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Early Notice of Importance of Public
Participation in Subsequent
Environmental Review

A Draft SEIS will be prepared for
comment. Copies will be distributed to
interested and affected agencies,
organizations, and members of the
public for their review and comment.
The comment period on the Draft SEIS
will be 45 days from the date the
Environmental Protection Agency
publishes the notice of availability in
the Federal Register.

The Forest Service believes, at this
early stage, it is important to give
reviewers notice of several court rulings
related to public participation in the
environmental review process. First,
reviewers of a Draft SEIS must structure
their participation in the environmental
review of the proposal so that it is
meaningful and alerts an agency to the
reviewer’s position and contentions.
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corp. V.
NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 (1978). Also,
environmental objections that could be
raised at the Draft SEIS stage but that are
not raised until after the completion of
the Final SEIS may be waived or
dismissed by the courts. City of Angoon
v. Hodel, 803 F.2d. 1016, 1022 (9th Cir.
1986) and Wisconsin Heritages, Inc. v.
Harris, 490 F. Supp. 1334, 1338 (E.D.
Wis. 1980). Because of these court
rulings, it is very important that those
interested in this proposed action
participate by the close of the 45 day
comment period so that substantive
comments and objections are made
available to the participating agencies at
a time when it can meaningfully
consider them and respond to them in
the Final SEIS.

To assist the participating agencies in
identifying and considering issues and
concerns on the proposed action,
comments on the Draft SEIS should be
as specific as possible. It is also helpful
if comments refer to specific pages or
chapters of the draft statement.
Comments may also address the
adequacy of the Draft SEIS or the merits
of the alternatives formulated and
discussed in the statement. Reviewers
may wish to refer to the Council on
Environmental Quality Regulations for
implementing the procedural provisions
of the National Environmental Policy
Act at 40 CFR 1503.3 in addressing
these points.

In the Final SEIS, the participating
agencies are required to respond to
comments and responses received
during the comment period that pertain
to the environmental consequences
discussed in the Draft SEIS and
applicable laws, regulations, and

policies considered in making a
decision regarding the proposal.

Comments received including the
names and addresses of those who
comment, will be considered part of the
public record on this proposal and will
be available for public inspection.

The Forest Supervisor for the
Okanogan and Wenatchee National
Forest will be the responsible official for
this SEIS and its Record of Decision. As
the responsible official, the Forest
Supervisor will document the decision
and reasons for the decision in the
Record of Decision. That decision will
be subject to Forest Service Appeal
Regulations (36 CFR Part 215).

Dated: March 29, 2004.
Alan M. Quan,
Deputy Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 04—-7433 Filed 4-01-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Ketchikan Resource Advisory
Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Ketchikan Resource
Advisory Committee will meet in
Ketchikan, Alaska, May 27, 2004, and
July 22, 2004. The purpose of these
meetings is to discuss potential projects
under the Secure Rural Schools and
Community Self-Determination Act of
2000.

DATES: The meetings will be held May
27, 2004, and July 22, 2004.

ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at
the Southeast Alaska Discovery Center
Learning Center (back entrance), 50
Main Street, Ketchikan, Alaska. Send
written comments to Ketchikan resource
Advisory Committee, c¢/o District
Ranger, USDA Forest Service, 3031
Trongass Ave., Ketchikan, AK 99901, or
electronically to jingersoll@fs.fed.us.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jerry
Ingersoll, District Ranger, Ketchikan-
Misty Fiords Ranger District, Tongass
National Forest, (907) 228-4100.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
meetings are open to the public.
Committee discussion is limited to
Forest Service staff and Committee
members. However, public input
opportunity will be provided and
individuals will have the opportunity to
address the Committee at that time.

Dated: March 26, 2004.
Forrest Cole,
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 04—7432 Filed 4—1-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Oregon Coast Provincial Advisory
Committee

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Oregon Coast Province
Advisory Committee will meet in
Corvallis, OR, April 15, 2004. The
theme of the meeting is Introduction/
Overview/Business Planning. The
agenda includes: Payments to Counties
Update, Socio-Economic Subcommittee
Update, Coat Range Fire History, BLM
Settlement Agreement Update, Pre-
Monitoring Trip Information, Public
Comment and Round Robin.

