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acquisition date. These values, 
including any goodwill, are reflected in 
the separate financial statements of the 
acquired institution, as well as in any 
consolidated financial statements of the 
institution’s parent. 

The OCC, the FRB, and the FDIC 
require the use of push-down 
accounting for regulatory reporting 
purposes when there is at least a 95 
percent change in ownership. This 
approach is generally consistent with 
accounting interpretations issued by the 
staff of the Securities and Exchange 
Commission. The OTS requires the use 
of push-down accounting when there is 
at least a 90 percent change in 
ownership.

Dated: February 18, 2004. 
John D. Hawke, Jr., 
Comptroller of the Currency.

Dated: February 9, 2004. 
By order of the Board of Governors of the 

Federal Reserve System. 
Jennifer J. Johnson, 
Secretary of the Board.

Dated at Washington, DC this 10th day of 
February, 2004.

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation. 
Robert E. Feldman, 
Executive Secretary.

Dated: February 17, 2004.

By the Office of Thrift Supervision. 
James Gilleran, 
Director.
[FR Doc. 04–3959 Filed 2–23–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4810–33–P, 6720–01–P, 6210–01–P, 
6714–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Fiscal Service 

Financial Management Service; 
Proposed Collection of Information: 
Annual Financial Statement of Surety 
Companies—Schedule F

AGENCY: Financial Management Service, 
Fiscal Service, Treasury.
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: The Financial Management 
Service, as part of its continuing effort 
to reduce paperwork and respondent 
burden, invites the general public and 
other Federal agencies to take this 
opportunity to comment on a 
continuing information collection. By 
this notice, the Financial Management 
Service solicits comments concerning 
the ‘‘Annual Financial Statement of 
Surety Companies—Schedule F.’’
DATES: Written comments should be 
received on or before April 26, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Financial Management Service, 3700 
East-West Highway, Records and 
Information Management Program Staff, 
Room 135, Hyattsville, Maryland 20782.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information 
should be directed to Robert Cline, 
Surety Bond Branch, 3700 East West 
Highway, Hyattsville, Maryland 20782, 
(202) 874–6850.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant 
to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)), the financial 
Management Service solicits comments 
on the collection of information 
described below: 

Title: Annual Financial Statement of 
Surety Companies—Schedule F. 

OMB Number: 1510–0012. 
Form Number: FMS 6314. 
Abstract: This form provides 

information that is used to determine 
the amount of unauthorized reinsurance 
of a Treasury Certified Company, and to 
compute its underwriting limitations. 
This computation is necessary to ensure 
the solvency of companies certified by 
Treasury, and their ability to carry out 
contractual surety requirements. 

Current Actions: Extension of 
currently approved collection. 

Type of Review: Regular. 
Affected Public: Business or other for-

profit. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

368. 
Estimated Time Per Respondent: 

Varies from 8 hours to 80 hours. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden 

Hours: 15,635. 
Comments: Comments submitted in 

response to this notice will be 
summarized and/or included in the 
request for Office of Management and 
Budget approval. All comments will 
become a matter of public record. 
Comments are invited on: (a) Whether 
the collection of information is 
necessary for the proper performance of 
the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden of the 
collection of information; (c) ways to 
enhance the quality, utility, and clarity 
of the information to be collected; (d) 
ways to minimize the burden of the 
collection of information on 
respondents, including through the use 
of automated collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology; 
and (e) estimates of capital or start-up 
costs and cost of operation, maintenance 

and purchase of services to provide 
information.

Wanda Rogers, 
Assistant Commissioner, Financial 
Operations.
[FR Doc. 04–3874 Filed 2–23–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4810–35–M

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Fiscal Service 

Surety Companies Acceptable on 
Federal Bonds: Termination—
Cumberland Casualty and Surety 
Company

AGENCY: Financial Management Service, 
Fiscal Service, Department of the 
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This is Supplement No. 8 to 
the Treasury Department Circular 570; 
2003 Revision, published July 1, 2003 at 
68 FR 39186.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Surety Bond Branch at (202) 874–6850.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Notice is 
hereby given that the Certificate of 
Authority issued by the Treasury to the 
above named Company, under the 
United States Code, title 31, sections 
9304–9308, to qualify as an acceptable 
surety on Federal bonds is terminated 
effective today. 

The Company was last listed as an 
acceptable surety on Federal bonds at 68 
FR 39196, July 1, 2003. 

With respect to any bonds, including 
continuous bonds, currently in force 
with above listed Company, bond-
approving officers should secure new 
bonds with acceptable sureties in those 
instances where a significant amount of 
liability remains outstanding. In 
addition, in no event, should bonds that 
are continuous in nature be renewed. 

The Circular may be viewed and 
downloaded through the Internet at 
http://www.fms.treas.gov/c570. A hard 
copy may be purchased from the 
Government Printing Office (GPO), 
Subscription Service, Washington, DC, 
telephone (202) 512–1800. When 
ordering the Circular from GPO, use the 
following stock number: 769–004–
04643–2. 

