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Maryland, Served by Delaware State 
Office. 

Massachusetts, Connecticut, & Rhode 
Island State Office, 451 West Street, 
Amherst, MA 01002, (413) 253–4333, 
TDD (413) 253–4590, Arlene Nunes. 

Michigan State Office, 3001 Coolidge 
Road, Suite 200, East Lansing, MI 
48823, (517) 324–5192, TDD (517) 
337–6795, Julie Putnam. 

Minnesota State Office, 375 Jackson 
Street Building, Suite 410, St. Paul, 
MN 55101–1853, (651) 602–7812, 
TDD (651) 602–7830, Nancy Schmidt. 

Mississippi State Office, Federal 
Building, Suite 831, 100 W. Capitol 
Street, Jackson, MS 39269, (601) 965– 
4325, TDD (601) 965–5850, Darnella 
Smith-Murray. 

Missouri State Office, 601 Business 
Loop 70 West, Parkade Center, Suite 
235, Columbia, MO 65203, (573) 876– 
0987, TDD (573) 876–9480, Rachelle 
Long. 

Montana State Office, 900 Technology 
Blvd., Suite B, Bozeman, MT 59718, 
(406) 585–2515, TDD (406) 585–2562, 
Deborah Chorlton. 

Nebraska State Office, Federal Building, 
Room 152, 100 Centennial Mall N, 
Lincoln, NE 68508, (402) 437–5734, 
TDD (402) 437–5093, Linda Anders. 

Nevada State Office, 1390 South Curry 
Street, Carson City, NV 89703–5146, 
(775) 887–1222 (ext. 25), TDD (775) 
885–0633, William Brewer. 

New Hampshire State Office, Concord 
Center, Suite 218, Box 317, 10 Ferry 
Street, Concord, NH 03301–5004, 
(603) 223–6050, TDD (603) 229–0536, 
Robert McCarthy. 

New Jersey State Office, 5th Floor North 
Suite 500, 8000 Midlantic Dr., Mt. 
Laurel, NJ 08054, (856) 787–7740, 
TDD (856) 787–7784, George Hyatt, 
Jr.. 

New Mexico State Office, 6200 Jefferson 
St., NE, Room 255, Albuquerque, NM 
87109, (505) 761–4944, TDD (505) 
761–4938, Susan Gauna. 

New York State Office, The Galleries of 
Syracuse, 441 S. Salina Street, Suite 
357 5th Floor, Syracuse, NY 13202, 
(315) 477–6421, TDD (315) 477–6421, 
Michael Bosak. 

North Carolina State Office, 4405 Bland 
Road, Suite 260, Raleigh, NC 27609, 
(919) 873–2066, TDD (919) 873–2003, 
Beverly Casey. 

North Dakota State Office, Federal 
Building, Room 208, 220 East Rosser, 
P.O. Box 1737, Bismarck, ND 58502, 
(701) 530–2049, TDD (701) 530–2113, 
Kathy Lake. 

Ohio State Office, Federal Building, 
Room 507, 200 North High Street, 
Columbus, OH 43215–2477, (614) 
255–2409, TDD (614) 255–2554, Cathy 
Simmons. 

Oklahoma State Office, 100 USDA, Suite 
108, Stillwater, OK 74074–2654, (405) 
742–1070, TDD (405) 742–1007, Ivan 
S. Graves. 

Oregon State Office, 1201 NE Lloyd 
Blvd., Suite 801, Portland, OR 97232, 
(503) 414–3325, TDD (503) 414–3387, 
Sherryl Gleason. 

Pennsylvania State Office, One Credit 
Union Place, Suite 330, Harrisburg, 
PA 17110–2996, (717) 237–2281, TDD 
(717) 237–2261, Martha Eberhart. 

Puerto Rico State Office, 654 Munoz 
Rivera Avenue, IBM Plaza, Suite 601, 
Hato Rey, PR 00918, (787) 766–5095 
(ext. 249), TDD (787) 766–5332, 
Lourdes Colon. 

