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Chris Sullivan and Michelle Routhier on
behalf of C. S., Deceased, Stockton,
California, Court of Federal Claims No:
23-0670V

Diana Vorholt, Portage, Michigan, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23—-0671V

Francine Hargens, Clinton, Missouri,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23-0672V

Susan Colby, Hines, Illinois, Court of
Federal Claims No: 23-0673V

Sharee Barber on behalf of A. B.,
Medford, Oregon, Court of Federal
Claims No: 23-0674V

Sepideh Pourhassani, Huntsville,
Alabama, Court of Federal Claims No:
23-0675V

Natalie Brouwer Potts, Lincolnwood,
Illinois, Court of Federal Claims No: 23—
0678V

Omar Rueda Denvers, Lovelock, Nevada,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23-0681V

Barbara Raufmann, Chicago, Illinois,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23-0682V

Roger M. Miller, Marietta, Georgia, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23—-0684V

Dawn Coppersmith, Chestertown, New
York, Court of Federal Claims No: 23—
0685V

Jamila Washington, Kalamazoo,
Michigan, Court of Federal Claims No:
23-0686V

Stacy Ann Dixon, Morristown, New
Jersey, Court of Federal Claims No: 23—
0687V

Jocelyn Ashley, Jacksonville, North
Carolina, Court of Federal Claims No:
23-0689V

Nancy Harrison, Salinas, California, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23—-0691V

Susan Rogers, Rochester, Indiana, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23—-0695V

Jennifer Marie Tate, Bangor,
Pennsylvania, Gourt of Federal Claims
No: 23-0697V

Kristine Eldridge, Billings, Montana,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0699V

Vinod Agarwal, Webster, New York,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0703V

Shanie Roman, Phoenix, Arizona, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23—-0705V

Lauren Naude, Baltimore, Maryland,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0709V

Rachel Sloan on behalf of A. S., Boca
Raton, Florida, Court of Federal Claims
No: 23-0710V

Abigail La Croix, New York, New York,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23-0711V

Kay Lloyd, New Orleans, Louisiana,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23-0712V

Terry Boyd, Crowley, Texas, Court of
Federal Claims No: 23-0714V

David Hammett and Judy Hammett on
behalf of E. H., Phoenix, Arizona, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23—-0716V

Rebecca Crawley, Boston, Massachusetts,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23-0717V

William T. Lewek, M.D., Rochester, New
York, Court of Federal Claims No: 23—
0718V

Cory Scott, Indianapolis, Indiana, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23—-0725V

Marina Bendarcyk, Phoenix, Arizona,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23-0729V

Thongsavahn Rodthong, Plymouth,
Wisconsin, Court of Federal Claims No:
23-0730V
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Jacob Drake, Phoenix, Arizona, Court of
Federal Claims No: 23—-0731V

Rose Panzarella, Delray Beach, Florida,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0732V
Monica Vinogradoff, Fresno, California,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0733V

John Maseiro, Bethalto, Illinois, Court of
Federal Claims No: 23—-0735V

Robert Paveglio, Great Neck, New York,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23-0739V
Stacy Fogerty, Ballwin, Missouri, Court of
Federal Claims No: 23-0741V

Tiffani Weber on behalf of C. W., North
Brunswick, New Jersey, Court of Federal
Claims No: 23-0742V

Lori Hess-Rosio, Crivitz, Wisconsin,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0744V
Gregory Hampton, Marshall, Texas, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23—-0745V
Kimberly Davidson, South Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, Court of Federal Claims No:
23-0746V

Muskan Wadhwa, Exton, Pennsylvania,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0747V
Suzanne Booher, Phoenix, Arizona, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23—-0750V

Gracie Clements on behalf of P. A. C.,
Gadsden, Alabama, Court of Federal
Claims No: 23-0751V

Shane Brown, Oak Grove, Missouri, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23-0752V
Rodney Steele, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0753V
A’Ja Lawrence, New Orleans, Louisiana,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0755V
Melissa Marshall, Boston, Massachusetts,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0756V
Michael Pendleton, Hopkinsville,
Kentucky, Court of Federal Claims No:
23-0758V

Gordon Morris, Ann Arbor, Michigan,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0760V
Kelly Jo Gutknecht, New Ulm, Minnesota,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0764V
Chantel Gissentanner, Brooklyn, New
York, Court of Federal Claims No: 23—
0768V

