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docket number (e.g., Docket Number
FRA-2002-13651) and must be
submitted to the Docket Clerk, DOT
Docket Management Facility, Room PL—
401 (Plaza Level), 400 7th Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20590. Comments
received within 30 days of the date of
this notice will be considered by FRA
before any final action is taken.
Although FRA does not anticipate
scheduling a public hearing in
connection with these proceedings, if
any interested party desires an
opportunity for oral comment, they
should notify FRA in writing before the
end of the comment period and specify
the basis for their request. All written
communications concerning these
proceedings are available for
examination during regular business
hours (9 a.m.—5 p.m.).

All documents in the public docket
are also available for inspection and
copying on the Internet at the docket
facility’s Web site http://dms.dot.gov .
Anyone is able to search the electronic
form of all comments received into any
of our dockets by the name of the
individual submitting the comment (or
signing the comment, if submitted on
behalf of an association, business, labor
union, etc.). You may review DOT’s
complete Privacy Act Statement in the
Federal Register published on April 11,
2000 (Volume 65, Number 70; Pages
19477-78) at http://dms.dot.gov.

Issued in Washington, DC on June 24,
2003.

Grady C. Cothen, Jr.,

Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety
Standards and Program Development.

[FR Doc. 03-16557 Filed 6—-30-03; 8:45 am)|]
BILLING CODE 4910-06—P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Railroad Administration

Petition for Waiver of Compliance

In accordance with part 211 of Title
49 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR),
notice is hereby given that the Federal
Railroad Administration (FRA) received
a request for a waiver of compliance
with certain requirements of its safety
standards. The individual petition is
described below, including the party
seeking relief, the regulatory provisions
involved, the nature of the relief being
requested, and the petitioner’s
arguments in favor of relief.

Farmrail System, Incorporated (Waiver
Petition Docket Number FRA-2001-
9998)

The Farmrail System owns three
passenger coaches which were built in

1954-56. These coaches are not used in
regular service but only on a limited
seasonal basis primarily in conjunction
with the Oklahoma Tourism and
Recreation Department’s resort and
conference center located at Quartz
Mountain State Park.

The cars operate on trackage owned
by the Oklahoma Department of
Transportation for which Farmrail acts
as lessee-operator. The excursion trains
operate from a station near the entrance
to Quartz Mountain State Park and run
northward around Lake Lugert through
a sparsely populated area to Lone Wolf,
Oklahoma and back. Farmrail requests
relief from the requirements of Title 49
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)
223.15 Requirements for existing
passenger cars due to the infrequent use
of the cars, the planned usage for
excursion service, and the cost of
installing compliant glazing.

The cars are former VIA Rail Canada
equipment and have a double-pane
combination of Va-inch thick safety glass
inside and plate glass outside. This
glazing system remains the standard in
Canada for passenger equipment, and
the petitioner believes that the operation
of these cars, as equipped, would not
pose a safety hazard to passengers or
employees.

FRA granted Farmrail relief from the
requirements of CFR 223.15 to operate
their three passenger cars, numbers
FMRC 5627, 5478, and 5560, without
FRA compliant glazing on a limited
basis for a period of five years on May
24, 2002. Subsequent to FRA granting
the subject waiver, Farmrail restated the
intended area of operation for these
excursion/charter trains to include the
entire 354 mile System. This is a major
modification to the original waiver
request. The additional proposed area of
operation was not included in the
original safety evaluation. Therefore,
Farmrail requested reopening of this
docket and petitions for the expanded
area of operation.

Interested parties are invited to
participate in these proceedings by
submitting written views, data, or
comments. FRA does not anticipate
scheduling a public hearing in
connection with these proceedings since
the facts do not appear to warrant a
hearing. If any interested party desires
an opportunity for oral comment, they
should notify FRA in writing before the
end of the comment period and specify
the basis for their request.

All communications concerning these
proceedings should identify the
appropriate docket number (e.g., Waiver
Petition Docket Number FRA-2001—
9998) and must be submitted to the
Docket Clerk, DOT Docket Management

Facility, Room PL—401 (Plaza Level),
400 7th Street, SW., Washington, DC
20590. Communications received within
45 days of the date of this notice will

be considered by FRA before final
action is taken. Comments received after
that date will be considered as far as
practicable. All written communications
concerning these proceedings are
available for examination during regular
business hours (9 a.m.—5 p.m.) at FRA’s
temporary docket room located at 1120
Vermont Avenue, NW., Room 7051,
Washington, DC 20005.

