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information collection for the. FSA is 
using the Extending Government 
Funding and Delivering Emergency 
Assistance Act (Division B, Title 1, Pub. 
L. 117–43), to assist producers of 
livestock for losses incurred during 
calendar 2021 due to qualifying 
droughts or wildfires. 

Ruth Brown, 
Departmental Information Collection 
Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2022–07409 Filed 4–6–22; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–05–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Office of the Chief Financial Officer 

Agency Programs Subject to 
Intergovernmental Review 

AGENCY: Office of the Chief Financial 
Officer, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The United States Department 
of Agriculture (USDA) is publishing an 
updated list of USDA financial 
assistance programs which States may 
choose to review under their Single 
Point of Contact (SPOC) 
intergovernmental review processes. 
These programs are also eligible for 
intergovernmental review by directly 
affected State, areawide, regional, and 
local entities if a State does not have a 
SPOC or chooses not to review an 
application for USDA financial 
assistance. USDA is streamlining the 
intergovernmental review process. 
DATES: The list of financial assistance 
programs will be posted on the USDA 
website beginning April 7, 2022 and 
updated annually. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Tyson P. Whitney, Office of the Chief 
Financial Officer, Director, 
Transparency and Accountability 
Reporting Division, United States 
Department of Agriculture, 1400 
Independence Avenue SW, Washington, 
DC 20250–9011, 202–720–8978, 
tyson.whitney@usda.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As 
provided in 2 CFR 415.5, USDA 
published a notice in the Federal 
Register on December 4, 1987 (52 FR 
46109) which listed USDA financial 
assistance programs subject to review 
under Executive Order 12372 and 
Section 204 of the Demonstration Cities 
and Metropolitan Development Act 
(Section 204) and Section 401(a) of the 
Intergovernmental Cooperation Act of 
1968 (Section 401). This notice advises 
the public of the availability of a current 
list of USDA programs which States 

may choose to (1) review under their 
official Executive Order 12372 SPOC 
process or (2) are subject to the review 
process described at 2 CFR 415.9(a) if it 
does not have a SPOC or elects not to 
include an USDA program in the SPOC 
process. Executive Order 12372 exempts 
tribal programs from intergovernmental 
review. 

As part of a streamlining initiative, 
rather than posting changes to the list in 
Federal Register notices, USDA’s list of 
financial assistance programs subject to 
intergovernmental review will be posted 
on the USDA Office of the Chief 
Financial Officer website at https://
www.ocfo.usda.gov/FederalFinancial
AssistancePolicy. USDA will provide 
updates to the website annually. 

Tyson P. Whitney, 
Director, Transparency and Accountability 
Reporting Division. 
[FR Doc. 2022–07399 Filed 4–6–22; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–KS–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Food and Nutrition Service 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities: Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program: Reporting of 
Lottery and Gambling, and Resource 
Verification 

AGENCY: Food and Nutrition Service 
(FNS), USDA. 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, this 
notice invites the general public and 
other public agencies to comment on 
this proposed information collection. 
This is a revision of a currently 
approved collection and existing burden 
in use without a valid OMB control 
number in the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP). This 
information collection captures the 
burden associated with the requirement 
that States make ineligible SNAP 
participants with substantial lottery or 
gambling winnings and establish 
cooperative agreements with gaming 
entities within their States to identify 
SNAP participants with substantial 
winnings. Individuals and households 
are required to report substantial 
winnings. This revision removes the 
one-time start-up burden hours that 
were associated with establishing the 
collection of this information and 
modifies the ongoing burden hours 
associated with SNAP State agency 
eligibility workers in addition to 
bringing other burden activities 

associated with resource verification 
requirements into compliance. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or June 6, 2022. 
ADDRESSES: Comments may be sent to: 
Program Design Branch, Program 
Development Division, Food and 
Nutrition Service, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, 1320 Braddock Place, 5th 
Floor, Alexandria, VA 22314. Comments 
may also be submitted via email to 
Jessica Luna at 703–305- 4391 or via 
email to SNAPPDBRules@usda.gov. 
Comments will also be accepted through 
the Federal eRulemaking Portal. Go to 
http://www.regulations.gov, and follow 
the online instructions for submitting 
comments electronically. 

