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be provided in the meeting
announcement on the Pacific Council’s
website (see www.pcouncil.org). You
may send an email to Mr. Kris
Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
noaa.gov) or contact him at (503) 820—
2280, extension 412 for technical
assistance.

Council address: Pacific Fishery
Management Council, 7700 NE
Ambassador Place, Suite 101, Portland,
OR 97220-1384.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robin Ehlke, Staff Officer, Pacific
Council; telephone: (503) 820-2410.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Workgroup will elect a chair and vice
chair and conduct other logistical
business. The Workgroup will also
review and finalize the draft terms of
reference as needed, identify, and assign
tasks and a general schedule to provide
technical data and analysis to the
Pacific Council. Data collection,
analysis, and discussion may also occur.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in the meeting agenda may be
discussed, those issues may not be the
subject of formal action during these
meetings. Action will be restricted to
those issues specifically listed in this
document and any issues arising after
publication of this document that
require emergency action under section
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the intent to take final action to address
the emergency.

Special Accommodations

Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Mr. Kris
Kleinschmidt (kris.kleinschmidt@
noaa.gov; (503) 820-2412) at least 10
days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: September 26, 2023.

Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-21457 Filed 9-28-23; 8:45 am]
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North Pacific Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of web conference.

SUMMARY: The North Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) Social
Science Planning Team (SSPT) will
meet October 18, 2023.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Wednesday, October 18, 2023, from 2
p-m. to 4 p.m., Alaska Time.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be a web
conference. Join online through the link
at https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/
Details/3010.

Council address: North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 1007 W
3rd Ave., Suite 400, Anchorage, AK
99501-2252; telephone: (907) 271-2809.
Instructions for attending the meeting
via video conference are given under
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION, below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sarah Marrinan, Council staff; phone:
(907) 271-2809; email: sarah.marrinan@
noaa.gov. For technical support, please
contact our admin Council staff, email:
npfmc.admin@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Agenda
Wednesday, October 18, 2023

The SSPT agenda will meet to elect a
chair or co-chairs, discuss the upcoming
research priority process and the
requested SSPT engagement, and other
business. The agenda is subject to
change, and the latest version will be
posted https://meetings.npfmc.org/
Meeting/Details/3010 prior to the
meeting, along with meeting materials.

Connection Information

You can attend the meeting online
using a computer, tablet, or smart
phone, or by phone only. Connection
information will be posted online at:
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/
Details/3010.

Public Comment

Public comment letters will be
accepted and should be submitted
electronically to https://
meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/
3010.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: September 26, 2023.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-21469 Filed 9-28-23; 8:45 am]|
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Scoping for a Marine Mammal Take
Reduction Team to Address Incidental
Mortality and Serious Injury of
Humpback Whale Stocks in the Pacific

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of scoping for a Marine
Mammal Take Reduction Team; request
for comment.

SUMMARY: NMFS is establishing a Take
Reduction Team (TRT or Team) to
address the incidental mortality and
serious injury (M/SI) of humpback
whales that would, at a minimum,
consider Federal sablefish pot fishery
interactions with the Central America/
Southern Mexico-CA/OR/WA and
Mainland Mexico-CA/OR/WA stocks of
humpback whales, and may also be
expanded to consider other fisheries in
the Pacific Ocean. The TRT will develop
a Take Reduction Plan (TRP or Plan) as
required under the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA). NMFS requests
public comments on information
relevant to establishing the TRT as well
as interest from stakeholders who wish
to be considered for TRT membership.

DATES: Comments must be received by
November 28, 2023.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
on this notice, by either of the following
methods:

Electronic Submission: Submit all
electronic public comments via the
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go to
https://www.regulations.gov and enter
NOAA-NMFS-2023—-0104 in the Search
box. Click on the “Comment” icon,
complete the required fields, and enter
or attach your comments.

Mail: Assistant Regional
Administrator for Protected Resources,
NMFS West Coast Region, 501 W Ocean
Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA.

Instructions: Comments sent by any
other method, to any other address or
individual, or received after the end of
the comment period, may not be
considered by NMFS. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted for public
viewing on https://www.regulations.gov
without change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address, etc.),
confidential business information, or
otherwise sensitive information
submitted voluntarily by the sender will
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