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DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration
Services

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Comment Request

ACTION: Request OMB approval;
application to extend/change
Nonimmigrant Status, Form I-539,
(OMB No. 1615-0003).

The Department of Homeland
Security (DHS), Bureau of Citizenship
and Immigration Services (CIS) has
submitted the following information
collection request for review and
clearance in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. The
proposed information collection is
published to obtain comments from the
public and affected agencies. Comments
are encouraged and will be accepted for
sixty days until October 5, 2004.

Written comments and suggestions
from the public and affected agencies
concerning the proposed collection of
information should address one or more
of the following four points:

(1) Evaluate whether the proposed
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility;

(2) Evaluate the accuracy of the
agencies estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumption used;

(3) Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and

(4) Minimize the burden of the
collection of information on those who
are to respond, including through the
use of appropriate automated,
electronic, mechanical, or other
technological collection techniques or
other forms of information technology,
e.g., permitting electronic submission of
responses.

Overview of this information
collection:

(1) Type of Information Collection:
Extension of currently approved
collection.

(2) Title of the Form/Collection:
Application to Extend/Change
Nonimmigrant Status.

(3) Agency form number, if any, and
the applicable component of the
Department of Homeland Security
sponsoring the collection: 1-539, Bureau
of Citizenship and Immigration
Services.

(4) Affected public who will be asked
or required to respond, as well as a brief

abstract: Primary: Individuals and
households. The information collected
is required by 8 CFR part 214. This form
will be used by nonimmigrants to apply
for an extension of stay or for a change
to another nonimmigrant classification.

(5) An estimate of the total number of
respondents and the amount of time
estimated for an average respondent to
respond: 261,867 responses at 45
minutes (.75 hours) per response.

(6) An estimate of the total public
burden (in hours) associated with the
collection: 196,400 annual burden
hours.

In additional information is required
contact: Mr. Richard A. Sloan, Director,
Regulations and Forms Services, Bureau
of Citizenship and Immigration
Services, Department of Homeland
Security, Room 4034, 425 I Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20536.

Dated: August 2, 2004.
Stephen Tarragon,

Deputy Department Clearance Officer,
Department of Homeland Security.

[FR Doc. 04—17948 Filed 8—5-04; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4410-10-M

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration
Services

[CIS No. 2319-04]

Extension of the Designation of
Temporary Protected Status for
Somalia

AGENCY: Bureau of Citizenship and
Immigration Services, DHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Temporary Protected
Status (TPS) designation for Somalia
will expire on September 17, 2004. This
notice extends the Secretary of
Homeland Security’s designation of
Somalia for 12 months until September
17, 2005, and sets forth procedures
necessary for nationals of Somalia (or
aliens having no nationality who last
habitually resided in Somalia) with TPS
to re-register and to apply for an
extension of their employment
authorization documentation for the
additional 12-month period. Re-
registration is limited to persons who
registered under the initial designation
(which was announced on September
16, 1991) and also timely re-registered
under each subsequent extension of the
designation, or who registered under the
re-designation (which was announced
on September 4, 2001) and also timely
re-registered under each extension of
the re-designation. Certain nationals of

Somalia (or aliens having no nationality
who last habitually resided in Somalia)
who previously have not applied for
TPS may be eligible to apply under the
late initial registration provisions.
EFFECTIVE DATES: The extension of
Somalia’s TPS designation is effective
September 17, 2004, and will remain in
effect until September 17, 2005. The 60-
day re-registration period begins August
6, 2004, and will remain in effect until
October 5, 2004.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Colleen Cook, Residence and Status
Services, Office of Programs and
Regulations Development, Bureau of
Citizenship and Immigration Services,
Department of Homeland Security, 425
“I” Street, NW., Ullico Building, 3rd
Floor, Washington, DC 20529, telephone
(202) 514-4754.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

What Authority Does the Secretary of
the Department of Homeland Security
Have To Extend the Designation of TPS
for Somalia?

On March 1, 2003, the functions of
the Immigration and Naturalization
Service (Service) transferred from the
Department of Justice (DOJ) to the
Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) pursuant to the Homeland
Security Act of 2002, Public Law 107—
296. The responsibilities for
administering TPS held by the Service
were transferred to the Bureau of
Citizenship and Immigration Services
(BCIS).

Under section 244 of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (Act), 8 U.S.C.
1254a, the Secretary of DHS, after
consultation with appropriate agencies
of the Government, is authorized to
designate a foreign state or (part thereof)
for TPS. The Secretary of DHS may then
grant TPS to eligible nationals of that
foreign state (or aliens having no
nationality who last habitually resided
in that state).

Section 244(b)(3)(A) of the Act
requires the Secretary of DHS to review,
at least 60 days before the end of the
TPS designation or any extension
thereof, the conditions in a foreign state
designated for TPS to determine
whether the conditions for a TPS
designation continue to be met and, if
so, the length of an extension of TPS. 8
U.S.C. 1254a(b)(3)(A). If the Secretary of
DHS determines that the foreign state no
longer meets the conditions for TPS
designation, he shall terminate the
designation, as provided in section
244(b)(3)(B) of the Act. 8 U.S.C.
1254a(b)(3)(B). Finally, if the Secretary
of DHS does not determine that a
foreign state (or part thereof) no longer
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