Rhode Island, Served by Massachusetts 
State Office. 

South Carolina State Office, Strom 
Thurmond Federal Building, 1835 
Assembly Street, Room 1007, 
Columbia, SC 29201, (803) 253–3432, 
TDD (803) 765–5697, Larry D. Floyd. 

South Dakota State Office, Federal 
Building, Room 210, 200 Fourth 
Street, SW, Huron, SD 57350, (605) 
352–1132, TDD (605) 352–1147, Roger 
Hazuka or Pam Reilly. 

Tennessee State Office, Suite 300, 3322 
West End Avenue, Nashville, TN 
37203–1084, (615) 783–1375, TDD 
(615) 783–1397, Don Harris. 

Texas State Office, Federal Building, 
Suite 102, 101 South Main, Temple, 
TX 76501, (254) 742–9765, TDD (254) 
742–9712, Scooter Brockette. 

Utah State Office, Wallace F. Bennett 
Federal Building, 125 S. State Street, 
Room 4311, Salt Lake City, UT 
84147–0350, (801) 524–4325, TDD 
(801) 524–3309, Janice Kocher. 

Vermont State Office, City Center, 3rd 
Floor, 89 Main Street, Montpelier, VT 
05602, (802) 828–6021, TDD (802) 
223–6365, Heidi Setien. 

Virgin Islands, Served by Florida State 
Office. 

Virginia State Office, Culpeper Building, 
Suite 238, 1606 Santa Rosa Road, 
Richmond, VA 23229, (804) 287– 
1596, TDD (804) 287–1753, CJ 
Michels. 

Washington State Office, 1835 Black 
Lake Blvd., Suite B, Olympia, WA 
98512, (360) 704–7730, TDD (360) 
704–7760, Susan McKitrick. 

Western Pacific Territories, Served by 
Hawaii State Office. 

West Virginia State Office, Federal 
Building, 75 High Street, Room 320, 
Morgantown, WV 26505–7500, (304) 
284–4872, TDD (304) 284–4836, 
David Cain. 

Wisconsin State Office, 4949 Kirschling 
Court, Stevens Point, WI 54481, (715) 
345–7676, TDD (715) 345–7614, 
Cheryl Halverson. 

Wyoming State Office, P.O. Box 11005, 
Casper, WY 82602, (307) 233–6715, 
TDD (307) 233–6733, Alan Brooks. 
Dated: April 5, 2010. 

Tammye Treviño, 
Administrator Rural Housing Service. 
[FR Doc. 2010–8455 Filed 4–13–10; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–XV–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Rural Housing Service 

Notice of Funding Availability: Rural 
Development Voucher Program 

AGENCY: Rural Housing Service, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice of Rural Development 
Voucher Program Availability 

SUMMARY: This notice informs the public 
that the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) in Fiscal Year 2006 established 
a demonstration Rural Development 
Voucher Program, as authorized under 
Section 542 of the Housing Act of 1949 
as amended, (without regard to Section 
542(b)). This notice informs the public 
that funding is now available for the 
Rural Development Voucher Program. 
The notice also sets forth the general 
policies and procedures for use of these 
vouchers for fiscal Year 2010. Pursuant 
to the requirements in the Agriculture, 
Rural Development, Food and Drug 
Administration, and Related Agencies 
Appropriations Act, 2010, Public Law 
111–80 (October 16, 2009), Rural 
Development Vouchers are only 
available to low income tenants of Rural 
Development-financed multifamily 
properties where the section 515 loan 
has been prepaid, either through 
prepayment or a foreclosure action, 
prior to the loan’s maturity date and 
after September 30, 2005. 
DATES: April 14, 2010. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Stephanie B.M. White, Director, Multi- 
Family Housing Portfolio Management 
Division, Rural Development, U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, 1400 
Independence Avenue, SW., STOP 
0782, Washington, DC 20250–0782, 
telephone (202) 720–1615. Persons with 
hearing or speech impairments may 
access this number via TDD by calling 
the toll-free Federal Information Relay 
Service at 800–877–8339. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
The Agriculture, Rural Development, 