Sean M. O’Malley, Carlisle, Pennsylvania,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0769V
Kate S. Latimer Courtney, Saint Paul,
Minnesota, Court of Federal Claims No:
23-0771V

Melissa Rogala, Newport News, Virginia,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0773V
Inessa Ivanyuk, Irvine, California, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23-0775V

Joel Kirkland and Tami Kirkland on
behalf of S. K., Boston, Massachusetts,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23-0777V
Adam Perez on behalf of L. P., Miami,
Florida, Court of Federal Claims No: 23—
0778V

Jerry Belt, Frisco, Texas, Court of Federal
Claims No: 23-0779V

Erin Shinn, St. Charles, Missouri, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23—-0780V
Bryanne Tome on behalf of K. S.,
Phoenix, Arizona, Court of Federal
Claims No: 23-0781V

Chris Strickland and Kirsten Strickland
on behalf of K. S., Phoenix, Arizona,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0785V
Leslie Susie, Greenville, South Carolina,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0786V
Eric Vincent, Macomb, Michigan, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23-0787V

86. Patricia Young, Phoenix, Arizona, Court
of Federal Claims No: 23—0790V

87. Michaela Johnson, Napa, California,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23-0791V

88. Rebecca Strehl, Kansas City, Missouri,
Court of Federal Claims No: 23—-0795V

[FR Doc. 2023-14717 Filed 7-11-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4165-15-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Office of the Secretary

Replacement of 2015 Statement of
Organization, Functions, and
Delegations of Authority; Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs

AGENCY: Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Public Affairs, Office of the
Secretary, Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice provides an
updated Statement of Organization,
Functions, and Delegations of Authority
for HHS’ Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Public Affairs, replacing
the statement as last amended in 2015.
The statement is republished in full.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Chapter
AP continues to include three sections:
AP.11 Mission, AP.10 Organization, and
AP.20 Functions. ASPA’s organizational
structure formerly included six offices
(A through F), three of which included
suboffices, and now includes four
offices (A through D), three of which
include suboffices. Specifically, the
following amendments were made, in
addition to minor wording changes:

e A new office, titled “The Office of
the Deputy Agency Chief FOIA Officer/
Privacy Act Implementation Officer,”
has been established at paragraph B in
sections AP.10 and AP.20, with the
FOIA/Privacy Act Division as its sole
division.

e The Office of the Executive Officer/
Deputy Chief FOIA Officer, which was
formerly listed last (i.e., at the end of
section AP.10 Organization, and at
paragraph F in section AP.20 Functions)
and formerly included the FOIA/Privacy
Act Division as one of its three
divisions, is now retitled ‘“The Office of
the Executive Officer” and located at
paragraph C in sections AP.10 and
AP.20, and now includes a new
division, i.e., the Enterprise Data
Analytics Division, instead of the FOIA/
Privacy Act Division.

e The Office of the Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary, which was formerly
listed second in section AP.10 and at
paragraph B in section AP.20, and
formerly included the Strategic
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Planning Division and the
Speechwriting Division, is now located
at paragraph D of sections AP.10 and
AP.20 and includes these five
suboffices: The Office of the Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Public Health,
the Office of the Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Health Care, the Office of
the Deputy Assistant Secretary for
Human Services, the Broadcast
Communications Division, and the
Digital Communications Division.

e The previous organizational
structure for The Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Public Affairs, headed by
the Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs
(ASPA) will be replaced with the new
the organizational structure listed
within this notice.

e The departmental codes used to
refer to [each organization] have been
changed from the previous version to fit
the current office structure and names.

Delete Chapter AP in its entirety and
replace with the following:

Section AP.00 Mission

The ASPA serves as the Secretary’s
principal counsel on public affairs,
leading efforts across the Department to
promote transparency, accountability
and access to critical public health and
human services information to the
American people. The Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs
conducts national public affairs
programs, provides centralized
leadership and guidance for public
affairs activities within HHS’ Staff and
Operating Divisions and regional
offices, manages the Department’s
digital communications and administers
the Freedom of Information and Privacy
Act. The Division leads the planning,
development and implementation of
emergency incident communications
strategies and activities for the
Department. The ASPA reports directly
to the HHS Secretary.