All responses to this notice will be 
summarized and included in the request 
for Office of Management and Budget 
approval. All comments will be a matter 
of public record. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of this information collection 
should be directed to Jessica Luna at 
703–305–4391. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Comments 
are invited on: (a) Whether the proposed 
collection of information is necessary 
for the proper performance of the 
functions of the agency, including 
whether the information shall have 
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the 
agency’s estimate of the burden of the 
proposed collection of information, 
including the validity of the 
methodology and assumptions that were 
used; (c) ways to enhance the quality, 
utility, and clarity of the information to 
be collected; and (d) ways to minimize 
the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, including use of appropriate 
automated, electronic, mechanical, or 
other technological collection 
techniques or other forms of information 
technology. 

Title: Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program: Reporting of 
Lottery and Gambling, and Resource 
Verification. 

Form Number: N/A. 
OMB Control Number: 0584–0621. 
Expiration Date: November 30, 2022. 
Type of Request: Revision of a 

currently approved collection and 
addition of an existing collection in use 
without an OMB control number. 

Abstract: 

Lottery and Gambling 

In accordance with section 4009 of 
the Agricultural Act of 2014, 
households in which members receive 
substantial lottery and gambling 
winnings are ineligible for SNAP until 
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they meet allowable financial resources 
and income eligibility requirements. 
Substantial winnings are defined as 
winnings that are equal to or greater 
than the resource limit for elderly or 
disabled households as defined in 7 
CFR 273.8(b). States are also required to 
work cooperatively with entities 
responsible for gaming in their State to 
identify individuals and households 
with substantial winnings. SNAP 
households must report substantial 
winnings to State SNAP agencies. These 
requirements at 7 CFR 273.11(r) were 
implemented in 2019 through final 
rulemaking titled ‘‘Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program: Student 
Eligibility, Convicted Felons, Lottery 
and Gambling, and State Verification 
Provisions of the Agricultural Act of 
2014’’, published on April 15, 2019 (84 
FR 15083, RIN 0584–AE41). A technical 
correction to the 60-Day Notice 
associated with this rulemaking was 
published on June 21, 2019 (84 FR 
29029, RIN 0584–AE41). 

In the process of renewing this 
information collection, FNS modified 
the reporting burden to remove the one- 
time start-up burden hours associated 
with the initial implementation of the 
requirements, such as establishing 
cooperative agreements. FNS also 
adjusted its calculation of burdens on 
State agency eligibility workers. 
Therefore, the burden for this set of 
requirements represents a decrease of 
¥408,406.25 burden hours from the 
previous approval for this collection. 

In the previous approval for this 
collection, the Agency assumed that 3 
State SNAP agencies do not have lottery 
or gambling entities and are not likely 
to incur burden related to the lottery 
and gambling requirements. Because 
there is not an authoritative and 
comprehensive source of lottery and 
gambling legality information 
nationwide, and given wide variation 
across States, the Agency maintains this 
assumption for the purposes of this 
renewal. 

The Agency assumes that the 50 State 
SNAP agencies subject to this 
requirement (the Agency assumes 3 
State SNAP agencies do not have lottery 
or gambling entities) have already 
established cooperative agreements with 
the public agency gaming entities (1 per 
State, 50 total) and private gaming 
entities (4 per State, 200 total) in their 
State. These agreements use 
computerized data matching to identify 
winners within the SNAP participation 
list. The gaming entities must input data 
on each individual with winnings over 
the winnings threshold into the 
matching system, which FNS estimates 
to take 5 minutes (.0835 hours). There 

is no national database of how many 
people win large amounts of money in 
State lotteries or through gaming 
activities. Therefore, FNS will continue 
to use the previously approved 
estimates as there has been no 
indication that they require adjustment. 
The Agency assumes that each of the 
public and private gaming entities 
would have 6,000 individuals (members 
of the general public) who win over the 
threshold each year and whose data 
would need to be uploaded to the 
matching system. The information 
technology staff from each State SNAP 
agency maintains the matching system, 
which the Agency estimates takes 320 
hours per year. Once the data is 
uploaded, the Agency assumes that 
matches occur automatically. 