DATES: The meeting will be held April
15, 2004, beginning at 9 a.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Siuslaw National Forest
Supervisor’s Office, 4077 SW. Research
Way, Corvallis, Oregon.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Joni
Quarnstrom, Public Affairs Specialist,
Siuslaw National Forest, (541) 750—
7075, or write to Siuslaw National
Forest Supervisor, P.O. Box 1148,
Corvallis, OR 97339.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
meeting is open to the public. Council
Discussion is limited to Forest Service/
BLM staff and Council Members. Lunch
will be on your own. A public input
session will be at 2:45 p.m. for fifteen
minutes. The meeting is expected to
adjourn around 3:30 p.m.

Dated: March 26, 2004.
Jane L. Cottrell,
Acting Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 04-7435 Filed 4—1-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
National Agricultural Statistics Service

Notice of Intent To Seek Approval To
Revise and Extend an Information
Collection

AGENCY: National Agricultural Statistics
Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.
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SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (Pub.
L. 104-13) and Office of Management
and Budget regulations at 5 CFR part
1320 (60 FR 44978, August 29, 1995),
this notice announces the intention of
the National Agricultural Statistics
Service (NASS) to request approval to
revise and extend an information
collection, the Conservation Effects
Assessment Project Survey.

DATES: Comments on this notice must be
received by June 7, 2004 to be assured
of consideration.

ADDRESSES: Comments may be mailed to
Ginny McBride, NASS OMB Clearance
Officer, U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Room 5336 South Building, 1400
Independence Avenue, SW.,
Washington, DC 20250 or sent
electronically to
gmcbride@nass.usda.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Carol House, Associate Administrator,
National Agricultural Statistics Service,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, (202)
720—-4333.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Conservation Effects
Assessment Project Survey.

OMB Control Number: 0535-0245.

Expiration Date of Approval: 09/30/
04.

Type of Request: Intent to Seek
Approval to Revise and Extend an
Information Collection.

Abstract: The primary objective of the
National Agricultural Statistics Service
is to prepare and issue State and
national estimates of crop and livestock
production, prices, and disposition. The
goal of this NASS project is to collect
land management information that will
assist the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) in
assessing environmental benefits
associated with implementation of
various conservation programs and
installation of associated conservation
practices. The 2002 Farm Bill
substantially increased funding for the
Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (EQIP) as well as other
conservation programs; a portion of the
technical assistance funds for
conservation programs has been
allocated for use in assessing the
environmental benefits of these
conservation practices. The assessment
will be used to report progress annually
on Farm Bill implementation to
Congress and the general public. The
information collected will also be used
to provide OMB with requested
information on the cost effectiveness of
the EQIP and the Conservation Reserve
Program.

NRCS is leading a multi-agency effort
to estimate the environmental benefits
of conservation practices. Benefit
measures will include soil quality
enhancement, erosion reduction,
reduction in nutrient and sediment
losses from farm fields, soil carbon
sequestration, water use efficiency, and
reductions in in-stream nutrient and
sediment concentrations. Investments
are being made in additional model
development to address benefits
associated with reductions in pesticide
losses, air quality, and wildlife habitat.
The assessment is designed to be
national and regional in scope. A
sampling and modeling approach has
been adopted to avoid the high costs
associated with expanded reporting by
NRCS field staff.