Section AP.10 Organization

The Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs, headed by the
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs
(ASPA) who reports to the Secretary,
supports public affairs efforts for three
primary issue areas: Public Health,
Human Services, and Health Care.
ASPA consists of the following
organizations:

A. The Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Public Affairs/Agency
Chief FOIA Officer (AP). The Office of
the Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs
(APA)—Provides executive leadership,
policy direction, and management
strategy for the Department’s public
affairs programs and activities. Counsels
and acts for the Secretary and the

Department in carrying out
responsibilities under statutes,
Presidential directives, and Secretarial
orders for informing the general public,
specialized audiences, HHS employees,
and other Federal employees about the
programs, policies, and services of the
Department. Establishes and enforces
policies and practices which produce an
accurate, clear, efficient, consistent flow
of information to the general public and
other audiences about Departmental
programs and activities, and
management oversight of the Strategic
Planning Division and national public
education communications. Provides
advice, counsel and information to the
Secretary and other HHS policymakers
to ensure that public affairs impact is
considered in the establishment of
Departmental policies or the conduct of
its activities. Serves as the principal
point of contact with senior White
House officials regarding
communications and press issues.
Exercises professional leadership and
provides functional management of
public affairs activities throughout the
Department to ensure that Secretarial
priorities are followed, high quality
standards are met, and cost-effective,
non-duplicative communications
products are developed which
accurately and effectively inform its
audiences. Serves as Secretarial
surrogate throughout the public and
private sector to both represent the
views of the Administration and the
Secretary, and to inform and educate
various audiences. Ensures coordination
among public affairs components.
Manages public affairs issues and
special activities that cut across
Operating Division lines.

Serves as the HHS Agency Chief FOIA
Officer (ACFO), pursuant to Executive
Order 13392 (/executive-order/13392)
and the Freedom of Information Act, as
amended by Public Law 110-175
(https://www.govinfo.gov/link/plaw/
110/public/175), 121 Stat. 2524, 5 U.S.C.
552(k) (https://www.govinfo.gov/link/
uscode/5/552). In this capacity, the
ASPA/ACFO is responsible for
administering information access and
privacy protection laws and HHS
regulations implementing these laws to
ensure Department wide consistency in
information disclosure, confidentiality
policies, practices and procedures. Such
laws include the Freedom of
Information Act and the Privacy Act, as
well as the open meetings provisions of
the Federal Advisory Committee Act,
the Government in the Sunshine Act
and the disclosure provisions of the
Ethics in Government Act.

Provides Departmental, strategic,
long-term vision and strong leadership

on public health, health care, and
human services initiatives. Collaborates
with and has the authority to work
across HHS OpDiv/StaffDivs and White
House Press Offices. Leads
implementation of strategic plans and
coordinates earned, digital, and
specialty media staff across the
Department to boost impact, ensuring
the right message is delivered to the
right audience through the right
channel. Advises the Secretary and
Senior Staff on tactics, timing and level
of investment in accordance with the
Department’s strategic priorities.

Provides proactive consultation and
advice to HHS Operating Divisions and
Staff Divisions (OpDiv/StaffDiv),
including regional staff, regarding the
dissemination of information on
programs, policies, and initiatives;
while ensuring the wide dissemination
of accurate materials to the American
public. Participates with the Assistant
Secretary for Public Affairs the Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary and other
ASPA staff in discussions with staff
across the Department on cross-cutting
issues regarding overall policies,
planning, issues, concerns and activities
and related health care programs. Works
with OpDiv/StaffDivs to develop a long-
term outreach strategy, coordinate in-
house communications efforts, and
ensure consistency with plain writing
directives. Promotes full and open
participation in the communications
process and develops reports and
recommendations, ensuring full review
and vetting of drafts by appropriate staff
between and among ASPA’s customers
and stakeholders at all levels.
Researches, understands, and translates
for a lay audience laws, policies,
regulations and precedents applicable to
public health, health care, and human
services.

Oversees the document clearance
process and the prioritization of rollouts
while considering internal and external
feedback. Coordinates and/or prepares
briefings, memos, policy calendars and
other information material for use by the
Secretary, HHS, at Secretarial and senior
staff briefings, the White House, and for
congressional and other briefings.

