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the commenter may be publicly
accessible. Do not submit confidential
business information or otherwise
sensitive or protected information.

An electronic copy of the TPWD’s
application may be obtained online at:
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
national/marine-mammal-protection/
incidental-take-authorizations-research-
and-other-activities. In case of problems
accessing these documents, please call
the contact listed below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Craig Cockrell, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427—8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce (as delegated
to NMFS) to allow, upon request, the
incidental, but not intentional, taking of
small numbers of marine mammals by
U.S. citizens who engage in a specified
activity (other than commercial fishing)
within a specified geographical region if
certain findings are made and either
regulations are issued or, if the taking is
limited to harassment, a notice of a
proposed authorization is provided to
the public for review.

An incidental take authorization shall
be granted if NMFS finds that the taking
will have a negligible impact on the
species or stock(s), will not have an
unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
subsistence uses (where relevant), and if
the permissible methods of taking and
requirements pertaining to the
mitigation, monitoring and reporting of
such takings are set forth.

NMFS has defined “negligible
impact” in 50 CFR 216.103 as an impact
resulting from the specified activity that
cannot be reasonably expected to, and is
not reasonably likely to, adversely affect
the species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival.

The MMPA states that the term ““‘take”
means to harass, hunt, capture, kill or
attempt to harass, hunt, capture, or kill
any marine mammal.

Except with respect to certain
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA
defines “‘harassment” as: any act of
pursuit, torment, or annoyance, which
(i) has the potential to injure a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild (Level A harassment); or (ii) has
the potential to disturb a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild by causing disruption of behavioral
patterns, including, but not limited to,
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding,
feeding, or sheltering (Level B
harassment).

Summary of Request

On October 31, 2023, NMFS received
an application from the TPWD
requesting authorization for take of
marine mammals incidental to fisheries
independent research activities related
to sampling activities with gillnet gear
in the coastal waters of Texas. A revised
application was submitted on March 3,
2025, and we determined the
application was adequate and complete
on May 12, 2025. The requested
regulations would be valid for five years
(2025-2030). The TPWD plans to
conduct necessary work in several
coastal bays of Texas including Laguna
Madre, Nueces and Corpus Christi Bay,
Aransas Bay complex, Matagorda Bay,
West Bay, Galveston Bay, and Sabine
Lake. It is possible that marine
mammals may interact with fishing gear
(e.g., gillnets) proposed for use in
TPWD’s fishery independent, resulting
in injury, serious injury, or mortality.
Therefore, the TPWD requests
authorization to incidentally take
marine mammals.

Specified Activities

TPWD conducts a long-term
standardized fishery-independent
monitoring program to assess the
relative abundance and size of finfish
and shellfish in Texas bays. The
fisheries independent research programs
use sampling gear including gillnets,
trawls, and dredges to assess finfish and
shellfish abundance and health in the
surrounding coastal bays of Texas.
Results from this program are primarily
used by TPWD to manage Texas’ marine
finfish and shellfish resources. These
proposed activities by TPWD would be
conducted over the 5-year period of the
regulations and subsequent Letter of
Authorization.

Information Solicited

Interested persons may submit
information, suggestions, and comments
concerning the TPWD’s request (see
ADDRESSES). NMFS will consider all
information, suggestions, and comments
related to the request during the
development of proposed regulations
governing the incidental taking of
marine mammals by the TPWD, if
appropriate.

Dated: May 13, 2025.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
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ACTION: Meeting of the South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council.

SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
hold meetings of the following: Snapper
Grouper Commercial Sub-Committee;
Mackerel Cobia Committee; Snapper
Grouper Committee; and Joint Habitat &
Ecosystem and Shrimp Committee. The
meeting week will also include a formal
public comment session and meetings of
the Full Council.

DATES: The Council meeting will be
held from 8:30 a.m. on Monday, June 9,
2025, until 12 p.m. on Friday, June 13,
2025.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Radisson Resort at the Port, 8701
Astronaut Blvd., Cape Canaveral, FL
32920; phone (321) 406-5615. The
meeting will also be available via
webinar. See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION section.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim
Iverson, Public Information Officer,
South Atlantic Fishery Management
Council; phone (843) 302—8440 or (843)
571-4366; email: kim.iverson@
safmc.net.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Meeting
information, including agendas,
overviews, and briefing book materials
will be posted on the Council’s website
at: https://safmc.net/council-meetings/.
Webinar registration links for the
meeting will also be available from the
Council’s website.

Public comment: Public comment on
agenda items may be submitted through
the Council’s online comment form
available from the Council’s website at:
https://safmc.net/events/june-2025-
council-meeting/. Written comments
will be accepted from May 23, 2025,
until June 13, 2025. These comments are
accessible to the public, part of the
Administrative Record of the meeting,
and immediately available for Council
consideration. A formal public comment
session will also be held during the
Council meeting.
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Items of Discussion for Individual
Meeting Agendas

Snapper Grouper Commercial Sub-
Committee, Monday, June 9, 2025, 8:30
a.m. Until 10 a.m.