FNS estimates that 27,500 SNAP 
households will receive substantial 
lottery winnings per year, with most 
instances identified via the matching 
systems. FNS assumes that the matching 
systems will identify approximately 
36,000 SNAP participants (average 720 
per State agency) nationally each year. 
Of these, the State agencies will find 
that approximately 23,000 (average 460 
per State agency) have actual substantial 
winnings (the others may be simply 
misidentified because of a similar name, 
inaccurate reporting, etc.). These 
matches are hereinafter referred to as 
‘‘substantive matches.’’ Under 7 CFR 
272.17 and 7 CFR 273.11(r), FNS 
anticipates that the 50 State SNAP 
agencies will receive approximately 
13,000 records (average 260 per State 
agency) annually with misidentified 
participants. It will take about 40 
minutes (.668 hours) for eligibility 
workers to identify each 
misidentification. 

For each substantive match, an 
eligibility worker will do the following: 

• The eligibility worker will generate 
a request for contact (RFC) requesting 
more information. The burden 
associated with RFCs is already 
accounted for in OMB Control Number 
0584–0064 (expiration 2/29/2024) and is 
not counted in the total burden of this 
information collection. 

• If the participant returns the RFC, 
the worker will review the returned 
information from the participant and 
engage in any additional verification. 
Under 7 CFR 272.17 and 7 CFR 
273.11(r), FNS estimates that this will 
take eligibility workers approximately 
20 minutes (.334 hours) and that 
approximately 80 percent of 
participants will return the RFCs. This 
estimate for the rate of return is based 
on a prior estimate in OMB Control 
Number 0584–0064 (expiration 2/29/ 
2024) regarding RFCs. Therefore, FNS 

estimates that eligibility workers will 
handle approximately 18,400 returned 
RFCs (average 368 per State agency) 
from substantive matches. 

• If the matched participant responds 
to the RFC and the eligibility worker 
finds them to be a substantial winner, 
the worker will close the case and send 
a notice of adverse action. If the 
participant does not return the RFC (an 
estimated 20 percent), the worker will 
close the case and send a notice of 
adverse action for failure to return the 
RFC. The burden associated with 
notices of adverse action is accounted 
for in OMB Control Number 0584–0064 
(expiration 2/29/2024) and is not 
counted in the total burden of this 
collection. 

Under 7 CFR 273.11(r), households 
are also required to report their 
substantial winnings to their State 
SNAP agency. Out of the 27,500 SNAP 
participants who will receive 
substantial lottery winnings, FNS 
estimates 23,000 substantial winners 
will be identified through the matching 
process and 4,500 households will self- 
report lottery and gambling winnings. 

In response to the 4,500 (average 90 
per State agency) households that self- 
report winnings, State eligibility 
workers will do the following: 

• Under 7 CFR 272.17 and 7 CFR 
273.11(r), Eligibility workers will review 
the information submitted by the 
participant. FNS estimates that this will 
take eligibility workers approximately 
11 minutes (0.1837 hours). This 
estimate is based on a prior estimate in 
OMB Control Number 0584–0064 
(expiration 2/29/2024) for a similar 
simplified reporting requirement for 
able-bodied adults without dependents. 

• If the eligibility worker finds the 
participant to be a substantial winner, 
the worker will close the case, and send 
notice of adverse action. Again, this 
burden is accounted for in OMB Control 
Number 0584–0064 (expiration 2/29/ 
2024) and is not counted in the total 
burden of this collection. 

Under 7 CFR 273.11(r), SNAP 
households identified as substantial 
lottery winners via the matching process 
will receive and potentially respond to 
RFCs and notices of adverse action. The 
participant burdens associated with 
RFCs and notices of adverse action are 
accounted for in OMB Control Number 
0584–0064 (expiration 2/29/2024) and 
are not counted in the total burden of 
this collection. FNS estimates that self- 
reporting households will spend 10 
minutes (.167 hours) per response to 
report their substantial winnings to the 
State SNAP agency. FNS utilized the 
estimate of 10 minutes based on a prior 
estimate in OMB Control Number 0584– 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 20:03 Apr 06, 2022 Jkt 256001 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\07APN1.SGM 07APN1kh
am

m
on

d 
on

 D
S

K
JM

1Z
7X

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S



20383 Federal Register / Vol. 87, No. 67 / Thursday, April 7, 2022 / Notices 

1 National Data Bank data from FY2020, FNS 
366–B, Total Initial Applications and Total 
Recertification Applications. OMB Control Number 
0584–0594 (expiration 7/31/2023). 

