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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

December 11, 2006. 
The Department of Agriculture has 

submitted the following information 
collection requirement(s) to OMB for 
review and clearance under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13. Comments 
regarding (a) Whether the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether the 
information will have practical utility; 
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate 
of burden including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on those who are to respond, including 
through the use of appropriate 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or 
other technological collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology should be addressed to: Desk 
Officer for Agriculture, Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs, 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB), oira_submission@omb.eop.gov 
or fax (202) 395–5806 and to 
Departmental Clearance Office, USDA, 
OCIO, Mail Stop 7602, Washington, DC 
20250–7602. Comments regarding these 
information collections are best assured 
of having their full effect if received 
within 30 days of this notification. 
Copies of the submission(s) may be 
obtained by calling (202) 720–8681. 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor a collection of information 
unless the collection of information 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number and the agency informs 
potential persons who are to respond to 
the collection of information that such 
persons are not required to respond to 
the collection of information unless it 

displays a currently valid OMB control 
number. 

Rural Business Service 
Title: 7 CFR 1778, Emergency and 

Imminent Community Water Assistance 
Grants. 

OMB Control Number: 0572–0110. 
Summary Of Collection: The Rural 

Utilities Service (RUS) is authorized 
under Section 306A of the Consolidated 
Farm and rural Development Act, (7 
U.S.C. 1926(a) to provide grants to rural 
areas and small communities to secure 
adequate quantities of safe water. Grants 
made under this program shall be made 
for 100 percent of the project cost, can 
serve rural areas with population not in 
excess of 5,000, and household income 
should not exceed 100 percent of a 
State’s non-metropolitan median 
household income. Grants under this 
program may be made to public bodies 
and private nonprofit corporations 
serving rural areas. 

Need And Use Of The Information: 
RUS will collect the information from 
applicants applying for grants under 7 
CFR 1778. The information is unique to 
each borrower and emergency situation. 
Applicants must demonstrate that there 
is an imminent emergency or that a 
decline occurred within 2 years of the 
date the application was filed with 
Rural Development. 

Description Of Respondents: State, 
Local or Tribal Government; Not-for- 
profit institutions. 

Number Of Respondents: 100. 
Frequency Of Responses: Reporting: 

On occasion. 
Total Burden Hours: 400. 

Charlene Parker, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. E6–21341 Filed 12–14–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–XT–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Submission for OMB Review; 
Comment Request 

December 11, 2006. 
The Department of Agriculture has 

submitted the following information 
collection requirement(s) to OMB for 
review and clearance under the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, 
Public Law 104–13. Comments 
regarding (a) whether the collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 

performance of the functions of the 
agency, including whether the 
information will have practical utility; 
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate 
of burden including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions used; (c) 
ways to enhance the quality, utility and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; (d) ways to minimize the 
burden of the collection of information 
on those who are to respond, including 
through the use of appropriate 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or 
other technological collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology should be addressed to: Desk 
Officer for Agriculture, Office of 
Information and Regulatory Affairs, 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB), oira_submission@omb.eop.gov 
or fax (202) 395–5806 and to 
Departmental Clearance Office, USDA, 
OCIO, Mail Stop 7602, Washington, DC 
20250–7602. Comments regarding these 
information collections are best assured 
of having their full effect if received 
within 30 days of this notification. 
Copies of the submission(s) may be 
obtained by calling (202) 720–8681. 

An agency may not conduct or 
sponsor a collection of information 
unless the collection of information 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number and the agency informs 
potential persons who are to respond to 
the collection of information that such 
persons are not required to respond to 
the collection of information unless it 
displays a currently valid OMB control 
number. 

Rural Housing Service 
Title: 7 CFR 1956–C, Debt 

Settlement—Community and Business 
Programs. 

OMB Control Number: 0575–0124. 
Summary Of Collection: The 

Community and Direct Business 
Programs loans and grants are 
authorized by the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act. Rural 
Housing Service (RHS) is a credit 
agency for agricultural and rural 
development for the United States 
Department of Agriculture and offers 
supervised credit to develop, improve 
and operate family farms, modest 
housing, essential community facilities, 
and business and industry across rural 
America. 7 CFR 1956–C, Debt 
Settlement—Community and Business 
Programs provides policies and 
procedures as well as a mechanism for 
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debt settlement in connection with 
Community Facilities loans and grants, 
Water and Waste Disposal loans, direct 
Business and Industry loans, Indian 
Tribal Land Acquisition loans and 
Irrigation and Drainage. The debt 
settlement program provides the 
delinquent client with an equitable tool 
for the compromise, adjustment, 
cancellation, or charge-off of a debt 
owed to the Agency. 

Need And Use Of The Information: 
The field offices will collect information 
from applicants, borrowers, consultants, 
lenders, and attorneys to determine 
eligibility, financial capacity and derive 
an equitable resolution. This 
information collected is similar to that 
required by a commercial lender in 
similar circumstances. Failure to collect 
the information could result in 
improper servicing of these loans. 

Description Of Respondents: Not for 
profit institutions; Business or other for- 
profit. 

Number Of Respondents: 16. 
Frequency Of Responses: Reporting: 

On occasion. 
Total Burden Hours: 702. 