Food and Drug Administration, and 
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 
2010 (Pub. L. 111–80) (Appropriations 
Act, 2010) was enacted on October 16, 
2009, and appropriated $16,400,000 to 
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USDA for the Rural Development 
Voucher Program as authorized under 
Section 542 of the Housing Act of 1949, 
as amended, 42 U.S.C. 1471 et. seq. 
(without regard to Section 542(b)). 

The Appropriations Act, 2010 
provided that the Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture shall carry 
out the Rural Development Voucher 
Program as follows: 

That of the funds made available under 
this heading, $16,400,000 shall be available 
for rural housing vouchers to any low-income 
household (including those not receiving 
Rental Assistance) residing in a property 
financed with a Section 515 loan which has 
been prepaid after September 30, 2005: 
Provided further, That the amount of such 
voucher shall be the difference between 
comparable market rent for the Section 515 
unit and the tenant paid rent for such unit: 
Provided further, That funds made available 
for such vouchers shall be subject to the 
availability of annual appropriations: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall, to 
the maximum extent practicable, administer 
such vouchers with current regulations and 
administrative guidance applicable to 
Section 8 housing vouchers administered by 
the Secretary of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD). 

This notice outlines the process for 
providing voucher assistance to the 
eligible impacted families when an 
owner prepays a Section 515 loan or 
USDA action results in a foreclosure 
after September 30, 2005. 

Design Features of the Rural 
Development Voucher Program 

This section sets forth the design 
features of the Rural Development 
Voucher Program, including the 
eligibility of families, the inspection of 
the units, and the calculation of the 
subsidy amount. 

Rural Development Vouchers under 
this part are administered by the Rural 
Housing Service; an agency under the 
Rural Development mission area, in 
accordance with requirements set forth 
in this Notice of Funds Availability 
(NOFA) and further explained in, ‘‘The 
Rural Development Voucher Program 
Guide,’’ which can be obtained by 
contacting any Rural Development 
office. Contact information for Rural 
Development offices can be found at 
http://offices.sc.egov.usda.gov/locator/ 
app. These requirements are generally 
based on the housing choice voucher 
program regulations of HUD set forth at 
24 CFR part 982, unless otherwise noted 
by this NOFA. 

The Rural Development Voucher 
Program is intended to offer protection 
to eligible multifamily housing tenants 
in properties financed through Rural 
Development’s Section 515 Rural Rental 
Housing Program (515 property) who 

may be subject to economic hardship 
through prepayment of the Rural 
Development mortgage. When the 
owner of a 515 property pays off the 
loan prior to the loan’s maturity date 
(either through prepayment or 
foreclosure action), the Rural 
Development affordable housing 
requirements and rental assistance 
subsidies generally cease to exist. Rents 
may increase, thereby making the 
housing unaffordable to tenants. When 
a prepayment occurs, whether or not the 
rent increases, the tenant will be 
responsible for the full payment of rent. 
The Rural Development Voucher 
Program applies to any 515 property 
where the mortgage is paid off prior to 
the maturity date in the promissory note 
and the payment occurs after September 
30, 2005. This includes foreclosed 
properties. Tenants in foreclosed 
properties are eligible for a Rural 
Development Voucher under the same 
conditions as properties that go through 
the standard prepayment process. 

The Rural Development Voucher will 
help tenants by providing an annual 
rental subsidy, renewable on the terms 
and conditions set forth herein and 
subject to the availability of funds, that 
will supplement the tenant’s rent 
payment. This program enables a tenant 
to make an informed decision about 
remaining in the property, moving to a 
new property, or obtaining other 
financial housing assistance. Low- 
income tenants in the prepaying 
property are eligible to receive a 
voucher to use at their current rental 
property, or to take to any other rental 
unit in the United States and its 
territories. 