Questions concerning this notice may 
be directed to the U.S. Department of 
the Treasury, Financial Management 
Service, Financial Accounting and 
Services Division, Surety Bond Branch, 
3700 East-West Highway, Room 6F07, 
Hyattsville, MD 20782.
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Dated: February 13, 2004. 
Wanda J. Rogers, 
Assistant Commissioner, Financial 
Operations, Financial Management Service.
[FR Doc. 04–3875 Filed 2–23–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4810–35–M

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Internal Revenue Service 

Proposed Collection; Comment 
Request for Notice 2004–11

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS), 
Treasury.
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: The Department of the 
Treasury, as part of its continuing effort 
to reduce paperwork and respondent 
burden, invites the general public and 
other Federal agencies to take this 
opportunity to comment on proposed 
and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)). Currently, the IRS is 
soliciting comments concerning Notice 
2004–11, Research Credit Record 
Retention Agreements.
DATES: Written comments should be 
received on or before April 26, 2004 to 
be assured of consideration.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Glenn P. Kirkland, Internal Revenue 
Service, room 6411, 1111 Constitution 
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20224.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of notice should be directed to 
Carol Savage at Internal Revenue 
Service, room 6407, 1111 Constitution 
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20224, or 
at (202) 622–3945, or through the 
internet at CAROL.A.SAVAGE@irs.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Title: Research Credit Record 
Retention Agreements. 

OMB Number: 1545–1859. 
Notice Number: Notice 2004–11. 
Abstract: Notice 2004–11 announces a 

pilot program in which the Internal 
Revenue Service and large and mid-size 
business taxpayers may enter into 
research credit recordkeeping 
agreements (RCRAs). If the taxpayer 
complies with the terms of the RCRA, 
the Service will deem the taxpayer to 
satisfy the recordkeeping requirements 
of section 6001 for purposes of the 
credit for increasing research activities 
under section 41 of the Internal Revenue 
Code. 

Current Actions: There are no changes 
being made to the notice at this time. 

Type of Review: Extension of a 
currently approved collection. 

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
65. 

Estimated Average Time Per 
Respondent: 18 hours. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 1,170. 

The following paragraph applies to all 
of the collections of information covered 
by this notice: 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, a collection of information 
unless the collection of information 
displays a valid OMB control number. 
Books or records relating to a collection 
of information must be retained as long 
as their contents may become material 
in the administration of any internal 
revenue law. Generally, tax returns and 
tax return information are confidential, 
as required by 26 U.S.C. 6103. 

Request for Comments: Comments 
submitted in response to this notice will 
be summarized and/or included in the 
request for OMB approval. All 
comments will become a matter of 
public record. Comments are invited on: 
(a) Whether the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether the 
information shall have practical utility; 
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate 
of the burden of the collection of 
information; (c) ways to enhance the 
quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information to be collected; (d) ways to 
minimize the burden of the collection of 
information on respondents, including 
through the use of automated collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology; and (e) estimates of capital 
or start-up costs and costs of operation, 
maintenance, and purchase of services 
to provide information.

Approved: February 17, 2004. 
Glenn P. Kirkland, 
IRS Reports Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–3995 Filed 2–23–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4830–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Internal Revenue Service 

[TD 8223, TD 8432, and TD 8657] 

Proposed Collection; Comment 
Request for Regulation Project

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS), 
Treasury.
ACTION: Notice and request for 
comments. 

SUMMARY: The Department of the 
Treasury, as part of its continuing effort 
to reduce paperwork and respondent 
burden, invites the general public and 
other Federal agencies to take this 
opportunity to comment on proposed 
and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13(44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)). Currently, the IRS is 
soliciting comments concerning existing 
final and temporary regulations, TD 
8223, Branch Tax; TD 8432, Branch 
Profits Tax; and TD 8657, Regulations 
on Effectively Connected Income and 
the Branch Profits Tax (§§ 1.884–1, 
1.884–2, 1.884–2T, 1.884–4, 1.884–5).
DATES: Written comments should be 
received on or before April 26, 2004 to 
be assured of consideration.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Glenn Kirkland, Internal Revenue 
Service, room 6411, 1111 Constitution 
Avenue NW., Washington, DC 20224.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the regulations should be 
directed to Larnice Mack at Internal 
Revenue Service, room 6407, 1111 
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington, 
DC 20224, or at (202)622–3179, or 
through the internet at 
(Larnice.Mack@irs.gov).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Title: TD 8223, Branch Tax; TD 8432, 

Branch Profits Tax; and TD 8657, 
Regulations on Effectively Connected 
Income and the Branch Profits Tax. 

OMB Number: 1545–1070. Regulation 
Project Number: TD 8223, TD 8432, and 
TD 8657. 

Abstract: These regulations provide 
guidance on how to comply with 
Internal Revenue Code section 884, 
which imposes a tax on the earnings of 
a foreign corporation’s branch that are 
removed from the branch and which 
subjects interest paid by the branch, and 
certain interest deducted by the foreign 
corporation, to tax. 

Current Actions: There is no change to 
these existing regulations. 

Type of Review: Extension of a 
currently approved collection. 

Affected Public: Business or other for-
profit organizations. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
28,500. 

Estimated Time Per Respondent: 27 
minutes. 

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 12,694. 

The following paragraph applies to all 
of the collections of 1information 
covered by this notice: 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
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