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[FR Doc. 03–6459 Filed 3–19–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6560–50–P

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND 
SPACE ADMINISTRATION 

48 CFR Part 1817 

RIN 2700–AC33 

Interagency Acquisitions—Authority 
for Use

AGENCY: National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: This final rule revises the 
NASA Federal Acquisition Regulation 
(FAR) Supplement (NFS) to specify that 
the Space Act is the authority for all 
NASA interagency acquisitions except 
those acquired under the authority of 
the Inspector General Act of 1978 for the 
NASA Office of the Inspector General. 
This final rule further specifies that the 
requirements of the Economy Act will 
be applied to these acquisitions as a 
matter of policy. These changes will 
ensure greater clarity regarding the 
source and application of NASA’s 
authority for interagency acquisitions.
EFFECTIVE DATE: March 20, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Lou 
Becker, NASA Headquarters, Office of 
Procurement, Contract Management 
Division (Code HK), Washington, DC 
20546, telephone: (202) 358–4593, e-
mail to: lbecker@hq.nasa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

A. Background 

FAR Subpart 17.5 as supplemented by 
NFS 1817.5 addresses interagency 
acquisitions under the Economy Act (31 
U.S.C 1535). NFS 1817.72 addresses 
interagency acquisitions under the 
Space Act. NFS guidance is not clear on 
when the Economy Act or Space Act 
should be used as the authority for an 
interagency acquisition. Additionally, 
NFS guidance does not address 
interagency acquisition authority under 
the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 
U.S.C. Appendix III). FAR 17.500(b) 
states that the Economy Act applies 
when more specific statutory authority 
does not apply. The Space Act is a more 
specific authority and should be used as 
the authority for all NASA interagency 
acquisitions except those acquired 
under the authority of the Inspector 
General Act. This final rule revises the 
NFS to specify that the Inspector 
General Act is the authority for 
interagency acquisitions for the NASA 

Office of Inspector General and that the 
Space Act is the authority for all other 
NASA interagency acquisitions. 
However, it is NASA policy to apply the 
requirements of the Economy Act to its 
interagency acquisitions. This final rule 
makes clear that interagency 
acquisitions shall conform to the 
requirements of the Economy Act. 

B. Regulatory Flexibility Act 

NASA certifies that this final rule will 
not have a significant economic impact 
on a substantial number of small 
businesses within the meaning of the 
Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601 
et seq.) because it only clarifies the 
authority used by NASA for interagency 
acquisitions. 

C. Paperwork Reduction Act 

The Paperwork Reduction Act does 
not apply because the changes to the 
NFS do not impose new recordkeeping 
or information collection requirements 
which require the approval of the Office 
of Management and Budget under 44 
U.S.C. 3501, et seq.

List of Subjects in 48 CFR Part 1817 

Government procurement.

Tom Luedtke, 
Assistant Administrator for Procurement.

Accordingly, 48 CFR 1817 is amended 
to read as follows: 

1. The authority citation for 48 CFR 
part 1817 continues to read as follows:

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 2473(c)(1).

PART 1817—SPECIAL CONTRACTING 
METHODS 

2. Add section 1817.500 to read as 
follows:

1817.500 Scope of subpart. 

(b) See 1817.72.

3. Remove sections 1817.503 and 
1817.504.

4. Revise section 1817.7201 to read as 
follows:

1817.7201 Policy. 

The Space Act (42 U.S.C. 2473) 
applies to NASA interagency 
acquisitions except those for the NASA 
Office of Inspector General acquired 
under the authority of the Inspector 
General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. Appendix 
III). NASA has elected to conform its 
implementation of the Space Act and 
the Inspector General Act to the 
requirements of the Economy Act (see 
FAR 17.5).

5. Add sections 1817.7202 and 
1817.7203 to read as follows:

1817.7202 Determinations and findings 
requirements. 

(a) Interagency acquisitions shall be 
supported by a Determination and 
Finding (D&F) equivalent to that 
required for Economy Act transactions 
(see FAR 17.503). This requirement 
applies to all purchases of goods or 
services under contracts entered into or 
administered by agencies other than 
NASA including the Military 
Departments. The Space Act shall be 
cited as authority for all NASA 
interagency acquisitions except that the 
Inspector General Act shall be cited as 
the authority for interagency 
acquisitions for the NASA Office of 
Inspector General. 