FRA wishes to inform all potential
commenters that anyone is able to
search the electronic form of all
comments received into any of our
dockets by the name of the individual
submitting the comment (or signing the
comment, if submitted on behalf of an
association, business, labor union, etc.).
You may review DOT’s complete
Privacy Act Statement in the Federal
Register published on April 11, 2000
(Volume 65, Number 70; Pages 19477—
78) or you may visit http://dms.dot.gov.

Grady C. Cothen, Jr.,

Deputy Associate Administrator for Safety
Standards and Program Development.

[FR Doc. 03-16556 Filed 6—30—-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Transit Administration

Environmental Impact Statement on
Transportation Improvements Within
the North Corridor in Metropolitan
Columbus, Ohio

AGENCY: Federal Transit Administration

(FTA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of Intent to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement.

SUMMARY: The Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) and the Central
Ohio Transit Authority (COTA) are
issuing this notice to advise interested
agencies and the public that, in
accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969, as amended, an Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) is being
prepared for the proposed
transportation improvements in the
North Corridor and adjacent areas in the
City of Columbus and Franklin, and
Delaware Counties, within the
metropolitan area of Columbus, Ohio.
The EIS will evaluate the following
alternatives: a no-build alternative; a
transportation system management
(TSM) alternative; build alternatives
consisting of light rail transit in one of
several alignment options combined
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with increased bus service in the North

Corridor, and any additional reasonable

alternatives that emerge from the

scoping process. Scoping will be
accomplished through meetings and
correspondence with interested persons,
organizations, the general public, and
federal, state and local agencies.

The EIS will address the need to
improve mobility and reverse-commute
access in the corridor, reduce adverse
environmental impacts in the region,
provide long-term, cost-effective
transportation infrastructure and
services, and enhance regional
economic development.

DATES: Comment Due Date: Written

comments on the alternatives and

impacts to be considered should be sent
to Mr. Michael L. Bradley, Director of

Rail Development, Central Ohio Transit

Authority, 1650 Lake Shore Drive, Suite

300, Golumbus, Ohio 43204 by August

15, 2003.

Scoping Meetings: Three public
scoping meetings and one interagency
scoping meeting will be held. The
public scoping meetings will be held on
July 22 and 23, 2003. The interagency
scoping meeting will be held on July 24,
2003. See ADDRESSES below for the
specific time and place of each meeting.
ADDRESSES: Written comments on the
scope of the analysis and the impacts to
be considered should be sent by August
15, 2003 to: Mr. Michael L. Bradley,
Director of Rail Development, Central
Ohio Transit Authority, 1650 Lake
Shore Drive, Suite 300, Columbus, OH
43204.

Public Scoping meetings will be held
at the following locations:

Tuesday, July 22, 2003 at Rhodes Office
Tower, Lobby Hearing Room, 30 East
Broad Street, Columbus, Ohio from 8
to 10 a.m. COTA will give a
presentation on the proposed action at
8:30 a.m.

Tuesday, July 22, 2003 at St. Stephen’s
Community House, 1500 17th
Avenue, Columbus, Ohio from 6 to 8
p-m. COTA will give a presentation
on the proposed action at 6:30 p.m.
Wednesday, July 23, 2003 at North

Broadway United Methodist Church, 48

East North Broadway, Columbus, Ohio

from 6 to 8 pm. COTA will give a

presentation on the proposed action at

6:30 pm.

The appropriate federal, state, and
local agency offices will be notified
individually about the time and location
of the interagency scoping meeting.