The Snapper Grouper Commercial
Sub-Committee will review deliverables
from its March 2025 meeting and the
history of income requirements in South
Atlantic fisheries, continue to discuss
issues to be addressed in the
commercial snapper grouper fishery,
and consider items for public scoping.

Council Session I, Monday, June 9,
2025, 10:15 a.m. Until 12 p.m. (Closed
Session)

The Council will meet in closed
session to receive a litigation brief if
needed, review applicants for advertised
advisory panel seats and provide
recommendations, and propose policy
modifications to the Council’s Advisory
Panel Policy as needed. The Council
will also consider appointments to the
Scientific and Statistical Committee
(SSC), the Social and Economic
Subpanel, discuss Council Committee
membership, and nominees for the 2024
Law Enforcement Officer of the Year
Award.

Council Session I, Monday, June 9,
2025, 1:30 p.m. Until 5 p.m. and
Tuesday, June 10, 2025, 8:30 a.m. Until
12 p.m.

The Council will receive a litigation
brief and reports from law enforcement,
Council liaisons, staff, NMFS Southeast
Regional Office and Southeast Science
Center, and the Council’s Dolphin
Wahoo Advisory Panel. The Council
will also receive an update on Resilient
Fisheries Projects, a review of Executive
Orders, and review the Council’s
Research and Monitoring Plan.

The Council will review the
Comprehensive For-Hire Reporting
Improvement Amendment currently
under development, including input
received during public scoping and
from its advisory panels. Council
members will also discuss Terms of
Reference for the 2026 stock assessment
for gag grouper and receive a South
Atlantic Headboat Report.

Mackerel Cobia Committee, Tuesday,
June 10, 2025, 1:30 p.m. Until 3 p.m.

The Committee will receive a report
from the Mackerel Cobia Advisory
Panel, consider possible management
topics for discussion, and receive a
presentation on the Gulf Council’s
engagement efforts with mackerel
stakeholders.

Snapper Grouper Committee, Tuesday,
June 10, 2025, 3:15 p.m. Until 5 p.m.;
Wednesday, June 11, 2025, 8:30 a.m.
Until 3:45 p.m.; and Thursday, June 12,
2025, 8:30 a.m. Until 3 p.m.

The Committee will receive an
Exempted Fishing Permit briefing, an
update from NMFS on the status of
amendments under review, and an
update on Secretarial Amendment 59 to
the Snapper Grouper FMP addressing
red snapper management and the 2025
South Atlantic recreational red snapper
season.

The Committee will receive
presentations on Maximum Sustainable
Yield Proxies. The Committee will
discuss Stock Risk Ratings, receive an
assessment presentation, and review
recommendations from the SSC and
Snapper Grouper Advisory Panel (AP)
relative to Amendment 56 to the
Snapper Grouper Fishery Management
Plan (FMP) addressing management
measures for black sea bass.

The Committee will discuss
development of management measures
for golden tilefish through an
abbreviated framework amendment and
possible revisions to the Snapper
Grouper Management Complex
management unit. The Committee will
also receive assessment presentations
and input from its SSC and Snapper
Grouper AP to set catch levels for
yellowtail snapper and mutton snapper
through Amendment 44 to the Snapper
Grouper FMP. The Committee will
receive a presentation from NMFS and
review Snapper Grouper AP
recommendations relative to Snapper
Grouper Amendment 46 addressing
Recreational Permit and Education
Requirements and consider approval of
the amendment for public hearings.
Management measures for Atlantic
blueline tilefish are being considered
and the Committee will receive an
assessment presentation, SSC and
advisory panel recommendations, and a
Fishery Overview for the stock. The
Committee will also hear from the
Snapper Grouper AP on items not
covered during the Committee meeting,
and an update on the Snapper Grouper
Management Strategy Evaluation.

Public Comment Session—Wednesday,
June 11, 2025, 4 p.m.

Public comment will be accepted
from individuals attending the meeting
in person and via webinar on all items
on the Council meeting agenda. The
Council Chair will determine the
amount of time provided to each
commenter based on the number of
individuals wishing to comment.

Joint Habitat & Ecosystem and Shrimp
Committees, Thursday, June 12, 2025,
3:15 p.m. Until 5 p.m.

The Committees will review the
Comprehensive Shrimp Fishery Access
Area Amendment (Coral Amendment 11
and Shrimp Amendment 12) addressing
a proposed shrimp access area and will
consider approving the amendment for
public hearings.

Council Session II, Friday, June 13,
2025, 8:30 a.m. Until 12 p.m.

The Council will receive Committee
reports, review the Council Workplan
and upcoming meetings, and discuss
any other business as needed.

Disclaimers

Documents regarding these issues are
available from the Council office (see
ADDRESSES section).

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for auxiliary aids should be
directed to the council office (see
ADDRESSES section) 5 days prior to the
meeting.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: May 14, 2025.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-08871 Filed 5-16—25; 8:45 am]
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