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Methodology

Commerce conducted this review in
accordance with section 751(a)(1)(A) of
the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended (the
Act). For each of the subsidy programs
found countervailable, we find that
there is a subsidy, i.e., a government-
provided financial contribution that
gives rise to a benefit to the recipient,
and that the subsidy is specific.® For a
full description of the methodologies
underlying all of Commerce’s
conclusions, see the Issues and Decision
Memorandum.

Final Results of Administrative Review

We determine that, for the period
January 1, 2021, through December 31,
2021, the following total net
countervailable subsidy rates exist:

Subsidy rate
Producer/exporter (percent ad
valorem)
Hyundai Steel Company® .... 0.76
POSCO7 .., 0.86
Disclosure

Commerce intends to disclose the
calculations performed for these final
results of review within five days of the
date of publication of this notice in the
Federal Register, in accordance with 19
CFR 351.224(b).

Assessment

Pursuant to 19 CFR 351.212(b)(2),
Commerce has determined, and CBP
shall assess, countervailing duties on all

5 See sections 771(5)(B) and (D) of the Act
regarding financial contribution; section 771(5)(E)
of the Act regarding benefit; and section 771(5A) of
the Act regarding specificity.

6 As discussed in the Preliminary Results PDM,
Commerce has found the following companies to be
cross-owned with Hyundai Steel Company:
Hyundai ITC and Hyundai Green Power.
Additionally, we note that Hyundai Steel Company
is also known as Hyundai Steel Co., Ltd.

7 As discussed in the Preliminary Results PDM,
Commerce has found the following companies to be
cross-owned with POSCO: Pohang Scrap Recycling
Distribution Center Co. Ltd.; POSCO Chemical;
POSCO M-Tech; POSCO Nippon Steel RHF Joint
Venture Co., Ltd.; POSCO Terminal, and POSCO
Steel Processing and Service. Also as discussed in
the Preliminary Results we note that POSCO has an
affiliated trading company through which it
exported certain subject merchandise, i.e., POSCO
International Corporation (POSCO International).
POSCO International was not selected as a
mandatory respondent, but was examined in the
context of POSCO. Therefore, there is not an
individually-established rate for POSCO
International; POSCO International’s subsidies are
accounted for in terms of POSCO’s total subsidy
rate. Entries of subject merchandise exported by
POSCO International will receive the rate of the
producer listed on the entry form with U.S.
Customs and Border Protection (CBP). Thus, the
subsidy rate applied to POSCO (and POSCO’s cross-
owned affiliates) is also applied to POSCO
International for entries of subject merchandise
produced by POSCO.

appropriate entries of subject
merchandise in accordance with the
final results of this review, for the
above-listed companies at the applicable
ad valorem assessment rates listed.
Commerce intends to issue assessment
instructions to CBP no earlier than 35
days after the date of publication of the
final results of this review in the
Federal Register. If a timely summons is
filed at the U.S. Court of International
Trade, the assessment instructions will
direct CBP not to liquidate relevant
entries until the time for parties to file

a request for a statutory injunction has
expired (i.e., within 90 days of
publication).

Cash Deposit Rates

Commerce intends to instruct CBP to
collect cash deposits of estimated
countervailing duties in the amounts
shown for the companies listed above
on shipments of the subject
merchandise entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, on or
after the date of publication of the final
results of this administrative review. For
all non-reviewed firms, we will instruct
CBP to continue to collect cash deposits
of estimated countervailing duties at the
all-others rate or most recent company-
specific rate applicable to the company,
as appropriate. These cash deposits,
when imposed, shall remain in effect
until further notice.

Administrative Protective Order

This notice also serves as a final
reminder to parties subject to
administrative protective order (APO) of
their responsibility concerning the
return or destruction of proprietary
information disclosed under APO in
accordance with 19 CFR 351.305(a)(3).
Timely written notification of the
return/destruction of APO materials or
conversion to judicial protective order is
hereby requested. Failure to comply
with the regulations and terms of an
APO is a sanctionable violation.

Notification to Interested Parties

These final results are issued and
published in accordance with sections
751(a)(1) and 777(i)(1) of the Act, and 19
CFR 351.221(b)(5).

Dated: May 3, 2024.

Ryan Majerus,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Policy and
Negotiations, performing the non-exclusive

functions and duties of the Assistant
Secretary for Enforcement and Compliance.