0064 (expiration 2/29/2024) for the time 
it takes a household to complete a 
periodic report. 

FNS recognizes that households who 
previously lost eligibility for SNAP due 
to lottery or gambling winnings may 
later re-apply to the program. The 
burden associated with submitting and 
processing applications is accounted for 
in OMB Control Number 0584–0064 
(expiration 2/29/2024) and is not 
counted in the total burden of this 
collection. 

This section of the information 
collection does not require any 
recordkeeping burden. 

Resource Verification 
Per Section 5(g) of the Food and 

Nutrition Act, all applicant households 
must meet the SNAP resource limits 
unless they are considered categorically 
eligible (Section 5(j) of the Food and 
Nutrition Act) for SNAP benefits. State 
eligibility workers must evaluate the 
resources available to each household to 
determine whether these households 
meet the SNAP resource limits as 
defined by 7 CFR 273.8(b). Resources 
are one of several criteria that SNAP 
State agencies use to determine SNAP 
eligibility and States may elect to 
mandate verification of resources (7 CFR 
273.2(f)(3)). All States must verify any 
resource information that appears to be 
questionable, in accordance with 7 CFR 
273.2(f)(2)(i). 

With this information collection 
request, FNS is seeking OMB approval 
for the burden hours associated with 
resource verification information that is 
currently being collected in violation 
without a valid OMB control number or 
approved by OMB. Therefore, the 
burden hours for this requirement 
represent an additional 2,913,736.63 
burden hours not included in the 
previous approval of this collection. 

Households are considered 
categorically eligible for SNAP if each 
member receives certain cash assistance 
benefits, including Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI) and Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) 
assistance. States also have the option to 
implement broad-based categorical 
eligibility policies to deem recipients of 
non-cash or in-kind TANF benefits or 
services to be categorically eligible for 
SNAP. Out of 53 SNAP State agencies, 
44 have adopted broad-based categorical 
eligibility policies. Therefore, only 9 
States currently collect resource 
information as part of the SNAP 
eligibility determination process. State 
agencies conducting this process may 
need to contact financial institutions, 
Departments of Motor Vehicles, and 
other entities to obtain documentation 

of a household’s resources. Households 
may need to submit proof of their 
available resources. 

In 2018, FNS consulted with 8 States 
operating the resource test to estimate 
the amount of time that State agency 
staff spent verifying resources with 
clients at initial certification and 
subsequent recertifications. Through 
this consultation with States, FNS 
learned that 4 States verify resources 
when reported resources are close to the 
limit or questionable (hereinafter 
referred to as ‘‘High Limit’’ States), 2 
States only verify when the report is 
questionable (‘‘Self-Attestation’’ States), 
and 2 States always verify resources 
(‘‘Always’’ States). For the purposes of 
this estimate, FNS assumes the 9th State 
verifies when a household is close to the 
asset limit or questionable (‘‘High 
Limit’’). In 2021, FNS confirmed that 
the following estimates remained 
accurate by consulting with States that 
verify resources. 

Using the estimates obtained during 
State consultation on resource 
verification, FNS estimates that State 
SNAP agency staff spend the following 
average times on resource verification: 

• ‘‘High Limit’’ or ‘‘Self-Attestation’’ 
Staff: 12.3 minutes (0.205 hours) per 
case at initial certification and 7.4 
minutes (0.123 hours) per case at 
recertification. 

• ‘‘Always’’ Staff: 43.75 minutes 
(0.729 hours) per case at initial 
certification and 26.25 minutes (0.438 
hours) per case at recertification. 

To estimate the total burden hours on 
State agencies, FNS applied these 
average times to the most recently 
available participation data (FY20) for 
SNAP initial and recertification 
applicant households in the 9 States 
that verify resources.1 

FNS then estimated the burden hours 
for households to provide verification 
using the same FY20 participation data. 
The Agency estimates that providing 
verification would take 4 minutes 
(0.0668 hours) per household at initial 
certification and 6 minutes (.1002 
hours) at recertification. These time 
estimates come from other verification 
activities in OMB Control Number 
0584–0064 (expiration 2/29/2024). 
Using the estimates above for the 
number of households in each State 
subject to verification requirements, 
FNS then calculated the total number of 
households in each State that would 
have to participate in this annual 
burden in the chart below. 