Benefits will be estimated by applying
transport models and other physical
process models at sample sites
associated with the National Resources
Inventory (NRI) sampling frame. The
NRI is a scientifically-based,
longitudinal panel survey designed to
assess conditions and trends of soil,
water, and related resources of the
Nation’s non-federal lands. The NRI is
conducted for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture by NRCS in cooperation
with the Iowa State University
Statistical Laboratory and provides
critical information to address agri-
environmental issues at national,
regional, and State levels. Data gathered
in the NRI are linked to NRCS soil
survey and climate databases. These
linked data, along with NRI’s historical
data for 1982-2002, form the basis for
unique modeling applications and
analytical capabilities. The NRI
sampling frame will be used for this
project because it captures the diversity
of the Nation’s agricultural resource
base (soils, topography, and climate),
which is a critical factor in estimating
benefits of conservation practices. Also
critical are the historical and linked data
that already exist for each NRI sample
site. The assessment of benefits is not
possible, however, without augmenting
these existing data with additional
information on land management and
conservation practice adoption.

NASS will collaborate with NRCS in
the acquisition of this additional
information by conducting a survey for
a sub-sample of NRI sample units in the
contiguous 48 States.

The survey will utilize personal
interviews to administer a questionnaire
that is designed to obtain from farm
operators field-specific data associated
with the selected sample units. Specific
questions are asked about physical
characteristics of the field, pesticide and
fertilizer applications, and technical

aspects of conservation practices
associated with the field. Several other
questions deal with production
activities before and after
implementation of specific conservation
practices and with the operator’s
participation in conservation programs.

The design calls for conducting
10,000-15,000 interviews in each of
three years and then pooling the results
for the final dataset. The first set of
interviews was conducted in the fall of
2003 using a similar survey. This survey
will be used to complete the collection
of data for 2004 and 2005. If analysis
indicates that more samples are needed
to adequately estimate the benefits of
conservation practices nationally then
data collection will be extended to
include 2006. Each year’s data
collection will be for a different set of
agricultural land units.

These data will be collected under the
authority of 7 U.S.C. 2204(a).
Individually identifiable data collected
under this authority are governed by
section 1770 of the Food Security Act of
1985, 7 U.S.C. 2276, which requires
USDA to afford strict confidentiality to
non-aggregated data provided by
respondents.

Estimate of Burden: Public reporting
burden for this collection of information
is estimated to average 60 minutes per
response.

Respondents: Farm operators.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
15,000.

Estimated Total Annual Burden on
Respondents: 15,000 hours.

Copies of this information collection
and related instructions can be obtained
without charge from Ginny McBride,
NASS OMB Clearance Officer, at (202)
720-5778.

Comments: Comments are invited on:
(a) Whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the proposed collection
of information including the validity of
the methodology and assumptions used;
(c) ways to enhance the quality, utility,
and clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on those who are to respond, including
through the use of appropriate
automated, electronic, mechanical, or
other technological collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology.

All responses to this notice will
become a matter of public record and be
summarized in the request for OMB
approval.
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Signed at Washington, DC February 26,
2004.

Carol House,

Associate Administrator.

[FR Doc. 04—7415 Filed 4—1-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-20-P

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

Procurement List; Proposed Additions
and Deletions

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase from
People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled.

ACTION: Proposed additions to and
deletions from Procurement List.

SUMMARY: The Committee is proposing
to add to the Procurement List products
and a service to be furnished by
nonprofit agencies employing persons
who are blind or have other severe
disabilities, and to delete products
previously furnished by such agencies.
COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED ON OR
BEFORE: May 2, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Commiittee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled, Jefferson Plaza 2, Suite 10800,
1421 Jefferson Davis Highway,
Arlington, Virginia, 22202-3259.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sheryl D. Kennerly, (703) 603—7740.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
notice is published pursuant to 41 U.S.C
47(a)(2) and 41 CFR 51-2.3. Its purpose
is to provide interested persons an
opportunity to submit comments on the
proposed actions.

Additions

If the Committee approves the
proposed additions, the entities of the
Federal Government identified in this
notice for each product or service will
be required to procure the products and
service listed below from nonprofit
agencies employing persons who are
blind or have other severe disabilities.

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification

I certify that the following action will
not have a significant impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
The major factors considered for this
certification were:

1. If approved, the action will not
result in any additional reporting,
recordkeeping or other compliance
requirements for small entities other
than the small organizations that will
furnish the products and service to the
Government.