The locations of the scoping meetings
are accessible to persons with
disabilities. Any individual with a
disability who requires special
assistance to participate in the scoping

meetings should contact Mr. Michael L.
Bradley, Director of Rail Development,
Central Ohio Transit Authority, 1650
Lake Shore Drive, Suite 300, Columbus,
Ohio 43204 or should call the project
information line at (866) “RAILCOTA or
COTA TDD at (614) 228-1832 available
weekdays 8:30 a.m.—5:30 p.m.), or
should send an e-mail to
info@cotafasttrax.com by July 14, 2003
in order for COTA to make necessary
arrangements.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Vanessa Adams, Senior Community
Planner, Federal Transit
Administration, 200 West Adams Street,
Suite 320, Chicago, Illinois 60606—5232;
phone: (312) 353-2789.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Federal Transit Administration (FTA),
the federal lead agency, in cooperation
with the Central Ohio Transit Authority
(COTA), the local lead agency, is
preparing an Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for proposed
transportation improvements in the
North Corridor and adjacent areas. The
lead agencies will also seek the
cooperation of the Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) and the Mid-Ohio
Regional Planning Commission
(MORPC), the metropolitan planning
organization (MPO) responsible for
transportation planning in metropolitan
Columbus.

The transportation improvements
have been defined through a Major
Investment Study (MIS) conducted in
1995 and updated in 2001, which
included extensive public outreach and
interagency involvement. The MIS is
available for public review at the COTA
office by contacting Mr. Michael
Bradley as described under ADDRESSES
above. In accordance with the
regulations implementing the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of
1969, as amended, the scoping process
will be used to determine the
alternatives to be considered in detail in
the EIS and the impacts of those
alternatives to be evaluated. The results
of the MIS will not be re-visited unless
significant costs or impacts not fully
evaluated in the MIS are identified
during scoping. FTA and COTA also
expect the scoping process to identify
alternative design concepts for
evaluation. Alternative alignments and
designs that meet the project purpose
and need as reflected in the regional
transportation plan will be addressed in
the EIS.

I. Scoping
FTA and COTA invite interested

individuals, organizations, and federal,
state, and local agencies to participate in

defining the alternatives to be evaluated
and identifying any significant social,
economic and environmental issues
related to the alternatives. Comments on
the appropriateness of the alternatives
and impact-related issues are
encouraged. Specific suggestions on
additional alternatives to be examined
and issues to be addressed are
welcomed and will be considered in
establishing the final study scope.
Comments may be made orally at the
meetings or in writing no later than
August 15, 2003.

COTA staff will be present at the
scoping meetings to describe corridor
alternatives, answer questions, and
receive comments. Additional
opportunities for public participation
will be provided throughout the EIS
preparation to review findings and
results and to solicit comments.
Interested persons will be notified of
project progress through a continuing
community information program and
materials distributed to the project
mailing list that will include all scoping
participants.

II. Description of Study Area and
Project Need

The study area for the North Corridor
Light Rail Transit project (NCLRT) is
located within the metropolitan area of
Columbus, Ohio in the City of
Columbus and Franklin and Delaware
Counties. The transit alternative extends
approximately 13 miles between the
Franklin/Delaware County line in the
Polaris area and downtown Columbus
and centered on a path generally
parallel to Interstate-71. The northern
terminus of the transit study area is the
intersection of Flint Road and Lazelle
Road at the Franklin and Delaware
county line and the southern terminus
is the intersection of High Street and
Fulton Street in downtown Columbus.
The study area is generally bounded on
the west by the Olentangy River and
State Route 315 and on the east by State
Route 3 (Cleveland Avenue/Westerville
Road). Because one of the transit
alternatives includes the shared use of
the CSX Transportation (CSXT) and
Norfolk Southern (NS) railroad right-of-
way, the study will also evaluate
impacts on the regional freight railroad
network in Central Ohio.

Most of the corridor is within the
urban setting of the City of Columbus,
but it also includes the suburban
communities of Minerva Park, Riverlea
and portions of the cities of
Worthington and Westerville. Several
major activity centers are located within
the corridor and at the northern and
southern termini, including cultural
sites, entertainment districts, hospitals,
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sport stadiums, universities,
fairgrounds, a convention center and a
regional mall. The remainder of the
corridor is primarily residential. Polaris,
Crosswoods, Worthington, Easton, and
the Short North are mixed use areas
with an emphasis on retail and
restaurants. The Ohio State House, the
Arena District, Theater District, City
Center, Science Center and redeveloping
Brewery District are major traffic
generators in the downtown area. The
corridor has two large hospitals, Grant
Hospital and the Ohio State University
Hospital, serving more than 50,000
patients each year. Three colleges and
universities (Ohio State University,
Columbus State Community College,
and Franklin University) are within the
corridor. Four major sports stadiums are
also in the corridor, including Ohio
Stadium (where Ohio State University
plays football), Schottenstein Center for
basketball, Columbus Crew Soccer
Stadium and Nationwide Arena. Other
attractions include the Ohio State
Fairgrounds, the Columbus Convention
Center, and the Veterans Memorial Hall.