This section of the information 
collection does not require any new 
recordkeeping burden. The related 
recordkeeping burden for State agencies 
is currently covered under the approved 
information collection burden for 
application processing, OMB Control 
Number 0584–0064 (expiration 2/29/ 
2024), which accounts for the casefile 
documentation that States maintain for 
each SNAP household at 7 CFR 
273.2(f)(6). 

Reporting 

Affected Public Individuals/Household 

Respondent Type: SNAP households. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

30,977,197. 
Estimated Number of Responses per 

Respondent: 1.00. 
Estimated Total Annual Responses: 

30,977,197. 
Estimated Time per Response: 0.078. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden on 

Respondents: 2,421,974.31. 

Affected Public State Agencies 

Respondent Type: State SNAP 
agencies (50), State gambling and 
gaming entities (50). 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
100. 

Estimated Number of Responses per 
Respondent: 21,740.38. 

Estimated Total Annual Responses: 
2,174,038. 

Estimated Time per Response: 0.252. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden on 

Respondents: 548,170.07. 

Affected Public Business 

Respondent Type: Business private 
gambling and gaming entities. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
200. 

Estimated Number of Responses per 
Respondent: 6,000. 

Estimated Total Annual Responses: 
1,200,000. 

Estimated Time per Response: 0.08. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden on 

Respondents: 96,000.00. 

Total Affected Public 

Respondent Type: SNAP households, 
State SNAP agencies, State gambling 
and gaming entities, and business 
private gambling and gaming entities. 

Estimated Number of Respondents: 
30,977,497. 

Estimated Number of Responses per 
Respondent: 1.11. 

Estimated Total Annual Responses: 
34,351,235. 

Estimated Time per Response: 0.089. 
Estimated Total Annual Burden on 

Respondents: 3,066,144.38. 
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Cynthia Long, 
Administrator, Food and Nutrition Service. 
[FR Doc. 2022–07419 Filed 4–6–22; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–30–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Rural Utilities Service 

[Docket #RUS–22–ELECTRIC–0008] 

Next Era Energy Resources, LLC, 
Notice of Availability of a Final 
Environmental Impact Statement 

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of availability of a final 
environmental impact statement. 

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that 
the Rural Utilities Service (RUS), an 
agency within the Department of 
Agriculture (USDA), has prepared a 
Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIS) to meet its responsibilities under 
the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), RUS’s implementing 
regulations, and other applicable 
environmental requirements related to 
providing financial assistance for Next 
Era Energy Resources, LLC’s (NEER or 
the Applicant) proposed Skeleton Creek 
Solar and Battery Storage Project 
(Project). The Project is a proposed 250- 
megawatt (MW) solar array, plus 200- 
MW/800-megawatt-hour (MWh) storage 
facility using photovoltaic (PV) modules 
on private lands in Garfield County. 
RUS will also use the FEIS to meet its 
responsibilities under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, and 
its implementing regulations, 
‘‘Protection of Historic Properties’’. 
DATES: Written comments on this FEIS 
will be accepted no later than 30 days 
following the publication of the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency’s 
notice of receipt of the FEIS in the 
Federal Register (EPA Publication Date 
April 8, 2022). 
ADDRESSES: Submit comments to 
SkeletonCreekSolarPublicComments@
usda.gov. The FEIS and other Project- 
related information is available at the 
Rural Utilities Service website located at 
https://www.rd.usda.gov/ 
environmentalstudy/skeleton-creek- 
solar-and-battery-storage-project- 
garfield-county-oklahoma. 