Appendix I

List of Topics Discussed in the Issues and
Decision Memorandum

I. Summary
II. Background

1II. Subsidies Valuation
IV. Analysis of Programs
V. Discussion of the Issues

Comment 1: Whether the Korea Emissions
Trading System (K-ETS) Program Is
Countervailable

Comment 2: Whether To Modify the K—
ETS Benchmark and Benefit Calculations

Comment 3: Whether the Government of
Korea’s (GOK’s) Provision of Electricity
was Consistent With Market Principles
During the POR

Comment 4: Whether the Electricity for
Less-Than-Adequate-Remuneration
(LTAR) Program Is Specific

Comment 5: Whether To Modify the
Benefit Calculation for the Electricity for
LTAR Program

Comment 6: Whether the Benchmark
Calculations for Electricity for More
Than Adequate Remuneration (MTAR)
Should Differentiate for Time-of-Use

Comment 7: Whether Certain Industrial
Technology Innovation Promotion Act
(ITIPA) Grants Received by POSCO SPS
and POSCO Chemical are Tied to Non-
Subject Merchandise

Comment 8: Whether Certain of POSCO
Chemical’s Local Tax Exemptions Under
the Restriction of Special Location
Taxation Act (RSLTA) Article 78 Are
Tied to Non-Subject Merchandise

Comment 9: Whether Certain of POSCO’s
Quota Tariff Import Duty Exemptions
Under Article 71 of the Custom’s Act Are
Tied to Non-Subject Merchandise

Comment 10: Whether Hyundai Steel Is
Cross-Owned With Hyundai Green
Power (HGP)

Comment 11: Whether POSCO
International Received Tax Credits
Under RSTA Article 25(1)(5)

VI. Recommendation

[FR Doc. 2024—-10315 Filed 5-10-24; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-DS-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XD923]

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to
Specified Activities; Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Debris Dock
Replacement Project, Sausalito,
California

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; request for comments on
proposed renewal incidental harassment
authorization.

SUMMARY: NMF'S received a request from
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(ACOE) for the renewal of their
currently active incidental harassment
authorization (IHA) to take marine
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mammals incidental to the Debris Dock
Replacement Project in Sausalito,
California. ACOE activities are identical
to those covered in the current
authorization. ACOE’s activities will not
be completed prior to the renewal
authorization. Pursuant to the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), prior
to issuing the currently active ITHA,
NMFS requested comments on both the
proposed IHA and the potential for
renewing the initial authorization if
certain requirements were satisfied. The
renewal requirements have been
satisfied, and NMFS is now providing
an additional 15-day comment period to
allow for any additional comments on
the proposed renewal not previously
provided during the initial 30-day
comment period.

DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than May 28, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be
addressed to Jolie Harrison, Chief,
Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
and should be submitted via email to
ITP.Owens@noaa.gov.

Instructions: NMFS is not responsible
for comments sent by any other method,
to any other address or individual, or
received after the end of the comment
period. Comments, including all
attachments, must not exceed a 25-
megabyte file size. Attachments to
comments will be accepted in Microsoft
Word, Excel or Adobe PDF file formats
only. All comments received are a part
of the public record and will generally
be posted online at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/permit/
incidental-take-authorizations-under-
marine-mammal-protection-act without
change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address)
voluntarily submitted by the commenter
may be publicly accessible. Do not
submit confidential business
information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.

Electronic copies of the original
application, renewal request, and
supporting documents (including NMFS
Federal Register notices of the original
proposed and final authorizations, and
the previous IHA), as well as a list of the
references cited in this document, may
be obtained online at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/permit/
incidental-take-authorizations-under-
marine-mammal-protection-act. In case
of problems accessing these documents,
please call the contact listed below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Summer Owens, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427—8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The MMPA prohibits the “take” of
marine mammals, with certain
exceptions. Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and
(D) of the MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et
seq.) direct the Secretary of Commerce
(as delegated to NMFS) to allow, upon
request, the incidental, but not
intentional, taking of small numbers of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
engage in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specified
geographical region if certain findings
are made and either regulations are
promulgated or, if the taking is limited
to harassment, an IHA is issued.

Authorization for incidental takings
shall be granted if NMFS finds that the
taking will have a negligible impact on
the species or stock(s) and will not have
an unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
taking for subsistence uses (where
relevant). Further, NMFS must prescribe
the permissible methods of taking and
other “means of effecting the least
practicable adverse impact” on the
affected species or stocks and their
habitat, paying particular attention to
rookeries, mating grounds, and areas of
similar significance, and on the
availability of such species or stocks for
taking for certain subsistence uses
(referred to here as “mitigation
measures”’). NMFS must also prescribe
requirements pertaining to monitoring
and reporting of such takings. The
definition of key terms such as “take,”
“harassment,” and “negligible impact”
can be found in the MMPA and the
NMFS’ implementing regulations (see
16 U.S.C. 1362; 50 CFR 216.103).

