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adverse determination of patentability
as that phrase is used in 35 U.S.C.
154(b)(1)(C)(iii).

* * * * *

Dated: November 24, 2003.
Jon W. Dudas,
Deputy Under Secretary of Commerce for
Intellectual Property and Deputy Director of
the United States Patent and Trademark
Office.
[FR Doc. 03—-30151 Filed 12—3-03; 8:45 am)]
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40 CFR Part 52

[CA 291-0424b; FRL-7590-5]
Revisions to the California State

Implementation Plan, Ventura County
Air Pollution Control District

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA).
ACTION: Proposed rule.

SUMMARY: EPA is proposing to approve
revisions to the Ventura County Air
Pollution Control District (VCAPCD)
portion of the California State
Implementation Plan (SIP). These
revisions concern volatile organic
compound (VOC) emissions from
adhesives and sealants. We are
proposing to approve a local rule to
regulate these emission sources under
the Clean Air Act as amended in 1990
(CAA or the Act).

DATES: Any comments on this proposal
must arrive by January 5, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Send comments to Andy
Steckel, Rulemaking Office Chief (AIR—
4), U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency, Region IX, 75 Hawthorne
Street, San Francisco, CA 94105-3901
or e-mail to steckel.andrew@epa.gov, or
submit comments at http://
www.regulations.gov.

You can inspect copies of the
submitted SIP revisions, EPA’s technical
support document (TSD), and public
comments at our Region IX office during
normal business hours by appointment.
You may also see copies of the
submitted SIP revisions by appointment
at the following locations:

California Air Resources Board,
Stationary Source Division, Rule
Evaluation Section, 1001 “I"” Street,
Sacramento, CA 95814.

Ventura County Air Pollution Control
District, 669 County Square Drive, 2nd
Floor, Ventura, CA 93003.

A copy of the rule may also be
available via the Internet at http://
www.arb.ca.gov/drdb/drdbltxt.htm.

Please be advised that this is not an EPA
Web site and may not contain the same
version of the rule that was submitted

to EPA.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Yvonne Fong, EPA Region IX, (415)
947-4117, fong.yvonnew@epa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
proposal addresses the following local
rule: VCAPCD 74.20. In the Rules and
Regulations section of this Federal
Register, we are approving this local
rule in a direct final action without
prior proposal because we believe these
SIP revisions are not controversial. If we
receive adverse comments, however, we
will publish a timely withdrawal of the
direct final rule and address the
comments in subsequent action based
on this proposed rule.

We do not plan to open a second
comment period, so anyone interested
in commenting should do so at this
time. If we do not receive adverse
comments, no further activity is
planned. For further information, please
see the direct final action.

Dated: November 7, 2003.
Keith Takata,
Acting Regional Administrator, Region IX.
[FR Doc. 03-30167 Filed 12—3-03; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Research and Special Programs
Administration

49 CFR Parts 171, 173, 174, 176, and
177

[Docket No. RSPA-03-16370 (HM—233)]
RIN 2137-AD84

Hazardous Materials; Incorporation of
Exemptions Into Regulations

AGENCY: Research and Special Programs
Administration (RSPA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: RSPA proposes to amend the
Hazardous Materials Regulations to
incorporate into the regulations the
provisions of certain widely used
exemptions which have established a
history of safety and which may be
converted into regulations for general
use. We are also making minor revisions
to the requirements for use of
packagings authorized under
exemptions. The proposed changes
would provide wider access to the
benefits of the provisions granted in
these exemptions and eliminate the
need for the current exemption holders

to reapply for renewal of the exemption,
thus reducing paperwork burdens and
facilitating commerce while maintaining
an acceptable level of safety.

DATES: Comments must be received by
February 6, 2004.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
[identified by DOT DMS Docket Number
RSPA-03-16370 (HM-233)] by any of
the following methods:

» Web Site: http://dms.dot.gov.
Follow the instructions for submitting
comments on the DOT electronic docket
site.

e Fax: 202—493-2251.

* Mail: Docket Management Facility;
U.S. Department of Transportation, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Nassif Building,
PL-401, Washington, DC 20590-0001.

* Hand Delivery: Room PL—401 on
the plaza level of the Nassif Building,
400 Seventh Street, SW., Washington,
DC, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.

» Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and docket
number or Regulatory Identification
Number (RIN) for this rulemaking. For
detailed instructions on submitting
comments and additional information
on the rulemaking process, see the
Public Participation heading of the
Supplementary Information section of
this document. Note that all comments
received will be posted, without change,
to http://dms.dot.gov including any
personal information provided. Please
see the Privacy Act heading under
Regulatory Analyses and Notices.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents and
comments received, go to http://
dms.dot.gov at any time or to Room PL—
401 on the plaza level of the Nassif
Building, 400 Seventh Street, SW.,
Washington, DC between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.: Gigi
Corbin, Office of Hazardous Materials
Standards, (202) 366—8553 or Diane
LaValle, Office of Hazardous Materials
Exemptions and Approvals, (202) 366—
4535, Research and Special Programs
Administration, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 400 Seventh Street,
SW., Washington, DC 20590—0001.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

The Research and Special Programs
Administration (RSPA) (hereafter, “we”
or “us”) is proposing amendments to
the Hazardous Materials Regulations
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