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information any time that an issued
patent is involved in a proceeding
before the Office post-issuance,
including: reissue applications under 35
U.S.C. 251, supplemental examinations

under 35 U.S.C. 257, reexaminations
under 35 U.S.C. 302, inter partes
reviews under 35 U.S.C. 311, post-grant
reviews under 35 U.S.C. 321, and the
transitional program for covered

business method patents under 37 CFR
part 42, subpart D.

In sum, the Office envisions collecting
or verifying RPI information as follows:

Submission of application ....

Through pendency of pros-
ecution.

Prior to 18-month publication
date.

Upon issuance .....................

Upon payment of mainte-
nance fees.

Involvement in any post-

grant proceedings. form.

Applicant provides RPI information as part of the original application data sheet.

Applicant is responsible for ensuring that any changes in RPI information are submitted to the Office within a rea-
sonable period of time.

Applicant submits a form verifying that RPI information on file is accurate. Changes may be submitted in a sup-
plemental form with an explanation for why the submission is timely. Note that information may be collected for
all applications, though applications will only be published in accordance with 35 U.S.C. 122.

Applicant’s payment is accompanied by a form statement that RPI information on file is accurate. Changes may
be submitted in a supplemental form with an explanation for why the submission is timely.

Patentee’s payment is accompanied by a form statement that RPI information on file is accurate, or is accom-
panied by changes in a supplemental form.

Patentee is required to verify that RPI information on file is accurate, or to submit changes in a supplemental

The Office envisions this process
applying to new applications filed after
the date of any final rules coming into
effect and after 35 U.S.C. 102(b)(2)(C)
becomes effective on March 16, 2013.
For pending applications where there
has already been submission of an
application data sheet, applicants would
be required to submit RPI information at
the next event described above (prior to
18-month publication or prior to
issuance, or in conjunction with any
continuing applications), and would
then be responsible for updating any
changes thereafter, through patent
issuance. For issued patents, RPI
information would be required in
conjunction with the payment of the
next maintenance fee, and with any
subsequent maintenance fee payments
thereafter—or instead, verification that
the RPI information on file is
unchanged.

Provision of RPI Information to the
Public

While the USPTO would be able to
use the information collected
immediately for examination purposes,
RPI information would be made
available to the public in accordance
with 35 U.S.C. 122, with RPI
information being published in
conjunction with the publication of a
patent application or issued patent. The
Office anticipates providing information
about the current RPI as well as a
history of any RPI changes in an
accessible electronic format, such as on
Public PAIR, in conjunction with a
patent application or issued patent.

Details About the Roundtable

The number of participants in the
roundtable is limited to ensure that all
who are speaking will have a
meaningful chance to do so. The USPTO
plans to invite a number of participants
from patent user, practitioner, industry,

and independent inventor
organizations, as well as academia,
industry, and government to provide
input. The USPTO also plans to have a
few at-large participants based upon
requests received in response to this
notice to ensure that the USPTO is
receiving a balanced array of views on
possible requirements for patent
ownership recordation.

The roundtable is open to the public,
but participation in the roundtable is by
request, as the number of participants in
the roundtable is limited. While
members of the public who wish to
participate in the roundtable must do so
by request, members of the public who
wish solely to observe need not submit
a request to attend. Any member of the
public, however, may submit written
comments for consideration by the
USPTO on issues raised at the
roundtable or on any issue pertaining to
patent ownership recordation. Persons
submitting written comments should
note that the USPTO does not plan to
provide a “‘comment and response”
analysis of such comments, as this
notice is not a notice of proposed
rulemaking.

The USPTO plans to make the
roundtable available via Web cast. Web
cast information will be available on the
USPTO’s Internet Web site before the
roundtable. The written comments and
list of the roundtable participants and
their associations will also be posted on
the USPTO’s Internet Web site.

Dated: November 9, 2012.
David J. Kappos,

Under Secretary of Commerce for Intellectual
Property and Director of the United States
Patent and Trademark Office.

[FR Doc. 2012—-28333 Filed 11-23-12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-16-P

DEPARTMENT OF VETERANS
AFFAIRS

38 CFR Part 3
RIN 2900-A031

Eligibility of Disabled Veterans and
Members of the Armed Forces With
Severe Burn Injuries for Financial
Assistance in the Purchase of an
Automobile or Other Conveyance and
Adaptive Equipment; Correction

AGENCY: Department of Veterans Affairs.
ACTION: Proposed rule; correction.

SUMMARY: In a document published in
the Federal Register on November 5,
2012 (77 FR 66419), the Department of
Veterans Affairs amended its
adjudication regulations regarding a
certificate of eligibility for financial
assistance in the purchase of an
automobile or other conveyance and
adaptive equipment. The document
contained several grammatical errors in
the preamble and regulatory text. This
document corrects the errors and does
not make any substantive change to the
content of the proposed rule.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nancy Copeland, Consultant,
Regulations Staff (211D), Compensation
Service, Veterans Benefits
Administration, Department of Veterans
Affairs, 810 Vermont Ave. NW,,
Washington, DC 20420, (202) 461-9487.
(This is not a toll-free number.)