Charlene Parker, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. E6–21343 Filed 12–14–06; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 3410–XT–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Spruce Creek Project, Boise National 
Forest, Idaho 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of Intent To Prepare 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

SUMMARY: The Cascade Ranger District 
of the Boise National Forest will prepare 
an environmental impact statement 
(EIS) for a resource management project 
in the Gold Fork River drainage. The 
entire project is located in the 
watersheds that drain into the Gold Fork 
River, which in turn drains into Cascade 
Reservoir. The 9,997 acre project area is 
located 10 miles northeast of Cascade, 
Idaho, and about 120 miles north of 
Boise, Idaho. 

The agency invites written comments 
and suggestions on the scope of the 
analysis. The agency also hereby gives 
notice of the environmental analysis 
and decisionmaking process that will 
occur on the proposal so interested and 
affected people are aware of how they 
may participate and contribute to the 
final decision. At this time no public 

meetings to discuss the project are 
planned. 

Proposed Action: Eight objectives 
have been identified for the project: (1) 
Retain the existing size class of stands 
currently identified as large tree and 
manipulate the structure of small and 
medium tree size class stands to 
accelerate their movement towards the 
large tree size class, thereby retaining 
and potentially contributing to habitat 
for some terrestrial wildlife species 
associated with large tree size class; (2) 
Reduce the densities of stands currently 
identified as large tree size class in 
order to maintain or restore canopy 
closures within desired conditions, and 
to potentially contribute to habitat for 
those terrestrial wildlife species 
associated with large tree size class 
stands with low to moderate canopy 
closures; (3) Consistent with the 
particular habitat type, discriminate 
against shade tolerant species such as 
grand fir and subalpine fir and 
encourage retention and recruitment of 
seral species; (4) Relative to Douglas-fir 
beetle, mountain pine beetle, western 
pine beetle, western spruce budworm, 
and/or dwarf mistletoe, manipulate the 
structures, densities, and compositions 
of stands in order to maintain a low or 
moderate susceptibility level, or to 
decrease susceptibility to a low or 
moderate level; (5) Maintain or restore 
aspen and immature whitebark pine by 
eliminating competition with other 
conifer species; (6) Improve long term 
stand growth to or near levels indicative 
of sustainable forests; (7) Provide wood 
products to support local and regional 
economies; and; (8) Stabilize the 
cutslope failure on the #498 road. 

The Proposed Action would 
implement silvicultural activities, 
including thinning of sub-merchantable 
trees, aspen enhancement, and 
whitebark pine enhancement, on 2,702 
acres. An estimated 9.0 MMbf would be 
removed using tractor, off-road jammer, 
skyline, and helicopter yarding systems. 
The Proposed Action would employ a 
variety of silvicultural prescriptions 
including clearcut with reserve trees, 
commercial thin, improvement cut, 
irregular shelterwood, individual tree 
selection, sanitation, thinning of sub- 
merchantable trees, aspen enhancement, 
and whitebark pine enhancement. 

Road maintenance activities would 
occur on an estimated 0.4 miles of 
existing road under this alternative. 
Specifically, one under-sized culvert 
along the #402 road would be replaced 
with a culvert sufficient in size to 
accommodate a 100-year flow event; a 
series of drive-through dips would be 
installed on the #402F1 road to prevent 
erosion; a culvert would be installed on 

the #402F road to facilitate silvicultural 
activities, and; an existing slump on the 
cutslope along the #498 road would be 
stabilized. 

Roughly 1.1 miles of temporary road 
would be constructed to facilitate 
harvest activities and six helicopter 
landings constructed. Post- 
implementation management of the 
existing transportation system within 
the project area would not change under 
this alternative. All existing road 
restrictions would be reinstated upon 
completion of harvest activities. 

Preliminary Issues: Preliminary 
concerns with the Proposed Action 
include potential impacts on water 
quality and terrestrial wildlife species. 

Possible Alternatives to the Proposed 
Action: One alternative to the Proposed 
Action that has been discussed thus far 
is a no action alternative. Other 
alternatives will likely be developed as 
issues are identified and information 
received. 

Decisions to be Made: The Boise 
National Forest Supervisor will decide 
the following: (1) Should vegetation be 
managed within the project area at this 
time, and if so, which stands should be 
treated and what silvicultural systems 
applied? (2) Should temporary roads be 
built at this time, and if so, how many 
miles should be built and where should 
they occur within the project area? (3) 
Should aspen and immature whitebark 
pine be enhanced by eliminating 
competing conifer species, and if so, 
where within the project area? (4) 
Should identified road maintenance 
activities occur on portions of roads 
#402, #402F1, #402F, and #498 at this 
time? (5) What design features, 
mitigation measures, and/or monitoring 
should be applied to the project? 
DATES: Comments concerning the 
proposed project and analysis are 
encouraged and should be postmarked 
or received within 30 days following 
publication of this announcement in the 
Federal Register. 
ADDRESSES: Comments should be 
addressed to the Cascade Ranger 
District, ATTN: Keith Dimmett, P.O. 
Box 696, Cascade, ID 83611 or sent 
electronically to comments-intermtn- 
boise-casade@fs.fed.us. Electronic 
comments must be submitted in plain 
text or another format compatible with 
Microsoft Word. Comments may also be 
delivered to the above address during 
regular business hours of 8 a.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Monday–Friday. Comments can 
also be submitted by phone at 208–382– 
7400 or FAX to 208–382–7480. 
Comments received in response to this 
request will be available for public 
inspection and will be released in their 
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