(b) To satisfy the D&F requirement 
identified in FAR 17.503(a)(2), current 
market prices, recent acquisition prices, 
or prices obtained by informational 
submissions as provided in FAR 15.201 
may be used to ascertain whether the 
acquisition can be accomplished more 
economically from commercial sources. 

(c) The determination described in 
paragraph (a) of this section is not 
required for contracts awarded under 
the Space Act to Government agencies 
pursuant to a Broad Agency 
Announcement when a review of the 
acquisition records would make it 
obvious that the award is not being used 
as a method of circumventing regulatory 
or statutory requirements, particularly 
FAR part 6, Competition Requirements 
(e.g., when a significant number and 
value of awards made under the BAA 
are made to entities other than 
Government agencies). 

(d) All D&F’s for a servicing agency 
not covered by the FAR shall be 
approved by the Assistant 
Administrator for Procurement.

1817.7203 Ordering procedures. 

To satisfy the ordering procedures in 
17.504(b)(4), all payment provisions 
shall require the servicing agency or 
department to submit a final voucher, 
invoice, or other appropriate payment 
document within six months after the 
completion date of the order. A different 
period may be specified by mutual 
agreement if six months is not 
sufficient.

[FR Doc. 03–6704 Filed 3–19–03; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

50 CFR Part 679

Docket No. 021212307–3037–3037–02; I.D. 
031303B]

Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone off Alaska; Pacific Cod by 
Catcher/processor Vessels Using 
Hook-and-line Gear in the Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), NationalOceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed 
fishing for Pacific cod by catcher/
processor vessels using hook-and-line 
gear in the Bering Sea and Aleutian 
Islands management area (BSAI). This 
action is necessary to prevent exceeding 
the A season apportionment of the 2003 
total allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific 
cod allocated for catcher/processor 
vessels using hook-and-line gear in this 
area.
DATES: Effective 1200 hrs, Alaska local 
time (A.l.t.), March 15, 2003, until 2400 
hrs, A.l.t., June 10, 2003.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Mary Furuness, 907–586–7228.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS 
manages the groundfish fishery in the 

BSAI according to the Fishery 
Management Plan for the Groundfish 
Fishery of the Bering Sea and Aleutian 
Islands Area (FMP) prepared by the 
North Pacific Fishery Management 
Council under authority of the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act. 
Regulations governing fishing by U.S. 
vessels in accordance with the FMP 
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600 
and 50 CFR part 679.

The A season apportionment of the 
2003 Pacific cod TAC allocated to 
catcher/processor vessels using hook-
and-line gear in the BSAI was 
established as a directed fishing 
allowance of 46,747 metric tons by the 
final 2003 harvest specifications for 
groundfish in the BSAI (68 FR 9907, 
March 3, 2003). See § 679.20(c)(3)(iii), 
§ 679.20(c)(5), and § 679.20(a)(7)(i)(A) 
and (C).

In accordance with § 679.20(d)(1)(iii), 
the Administrator, Alaska Region, 
NMFS (Regional Administrator), has 
determined that the A season 
apportionment of the 2003 Pacific cod 
TAC allocated as a directed fishing 
allowance to catcher/processor vessels 
using hook-and-line gear in the BSAI 
will soon be reached. Consequently, 
NMFS is prohibiting directed fishing for 
Pacific cod by catcher/processor vessels 
using hook-and-line gear in the BSAI.

Maximum retainable amounts may be 
found in the regulations at § 679.20(e) 
and (f).

Classification

This action responds to the best 
available information recently obtained 
from the fishery. The Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA 
(AA), finds good cause to waive the 
requirement to provide prior notice and 
opportunity for public comment 
pursuant to the authority set forth at 5 
U.S.C. 553(b)(B) as such requirement is 
contrary to the public interest. This 
requirement is contrary to the public 
interest as it would delay the closure of 
the fishery, lead to exceeding the A 
season apportionment, and therefore 
reduce the public’s ability to use and 
enjoy the fishery resource.

The AA also finds good cause to 
waive the 30–day delay in the effective 
date of this action under 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3). This finding is based upon 
the reasons provided above for waiver of 
prior notice and opportunity for public 
comment.

This action is required by § 679.20 
and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866.

Authority: Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et 
seq.

Dated: March 14, 2003.

Richard W. Surdi,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–6715 Filed 3–17–03; 1:07 pm]

BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

VerDate Jan<31>2003 14:58 Mar 19, 2003 Jkt 200001 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 4700 Sfmt 4700 E:\FR\FM\20MRR1.SGM 20MRR1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2010-07-18T21:23:10-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