B. The Office of the Deputy Agency
Chief FOIA Officer/Privacy Act
Implementation Officer (APC). Deputy
Agency Chief FOIA Officer/Privacy Act
Implementation Officer (APC)—serves
as the designated Deputy Agency Chief
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
Officer (DACFO) and Privacy Act
Implementation Officer (PA) and is
delegated authority to execute the
provisions of E.O. 13392, Improving
Agency Disclosure of Information, 70 FR
75373 (Dec. 14, 2005), and the FOIA


https://www.govinfo.gov/link/plaw/110/public/175
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/plaw/110/public/175
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/5/552
https://www.govinfo.gov/link/uscode/5/552

44376

Federal Register/Vol. 88, No. 132/ Wednesday, July 12, 2023/ Notices

statute at 5 U.S.C. 552(k) and the
provisions of the Privacy Act statute (5
U.S.C. 552a), as follows: Monitoring
FOIA implementation throughout the
department and keeping the Secretary
and the Office of the General Counsel
(OGCQ), HHS, and the U.S. Attorney
General appropriately informed of HHS’
performance in implementing FOIA;
recommending to the Secretary
adjustments to departmental practices,
policies, personnel, and funding
necessary to improve HHS
implementation of FOIA; facilitating
public understanding of the purposes of
the statutory FOIA exemptions;
establishing Departmental FOIA policies
and providing training and technical
assistance to the department’s Operating
Divisions (OpDivs); concurring in the
delegation by an authorized HHS OpDiv
FOIA Officer of the officer’s authority to
deny records or determine fees; serving
as the review authority for appeals from
a decision to deny a request for records
or a refusal to waive fees made by the
Director, FOIA/Privacy Act Division,
ASPA, as well as ensuring consultation
with OGC and providing review and
concurrence on all departmental appeal
decisions, including those on fees;
general responsibility for Department-
wide implementation and
administration of the Privacy Act;
including authority to decide appeals of
refusals to amend or correct Privacy Act
records of the Office of the Secretary
(OS) (note that authority to decide
Privacy Act amendment appeals can
only be re-delegated one level below the
ASPA, so cannot be further re-delegated;
see limitation in September 25, 1987
delegation to ASPA from the Assistant
Secretary for Management and Budget,
predecessor to the Assistant Secretary
for Administration); and serving as
ASPA'’s designated senior level official
on the HHS Data Integrity Board.

C. The Office of the Executive Officer
(APA). Executive Officer (APA)—
Coordinates ASPA’s day-to-day
operations, overseeing management
operations and policy, workforce plans
and other human resources activities,
and general administrative support
including information technology
requirements. Oversees the formulation
and execution of ASPA’s annual
budgets and financial operating plans.
Ensures that ASPA effectively integrates
its performance metrics and budget
processes, in order to support informed
decision-making related to funding
constraints and program requirements
and outcomes.

Supports the development and
implementation of management
strategies, business processes, and
standard operating procedures that fully

support the attainment of ASPA
program goals and mission critical
initiatives.

C1. Business Operations Division
(APA1). Business Operations Division
(APA1)—Directs ASPA budget
formulation, execution and financial
management; incorporating a results-
oriented, program quality, and cost
effectiveness focus into assessing and
managing ASPA’s resource
requirements and developing and
executing integrated performance-based
budgets. Oversees and manages ASPA
contracts and procurements, physical
property, projects, governance, and
information technology initiatives and
requirements. Coordinates travel
operations support, reporting, and
auditing.

Serves as ASPA’s liaison to the Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Financial
Resources (ASFR) for budget and
finance matters and the Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Administration
(ASA) for facilities, property
accountability, and contract
implementation and oversight matters.
Additionally serves as the ASPA point
of contact for Departmental financial,
and acquisition management initiatives
and for budget and performance
integration inquiries from OMB and
Congress.

C2. Administrative Operations
Division (APA2). Administrative
Operations Division (APA2)—Directs
ASPA’s human capital planning, human
resources (HR) performance
management, and other departmental
HR policy and program requirements.
Serves as ASPA’s internal consultant
and source of expert technical
assistance on organizational
development and human capital
management (e.g., staffing and
workforce analysis, transition and
succession planning, awards and special
honors programs), and as liaison to the
Office of the Secretary (OS) Office of
Human Resources (OHR) on sensitive
personnel issues (e.g., EEO, labor and
management relations, performance and
conduct-based actions). Coordinates
with OHR concerning all ASPA
recruitment and personnel actions and
manages professional staff development.
Administers ASPA’s Ethics Program and
serves as liaison regarding personnel
security initiatives and requirements.

