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discussion of sensitive budget and 
planning information that would cause 
harm to third parties if publicly shared 
be closed in accordance with section 
10(d) of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act, 5 U.S.C. app. 2.

Dated: February 19, 2004. 
Arden L. Bement, Jr., 
Director.
[FR Doc. 04–4001 Filed 2–23–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3510–13–P
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Administration
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Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Steller Sea Lion 
Protection Pilot Economic Survey

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA).
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13 (44 U.S.C. 
3506(c)(2)(A)).
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before April 26, 2004.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW, 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information 
should be directed to Dr. Dan Lew, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, 
Alaska Fisheries Science Center, 7600 
Sand Point Way NE, Seattle, WA 98115; 
telephone: (206) 526–4252; fax: (206) 
526–6723; e-mail: dan.lew@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract
The National Marine Fisheries Service 

(NMFS) plans to conduct a pilot survey 
with the objective of testing a survey 
instrument that will be used to collect 
data for measuring the preferences that 
U.S. residents have toward protecting 
the Steller sea lion (Eumetopias 
jubatus), which is a listed species under 
the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
U.S.C. 35). NMFS is charged with 

protecting this species and has 
identified numerous potential 
protection options, and begun 
implementing selected options, to this 
end (68 FR 204). Since different 
management options are available to 
protect Steller sea lions, it is important 
to understand the public’s attitudes 
toward the variety of potential impacts 
on Steller sea lions, Alaskan fisheries 
and fishing communities, and the 
nation. This information is currently not 
available, yet is crucial to ensure the 
efficient management of Alaskan 
fisheries and protection of Steller sea 
lions.

The pilot survey instrument will 
present the latest information on Steller 
sea lions, current population trends, 
alternative management options, and 
likely impacts of management options. 
The survey is expected to ask 
respondents for information regarding 
their knowledge and opinions of Steller 
sea lions, other endangered species, 
Alaska fisheries and communities, and 
potential goals and impacts of 
management options available to protect 
the endangered population of Steller sea 
lions, in addition to standard socio-
demographic information needed to 
classify respondents. The pilot pre-test 
will gather a sufficient number of 
responses to evaluate the information 
presentation, reliability, internal 
consistency, response variability, and 
other properties of a newly developed 
survey. Results from these activities will 
be used to make improvements to the 
survey instrument.

II. Method of Collection
Since the data collected in the pilot 

pre-test is not intended to be used to 
generate national estimates, non-
probability sampling methods will be 
employed to select a sample that is 
sufficiently diverse for the purposes of 
providing a range of feedback on the 
survey instrument. It is anticipated that 
the pilot survey will be given to 
approximately 130 voluntary 
respondents recruited by telephone in 
3–4 areas of the continental U.S. and 
Alaska. Telephone recruitment calls are 
expected to be brief, lasting up to about 
3 minutes each. Individuals who agree 
to participate in the pilot pre-test will be 
asked to meet with survey 
administrators at a nearby central 
survey administration location where 
they will self-administer the survey and 
participate in a one-on-one follow-up 
debriefing. This debriefing involves a 
survey administrator asking a set of 
questions about the survey to elicit 
feedback about key design and 
conceptual components of the survey 
instrument. Respondents will be given 

an honorarium for participating in the 
pilot pre-test activities.

Up to 1,300 recruitment phone calls 
are anticipated to be made to recruit the 
130 participants. At 3 minutes apiece, 
this amounts to 65 hours. The survey is 
expected to take approximately 25 
minutes to complete, while the 
debriefing will be about 15 additional 
minutes, for a total of about 40 minutes 
or 0.67 hours for the entire process. 
Thus, we estimate the total respondent 
time burden to be 151.67 hours 
(rounded to 152) (130 participants 
multiplied by 0.67 hours plus the time 
for recruitment calls).

III. Data

OMB Number: None.
Form Number: None.
Type of Review: Regular submission.
Affected Public: Individuals or 

households.
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

1,300 in recruitment; 130 in pilot pre-
test activities.

Estimated Time Per Response: 3 
minutes per recruitment; 40 minutes for 
pilot pre-test activities.

Estimated Total Annual Burden 
Hours: 152.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to 
Public: $0.

IV. Request for Comments

Comments are invited on: (a) whether 
the proposed collection of information 
is necessary for the proper performance 
of the functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden 
(including hours and cost) of the 
proposed collection of information; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on respondents, including through the 
use of automated collection techniques 
or other forms of information 
technology.

Comments submitted in response to 
this notice will be summarized and/or 
included in the request for OMB 
approval of this information collection; 
they also will become a matter of public 
record.

Dated: February 18, 2004.
Gwellnar Banks,
Management Analyst, Office of the Chief 
Information Officer.
[FR Doc. 04–4022 Filed 2–23–04; 8:45 am]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 021104A]

International Whaling Commission 
Nominations

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), NationalOceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Request for nominations.