NMFS’ regulations implementing the
MMPA at 50 CFR 216.107(e) indicate
that IHAs may be renewed for
additional periods of time not to exceed
1 year for each reauthorization. In the
notice of proposed IHA for the initial
IHA, NMFS described the circumstances
under which we would consider issuing
a renewal for this activity, and
requested public comment on a
potential renewal under those
circumstances. Specifically, on a case-
by-case basis, NMFS may issue a one-
time 1-year renewal of an THA following
notice to the public providing an
additional 15 days for public comments
when (1) up to another year of identical,
or nearly identical, activities as
described in the Detailed Description of
Specified Activities section of the initial
IHA issuance notice is planned or (2)
the activities as described in the
Description of the Specified Activities
and Anticipated Impacts section of the
initial THA issuance notice would not be
completed by the time the initial IHA

expires and a renewal would allow for
completion of the activities beyond that
described in the DATES section of the
notice of issuance of the initial IHA,
provided all of the following conditions
are met:

(1) A request for renewal is received
no later than 60 days prior to the needed
renewal IHA effective date (recognizing
that the renewal IHA expiration date
cannot extend beyond 1 year from
expiration of the initial THA).

(2) The request for renewal must
include the following:

e An explanation that the activities to
be conducted under the requested
renewal IHA are identical to the
activities analyzed under the initial
IHA, are a subset of the activities, or
include changes so minor (e.g.,
reduction in pile size) that the changes
do not affect the previous analyses,
mitigation and monitoring
requirements, or take estimates (with
the exception of reducing the type or
amount of take); and

e A preliminary monitoring report
showing the results of the required
monitoring to date and an explanation
showing that the monitoring results do
not indicate impacts of a scale or nature
not previously analyzed or authorized.

(3) Upon review of the request for
renewal, the status of the affected
species or stocks, and any other
pertinent information, NMFS
determines that there are no more than
minor changes in the activities, the
mitigation and monitoring measures
will remain the same and appropriate,
and the findings in the initial ITHA
remain valid.

An additional public comment period
of 15 days (for a total of 45 days), with
direct notice by email, phone, or postal
service to commenters on the initial
THA, is provided to allow for any
additional comments on the proposed
renewal. A description of the renewal
process may be found on our website at:
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
national/marine-mammal-protection/
incidental-harassment-authorization-
renewals. Any comments received on
the potential renewal, along with
relevant comments on the initial THA,
have been considered in the
development of this proposed IHA
renewal, and a summary of agency
responses to applicable comments is
included in this notice. NMFS will
consider any additional public
comments prior to making any final
decision on the issuance of the
requested renewal, and agency
responses will be summarized in the
final notice of our decision.
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National Environmental Policy Act

To comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and
NOAA Administrative Order 216—-6A,
NMFS must review our proposed action
(i.e., the issuance of an IHA) with
respect to potential impacts on the
human environment.

This action is consistent with
categories of activities identified in
Categorical Exclusion B4 (incidental
take authorizations with no anticipated
serious injury or mortality) of the
Companion Manual for NOAA
Administrative Order 216—6A, which do
not individually or cumulatively have
the potential for significant impacts on
the quality of the human environment
and for which we have not identified
any extraordinary circumstances that
would preclude this categorical
exclusion. Accordingly, NMFS
determined that the issuance of the
initial IHA qualified to be categorically
excluded from further NEPA review.
NMEFS has preliminarily determined
that the application of this categorical
exclusion remains appropriate for this
renewal IHA.

History of Request

On July 14, 2021, NMFS issued an
THA to the U.S. ACOE to take marine
mammals incidental to the Debris Dock
Replacement Project in Sausalito,
California (86 FR 37124, July 14, 2021)
effective September 1, 2021-August 31,
2022. As the planned work was never
begun, NMFS reissued this IHA three
times on request from the ACOE,
effective January 5, 2022—January 4,
2023 (86 FR 73261, December 21, 2021),
January 1, 2024-December 31, 2024 (88
FR 16412, March 17, 2023), and most
recently, effective July 15, 2023—-July 14,
2024 (88 FR 38035, June 12, 2023). On
April 4, 2024, NMFS received an
application for the renewal of the most
recent reissued IHA, referred to herein
as the initial IHA. As described in the
application for renewal IHA, the
activities for which incidental take is
requested are identical to those covered
in the initial authorization.