There are some general limitations on 
the use of a voucher: 

(1) The rental unit must pass a Rural 
Development health and safety 
inspection, and the owner must be 
willing to accept a Rural Development 
Voucher; 

(2) Also, Rural Development Vouchers 
cannot be used for units in subsidized 
housing like Section 8 and public 
housing where two housing subsidies 
would result. The Rural Development 
Voucher may be used for rental units in 
other properties financed by Rural 
Development, but it will not be used in 
combination with the Rural 
Development Rental Assistance 
program. 

(3) The Rural Development Voucher 
may not be used to purchase a home. 

1. Family Eligibility 
In order to be eligible for the Rural 

Development Voucher under this 
NOFA, a family must (a) be residing in 
the Section 515 project on the date of 

the prepayment of the Section 515 loan 
or upon foreclosure by Rural 
Development; (b) the date of the 
prepayment or foreclosure must be after 
September 30, 2005; (c) As required by 
42 U.S.C. section 1436a, the tenant must 
be a United States citizen, United States 
non-citizen national or qualified alien 
and will so provide proof of citizenship 
to Rural Development using one of the 
following: 

Copy of U.S. Passport (unexpired or 
expired). 

Copy of U.S. Military ID card 
(unexpired). 

Copy of U.S. Military dependent’s ID 
card (unexpired). 

Copy of a birth certificate issued by a 
state, county, municipal authority, or 
outlying possession of the United States 
bearing an official seal. 

Copy of Certificate of U.S. Citizenship 
(Form N–560 or N–561). 

Copy of Certificate of Naturalization 
(Form N–550 or N–570). 

Copy of US Citizen ID card (Form 1– 
197). 

Copy of ID card for use of Resident 
Citizen in the United States (Form I– 
179). 

Copy of Permanent Resident Card or 
Alien Registration Receipt Card with 
photograph (Form I–151 or I–1551). 

Copy of Certification of Birth Abroad 
issued by the Department of State (Form 
FS–545 or Form DS–1350), and; (d) the 
family must be a low-income family on 
the date of the prepayment or 
foreclosure. A low-income family is a 
family whose annual income does not 
exceed 80 percent of the family median 
income for the area as defined by HUD. 
HUD’s definition of median income can 
be found at: http://www.huduser.org/ 
portal/datasets/il/ 
index_il2009_mfi.html. 

During the prepayment or foreclosure 
process, Rural Development will 
evaluate every tenant family to 
determine if it is low income. If Rural 
Development determines a family is 
low-income, immediately following the 
foreclosure or prepayment Rural 
Development will send the primary 
tenant a letter offering the family a 
voucher and will enclose a Voucher 
Obligation Request Form. If the family 
wants to participate in the Rural 
Development Voucher Program, the 
tenant has 10 months from the date of 
prepayment or foreclosure to return the 
Voucher Obligation Request Form to the 
local Rural Development office. 

If Rural Development makes a 
determination that the tenant is 
ineligible for any reason, Rural 
Development will provide 
administrative appeal rights pursuant to 
7 CFR part 11. 
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2. Obtaining a Voucher 

Rural Development will monitor the 
prepayment request process or 
foreclosure process. During the 
prepayment request process or 
foreclosure process, Rural Development 
will send all tenants letters notifying 
them of the voucher program. The 
tenant notice will include a description 
of the Rural Development Voucher 
Program, a Voucher Obligation Request 
Form, and letter from Rural 
Development offering the tenant 
participation in Rural Development 
Voucher Program. As part of 
prepayment or foreclosure Rural 
Development will obtain a rent 
comparability study for the property 
ninety days prior to the date of 
prepayment or foreclosure. The rent 
comparability study will be used to 
calculate the amount of voucher each 
tenant is entitled to receive. All tenants 
will be notified if they are eligible and 
the amount of the voucher immediately 
following the date of prepayment or 
foreclosure. Once the primary tenant 
returns the Voucher Obligation Request 
Form and proof of citizenship to Rural 
Development office, a voucher will be 
issued within 30 days. All information 
necessary for a housing search, 
explanations of unit acceptability, and 
Rural Development contact information 
will be provided by Rural Development 
to the tenant at the time the Voucher 
Obligation Form and proof of 
citizenship is received. 