C3. Data Analytics Division (APA3).
Data Analytics Division (APA3)—
Responsible for providing enterprise
data analytics support to portions of the
Department and producing a variety of
custom analyses and reports, including,
but not limited to, analytics
implementation audits, top-task
analyses, trend analyses, key

performance indicators business
analytics, and regression analyses with
predictive expansion for ASPA and
OpDiv/StaffDivs. In addition, the Data
Analytics Division analyzes operational
data, web content, engagement, and
social media data, as well as data
sources from external offices made
available on a per project basis.

D. The Office of the Principal Deputy
Assistant Secretary (APB). The Office of
the Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs (APB)—Responsible
for developing effective strategies to
publicize Departmental policies, goals
and accomplishments, activities related
to the Department’s communications
services, public affairs policy analysis,
and national public education
communications, and direction and
oversight to the ASPA Public Health
Portfolio, ASPA Health Care Portfolio,
ASPA Human Services Portfolio, Online
Communications, Speechwriting
Division, Broadcast Communications
Division (BCD), and Digital
Communications Division (DCD).
Provides advice and assistance on all
public affairs matters, in consultation
with the Assistant Secretary for Public
Affairs; coordinates with ASPA’s Public
Health, Health Care, and Human
Services Portfolios in providing prompt
response to media and public inquiries,
and in helping the Assistant Secretary
for Public Affairs generate a strategic
focus for stories and other information
products that the Department develops
and wishes to highlight. Manages or
coordinates the conduct of high priority
Departmental media campaigns and
information programs. Acts as the
internal and external liaison, e.g., HHS
OpDiv/StaffDivs programs and public
affairs offices, private sector
organizations, other Federal agencies,
including OMB and the Office of Public
Liaison at the White House. Initiates,
designs and effects outreach programs
for all organizations, associations and
individuals concerned with the broad
range of policies, programs and issues of
the Department. Performs special
assignments which involve and cut
across Department programs and
activities to achieve broadly defined
public affairs management and program
objectives. Interacts with internal and
external organizations, groups and
individuals to secure and provide
information concerning matters
affecting HHS policy, interests, and
initiatives. Represents the Assistant
Secretary for Public Affairs in conveying
official viewpoints and policy
considerations of the Department and
the Administration. Serves as the
principal resource with the Department
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for reviewing and editing written
materials reflecting the views of the
Secretary, Deputy Secretary, and Chief
of Staff. Prepares speeches, statements,
articles, and related material for the
Secretary, Deputy Secretary, and Chief
of Staff and other top Departmental
officials. Researches and prepares Op Ed
pieces, features, articles, and stories for
the media.

D1. The Office of the Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Public Health (APB1). The
Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Public Health (APB1)—The Public
Health portfolio works with the Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention,
Agency for Toxic Substances and
Disease Registry, U.S. Food and Drug
Administration, National Institutes for
Health, Office of Global Affairs, Office
of the Assistant Secretary for Emergency
Preparedness and Response, and
Assistant Secretary for Planning and
Evaluation/Public Health issues and
offices of the Assistant Secretary for
Health and the Surgeon General on
initiatives and strategies to promote
public health, improve health outcomes
and national public education
communications, prevent disease and
outbreak, and accelerate scientific
discovery.

D2. The Office of the Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Health Care (APB2). The
Office of the Deputy Assistant Secretary
for Health Care (APB2)—The Healthcare
portfolio works to advance a healthcare
system that delivers high-quality,
affordable care to all Americans. The
team works with the Agency for
Healthcare Research and Quality, Office
of the National Coordinator for Health
Information Technology, Health
Resources and Services Administration,
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services, and Assistant Secretary for
Planning and Evaluation/Health Care
issues to improve access, quality, safety,
efficiency and effectiveness of the
nation’s healthcare and national public
education communications.

