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the 9.45-mile Westside-Seghers Branch,
between milepost 764.80 near Hillsboro
and milepost 754.57 near Seghers; 2 and
(3) the 14.32-mile Newberg Branch,
between milepost 763.99 near Cook and
milepost 749.67 near Newberg.

According to the verified notice, in
1995, PNWR entered into an agreement
with UP’s predecessor on the Lines, the
Southern Pacific Transportation
Company (SP),3 to lease and operate the
Lines. See Portland & W. R.R.—Lease &
Operation Exemption—S. Pac. Transp.
Co., FD 32758 (ICC served Sept. 13,
1995). PNWR states that the original
lease was for a period of 10 years and
automatically extended into 2025.
PNWR further states that PNWR and UP
have amended the original lease
numerous times 4 and that the parties
have agreed to further extend the term
and to make other commercial revisions.
According to PNWR, it will continue to
be the operator on the Lines after the
transaction.

According to the verified notice, the
lease agreement with UP contains an
interchange commitment pertaining to
interchange with carriers other than UP.
PNWR has provided additional
information regarding the interchange
commitment as required by 49 CFR
1150.43(h).5

PNWR certifies that its projected
revenues as a result of the transaction
will not exceed those that would qualify
it as a Class IIl rail carrier and that its
current annual revenues exceed $5
million. Pursuant to 49 CFR 1150.42(e),
if a carrier’s projected annual revenues
will exceed $5 million, it must, at least
60 days before the exemption is to

because PNWR holds authority to operate this
segment via a perpetual freight easement. See
Portland & W. R.R.—Acquis. & Operation
Exemption—Union Pac. R.R., FD 34792 (STB served
Nov. 24, 2006). In light of PNWR’s supplement,
April 11, 2025, is considered the filing date of the
verified notice.

2 According to PNWR, while the distance noted
here is correct, the mileposts have not been
redesignated to reflect a previous abandonment.

3PNWR states that UP succeeded to the rights of
SP as a result of the merger authorized in Union
Pacific Corp.—Control & Merger—Southern Pacific
Rail Corp., 1 S.T.B. 233 (1996).

4+PNWR does not indicate whether it believes
authority from the Board was necessary for the
previous amendments. The class exemption
invoked by PNWR does not provide for retroactive
effectiveness. See Cent. N.Y. R.R.—Lease &
Operation Exemption Including Interchange
Commitment—Norfolk S. Ry., FD 36825, slip op. at
2 1.3 (STB served Mar. 28, 2025).

5 Concurrent with the initial filing of its verified
notice of exemption, PNWR filed, under seal,
portions of the amended lease. See 49 CFR
150.43(h)(1) (providing that certain information
related to interchange commitments, such as copies
of agreements, will be kept confidential without an
accompanying motion for a protective order). In its
April 11 supplement, PNWR provided, under seal,
the full amended agreement.

become effective, post a notice of its
intent to undertake the proposed
transaction at the workplace of the
employees on the affected lines, serve a
copy of the notice on the national
offices of the labor unions with
employees on the affected lines, and
certify to the Board that it has done so.
PNWR, however, has petitioned for
waiver of the 60-day advance labor
notice requirements. PNWR’s waiver
request will be addressed in a separate
decision. The Board will establish the
effective date of the exemption in its
separate decision on the waiver request.

If the verified notice contains false or
misleading information, the exemption
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d)
may be filed at any time. The filing of
a petition to revoke will not
automatically stay the effectiveness of
the exemption. Petitions to stay must be
filed no later than May 2, 2025.

All pleadings, referring to Docket No.
FD 36826, must be filed with the
Surface Transportation Board either via
e-filing on the Board’s website or in
writing addressed to 395 E Street SW,
Washington, DC 20423—-0001. In
addition, a copy of each pleading must
be served on PNWR’s representative,
Justin J. Marks, Clark Hill PLC, 1001
Pennsylvania Avenue NW, Suite 1300
South, Washington, DC 20004.

According to PNWR, this action is
categorically excluded from
environmental review under 49 CFR
1105.6(c) and from historic preservation
reporting requirements under 49 CFR
1105.8(b).

Board decisions and notices are
available at www.stb.gov.

Decided: April 22, 2025.

By the Board, Scott M. Zimmerman, Acting
Director, Office of Proceedings.

