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Dated: July 8, 2019.
Julia Marie Harrison,

Chief, Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.
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BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Research and Development Enterprise
Committee (RDEC); Public Comment
for the NOAA Research and
Development Plan

AGENCY: Office of Oceanic and
Atmospheric Research (OAR), National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), Department of
Commerce (DOC).

ACTION: Notice of public comment.

SUMMARY: This notice sets forth a public
comment for NOAA’s Research and
Development (R&D) Plan set for release
in 2019. NOAA R&D is an investment in
the scientific knowledge and technology
that will allow the United States to
protect lives and property, adapt to
challenges, sustain a strong economy,
and manage natural resources. The R&D
strategic plan will provide a common
understanding among NOAA’s
leadership, workforce, partners, and
constituents on the value and direction
of NOAA R&D activities.

DATES: Comments are due by August 26,
2019.

ADDRESSES: Submit public comments
via email to noaa.rdplan@noaa.gov.
Include “NOAA R&D Plan Public
Comment on Draft Plan” in the subject
line of the message. All comments
received are part of the public record.
Please refer to the web page https://
nre.noaa.gov/CouncilProducts/
ResearchPlans.aspx for the most up-to-
date R&D plan draft document.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr.
Gary Matlock, Deputy Assistant
Administrator for Science, NOAA, Rm.
11461, 1315 East-West Highway, Silver
Spring, Maryland 20910. (Phone: 301—
734-1185, Email: gary.c.matlock@
noaa.gov); or visit the NOAA RDEC
website at https://nrc.noaa.gov/About/
Committees.aspx.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Key vision
statement areas of the plan include: (1)
Reduced societal impacts from severe
weather and other environmental
phenomena; (2) Sustainable use of
ocean and coastal resources; and (3) A
robust and effective research,
development, and transition enterprise.

Comments may address the proposed
vision statements, key questions,
objectives, document structure, and
other content and formatting aspects of
the draft R&D Plan.

Authority: NAO 216-115A.

Dated: March 14, 2019.
David Holst,
Chief Financial Officer/Administrative
Officer, Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric
Research, National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

Editorial note: This document was
received for publication by the Office of the
Federal Register on July 3, 2019.
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BILLING CODE 3510-KD-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce will
submit to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
chapter 35).

Agency: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

Title: Atlantic Highly Migratory
Species (HMS) Recreational Landings
and Bluefin Tuna Catch Reports.

OMB Control Number: 0648—-0328.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Request: Regular (Extension,
without change, of a currently approved
collection).

Number of Respondents: 15,761.
Average Hours per Response: 5-10
minutes per landings report; 1 hour for

state reports.

Burden Hours: 1,786.

Needs and Uses: Catch reporting from
recreational and commercial handgear
fisheries provides important data used
to monitor catches of Atlantic highly
migratory species (HMS) and
supplements other existing data
collection programs. Data collected
through this program are used for both
domestic and international fisheries
management and stock assessment
purposes.

Atlantic bluefin tuna (BFT) catch
reporting provides real-time catch
information used to monitor the BFT
fishery. Under the Atlantic Tunas
Convention Act of 1975 (ATCA, 16
U.S.C. 971), the United States is
required to adopt regulations, as
necessary and appropriate, to
implement recommendations of the

International Commission for the
Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT),
including recommendations on a
specified BFT quota. BFT catch
reporting helps the United States
monitor this quota and supports
scientific research consistent with
ATCA and the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act, 16 U.S.C.
1801 et seq.). Recreational anglers and
commercial handgear fishermen are
required to report specific information
regarding their catch of BFT.

Atlantic billfish and swordfish are
managed internationally by ICCAT and
nationally under ATCA and the
Magnuson-Stevens Act. This collection
provides information needed to monitor
the recreational catch of Atlantic blue
marlin, white marlin, and roundscale
spearfish, which is applied to the
recreational limit established by ICCAT,
and the recreational catch of North
Atlantic swordfish, which is applied to
the U.S. quota established by ICCAT.
This collection also provides
information on recreational landings of
West Atlantic sailfish, which is
unavailable from other established
monitoring programs.

Affected Public: Businesses or other
for-profit organizations; individuals or
households; and State, Local, or Tribal
government.

Frequency: On occasion; Weekly/Bi-
weekly; Annually.

Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.

This information collection request
may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow
the instructions to view Department of
Commerce collections currently under
review by OMB.

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to OIRA_Submission@
omb.eop.gov or fax to (202) 395-5806.

Sheleen Dumas,

Departmental Lead PRA Officer, Office of the
Chief Information Officer, Commerce
Department.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce will
submit to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
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