Description of the Specified Activities
and Anticipated Impacts

The planned activities (including
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting)
authorized incidental take, and
anticipated impacts on the affected
stocks are the same as those analyzed
and authorized through the previously
issued IHA. No work has yet occurred
under the IHA, but the ACOE has
informed us that they plan to begin the

planned work but not finish it prior to
expiration of the currently issued IHA.

The purpose of the ACOE’s
construction project is to replace the
existing decaying dock and other
onshore infrastructure used to move
marine debris collected from San
Francisco Bay onto land for disposal.
The location, timing, and nature of the
activities, including the types of
equipment planned for use, are identical
to those described in the initial THA.
The mitigation and monitoring are also
as prescribed in the initial THA.

Species that are expected to be taken
by the planned activity include harbor
porpoise (Phocoena phocoena), harbor
seal (Phoca vitulina), gray whale
(Eschrichtius robustus), bottlenose
dolphin (Tursiops truncatus), California
sea lion (Zalophus californianus),
northern fur seal (Callorhinus ursinus),
and northern elephant seal (Mirounga
angustirostris). A description of the
methods and inputs used to estimate
take anticipated to occur and,
ultimately, the take that was authorized
is found in the previous documents
referenced above. The data inputs and
methods of estimating take are identical
to those used in the initial IHA. NMFS
has reviewed recent Stock Assessment
Reports (SAR), information on relevant
Unusual Mortality Events (UME), and
recent scientific literature, and
determined that no new information
affects our original analysis of impacts
or take estimates under the initial THA.

We refer to the documents related to
the previously issued IHA, which
include the Federal Register notice of
the issuance of the 2021 IHA for the
ACOE’s construction work (86 FR
37124, ]uly 14, 2021), the ACOE’s
application, the Federal Register notice
of the proposed IHA (86 FR 28768, May
28, 2021), all associated references and
documents, and Federal Register
notices of issuance for the reissued
IHAs.

Detailed Description of the Activity

A detailed description of the
demolition and construction activities
for which take is proposed here may be
found in the notices of the proposed (86
FR 28768, May 28, 2021) and final THAs
for the 2021 authorization. The location,
timing, and nature of the activities,
including the types of equipment
planned for use, are identical to those
described in the previous notices. The
proposed renewal would be effective for
a period from July 15, 2024, to July 14,
2025.

Description of Marine Mammals

A description of the marine mammals
in the area of the activities for which
authorization of take is proposed here,
including information on abundance,
status, distribution, and hearing, may be
found in the notices of the proposed and
final THAs for the 2021 authorization.
NMFS has reviewed recent SARs,
including the draft 2023 SARs,
information on relevant UMEs, and
other scientific literature, and
determined there is no new information
that affects which species or stocks have
the potential to be affected or the
pertinent information in the Description
of the Marine Mammals in the Area of
Specified Activities contained in the
supporting documents for the initial
THA. Two of the authorized stocks have
increased slightly in abundance
according to the draft 2023 SARs. The
San Francisco/Russian River stock of
harbor porpoise has increased from
7,524 to 7,777 and the California
breeding stock of northern elephant seal
has increased from 179,000 to 187,386.
However, these new population
abundance estimates do not change
estimated take numbers, or influence
the findings made in support of the
initial THA.

Potential Effects on Marine Mammals
and Their Habitat

A description of the potential effects
of the specified activity on marine
mammals and their habitat for the
activities for which an authorization of
incidental take is proposed here may be
found in the notices of the proposed and
final IHAs for the 2021 authorization.
NMFS has reviewed recent draft SARs,
information on relevant UMEs, and
other scientific literature, and
determined that there is no new
information that affects our initial
analysis of impacts on marine mammals
and their habitat.

Estimated Take

A detailed description of the methods
and inputs used to estimate take for the
specified activity are found in the
Notices of the Final IHAs for the 2021
authorization. Specifically, the source
levels, days of operation, and marine
mammal density and occurrence data
applicable to this authorization remain
unchanged from the previously issued
IHAs. Similarly, the stocks taken,
methods and types of takes, and
numbers of takes remain unchanged
from the previously issued IHA, as do
the number of takes, which are
indicated below in table 1.
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TABLE 1—SUMMARY OF MARINE MAMMAL TAKES BY SPECIES