SUMMARY: This notice is a call for 
nominees for the U.S. Delegation to the 
July 2004 International Whaling 
Commission (IWC) annual meeting.
DATES: All nominations for the U.S. 
Delegation to the IWC annual meeting 
must be received by April 9, 2004.
ADDRESSES: All nominations for the U.S. 
Delegation to the IWC annual meeting 
should be addressed to Rolland 
Schmitten, U.S. Commissioner to the 
IWC, and sent via post to: Chris Yates, 
13708, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, 1315 
East West Highway, Silver Spring, MD 
20910. Prospective Congressional 
advisors to the delegation should 
contact the Department of State directly.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Chris Yates, 301-713-2322, Extension 
114.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Secretary of Commerce is charged with 
the responsibility of discharging the 
obligations of theUnited States under 
the International Convention for the 
Regulation of Whaling, 1946. The U.S. 
commissioner has primary 
responsibility for the preparation and 
negotiation of U.S. positions on 
international issues concerning whaling 
and for all matters involving the IWC. 
He is staffed by the Department of 
Commerce and assisted by the 
Department of State, the Department of 
the Interior, Marine Mammal 
Commission, and by other agencies. The 
non-federal representative(s) selected as 
a result of this nomination process 
is(are) responsible for providing input 
and recommendations to the U.S. IWC 
Commissioner representing the 
positions of non-governmental 
organizations.

The IWC is hosting its 56th annual 
meeting from July 19-22, 2004, in 
Sorrento, Italy.

Dated: February 19, 2004.
Laurie K. Allen,
Director, Office of Protected Resources, 
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 04–4024 Filed 2–23–04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510–22–S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

[I.D. 021704C]

Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council; Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council will convene 
public meetings.
DATES: The meetings will be held on 
March 8–12, 2004.
ADDRESSES: These meetings will be held 
at the Adam’s Mark Hotel, 64 South 
Water Street, Mobile, AL; telephone: 
251–438–4000.

Council address: Gulf of Mexico 
Fishery Management Council, 3018 U.S. 
Highway 301 North, Suite 1000, Tampa, 
FL 33619.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Wayne E. Swingle, Executive Director, 
Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (813) 228–2815.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Council

March 11, 2004

8:30 a.m.—Convene.
8:45 a.m.–11:30 a.m.—Receive public 

testimony on the Draft Reef Fish 
Amendment 22 (Red Snapper 
Rebuilding Plan) and the final 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
for Essential Fish Habitat (EFH).

1 p.m.–4:30 p.m.—Receive the Reef 
Fish Management Committee report.

4:30 p.m.–5:30 p.m.—(Closed Session) 
Receive the report of the Joint 
Personnel/Administrative Policy 
Committee. 

March 12, 2004

8:30 a.m.–9 a.m.—Receive the Habitat 
Protection Committee report.

9 a.m.–9:30 a.m.—Receive the Joint 
Reef Fish/Mackerel/Red Drum 
Management Committee report.

9:30 a.m.–10 a.m.—Receive the Joint 
Reef Fish/Mackerel Management 
Committee report.

10 a.m.–11 a.m.—Receive the Shrimp 
Management Committee report.

11 a.m.–11:15 a.m.—Receive the 
Budget Committee Report.

11:15 a.m.–11:30 a.m.—Receive the 
Joint Personnel/Administrative 
Committee report.

1 p.m.–1:15 p.m.—Receive the report 
on the Marine Recreational Fishery 
Statistics Survey (MRFSS) meeting.

1:15 p.m.–1:45 p.m.—Receive the 
report on the Southeast Data and 
Review (SEDAR) Steering Committee 
meeting.

1:45 p.m.–2 p.m.—Receive the South 
Atlantic Fishery Management Council 
(SAFMC) Liaison Report.

2 p.m.–2:15 p.m.—Receive a report on 
the Gulf Safety Committee.

2:15 p.m.–2:30 p.m.—Receive a report 
on the Joint Council meeting.

2:30 p.m.–2:45 p.m.—Receive the 
NMFS Billfish/Highly Migratory Species 
Advisory Panel (HMS AP) meeting 
reports.

2:45 p.m.–3 p.m.—Receive 
Enforcement Reports.

3 p.m.–3:15 p.m.—Receive the NMFS 
Regional Administrator’s Report.

3:15 p.m.–3:30 p.m.—Receive 
Director’s Reports.

3:30 p.m.–3:45 p.m.—Other Business

March 8, 2004

8 a.m.–9:30 a.m.—Convene the 
Shrimp Management Committee to 
review Draft Shrimp Amendment 13.

9:30 a.m.–11:30 a.m.—Convene the 
Budget Committee in a closed session to 
review bids to hire a court reporter. The 
Budget Committee meeting will then be 
open to the public to discuss the cost of 
new microphones and a Florida State 
University economic data collection 
proposal.

1 p.m.–5:30 p.m.—Convene the Reef 
Fish Management Committee to review 
the Public Hearing Draft of Vermilion 
Snapper Amendment 23 that contains 
alternatives for arresting overfishing of 
that stock by commercial and 
recreational fishermen. The committee 
will also review and take final action on 
the Final Reef Fish Amendment 22 (red 
snapper rebuilding program). An 
options paper for Reef Fish Amendment 
18 pertaining to the grouper fishery will 
be discussed. The following issues will 
also be reviewed: The Southeast 
Fisheries Science Center (SEFSC) 
recommendations on grouping 
amberjacks, tilefish, and deepwater 
groupers; U.S. Coast Guard rules for 
crew size of inspected recreational for-
hire vessels; the SAFMC’s action on 
yellowtail snapper; and a status report 
on the red snapper IFQ referendum. The 
Committee will ratify and/or add to the 
SEDAR pool and panel membership for 
each of the SEDAR workshops during 
2004 and 2005 for stocks of king 
mackerel, red snapper, vermilion 
snapper, and greater amberjack. The 
Committee will develop 
recommendations for consideration by 
full Council on Thursday afternoon.

VerDate jul<14>2003 16:31 Feb 23, 2004 Jkt 200001 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\24FEN1.SGM 24FEN1


		Superintendent of Documents
	2010-07-18T02:31:06-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