The family receiving a Rural 
Development Voucher has an initial 
search period of 60 calendar days from 
issuance of the voucher to find a 
housing unit. At its discretion, Rural 
Development may grant one or more 
extensions of the initial search period 
for up to an additional 60 days. The 
maximum voucher search period for any 
family participating in the Rural 
Development Voucher Program is 120 
days. If the family needs and requests an 
extension of the initial search period as 
a reasonable accommodation to make 
the program accessible to a disabled 
family member, Rural Development will 
extend the voucher search period. If the 
Rural Development Voucher remains 
unused after a period of 150 days from 
original issuance, the Rural 
Development Voucher will become 
void, any funding will be cancelled, and 
the tenant will no longer be eligible to 
receive a Rural Development Voucher. 

3. Initial Lease Term 

The initial lease term for the housing 
unit where the family wishes to use the 
Rural Development Voucher must be for 
1 year. 

4. Inspection of Units and Unit 
Approval 

Rural Development will inspect and 
determine if the housing standard is 
acceptable within 30 days of Rural 
Development’s receipt of the HUD Form 
52517. The inspection standards 
currently in effect for the Rural 
Development Section 515 Multi-Family 
Housing Program apply to the Rural 
Development Voucher Program. Rural 
Development must inspect the unit and 
ensure that the unit meets the housing 
inspection standards set forth at 7 CFR 
Section 3560.103. Under no 
circumstances may Rural Development 
make voucher rental payments for any 
period of time prior to the date that 
Rural Development physically inspects 
the unit and determines the unit meets 
the housing inspection standards. In the 
case of properties financed by Rural 
Development under the Section 515 
program, Rural Development may 
accept the results of physical 
inspections performed no more than one 
year prior to the date of receipt by Rural 
Development of Form HUD 52517, in 
order to make determinations on 
acceptable housing standards. Before 
approving a family’s assisted tenancy or 
executing a Housing Assistance 
Payments contract, Rural Development 
must determine that the following 
conditions are met: (1) The unit has 
been inspected by Rural Development 
and passes the housing standards 
inspection or has otherwise been found 
acceptable as noted previously; and (2) 
the lease includes the HUD Tenancy 
Addendum. A copy of the HUD 
Tenancy Addendum will be provided 
when the tenant is informed he/she is 
eligible for a voucher. 

Once the conditions in the above 
paragraph are met, Rural Development 
will approve the unit for leasing. Rural 
Development will then execute with the 
owner a Housing Assistance Payments 
(HAP) contract, Form HUD–52641. The 
HAP contract must be executed before 
Rural Development Voucher payments 
can be made. Rural Development will 
use its best efforts to execute the HAP 
contract on behalf of the family before 
the beginning of the lease term. In the 
event that this does not occur, the HAP 
contract may be executed up to 60 
calendar days after the beginning of the 
lease term. If the HAP contract is 
executed during this 60-day period, 
Rural Development will pay retroactive 
housing assistance payments to cover 
the portion of the approved lease term 
before execution of the HAP contract. 
Any HAP contract executed after the 60- 
day period is untimely, and Rural 
Development will not pay any housing 

assistance payment to the owner for that 
period. In establishing the effective date 
of the voucher HAP contracts, Rural 
Development may not execute a housing 
assistance payments contract that is 
effective prior to the Section 515 loan 
prepayment. 

