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their habitat; (2) the authorized takes
will have a negligible impact on the
affected marine mammal species or
stocks; (3) the authorized takes
represent small numbers of marine
mammals relative to the affected stock
abundances; and (4) the Navy’s
activities will not have an unmitigable
adverse impact on taking for subsistence
purposes as no relevant subsistence uses
of marine mammals are potentially
effected by this action.

National Environmental Policy Act

This action is consistent with
categories of activities identified in
Categorical Exclusion B4 (incidental
take authorizations with no anticipated
serious injury or mortality) of the
Companion Manual for NOAA
Administrative Order 216—6A, which do
not individually or cumulatively have
the potential for significant impacts on
the quality of the human environment
and for which we have not identified
any extraordinary circumstances that
would preclude this categorical
exclusion. Accordingly, NMFS
determined that the issuance of the
initial IHA qualified to be categorically
excluded from further National

Environmental Policy Act review.
NMFS has determined that the
application of this categorical exclusion
remains appropriate for this reissued
HA.

Endangered Species Act

Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.) requires that each Federal
agency insure that any action it
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not
likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of any endangered or
threatened species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of
designated critical habitat. To ensure
ESA compliance for the issuance of
IHAs, NMFS consults internally
whenever we propose to authorize take
for endangered or threatened species.

No incidental take of ESA-listed
species is authorized or expected to
result from this activity. Therefore,
NMFS determined that formal
consultation under section 7 of the ESA
is not required for this action.

Authorization

NMFS has issued an IHA to the Navy
for in-water construction activities
associated with the specified activity

from February 1, 2026, through January
31, 2027. All previously described
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting
requirements from the initial 2024 IHA
are incorporated.

Dated: January 15, 2025.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
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Impact of L-Band MSS ‘Direct-to-
Device’ Operations on GPS

Correction

In notice document 2024—30760,
appearing on pages 105542 through
105553 in the issue of Friday, December
27, 2024, make the following correction:

On page 105552, at the bottom of the
page, Figure 1 should appear as below.
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Figure 1. Representative HPR Antenna Gain Pattern Towards Vertically Polarized Source
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