All information related to the Project 
is available at this website. In addition, 
a hardcopy of the FEIS is available at 
the Enid Public Library, located at 120 
W Maine St., Enid, OK 73701. Parties 
wishing to be placed on the mailing list 
for future information or to receive hard 
or electronic copies of the EIS should 
send an email to 

SkeletonCreekSolarPublicComments@
usda.gov 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To 
receive copies of the FEIS or request 
information on the Project, the FEIS 
process, contact: Kristen Bastis, 
Archeologist, USDA, Rural Utilities 
Service, 1400 Independence Ave. SW, 
Mail Stop 1570, Washington, DC 20250, 
by phone at 202–692–4910, or email 
SkeletonCreekSolarPublicComments@
usda.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: RUS is 
serving as the lead Federal agency, as 
defined at 40 CFR 1501.7, for 
preparation of the FEIS. Cooperating 
agencies for this Project include the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers, 
the Bureau of Land Management, and 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs. The United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service is a 
participating agency for this Project. The 
following three federal agencies will use 
this FEIS to inform decisions about 
funding, authorizing, or permitting 
various components of the Project: 

• RUS will evaluate whether or not to 
provide Project financial assistance. 

• The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
will review the Applicant’s permit 
application, as required by Section 404 
under the Clean Water Act. 

• The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
will determine the likelihood of Project 
effects on listed species, as required 
under Section 7 of the Endangered 
Species Act. 

The FEIS addresses the construction 
and operation of the Project, which 
consists of a 250-MW solar array, plus 
200-MW/800-MWh storage facility in 
Garfield County, Oklahoma. The Project 
consists of four major components: 
Photovoltaic solar arrays, energy storage 
facilities, linear facilities, and 
transmission interconnection facilities 
(Proposed Action). The energy storage 
facilities consist of batteries, solar 
trackers, and solar power inverters. 
Linear facilities include a network of 
internal access roads, communication 
cables or lines, and a distribution power 
network for construction and operations 
control systems. The transmission 
interconnection facilities include a 
substation/switchyard that 
interconnects to the existing OG&E 345- 
kV Woodring Substation via a gen-tie 
line. These components are explained in 
detail in the FEIS. 

The Applicant is a utility company 
with more than 180 MW of battery 
energy storage systems in operation 
across the United States and Canada. 
Since the Applicant entered into a 
power purchase agreement with 
Western Farmers Electric Cooperative 
(WFEC) for the Project, the Project’s 

purpose and need is focused on meeting 
the energy buyer’s (WFEC) needs. 
WFEC’s objective is to provide safe, 
adequate, and reliable power to its 
members at the lowest reasonable cost. 
The Project would allow the Applicant 
to provide the additional generation 
capacity needed by WFEC to achieve 
these goals within the service territories 
of their member cooperatives. 
Specifically, the Project would provide 
a source of non-dispatchable power via 
solar panels that increase capacity, 
whereas battery storage would provide a 
source of dispatchable power that 
increases the reliability of generated 
power to the grid. The pairing of battery 
storage with solar panels would further 
allow WFEC to meet peak demand 
needs without adding additional fossil 
fuel consumption to the system. In 
addition, the Project would help WFEC 
and the Southwest Power Pool to 
continue to comply with Oklahoma 
legislative declarations to facilitate the 
delivery of renewable energy. 

Two additional alternatives, the Other 
Action Alternative and the No Action 
alternative, were evaluated in the FEIS. 
Under the No Action alternative, the 
Project would not be undertaken. Under 
the Other Action Alternative, the Project 
would be situated on buildable land 
located east of the Proposed Action. 

RUS used input provided by 
government agencies, private 
organizations, and the public in the 
preparation of the FEIS. RUS has 
considered all comments received on 
the Draft EIS and revised the EIS 
accordingly. Following the 30-day 
comment period for the FEIS, RUS will 
prepare a Record of Decision (ROD). A 
Notice announcing the availability of 
the ROD will be published in the 
Federal Register and in local 
newspapers. 

In accordance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act and 
its implementing regulation, ‘‘Protection 
of Historic Properties’’ (36 CFR 800) and 
as part of its broad environmental 
review process, RUS must take into 
account the effect of the proposed 
project on historic properties. Pursuant 
to 36 CFR 800.2(d)(3), RUS is using its 
procedures for public involvement 
under NEPA to meet its responsibilities 
to solicit and consider the views of the 
public during Section 106 review. Any 
party wishing to participate more 
directly with RUS as a ‘‘consulting 
party’’ in Section 106 review may 
submit a written request to the RUS 
contact provided in this notice. 

The proposed project involves 
unavoidable impacts to wetlands and 
floodplains; this Notice of Availability 
also serves as a statement of no 
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