5. Subsidy Calculations for Rural 
Development Vouchers 

As stated earlier, if eligible the tenant 
will be notified of the voucher amount 
immediately following prepayment or 
foreclosure. The monthly housing 
assistance payment for the Rural 
Development Voucher Program is the 
difference between the comparable 
market rent for the family’s former 
Section 515 unit and the tenant’s rent 
contribution on the date of the 
prepayment. The tenant can appeal 
Rural Development’s determination of 
the voucher amount through USDA’s 
administrative appeal process, see 7 
CFR part 11. The voucher amount will 
be based on the comparable market rent; 
the voucher amount will never exceed 
the comparable market rent at the time 
of prepayment for the tenant’s unit if the 
tenant chooses to stay in-place. Also, in 
no event may the Rural Development 
Voucher payment exceed the actual 
tenant lease rent. The amount of the 
voucher does not change over time or if 
the tenant chooses to move to a more 
expensive location. 

6. Mobility and Portability of Rural 
Development Vouchers 

An eligible family that is issued a 
Rural Development Voucher may elect 
to use the assistance in the same project 
or may choose to move to another 
location. The Rural Development 
Voucher may be used at the prepaid 
property or any other rental unit in the 
United States and its territories that 
passes Rural Development physical 
inspection standards, where the owner 
will accept a Rural Development 
Voucher and execute a Form HUD 
52641. Tenants and Landlords must 
inform Rural Development if the tenant 
plans to move during the HAP 
agreement term, even to a new unit in 
the same complex. All moves (within a 
complex or to another complex) require 
a new obligation and a new HAP 
agreement. In addition, HUD Section 8 
and Federally-assisted public housing is 
excluded from the Rural Development 
Voucher Program because these units 
are already federally subsidized. 
Tenants with a Rural Development 
Voucher would have to give up the 
Rural Development Voucher to accept 
the assistance at those properties. The 
Rural Development Voucher may be 
used in other properties financed by 

VerDate Nov<24>2008 17:27 Apr 13, 2010 Jkt 220001 PO 00000 Frm 00009 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\14APN1.SGM 14APN1sr
ob

in
so

n 
on

 D
S

K
H

W
C

L6
B

1P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 N
O

T
IC

E
S



19356 Federal Register / Vol. 75, No. 71 / Wednesday, April 14, 2010 / Notices 

Rural Development, but it cannot be 
used in combination with the Rural 
Development Rental Assistance 
program. Tenants with a Rural 
Development Voucher that apply for 
housing in a Rural Development- 
financed property must choose between 
using the voucher or Rental Assistance. 
If the tenant relinquishes the Rural 
Development Voucher in favor of Rental 
Assistance, the tenant is not eligible to 
receive another Rural Development 
Voucher. 

7. Term of Funding and Conditions for 
Renewal for Rural Development 
Vouchers 

The Rural Development Voucher 
Program provides voucher assistance for 
12 monthly payments. The voucher is 
issued to the household in the name of 
the primary tenant. If the primary tenant 
dies during the term of the voucher, 
after Rural Development receives notice 
of the death, the use of the voucher 
passes to the co-tenant. 

The voucher is renewable subject to 
the availability of appropriations to the 
USDA. In order to renew a voucher, a 
tenant must return a signed Voucher 
Obligation Form which will be sent to 
the tenant within 60–90 days before the 
current voucher expires. 

In order to ensure continued 
eligibility to use the Rural Development 
Voucher, at the time they apply for 
renewal of the voucher, tenants must 
certify that the current family income 
does not exceed 80% of family median 
income. Rural Development will advise 
the tenant of the maximum income level 
when the renewal Voucher Obligation 
Form is sent. 

Renewal requests will have no 
preference and will be processed as a 
new application as described in this 
NOFA. 