Aretha Laws-Byrum,

Clearance Clerk.

[FR Doc. 2025—-07192 Filed 4—24-25; 8:45 am]
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Federal Aviation Administration
[Docket No. FAA-2025-0605]

Airport Improvement Program (AIP)
Grant Assurances

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Department of
Transportation.

ACTION: Notice of modification of
Airport Improvement Program grant
assurances; opportunity to comment.

SUMMARY: The FAA proposes updates to
the AIP grant assurances to reflect

recent legislative provisions in the FAA
Reauthorization Act of 2024 as well as
recently issued executive orders.
DATES: The FAA is implementing these
modified grant assurances upon
publication of this notice to expedite
processing Fiscal Year 2025 grants. The
FAA will accept public comments
concerning these modified grant
assurances for 14 days. Comments must
be submitted on or before May 9, 2025.
If necessary, in response to comments
received, the FAA will consider
appropriate revisions to these grant
assurance modifications through
publication of a subsequent notice in
the Federal Register.

ADDRESSES: You may send comments
[identified by Docket Number FAA—
2025-0605] using any of the following
methods:

e Government-Wide Rulemaking
Website: Go to http://
www.regulations.gov and follow the
instructions for sending your comments
electronically.

e Mail: Docket Operations, U.S.
Department of Transportation, West
Building, Ground Floor, Room W12—
140, Routing Symbol M—-30, 1200 New
Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC
20590.

e Fax:1-202—493-2251.

e Hand Delivery: To Docket
Operations, Room W12-140 on the
ground floor of the West Building, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC
20590, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David F. Cushing, Manager, Airports
Financial Assistance Division, Federal
Aviation Administration, 800
Independence Avenue SW, Washington,
DC 20591; telephone: (202) 267-8827;
fax: (202) 267-5302.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A sponsor
(applicant) seeking financial assistance
in the form of an AIP grant for airport
planning, airport development, noise
compatibility planning, or noise
mitigation under 49 U.S.C., as amended,
or an airport development grant under
the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs
Act (ITJA) (Pub. L. 117-58), must agree
to comply with certain assurances.
These grant assurances are incorporated
in and become part of a sponsor’s grant
agreement for Federal financial
assistance. As need dictates, the FAA
modifies these assurances to reflect new
Federal requirements. Notice of such
modifications is published in the
Federal Register, and an opportunity for
public comment is provided. The
assurances that apply to a sponsor
depend on the type of sponsor.


http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.regulations.gov
http://www.stb.gov
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There are four types of grant
assurances:

e Airport Sponsor (applicable for
airport development);

¢ Non-Airport Sponsors Undertaking
Noise Compatibility Program Projects;

¢ Planning Agency Sponsors; and

e Aviation State Block Grant Program.

The current assurances were
published on May 2, 2022, at 87 FR
25691. Prior to the FAA Reauthorization
Act of 2024 (Pub. L. 118-63), the
assurances were published on:

e February 3, 1988, at 53 FR 3104 and
amended on September 6, 1988, at 53
FR 34361;

e August 29, 1989, at 54 FR 35748;

e June 10, 1994, at 59 FR 30076;

e January 4, 1995, at 60 FR 521;

e June 2, 1997, at 62 FR 29761;

e August 18, 1999, at 64 FR 45008;

e August 24, 2004, at 69 FR 52057
and amended on March 29, 2005, at 70
FR 15980;

e March 18, 2011, at 76 FR 15028;

e April 13, 2012, at 72 FR 22376;

e April 3, 2014, at 79 FR 18755;

e February 28, 2020, at 85 FR 12048;
and

e May 2, 2022, at 84 FR 25691.

A complete list of the current grant
assurances may be viewed at: https://
www.faa.gov/airports/aip/grant
assurances.