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: VA
published a proposed rule on November
5, 2012, implementing section 803 of
Public Law 111-275, the Veterans’
Benefits Act of 2010, that amended
subsection 3901(1)(A) of title 38, United
States Code (U.S.C.), by reformatting the
statute and adding “‘severe burn injury
(as determined pursuant to regulations
prescribed by the Secretary)’” as one of
the disabilities that VA will consider
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when making a determination of
eligibility for financial assistance in the
purchase of an automobile or other
conveyance and adaptive equipment.
Pursuant to the authority granted to the
Secretary in 38 U.S.C. 501(a) and
3901(1)(A)(iv), VA proposes to amend
38 CFR 3.808 to define the term ““severe
burn injury.” In the proposed
amendment to 38 CFR 3.808, we
redesignated current paragraph (b)(4) as
(b)(5) and added a new paragraph (b)(4)
to define “severe burn injury,” as one of
the conditions that determines
entitlement for a certificate of eligibility
for financial assistance in the purchase
of an automobile or other conveyance
and adaptive equipment. We found that
newly proposed paragraph (b)(4)
contained grammatical errors. This
document corrects those grammatical
€ITOTS.

List of Subjects in 38 CFR part 3

Administrative practice and
procedure, Claims, Disability benefits,
Health care, Pensions, Radioactive
materials, Veterans, Vietnam.

Dated: November 19, 2012.
Robert C. McFetridge,
Director, Office of Regulation Policy and

Management, Office of the General Counsel,
Department of Veterans Affairs.

For the reasons set out in the
preamble, VA proposes to correct 38
CFR part 3 as follows:

PART 3—ADJUDICATION

Subpart A—Pension, Compensation,
and Dependency and Indemnity
Compensation

1. The authority citation for part 3,
subpart A continues to read as follows:

Authority: 38 U.S.C. 501(a), unless
otherwise noted.

2. Revise § 3.808, paragraph (b)(4) to
read as follows:

§3.808 Automobiles or other conveyances
and adaptive equipment; certification.
* * * * *

(b)* ]

(4) Severe burn injury: Deep partial
thickness or full thickness burns
resulting in scar formation that cause
contractures and limit motion of one or
more extremities or the trunk and
preclude effective operation of an
automobile.

* * * * *

[FR Doc. 2012—28437 Filed 11-23-12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8320-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND
SECURITY

Coast Guard

46 CFR Parts 160 and 164

[Docket No. USCG-2010-0048]

RIN 1625-AB46

Lifesaving Equipment: Production

Testing and Harmonization With
International Standards

AGENCY: Coast Guard, DHS.

ACTION: Supplemental notice of
proposed rulemaking.

SUMMARY: The Coast Guard proposes to
amend the interim rule addressing
lifesaving equipment to harmonize
Coast Guard regulations concerning
release mechanisms for lifeboats and
rescue boats with recently adopted
international standards affecting design,
performance, and testing for such
lifesaving equipment, and to clarify the
requirements concerning grooved drums
in launching appliance winches. The
Coast Guard seeks comments on this
proposal.

DATES: Comments and related material
must either be submitted to our online
docket via http://www.regulations.gov
on or before January 25, 2013 or reach
the Docket Management Facility by that
date.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by docket number USCG—
2010-0048 using any one of the
following methods:

(1) Federal eRulemaking Portal:
http://www.regulations.gov.

(2) Fax: 202-493—2251.

(3) Mail: Docket Management Facility
(M-30), U.S. Department of
Transportation, West Building Ground
Floor, Room W12-140, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE., Washington, DC 20590—
0001.

(4) Hand delivery: Same as mail
address above, between 9 a.m. and 5
p-m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays. The telephone number
is 202—-366—9329.

To avoid duplication, please use only
one of these four methods. See the
“Public Participation and Request for
Comments” portion of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section
below for instructions on submitting
comments.

Viewing incorporation by reference
material: You may inspect the material
proposed for incorporation by reference
at U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters, 2100
Second Street SW., Washington, DC
20593-0001 between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except Federal

holidays. The telephone number is 202—
372-1385. Copies of the material are
available as indicated in the
“Incorporation by Reference” section of
this preamble.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: If
you have questions on this proposed
rule, call or email Mr. George Grills,
Commercial Regulations and Standards
Directorate, Office of Design and
Engineering Standards, Lifesaving and
Fire Safety Division (CG-ENG—4), Coast
Guard; telephone 202-372-1385, email
George.G.Grills@uscg.mil. If you have
questions on viewing or submitting
material to the docket, call Renee V.
Wright, Program Manager, Docket
Operations, telephone 202-366—-9826.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Table of Contents for Preamble

I. Public Participation and Request for
Comments
A. Submitting Comments
B. Viewing Comments and Documents
C. Privacy Act
D. Public Meeting
II. Abbreviations
ITI. Regulatory History
IV. Background
V. Discussion of Proposed Rule
VI. Incorporation by Reference
VII. Regulatory Analyses
A. Regulatory Planning and Review
B. Small Entities
C. Assistance for Small Entities
D. Collection of Information
E. Federalism
F. Unfunded Mandates Reform Act
G. Taking of Private Property
H. Civil Justice Reform
I. Protection of Children
J. Indian Tribal Governments
K. Energy Effects
L. Technical Standards
M. Coast Guard Authorization Act Sec. 608
(46 U.S.C. 2118(a))
N. Environment

I. Public Participation and Request for
Comments

The Coast Guard encourages you to
participate in this rulemaking by
submitting comments and related
materials. All comments received will
be posted without change to http://
www.regulations.gov and will include
any personal information you have
provided.

A. Submitting Comments

If you submit a comment, please
include the docket number for this
rulemaking (USCG-2010-0048),
indicate the specific section of this
document to which each comment
applies, and provide a reason for each
suggestion or recommendation. You
may submit your comments and
material online or by fax, mail, or hand
delivery, but please use only one of
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