Approximately 233,000 people live in
the study area and the population is
expected to increase to more than
248,000 by year 2025. The North
Corridor has approximately 235,000
jobs, which is one-third of the region’s
total employment. The number of jobs is
expected to increase in the study area to
278,000 by 2025. Due to the population
and employment within the North
Corridor, COTA'’s busiest bus route is
within the study area, serving
approximately 13,000 riders per day in
the Ohio State University area. The
North Corridor is considered the most
congested area in the Columbus
metropolitan area.

COTA and MORPC have been
working together to address the
transportation problems and needs in
the Columbus metropolitan area. In
1993, COTA and MORPC completed an
update of the long range plan for public
transportation in the region, which
recommended a series of transit system
improvements, including the
development of eight fixed guideway
transit lines using existing freight rail
corridors. As a result of the Long Range
System Plan Analysis, the 13-mile North
Corridor, extending between the Polaris
area and Downtown Columbus generally
along Interstate-71, was identified as the
priority corridor for fixed guideway
transit improvements.

COTA and MORPC conducted a Major
Investment Study (MIS) for the North
Corridor between 1993 and 1995, with
the recommendation to expand bus
service as the locally preferred
alternative. Following the completion of

Vision 2020, a long-range transit plan
for central Ohio, in 2001 COTA and
MORPC updated the 1995 North
Corridor MIS. The MIS update
concluded with the selection of a locally
preferred alternative comprised of light
rail transit and substantial
improvements to bus service in the
corridor between the Polaris area and
Downtown Columbus.

III. Alternatives

The scoping meetings, other
community meetings and written
comments will be a major source of
alternatives for consideration in the EIS.
Transportation alternatives proposed for
consideration in the North Corridor
include:

1.A No-Action Alternative, which is
the continuation of existing bus service
policies in the study area. Under the No-
Action Alternative, increases in service
to the year 2025 would track with
increases in demand due to population
or employment growth in the area, in
accordance with current service
policies.

2. A Transportation System
Management (TSM) Alternative, which
focuses on operational and low to
medium cost capital improvements to
bus transit routes and service in the
project area, and attempts to serve the
project purpose and need as much as
possible without the construction of a
new fixed guideway.

3. Build Alternatives comprised of
Light Rail Transit (LRT) combined with
enhanced bus service. The LRT route
extends about 13 miles from the Polaris
area to the Columbus Central Business
District. From Polaris to about 17th
Street, the light rail line is proposed to
be located in railroad right-of-way
(ROW) parallel to the CSXT Columbus
line and NS Sandusky-Columbus rail
lines. Street running operations are
proposed for the light rail line from the
vicinity of 17th Street to Fulton Street
in the Downtown. The proposed street
running alignments south of 17th Street
would be along Summit and/or Fourth
Streets with a transition to High Street
at Interstate 670. An alternative
alignment with street running
operations along High Street between
approximately 17th Street and Interstate
670 that would more directly serve the
Ohio State University campus may also
be considered.

Two options are under consideration
for the portion of the project that is
located in the rail ROW between Polaris
and about 17th Street: Under one of the
options for the railroad right-of-way,
COTA may construct a new freight
railroad intermodal facility in Delaware

or Union County in the central Ohio
area.

Fourteen potential transit stations
would be located to serve potential trip
generators and in areas where economic
development activities are planned or
underway. The locations of stations and
resulting impacts will be an important
area of consideration during the study.

Based on public and agency input
received during scoping, variations of
the above alternatives and other
transportation-related improvement
options, both transit and non-transit,
may be considered for the North
Corridor.