—— Level A Level B Percent
Common name Scientific name Stock harassment harassment of stock
Harbor Seal ........cccceeeee. Phoca vitulina .................. California ......cccoceereeeieeneeeeeeeen 2 527 1.7
Harbor Porpoise ..... Phocoena phocoena ....... San Francisco-Russian River ... 2 21 0.3
California Sea Lion .... Zalophus californianus .... | U.S .....cccocveeiieeeiiieeens 2 20 <0.1
Gray Whale ................ Eschrichtius robustus ...... Eastern North Pacific .. 0 2 <0.1
Bottlenose Dolphin Tursiops truncatus ........... California Coastal ....... 0 9 2
Northern Elephant Seal ... | Mirounga angustirostris ... | California Breeding .........ccccceoevenee. 0 5 <0.1
Northern Fur Seal ............ Callorhinus ursinus .......... California and Eastern North Pacific 0 3 <0.1
Description of Proposed Mitigation, appropriate monitoring and reporting DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Monitoring and Reporting Measures

The proposed mitigation, monitoring,
and reporting measures included as
requirements in the authorization are
identical to those included in the
Federal Register notice announcing the
issuance of the 2021 IHA and
subsequently included in the reissued
IHAsS, and the discussion of the least
practicable adverse impact included in
the application and the notice of the
proposed and final IHA remains
accurate.

Comments and Responses

As noted previously, NMFS published
a notice of a proposed THA (86 FR
28768, May 28, 2021) and solicited
public comments on both our proposal
to issue the 2021 IHA for pile driving
and removal activities and on the
potential for a renewal IHA, should
certain requirements be met.

All public comments were addressed
in the notice announcing the issuance of
the initial IHA (86 FR 37124, July 14,
2021) and none of the comments
specifically pertained to the renewal of
the THA.

Preliminary Determinations

NMFS has preliminarily concluded
that there is no new information
suggesting that our analysis or findings
should change from those reached for
the initial IHA. Based on the
information and analysis contained here
and in the referenced documents, NMFS
has determined the following: (1) the
required mitigation measures will affect
the least practicable impact on marine
mammal species or stocks and their
habitat; (2) the authorized takes will
have a negligible impact on the affected
marine mammal species or stocks; (3)
the authorized takes represent small
numbers of marine mammals relative to
the affected stock abundances; (4) U.S.
ACOE activities will not have an
unmitigable adverse impact on taking
for subsistence purposes as no relevant
subsistence uses of marine mammals are
implicated by this action; and, (5)

requirements are included.
Endangered Species Act (ESA)

Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA (16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.) requires that each Federal
agency ensure that any action it
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not
likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of any endangered or
threatened species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of
designated critical habitat. To ensure
ESA compliance for the issuance of
IHAs, NMFS consults internally
whenever we propose to authorize take
for endangered or threatened species.

No incidental take of ESA-listed
species is proposed for authorization or
expected to result from this activity.
Therefore, NMFS has determined that
formal consultation under section 7 of
the ESA is not required for this action.

Proposed Renewal THA and Request for
Public Comment

As a result of these preliminary
determinations, NMFS proposes to issue
a renewal IHA to the U.S. ACOE for
conducting Debris Dock Replacement
Project using pile driving in Sausalito,
California, between July 15, 2024, and
July 14, 2025, provided the previously
described mitigation, monitoring, and
reporting requirements are incorporated.
A draft of the proposed and final initial
IHA can be found at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/
incidental-take-authorization-army-
corps-engineers-debris-dock-
replacement-project-sausalito. We
request comment on our analyses, the
proposed renewal IHA, and any other
aspect of this notice. Please include
with your comments any supporting
data or literature citations to help
inform our final decision on the request
for MMPA authorization.

Dated: May 6, 2024.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2024-10418 Filed 5—-10-24; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XD880]

Taking and Importing Marine
Mammals; Taking Marine Mammals
Incidental to Geophysical Surveys
Related to Oil and Gas Activities in the
Gulf of Mexico

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of issuance of letter of
authorization.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA), as amended, its implementing
regulations, and NMFS’ MMPA
Regulations for Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental to Geophysical
Surveys Related to Oil and Gas
Activities in the Gulf of Mexico (GOM),
notification is hereby given that a Letter
of Authorization (LOA) has been issued
to Shell Offshore Inc. (Shell) for the take
of marine mammals incidental to
geophysical survey activity in the GOM.
DATES: The LOA is effective from July 1,
2024 through June 30, 2025.

ADDRESSES: The LOA, LOA request, and
supporting documentation are available
online at: www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
action/incidental-take-authorization-oil-
and-gas-industry-geophysical-survey-
activity-gulf-mexico. In case of problems
accessing these documents, please call
the contact listed below (see FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Jenna Harlacher, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427—8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce to allow,
upon request, the incidental, but not
intentional, taking of small numbers of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
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