8. Non-Discrimination Statement 
‘‘The U.S. Department of Agriculture 

(USDA) prohibits discrimination in all 
its programs and activities on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, 
marital status, familial status, parental 
status, religion, sexual orientation, 
genetic information, political beliefs, 
reprisal, or because all or a part of an 
individual’s income is derived from any 
public assistance program. (Not all 
prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of 
program information (Braille, large 
print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720– 
2600 (voice and TDD). To file a 
complaint of discrimination write to 
USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 

1400 Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC 20250–9410 or call 
(800) 795–3272 (voice) or (202) 720– 
6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal 
opportunity provider, employer, and 
lender.’’ 

9. Paperwork Reduction Act 

The information collection 
requirements contained in this 
document are those of the Housing 
Choice Voucher Program, which have 
been approved by the Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB) under 
the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 
(44 U.S.C. 3501–3520) and assigned 
OMB control number 2577–0169. In 
accordance with the Paperwork 
Reduction Act, HUD may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, a collection of information 
unless the collection displays a 
currently valid OMB control number. 

Dated: April 6, 2010. 
Tammye Treviño, 
Administrator, Rural Housing Service. 
[FR Doc. 2010–8454 Filed 4–13–10; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–XV–P 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration 

Proposed Information Collection; 
Comment Request; Atlantic Surfclam 
and Ocean Quahog Framework 
Adjustment I 

AGENCY: National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Commerce, as part of its continuing 
effort to reduce paperwork and 
respondent burden, invites the general 
public and other Federal agencies to 
take this opportunity to comment on 
proposed and/or continuing information 
collections, as required by the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
submitted on or before June 14, 2010. 
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments 
to Diana Hynek, Departmental 
Paperwork Clearance Officer, 
Department of Commerce, Room 6625, 
14th and Constitution Avenue, NW., 
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the 
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Requests for additional information or 
copies of the information collection 
instrument and instructions should be 
directed to Tim Cardiasmenos, (978) 

281–9204 or 
Timothy.Cardiasmenos@noaa.gov. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Abstract 

Under the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, the 
Secretary of Commerce (Secretary) has 
the responsibility for the conservation 
and management of marine fishery 
resources. Much of this responsibility 
has been delegated to the NOAA’s 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS). Under this stewardship role, 
the Secretary was given certain 
regulatory authorities to ensure the most 
beneficial uses of these resources. One 
of the regulatory steps taken to carry out 
the conservation and management 
objectives is to collect data from users 
of the resource. Thus, as regional 
Fishery Management Councils develop 
specific Fishery Management Plans 
(FMP), the Secretary has promulgated 
rules for the issuance and use of a 
Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) and to 
obtain fishery-dependent data to 
monitor, evaluate, and enforce fishery 
regulations. 

Framework Adjustment 1 (FW1) to 
the Atlantic Surf Clam and Ocean 
Quahog FMP contains a VMS 
requirement for surfclam and ocean 
quahog vessels participating in the 
individual transferable quota program 
and limited access Maine mahogany 
quahog vessels. VMS was identified as 
a need in this fishery to (1) Eliminate 
the requirement to notify NMFS Office 
of Law Enforcement (OLE) via telephone 
prior to beginning a fishing trip, 

(2) facilitate the monitoring of areas 
closed to fishing due to environmental 
degradation (e.g., harmful algal blooms 
and former dump sites for military 
munitions), and 

(3) facilitate the monitoring of borders 
between state and Federal fishing 
jurisdictions. 

II. Method of Collection 

All information is submitted 
electronically through VMS units. 

III. Data 

OMB Control Number: 0648–0558. 
Form Number: None. 
Type of Review: Regular submission. 
Affected Public: Business and other 

for-profit organizations. 
Estimated Number of Respondents: 

62. 
Estimated Time Per Response: 1 

minute per trip for VMS declaration; 5 
minutes for VMS certification form; 5 
minutes for telephone call to verify 
proper VMS installation; 30 minutes for 
VMS power-down authorization. 
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