IV. Probable Effects/Potential Impacts
for Analysis

The FTA and COTA will evaluate all
social, economic and environmental
impacts of the alternatives analyzed in
the EIS. Impacts may include: Land use,
zoning, and economic development;
secondary development; cumulative
land use impacts; land acquisition,
displacements, and relocation of
existing uses; historic and
archaeological resources; parklands and
recreation areas; neighborhoods and
communities; environmental justice; air
quality; noise and vibration; hazardous
materials; ecosystems; water resources;
construction impacts; safety and
security; utilities; finance; and
transportation. Other potential impact
issues may be added as a result of
scoping and interagency coordination
efforts. The proposed impact assessment
and evaluation will take into account
both positive and negative effects, direct
and indirect impacts, short-term
(construction) and long-term operational
impacts, and cumulative effects.
Measures to avoid or mitigate any
significant adverse impacts will be
developed.

V. FTA Procedures

In accordance with FTA policy, all
federal laws, regulations and executive
orders affecting project development,
including but not limited to the
regulations of the Council on
Environmental Quality and FTA
implementing NEPA (40 CFR parts
1500-1508 and 23 CFR part 771), the
Clean Air Act, Section 404 of the Clean
Water Act, Executive Orders 11988,
11990 and 12898 regarding floodplains,
wetlands, and environmental justice,
respectively, the National Historic
Preservation Act, the Endangered
Species Act, and section 4(f) of the
Department of Transportation Act, will
be addressed to the maximum extent
practicable during the NEPA process.

The Draft Environmental Impact
Statement (DEIS) will be circulated to
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solicit public and agency comments on
the proposed action. Public hearings
will be held on the DEIS. Based on the
comments received on the DEIS, COTA
will take appropriate project actions and
prepare the Final EIS, which will
identify the preferred alternative.
Opportunity for additional public
comment will be provided throughout
all phases of project development.

Issued on: June 23, 2003.
Joel P. Ettinger,
Regional Administrator.
[FR Doc. 03-16555 Filed 6—-30-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4910-57—P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Fiscal Service

Renegotiation Board Interest Rate;
Prompt Payment Interest Rate;
Contract Disputes Act

AGENCY: Bureau of the Public Debt,
Fiscal Service, Treasury.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: For the period beginning July
1, 2003 and ending on December 31,

2003 the prompt payment interest rate
is 3.125 per centum per annum.

ADDRESSES: Comments or inquires may
be mailed to Eleanor Farrar, Team
Leader, Debt Accounting Branch, Office
of Public Debt Accounting, Bureau of
the Public Debt, Parkersburg, West
Virginia, 26106—1328. A copy of this
Notice will be available to download
from http://www.publicdebt.treas.gov.

DATES: This notice announces the
applicable interest rate for the July 1,
2003 to December 31, 2003 period.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Frank Dunn, Manager, Debt Accounting
Branch, Office of Public Debt
Accounting, Bureau of the Public Debt,
Parkersburg, West Virginia, 26106—1328,
(304) 480-5170; Eleanor Farrar, Team
Leader, Borrowings Accounting Team,
Office of Public Debt Accounting,
Bureau of the Public Debt, (304) 480—
5166; Edward C. Gronseth, Deputy Chief
Counsel, Office of the Chief Counsel,
Bureau of the Public Debt, (304) 480—
8692; or Geraldine J. Porco-Hubenko,
Attorney-Adviser, Office of the Chief
Counsel, Bureau of the Public Debt,
(202) 691-3708.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Although
the Renegotiation Board is no longer in
existence, other Federal Agencies are
required to use interest rates computed
under the criteria established by the
Renegotiation Act of 1971 Sec. 2, Pub.
L. 92—41, 85 Stat. 97. For example, the
Contract Disputes Act of 1978 Sec. 12,
Pub. L. 95-563, 92 Stat. 2389 and,
indirectly, the Prompt Payment Act of
1982, 31 U.S.C. 3902(a), provide for the
calculation of interest due on claims at
a rate established by the Secretary of the
Treasury for the Renegotiation Board
under Pub. L. 92-41.

Therefore, notice is given that the
Secretary of the Treasury has
determined that the rate of interest
applicable, for the period beginning July
1, 2003 and ending on December 31,
2003, is 3.125 per centum per annum.
This rate is determined pursuant to the
above-mentioned sections for the
purpose of said sections.

Dated: June 26, 2003.
Donald V. Hammond,
Fiscal Assistant Secretary.
[FR Doc. 03-16538 Filed 6—-30-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4810-39-P
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