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For the Commission, by the Division of
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.*

J. Matthew DeLesDernier,

Assistant Secretary.

[FR Doc. 2020-27485 Filed 12—14-20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

Sunshine Act Meetings

TIME AND DATE: 3:00 p.m. on Thursday,
December 17, 2020.

PLACE: The meeting will be held via
remote means and/or at the
Commission’s headquarters, 100 F
Street NE, Washington, DC 20549.

STATUS: This meeting will be closed to
the public.

MATTERS TO BE CONSIDERED:
Commissioners, Counsel to the
Commissioners, the Secretary to the
Commission, and recording secretaries
will attend the closed meeting. Certain
staff members who have an interest in
the matters also may be present.

In the event that the time, date, or
location of this meeting changes, an
announcement of the change, along with
the new time, date, and/or place of the
meeting will be posted on the
Commission’s website at https://
WWW.Sec.gov.

The General Counsel of the
Commission, or his designee, has
certified that, in his opinion, one or
more of the exemptions set forth in 5
U.S.C. 552b(c)(3), (5), (6), (7), (8), 9(B)
and (10) and 17 CFR 200.402(a)(3),
(a)(5), (a)(6), (a)(7), (a)(8), (a)(9)(ii) and
(a)(10), permit consideration of the
scheduled matters at the closed meeting.

The subject matter of the closed
meeting will consist of the following
topics:

Institution and settlement of
injunctive actions;

Institution and settlement of
administrative proceedings;

Resolution of litigation claims; and

Other matters relating to enforcement
proceedings; and

Disclosure of non-public information.

At times, changes in Commission
priorities require alterations in the
scheduling of meeting agenda items that
may consist of adjudicatory,
examination, litigation, or regulatory
matters.

CONTACT PERSON FOR MORE INFORMATION:
For further information; please contact
Vanessa A. Countryman from the Office
of the Secretary at (202) 551-5400.

417 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).

Dated: December 10, 2020.
Vanessa A. Countryman,
Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2020-27615 Filed 12—11-20; 11:15 am]
BILLING CODE 8011-01-P

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-90617; File No. SR—-FINRA-
2020-043]

Self-Regulatory Organizations;
Financial Industry Regulatory
Authority, Inc.; Notice of Filing and
Immediate Effectiveness of a Proposed
Rule Change To Extend the Effective
Date of the Temporary Amendments
Set Forth in SR-FINRA-2020-026 From
December 31, 2020 to April 30, 2021

December 9, 2020.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934 (“Act”
or “Exchange Act”)? and Rule 19b—4
thereunder,2 notice is hereby given that
on December 4, 2020, the Financial
Industry Regulatory Authority, Inc.
(“FINRA”) filed with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (“SEC” or
“Commission”) the proposed rule
change as described in Items I and II
below, which Items have been prepared
by FINRA. FINRA has designated the
proposed rule change as constituting a
“non-controversial” rule change under
paragraph (f)(6) of Rule 19b—4 under the
Act,? which renders the proposal
effective upon receipt of this filing by
the Commission. The Commission is
publishing this notice to solicit
comments on the proposed rule change
from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

FINRA is proposing to extend the
effective date of the temporary
amendments set forth in SR-FINRA-
2020-026 from December 31, 2020, to
April 30, 2021.4 Due to the impacts of
COVID-19 on the administration of
FINRA qualification examinations at
test centers, SR-FINRA-2020-026
extended the 120-day period that certain
individuals can function as a principal
or Operations Professional without
having successfully passed an

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).

217 CFR 240.19b—4.

317 CFR 240.19b-4(f)(6).

4If FINRA seeks to provide additional temporary
relief from the rule requirements identified in this
proposed rule change beyond April 30, 2021,
FINRA will submit a separate rule filing to further
extend the temporary extension of time.

appropriate qualification examination
through December 31, 2020.

The text of the proposed rule change
is available on FINRA’s website at
http://www.finra.org, at the principal
office of FINRA and at the
Commission’s Public Reference Room.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission,
FINRA included statements concerning
the purpose of and basis for the
proposed rule change and discussed any
comments it received on the proposed
rule change. The text of these statements
may be examined at the places specified
in Item IV below. FINRA has prepared
summaries, set forth in sections A, B,
and C below, of the most significant
aspects of such statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The COVID-19 pandemic is an
unpredictable, exogenous event that has
resulted in unavoidable disruptions to
the securities industry and impacted
member firms, regulators, investors and
other stakeholders. In response to
COVID-19, earlier this year FINRA
began providing temporary relief to
member firms from FINRA rules and
requirements via frequently asked
questions (“FAQs”) on its website.?
Two of these FAQs ¢ provided
temporary relief to address disruptions
to the administration of FINRA
qualification examinations caused by
the pandemic that have significantly
limited the ability of individuals to sit
for these examinations due to Prometric
test center capacity issues.”

FINRA published the first FAQ on
March 20, 2020, providing that
individuals who were designated to
function as principals under FINRA
Rule 1210.04 prior to February 2, 2020,

5 See Frequently Asked Questions Related to
Regulatory Relief Due to the Coronavirus Pandemic,
available at https://www.finra.org/rules-guidance/
key-topics/covid-19/faq.

6 See https://www.finra.org/rules-guidance/key-
topics/covid-19/fag#qe.

7 At the outset of the COVID-19 pandemic, all
FINRA qualification examinations were
administered at test centers operated by Prometric.
Based on the health and welfare concerns resulting
from COVID-19, in March Prometric closed all of
its test centers in the United States and Canada and
began to slowly reopen some of them at limited
capacity in May. Currently, Prometric has resumed
testing in many of its United States and Canada test
centers, at either full or limited occupancy, based
on local and government mandates.
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