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to the Final EIS and ROD for the Manti-
La Sal National Forest Land and 
Resource Management Plan (Forest 
Plan). The Forest Plan provides the 
overall guidance (goals, objections, 
standards, and management area 
direction) to achieve the desired future 
condition for the area being analyzed, 
and contains specific management area 
prescriptions for the entire forest. 

Issues and alternatives to be evaluated 
in the analysis will be determined 
through scoping. The primary issues are 
expected to include the socioeconomic 
benefits of mining, the potential impacts 
of underground mining and mining-
induced subsidence and seismicity to 
surface and ground water, vegetation, 
wildlife, cultural resources, range 
improvements, recreation, man-made 
features, and other land uses. 

Agency representatives and other 
interested people are invited to visit 
with Forest Service at any time during 
the EIS process. Two specific time 
periods are identified for the receipt of 
formal comments on the analysis. The 
two comment periods are, (1) during the 
scoping process, the next 30 days 
following publication of this notice in 
the Federal Register and (2) during the 
foreman review period of the Draft EIS. 

The Draft EIS is estimated to be filed 
with the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) and available for public 
review in August, 2004. At that time the 
EPA will publish an availability notice 
in the Federal Register. The comment 
period on the Draft EIS will be 45 days 
from the date that EPA’s notice of 
availability appears in the Federal 
Register. The Final EIS is expected to be 
released in January, 2005. 

The Forest Service believes, at this 
early stage, it is important to give 
reviewers notice of several court rulings 
related to public participation in the 
environmental review process. First, 
reviewers of draft Environmental Impact 
Statements must structure their 
participation in the environmental 
review of the proposal so that it is 
meaningful and alerts an agency to the 
reviewer’s position and contentions. 
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. v. 
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 533 (1978). Also, 
environmental objections that could be 
raised at the draft Environmental Impact 
Statement stage but that are not raised 
until after completion of the final 
Environmental Impact Statement may 
be waived or dismissed by the courts. 
City of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016, 
1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin 
Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp. 
1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of 
these court rulings, it is very important 
that those interested in this proposed 
action participate by the close of the 45-

day comment period so that substantive 
comments objections are made available 
to the Forest Service at a time when it 
can meaningfully consider them and 
respond to them in the final 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

To assist the Forest Service in 
identifying and considering issues and 
concerns on the proposed action, 
comments on the draft Environmental 
Impact Statement should be as specific 
as possible. It is also helpful if 
comments refer to specific pages or 
chapters of the draft statement. 
Comments may also address the 
adequacy of the draft environmental 
impact statement or the merits of the 
alternatives formulated and discussed in 
the statement. Reviewers may wish to 
refer to the Council on Environmental 
Quality Regulations for implementing 
the procedural provisions of the 
National Environmental Policy Act at 40 
CFR 1503.3 in addressing these points.

Authority: National Forest Management 
Act of October 22, 1976 (Pub. L. 94–588, 90 
Stat. 2949, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 472a, 476, 
500, 513–516, 518, 521b. 528(note), 576b, 
594–2(note), 1600(note), 1601(note), 1600–
1602, 1604, 1606, 1608–1614), and Mineral 
Leasing Act of February 25, 1920 (Pub. L. 66–
146, 41 Stat. 437, as amended; 30 U.S.C. 181–
287).

Dated: March 1, 2004. 
Alice B. Carlton, 
Forest Supervisor, Manti-La Sal National 
Forest.
[FR Doc. 04–4981 Filed 3–4–04; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Eastern Washington 
Cascades Provincial Advisory 
Committee and the Yakima Provincial 
Advisory Committee will meet on 
Wednesday, March 17, 2004, at the 
Okanogan and Wenatchee National 
Forests Headquarters Office, 215 
Melody Lane, Wenatchee, Washington. 
The meeting will begin at 9 a.m. and 
continue until 3 p.m. During this 
meeting we will share information on 
new developments relating to the 
Northwest Forest Plan, review the 
Adaptive Management Area 
subcommittee resolution on Cle Elum 
mining, and discuss bark beetle damage 
to forests in Okanogan County. All 
Eastern Washington Cascades and 

Yakima Province Advisory Committee 
meetings are open to the public. 
Interested citizens are welcome to 
attend.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Direct questions regarding this meeting 
to Paul Hart, Designated Federal 
Official, USDA, Wenatchee National 
Forest, 215 Melody Lane, Wenatchee, 
Washington 98801, 509–664–9200.

Dated: February 27, 2004. 
Paul Hart, 
Designated Federal Official, Okanogan and 
Wenatchee National Forests.
[FR Doc. 04–4897 Filed 3–4–04; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: The Klamath Provincial 
Advisory Committee will meet on 
March 17–18 at the Shasta-Trinity 
National Forest Supervisor’s Office, 
3644 Avtech Parkway, Redding, CA 
96002. The meeting will start at 1 p.m. 
and adjourn at 5 p.m. on March 17, and 
start at 8 a.m. and adjourn at 12 noon 
on March 18. Agenda items for the 
meeting include: (1) Discussion on 
topics of general interest to the PAC 
(selection of new member, issue 
development process); (2) Salvage 
Harvest After Wildfire 
Recommendations; (3) Salvage Sale 
Opportunities; and (4) Public Comment 
Periods. All Provincial Advisory 
Committee meetings are open to the 
public. Interested citizens are 
encouraged to attend.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jan 
Ford, USDA, Klamath National Forest, 
1312 Fairlane Road, Yreka, California 
96097; telephone 530–841–4483 (voice), 
TDD 530–841–4573.

Dated: February 27, 2004. 
Margaret J. Boland, 
Designated Federal Official, Klamath PAC.
[FR Doc. 04–5056 Filed 3–4–04; 8:45 am] 
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