, the objective of
the IPOA is to prevent, deter and
eliminate IUU fishing. The principles to
guide the pursuit of this objective
include: (1) Broad participation and
coordination among States, as well as
representatives from industry, fishing
communities and non-governmental
organizations; (2) the phasing-in of
action to implement the IPOA on the
earliest possible timetable; (3) the use of
a comprehensive and integrated
approach, so as to address all impacts of
IUU fishing; (4) the maintenance of
consistency with the conservation and
long-term sustainable use of fish stocks
and the protection of the environment;
(5) transparency; and (6) non-
discrimination in form or in fact against
any State or its fishing vessels.

The draft U.S. National Plan of Action
is organized along the same lines as the
IPOA, including sections on All State
Responsibilities, Flag State
Responsibilities, Coastal State Measures,
Port State Measures, Internationally
Agreed Market State Measures,
Measures to be Implemented Through
Regional Fisheries Management
Organizations and Special Requirements
of Developing States. As envisioned in
the IPOA, the United States intends to
review the implementation of this
National Plan of Action at least every
four years after its adoption.

Dated: February 27, 2003.
Margaret F. Hayes,
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary for Oceans
and Fisheries, Department of State.
[FR Doc. 03-5287 Filed 3—5—03; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4710-09-P

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

Notice of Proposed Measure and
Opportunity for Public Comment
Pursuant to Section 421 of the Trade
Act of 1974: Certain Steel Wire
Garment Hangers From the People’s
Republic of China

AGENCY: Office of the United States
Trade Representative.

ACTION: Notice of proposed measure;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The United States
International Trade Commission (ITC)
has determined, pursuant to section
421(b)(1) of the Trade Act of 1974, as
amended (the Trade Act) (19 U.S.C.
2451(b)(1)), that certain steel wire
garment hangers ! from the People’s
Republic of China (China) are being
imported into the United States in such
increased quantities or under such
conditions as to cause market disruption
to the domestic producers of like or
directly competitive products. Pursuant
to section 421(h)(1) of the Trade Act, the
United States Trade Representative
(USTR) is publishing notice of proposed
restrictions with respect to imports of
the subject steel wire garment hangers
from China. USTR invites domestic
producers, importers, exporters, and
other interested parties to submit their
views and evidence on the
appropriateness of the proposed
restrictions and whether they would be
in the public interest. USTR also invites
interested parties to participate in a
public hearing (if requested).

DATES: Requests for USTR to hold a
public hearing are due by March 18,
2003. Written comments and requests to
testify at any public hearing are due by
March 20, 2003. If a request for USTR

1For purposes of its investigation, the ITC
considered certain steel wire garment hangers to
consist of garment hangers, fabricated from steel
wire in gauges from 9 to 17, inclusive (3.77 to 1.37
millimeters, inclusive), whether or not galvanized
or painted, whether or not coated with latex or
epoxy or other similar gripping materials, and
whether or not fashioned with paper covers or
capes (with or without printing) and/or nonslip
features such as saddles, tubes, or struts. After
fabrication, such hangers are in lengths from 7 to
20 inches, inclusive (177.8 to 508 millimeters,
inclusive), and the hanger’s length or bottom bar is
composed of steel wire and/or saddles, tubes, or
struts. The product may also be identified by its
commercial designation, referring to the shape and/
or style of the hanger or the garment for which it
is intended, including but not limited to Shirt, Suit,
Strut, and Caped hangers. Specifically excluded are
wooden, plastic, aluminum, and other garment
hangers that are covered under separate
subheadings of the Harmonized Tariff System of the
United States (HTS). The products subject to the
investigation are classified in subheading
7326.20.00 of the HTS and reported under
statistical reporting number 7326.20.0020.
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