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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Army Corps of Engineers

Intent To Prepare a Draft
Environmental Impact Statement
(DEIS) for a Special Area Management
for the San Jacinto River and Upper
Santa Margarita River Watersheds,
Riverside County, CA

AGENCY: U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
(DoD).
ACTION: Notice of intent.

SUMMARY: The U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps of Engineers) is
announcing its intent to prepare a DEIS
for a Special Area Management Plan
(SAMP). The SAMP is being developed
to address anticipated development,
infrastructure, and maintenance projects
and aquatic resources in the watersheds
of the San Jacinto River and Upper
Santa Margarita River (SAMP study
area). The DEIS will assess the impacts
of various land development and
aquatic resource protection alternatives
as set forth below and further identified
during the preparation of the SAMP.

The SAMP will provide a
comprehensive plan for protecting and
enhancing aquatic resources while
providing for the permitting of
reasonable economic development and
public infrastructure, in coordination
with local land use plans and a regional
Multi-Species Habitat Conservation Plan
(MSHCP) being developed by the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service for western
Riverside County. The SAMP will
provide a framework for a long-term
programmatic permitting process for
projects in the watersheds subject to the
Corps of Engineers’ permit authority
under section 404 of the Clean Water
Act. Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
regulates the discharge of dredged or fill
material into waters of the United
States, including wetlands.

In addition, the SAMP will include a
comprehensive reserve program for the
protection, restoration, and management
of aquatic resources within the study
area.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Questions about the proposed action
and DEIS can be answered by: Dr. Fari
Tabatabai, SAMP Program Coordinator,
(213) 452-3291,
ftabatabai@spl.usace.army.mil,
Regulatory Branch (CESPL-CO-RS),
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los
Angeles District, PO Box 532711, Los
Angeles, California 90053—2325.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Proposed Action: The Corps of
Engineers utilizes Special Area
Management Plans to assist in long-term

planning for regulatory actions under
section 404 of the Clean Water Act that
involve large areas, complex projects,
and sensitive aquatic resources. The
subject SAMP study area consists of San
Jacinto River and Upper Santa Margarita
River watersheds located in western
Riverside County.

The SAMP will describe an approach
and a set of actions to preserve,
enhance, and restore aquatic resources,
while allowing reasonable economic
development and construction and
maintenance of public infrastructure
facilities within the study area. Key
objectives of the SAMP for these two
watersheds in western Riverside County
are to: (1) Evaluate the extent and
condition of existing aquatic resources;
(2) develop a comprehensive reserve
program for the protection, restoration
and management of aquatic resources;
and (3) identify and evaluate alternative
land development scenarios in the
context of the aquatic resource reserve
program. Based on the SAMP, the Corps
of Engineers will identify potential areas
and/or activities suitable for
authorization using programmatic
permitting procedures under section
404 of the Clean Water Act. Activities
that may be authorized using such
programmatic permitting procedures
include, but are not limited to, the
construction of public infrastructure
such as roads, flood control projects and
utilities, maintenance of public
facilities, and residential, commercial,
industrial, and recreational
development.

The Corps of Engineers will develop
the SAMP in close coordination with
other agencies, including the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency, and
the California Regional Water Quality
Control Boards, as necessary. The Corps
of Engineers encourages active
participation by County and local
governments, concerned landowners
and the general public.

The California Department of Fish
and Game will cooperate in the SAMP
process by formulating a Master
Streambed Alteration Agreement
(MSAA) under sections 1601 and 1603
of the California Fish and Game Code
for activities in the SAMP study area
that affect lakes, rivers, streams and
associated riparian habitats subject to
the Department’s jurisdiction.

The environmental analysis and the
SAMP will be presented in a joint
federal and state document. The
California Department of Fish and Game
will prepare a Program Environmental
Impact Report (EIR) in accordance with
the California Environmental Quality
Act (CEQA) for the actions described in

the SAMP. A separate CEQA Notice of
Preparation (NOP) will be prepared and
published by the Department. The Corps
of Engineers and the Department of Fish
and Game will work cooperatively to
prepare a joint EIS/EIR document, and
to coordinate the public noticing and
hearing processes under federal and
state laws.

2. Alternatives: Alternatives that may
be considered include the following two
categories:

I. No-SAMP alternatives (also called
No-Action alternatives): (a) No SAMP
would be prepared, all future
development would be reviewed under
the current project-by-project review; (b)
No construction requiring a DA permit
would occur.

II. SAMP alternatives: Alternatives
that may be considered under this
category include those based on the
following goals: (a) Maximize
opportunities to protect, restore, and
manage aquatic resources while
allowing minimal impacts to aquatic
resources; (b) minimize new impacts to
aquatic resources in areas containing
high hydrologic, water quality, and
habitat integrity, or in low integrity
areas that serve as important corridors
or regionally rare aquatic resources; and
(c) limit new impacts in aquatic
resources that provide habitat for federal
and state listed aquatic species.
Programmatic DA Permit(s) would be
issued for specifically identified
activities and permitting criteria would
be established for other future activities
pursuant to the requirements of section
404 of the Clean Water Act. SAMP
alternatives would be developed in
consideration of the on-going MSHCP
that seek to maximize the opportunities
to protect, restore and manage aquatic
resources. SAMP alternatives also
would address alternative methods and
institutional arrangements for aquatic
resource reserve management.

3. Scoping Process: The Corps’
scoping process for the DEIS will
involve soliciting written comments and
a public meeting. Potentially significant
issues to be analyzed in the DEIS
include aquatic resources, surface water
quality, threatened and endangered
species, and cultural resources.