2. If approved, the action will result
in authorizing small entities to furnish

the products and service to the
Government.

3. There are no known regulatory
alternatives which would accomplish
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46—48c) in
connection with the products and
service proposed for addition to the
Procurement List. Comments on this
certification are invited. Commenters
should identify the statement(s)
underlying the certification on which
they are providing additional
information.

End of Certification

The following products and service
are proposed for addition to
Procurement List for production by the
nonprofit agencies listed:

Products

Product/NSN: Gloves, Disposable
8415-01-392—-8448
NPA: Bestwork Industries for the Blind, Inc.,
Runnemede, New Jersey
Contract Activity: GSA, Southwest Supply
Center, Fort Worth, Texas
Product/NSN: Paper Shredder 1200 CC
7520—00—-NIB-1696
Product/NSN: Paper Shredder 1200 SC
7520—-00-NIB-1695
NPA: L.C. Industries For The Blind, Inc.,
Durham, North Carolina
Contract Activity: Office Supplies & Paper
Products Acquisition Center, New York,
New York
Product/NSN: Three Wheel Tape Dispenser
7520-00-634-6724
Product/NSN: Two Wheel Tape Dispenser
7520—00-285-1772
NPA: The Arc of Bergen and Passaic
Counties, Inc., Hackensack, New Jersey
Contract Activity: Office Supplies & Paper
Products Acquisition Center, New York,
New York

Service
Service Type/Location: Custodial Services
Food & Drug Administration, CDER Lab/
Office Building White Oak, Maryland
NPA: Alliance, Inc., Baltimore, Maryland
Contract Activity: GSA/PBS National Capitol
Region, Washington, DC

Deletions

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification

I certify that the following action will
not have a significant impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
The major factors considered for this
certification were:

1. If approved, the action may result
in additional reporting, recordkeeping
or other compliance requirements for
small entities.

2. If approved, the action may result
in authorizing small entities to furnish
the products to the Government.

3. There are no known regulatory
alternatives which would accomplish
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner-

O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 46—48c) in
connection with the products proposed
for deletion from the Procurement List.

End of Certification

The following products are proposed
for deletion from the Procurement List:

Products

Product/NSN: Sheet, Bed, Disposable
7210-00—498-0512
NPA: East Texas Lighthouse for the Blind,
Tyler, Texas
Contract Activity: Defense Supply Center
Philadelphia, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
Product/NSN: Test Kit, Oil Condition
6630-01-096—-4792
NPA: Susquehanna Association for the Blind
and Visually Impaired, Lancaster,
Pennsylvania
Contract Activity: Defense Supply Center
Philadelphia, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania
Product/NSN: Tray, Repositional Note Pad
7520-01-207—-4351
NPA: L.C. Industries For The Blind, Inc.,
Durham, North Carolina
Contract Activity: Office Supplies & Paper
Products Acquisition Center, New York,
New York

Patrick Rowe,

Deputy Executive Director.

[FR Doc. 04-7507 Filed 4—1-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6353-01-P

BROADCASTING BOARD OF
GOVERNORS

Sunshine Act Meeting

DATE AND TIME: April 7, 2004; 1:30 p.m.—
4 p.m.

PLACE: Radio Free Asia, Conference
Room, 2025 M Street, NW., Washington,
DC 20036.

CLOSED MEETING: The members of the
Broadcasting Board of Governors (BBG)
will meet in closed session to review
and discuss a number of issues relating
to U.S. Government-funded non-
military international broadcasting.
They will address internal procedural,
budgetary, and personnel issues, as well
as sensitive foreign policy issues
relating to potential options in the U.S.
international broadcasting field. This
meeting is closed because if open it
likely would either disclose matters that
would be properly classified to be kept
secret in the interest of foreign policy
under the appropriate executive order (5
U.S.C. 552b.(c)(1)) or would disclose
information the premature disclosure of
which would be likely to significantly
frustrate implementation of a proposed
agency action. (5 U.S.C. 552b.(c)(9)(B))
In addition, part of the discussion will
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