Discussion of Grant Assurance
Modifications

The FAA is making five changes to
the grant assurances. These changes will
be in effect for grants issued in fiscal
year 2025 and beyond. The changes to
the grant assurances are as follows:

Removal of Executive Orders

Executive Order 11246—Equal
Employment Opportunity

Executive Order 12898—Environmental
Justice

Executive Order 13985—Executive
Order on Advancing Racial Equity
and Support for Underserved
Communities Through the Federal
Government

Executive Order 13988—Preventing and
Combating Discrimination on the
Basis of Gender Identity or Sexual
Orientation

Executive Order 14008—Tackling the
Climate Crisis at Home and Abroad

Additions to Federal Legislation and
List of Executive Orders

Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act,
Public Law 117-58, Title VIII

Executive Order 14149—Restoring
Freedom of Speech and Ending
Federal Censorship

Executive Order 14151—Ending Radical
and Wasteful Government DEI
Programs and Preferencing

Executive Order 14154—Unleashing
American Energy

Executive Order 14168—Defending
Women from Gender Ideology
Extremism and Restoring Biological
Truth to the Federal Government

Executive Order 14173—Ending Illegal
Discrimination and Restoring Merit-
Based Opportunity

Updates to Grant Assurances 1, General
Federal Requirements

The FAA updated the introductory
paragraph of Grant Assurance 1 to
include the following language:

“Performance under this agreement
shall be governed by and in compliance
with the following requirements, as
applicable, to the type of organization of
the Sponsor and any applicable sub-
recipients. The applicable provisions to
this agreement include, but are not
limited to, the following:”

Updates to Grant Assurances 5,
Preserving Rights and Powers, and 29,
Airport Layout Plan

The FAA updated Grant Assurances 5
and 29 to conform with Section 743 of
the FAA Reauthorization Act of 2024
(Pub. L. 118-63).

Updates to Grant Assurance 30, Civil
Rights

The FAA updated Grant Assurance 30
to conform with Executive Order 14151,
Ending Radical and Wasteful
Government DEI Programs and
Preferencing.

Addition of Assurance 40, Access to
Leaded Aviation Fuel

The FAA has added Grant Assurance
40 that requires an airport owner or
operator that made any 100-octane low
lead aviation gasoline (100LL) available
at such airport, at any time during
calendar year 2022, to not restrict or
prohibit the sale of or self-fueling with
100-octane low lead aviation gasoline.
This requirement remains until the
earlier of December 31, 2030, or the date
on which the airport or any retail fuel
seller at the airport makes available an
unleaded aviation gasoline that has been
authorized for use by the Administrator
of the Federal Aviation Administration
as a replacement for 100-octane low
lead aviation gasoline for use in nearly
all piston-engine aircraft and engine
models; and meets either an industry
consensus standard or other standard
that facilitates the safe use, production,
and distribution of such unleaded
aviation gasoline, as determined
appropriate by the Administrator.
Violations are subject to civil penalties
in accordance with 49 U.S.C.
46301(a)(8).

Authority for Grant Assurance
Modifications

This notice is published under the
authority described in Subtitle VII, Part
B, Chapter 471, Sections 47107 and
47122 of Title 49 United States Code
(U.S.C.). In addition, the statutory
authorities delegated to the Federal
Aviation Administration are
enumerated in Title 49 Code of Federal
Regulations (CFR) 1.83 (“Delegations to
the Federal Aviation Administration”).

Issued in Washington, DC, on April 22,
2025.

David F. Cushing,

Manager, Airports Financial Assistance
Division.

[FR Doc. 2025-07224 Filed 4—24-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Railroad Administration

Safety Advisory 2025-01; Proper
Configuration of Grand Master 4000
and 4000A Switch Machines To
Prevent Unintended Switch Movement

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice of safety advisory.

SUMMARY: FRA is issuing Safety
Advisory 2025-01 to heighten
awareness within the rail industry of the
potential for unintended movement of
Grand Master 4000 and 4000A switch
machines. Improper configuration of
these machines could allow power to be
present at the switch machine controller
when locking is in effect, creating the
potential for unintended switch
movement underneath or in front of a
train.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Scott Johnson, Part 236 Subject Matter
Expert, Signal, Train Control and
Crossings Division, Office of Railroad
Safety, FRA, 1200 New Jersey Ave. SE,
Washington, DC 20590, 406—210-3608,
scott.j.johnson@dot.gov.

Disclaimer: This Safety Advisory is
considered guidance pursuant to DOT
Order 2100.6A (June 7, 2021). Except
when referencing laws, regulations,
policies, or orders, the information in
this Safety Advisory does not have the
force and effect of law and is not
binding in any way. This document
does not review or replace any
previously issued guidance.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The Grand Master 4000 and 4000A is
an electric switch machine designed to
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