4. Other environmental review,
consultation requirements or
considerations include compliance with
section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act and section 7 of the
Endangered Species Act.

Public Scoping:
A public scoping meeting to receive
input on the scope of the DEIS will be

conducted on January 23, 2003 at 6:30—
9 pm. at the Simpson Center located at
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305 E. Devonshire Avenue, Hemet, CA
92543. This meeting will address both
the DEIS for the SAMP and the EIR for
the MSAA. The public scoping will be
conducted in an open-house format.

Schedule

The estimated date the DEIS will be
made available to the public is
November 2003.

Dated: December 16, 2002.

Richard G. Thompson,

Colonel, U.S. Army, District Engineer.

[FR Doc. 02—32457 Filed 12—24-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3710-92-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Notice of Proposed Information
Collection Requests

AGENCY: Department of Education.
SUMMARY: The Leader, Regulatory
Management Group, Office of the Chief
Information Officer, invites comments
on the proposed information collection
requests as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995.
DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before February
24, 2003.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
3506 of the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995 (44 U.S.C. chapter 35) requires that
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) provide interested Federal
agencies and the public an early
opportunity to comment on information
collection requests. OMB may amend or
waive the requirement for public
consultation to the extent that public
participation in the approval process
would defeat the purpose of the
information collection, violate State or
Federal law, or substantially interfere
with any agency’s ability to perform its
statutory obligations. The Leader,
Regulatory Management Group, Office
of the Chief Information Officer,
publishes that notice containing
proposed information collection
requests prior to submission of these
requests to OMB. Each proposed
information collection, grouped by
office, contains the following: (1) Type
of review requested, e.g. new, revision,
extension, existing or reinstatement; (2)
title; (3) summary of the collection; (4)
description of the need for, and
proposed use of, the information; (5)
respondents and frequency of
collection; and (6) reporting and/or
recordkeeping burden. OMB invites
public comment.

The Department of Education is
especially interested in public comment
addressing the following issues: (1) Is

this collection necessary to the proper
functions of the Department; (2) will
this information be processed and used
in a timely manner; (3) is the estimate
of burden accurate; (4) how might the
Department enhance the quality, utility,
and clarity of the information to be
collected; and (5) how might the
Department minimize the burden of this
collection on the respondents, including
through the use of information
technology.

Dated: December 19, 2002.
John D. Tressler,

Leader, Regulatory Management Group,
Office of the Chief Information Officer.

Office of Postsecondary Education

Type of Review: Revision .

Title: The Evaluation of Exchange,
Language, International and Area
Studies (EELIAS), NRC, FLAS, IIPP,
UISFUL, BIE, CIBE, AORC, Language
Resource Centers (LRC), International
Studies and Research (IRS), Fulbright-
Hays Faculty Research Abroad (FRA),
Fulbright-Hays Doctoral Dissertation
Research Abroad (DDRA), Fulbright-
Hays Seminars Abroad (SA), Fulbright-
Hays Group Projects Abroad (GPA), and
the Technology Innovation and
Cooperation for Foreign Information
Access (TICFIA) Programs.

Frequency: Annually.

Affected Public: Not-for-profit
institutions.

Reporting and Recordkeeping Hour
Burden:

Responses: 2,595.
Burden Hours: 30,770.

Abstract: LRG, IRS, FRA, DDRA, SA,
GPA, and TICFIA are being added for
clearance to the system that already
contains seven other programs.
Information collection assist
International Education and Graduate
Programs Services (IEGPS) in meeting
program planning and evaluation
requirements. Program officers require
performance information to justify
continuation funding, and grantees use
this information for self evaluations and
to request continuation funding from
the Department of Education.

Written requests for information
should be addressed to Vivian Reese,
Department of Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue, SW., Room 4050, Regional
Office Building 3, Washington, DC
20202-4651 or to the e-mail address
vivian_reese@ed.gov. Requests may also
be faxed to 202-708-9346. Please
specify the complete title of the
information collection when making
your request.

Comments regarding burden and/or
the collection activity requirements
should be directed to Joseph Schubart at

his e-mail address Joe.Schubart@ed.gov.
Individuals who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877—
8339.

[FR Doc. 02—32461 Filed 12—24—-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Notice of Proposed Information
Collection Requests

AGENCY: Department of Education.

SUMMARY: The Leader, Regulatory
Management Group, Office of the Chief
Information Officer, invites comments
on the proposed information collection
requests as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before February
24, 2003.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
3506 of the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995 (44 U.S.C. Chapter 35) requires
that the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) provide interested
Federal agencies and the public an early
opportunity to comment on information
collection requests. OMB may amend or
waive the requirement for public
consultation to the extent that public
participation in the approval process
would defeat the purpose of the
information collection, violate State or
Federal law, or substantially interfere
with any agency’s ability to perform its
statutory obligations. The Leader,
Regulatory Management Group, Office
of the Chief Information Officer,
publishes that notice containing
proposed information collection
requests prior to submission of these
requests to OMB. Each proposed
information collection, grouped by
office, contains the following: (1) Type
of review requested, e.g. new, revision,
extension, existing or reinstatement; (2)
Title; (3) Summary of the collection; (4)
Description of the need for, and
proposed use of, the information; (5)
Respondents and frequency of
collection; and (6) Reporting and/or
Recordkeeping burden. OMB invites
public comment.

The Department of Education is
especially interested in public comment
addressing the following issues: (1) Is
this collection necessary to the proper
functions of the Department; (2) will
this information be processed and used
in a timely manner; (3) is the estimate
of burden accurate; (4) how might the
Department enhance the quality, utility,
and clarity of the information to be
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