D3. The Office of the Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Human Services (APB3).
The Office of the Deputy Assistant
Secretary for Human Services (APB3)—
The Human Services portfolio helps
improve and promote national public
education communications and
Americans of all ages and backgrounds
live full, productive lives: kids getting a
“Head Start” through early childhood
education, families transitioning out of
poverty to economic independence,
teens and adults recovering from mental
illness and addiction, and seniors
participating in communities that value
their contributions. These and other
human service programs are carried out
by the Administration for Children and

Families, Administration for
Community Living, Indian Health
Service, Office for Civil Rights,
Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration, Office of the
Chief Technology Officer, Center for
Faith-Based and Neighborhood
Partnerships, Office of the Chief
Information Officer and Assistant
Secretary for Planning and Evaluation/
Human Services issues.

D4. Broadcast Communications
Division (APB4). Broadcast
Communications Division—BCD
(APB4)—Collaborates with subject
matter experts and key stakeholders to
create useful and cost effective video
products that support Departmental
goals. Provides a wide range of video
production, A/V, live streaming, and on-
demand services. Operates the HHS
studio and coordinates activities with
other HHS studios as required. Under
the direction of the ASPA, supports key
initiatives for the Secretary and all HHS
Staff and Operating Divisions by
developing and implementing media
campaigns and special projects. Acts as
liaison to broadcast organizations.
Supports A/V services in the Studio,
Humphrey Auditorium, Great Hall, and
any location that require services.

D5. Digital Communications Division
(APB5). Digital Communications
Division—DCD (APB5)—Leads the
development and review of HHS Web
content, social media, and supporting
technologies. Recommends and
implements digital (including Web)
information policy, standards, guidance,
and tools for the Department. Assesses
the content and usability of all proposed
Department-wide and Office of the
Secretary (OS)-level websites to ensure
they are consistent with Departmental
policies and goals. Manages the daily
operations of the main HHS/OS public
website (HHS.gov) and associated social
media; internal communications, the
Department’s priority websites and
several cross-federal topic websites,
such as FoodSafety.gov,
StopBullying.gov, betobaccofree.hhs.gov
Secretary-level web pages; and the HHS
intranet. Runs the Department’s user
experience (UE) program, responsible
for Section 508 (accessibility)
compliance across all Departmental
digital communications platforms,
including Web, and national public
education communications.

Cheryl R. Campbell,

Assistant Secretary for Administration.
[FR Doc. 2023-14733 Filed 7-11-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4150-25-P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

Government-Owned Inventions;
Availability for Licensing and
Collaboration for Phase 3 Study

AGENCY: National Institutes of Health,
HHS.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The invention described
below will be a first-in-class, reversible,
hormonal contraceptive method for
males and is co-owned by the Eunice
Kennedy Shriver National Institute of
Child Health and Human Development
(NICHD), National Institutes of Health,
and The Population Council, Inc., a
New York not-for-profit corporation
based in New York City (‘“Population
Council”). The co-owners will complete
the Phase 2b clinical stage of
development in 2024 and are seeking a
licensee and investor/collaborator for
the Phase 3 clinical stage, anticipated to
begin as early as 2024.

ADDRESSES: Inquiries relating to this
licensing and collaboration opportunity
should be directed to: Heather Gunas,
JD, MPH, Senior Technology Transfer
Manager, National Cancer Institute
(NCI) Technology Transfer Center, 9609
Medical Center Drive, Room 1E446,
Rockville, MD 20850 (for overnight
mail) or Bethesda, MD 20892 (for
regular mail), Telephone: (240) 276—
5530; Facsimile: (240) 276—5504; Email:
gunash@mail.nih.gov. A Confidential
Disclosure Agreement will be required
to receive copies of unpublished
information regarding this invention.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
following and all continuing U.S. and
foreign patents/patent applications
thereof are available for licensing: PCT
Application No. PCT/US23/21154, filed
May 5, 2023, and entitled “Progestin/
Testosterone Transdermal Gel”.
Government rights to this invention are
consolidated to Population Council
under an active Interinstitutional-
Agreement Institution Lead. The
invention pertains to a combination of
progestin and testosterone in a
transdermal composition for use as male
contraception. The transdermal gel is
applied daily to the shoulders and
upper arms, has had a low incidence of
adverse events in early clinical trials,
and its sperm suppression is reversible.
There is currently no available highly
effective reversible method of male
contraception; the methods of condom
and withdrawal are not highly effective,
and vasectomy is not always reversible.
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