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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—XC445]

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a joint public meeting of its
Scallop Committee to consider actions
affecting New England fisheries in the
exclusive economic zone (EEZ). This
meeting will be held in-person with a
webinar option. Recommendations from
this group will be brought to the full
Council for formal consideration and
action, if appropriate.
DATES: This meeting will be held on
Thursday, October 27, 2022, at 9 a.m.
Webinar registration URL
information: https://attendee.
gotowebinar.com/register/
3152605927146051085.

ADDRESSES: This meeting will be held at
the Hotel Providence, 139 Matthewson
St., Providence, RI 02903; telephone:
(401) 861-8000.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director,
New England Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (978) 465—-0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Agenda

The Committee will discuss
Framework 36: Receive an update and
provide input on a range of potential
access area and days-at-sea (DAS)
allocations for the 2023 and 2024
fishing years. Framework 36 will set
specifications including ABC/ACLs,
DAS, access area allocations, total
allowable landings for the Northern Gulf
of Maine (NGOM) management area,
targets for General Category incidental
catch, General Category access area
trips, and set-asides for the observer and
research programs for fishing year 2023
and default specifications for fishing
year 2024. The Committee also plans to
develop recommendations for possible
2023 scallop work priorities. They will
also consider recommending a control
date that could be used to limit the
movement of LAGC permits into the
NGOM fishery. Other business will be
discussed, if necessary.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained on the agenda may come
before this Council for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Council
action will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this notice and any
issues arising after publication of this
notice that require emergency action
under section 305(c) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, provided the public has
been notified of the Council’s intent to
take final action to address the
emergency. The public also should be
aware that the meeting will be recorded.
Consistent with 16 U.S.C. 1852, a copy
of the recording is available upon
request.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at
(978) 465—0492, at least 5 days prior to
the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: October 4, 2022.

Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 2022-21918 Filed 10-6-22; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XC107]

Taking and Importing Marine
Mammals; Taking Marine Mammals
Incidental to U.S. Navy Construction at
Naval Station Norfolk in Norfolk,
Virginia

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application for
letter of authorization; request for
comments and information.

SUMMARY: NMFS has received a request
from the U.S. Navy for authorization to
take small numbers of marine mammals
incidental to construction activities
associated with the replacement of Pier
3 at Naval Station Norfolk over the
course of 5 years from the date of
issuance. Pursuant to regulations
implementing the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS is
announcing receipt of the Navy’s
request for the development and
implementation of regulations

governing the incidental taking of
marine mammals. NMFS invites the
public to provide information,
suggestions, and comments on the
Navy’s application and request.

DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than November 7,
2022.

ADDRESSES: Comments on the
applications should be addressed to
Jolie Harrison, Chief, Permits and
Conservation Division, Office of
Protected Resources, National Marine
Fisheries Service. Physical comments
should be sent to 1315 East-West
Highway, Silver Spring, MD 20910 and
electronic comments should be sent to
ITP.Corcoran@noaa.gov.

Instructions: NMFS is not responsible
for comments sent by any other method,
to any other address or individual, or
received after the end of the comment
period. Comments received
electronically, including all
attachments, must not exceed a 25-
megabyte file size. Attachments to
electronic comments will be accepted in
Microsoft Word or Excel or Adobe PDF
file formats only. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted online at
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
national/marine-mammal-protection/
incidental-take-authorizations-
construction-activities without change.
All personal identifying information
(e.g., name, address) voluntarily
submitted by the commenter may be
publicly accessible. Do not submit
confidential business information or
otherwise sensitive or protected
information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim
Corcoran, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, (301) 427-8401. An electronic
copy of the Navy’s application may be
obtained online at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/
marine-mammal-protection/incidental-
take-authorizations-construction-
activities. In case of problems accessing
these documents, please call the contact
listed above.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce (as delegated
to NMFS) to allow, upon request, the
incidental, but not intentional, taking of
small numbers of marine mammals by
U.S. citizens who engage in a specified
activity (other than commercial fishing)
within a specified geographical region if
certain findings are made and either
regulations are issued or, if the taking is
limited to harassment, a notice of a
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proposed authorization is provided to
the public for review.

An incidental take authorization shall
be granted if NMFS finds that the taking
will have a negligible impact on the
species or stock(s), will not have an
unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
subsistence uses (where relevant), and if
the permissible methods of taking and
requirements pertaining to the
mitigation, monitoring and reporting of
such takings are set forth.

NMFS has defined ‘“negligible
impact” in 50 CFR 216.103 as an impact
resulting from the specified activity that
cannot be reasonably expected to, and is
not reasonably likely to, adversely affect
the species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival.

The MMPA states that the term “take”
means to harass, hunt, capture, kill or
attempt to harass, hunt, capture, or kill
any marine mammal.

Except with respect to certain
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA
defines “harassment” as: any act of
pursuit, torment, or annoyance, which
(i) has the potential to injure a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild (Level A harassment); or (ii) has
the potential to disturb a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild by causing disruption of behavioral
patterns, including, but not limited to,
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding,
feeding, or sheltering (Level B
harassment).

Summary of Request

On April 8, 2022, NMFS received an
application from the Navy requesting
authorization for take of marine
mammals incidental to construction
activities related to demolition and
construction activities associated with
the replacement of Pier 3 at Naval
Station Norfolk. Following NMFS’
review of the application, the Navy
provided responses to our questions on
June 3, 2022 and August 29, 2022. A
revised version of the application was
submitted on September 22, 2022 and
the application was deemed adequate
and complete on September 26, 2022.
The requested regulations would be
valid for 5 years, from April 1, 2023
through March 31, 2028. The Navy
plans to conduct necessary work,
including vibratory pile driving and
removal, impact pile driving, and
drilling, to demolish the existing Pier 3
and Pier 3T, replace a portion of the
fender system at Pier 4, and construct
the new Pier 3, two new wharfs/
relieving platforms and a new portion of
a bulkhead fender system. The proposed
action may incidentally expose marine
mammals occurring in the vicinity to

elevated levels of underwater sound,
potentially resulting in incidental take,
by Level A and Level B harassment.
Therefore, the Navy requests
authorization to incidentally take
marine mammals.

Specified Activities

The Navy is proposing to construct a
new Pier 3 immediately north of the
existing Pier 3 and align it with new
bulkhead of CEP-176 wharf, providing
a continuous berthing structure along
the north side of a new submarine pier/
wharf structure. The entire project scope
includes construction of the new Pier 3,
construction of a new wharf at CEP-176,
construction of new wharf/relieving
platform at CEP-102, demolition of Pier
3T, replacement of a portion of fender
system at Pier 4, and construction of a
new portion of fender system at CEP—
175 bulkhead. The Navy expects
construction will require approximately
513 in-water workdays over the 5 year
period. Five species of marine mammals
are known to occur in the area and have
the potential to be taken by the Navy’s
activities.

Information Solicited

Interested persons may submit
information, suggestions, and comments
concerning the Navy’s request (see
ADDRESSES). NMFS will consider all
information, suggestions, and comments
related to the request during the
development of proposed regulations
governing the incidental taking of
marine mammals by the Navy, if
appropriate.

Dated: October 4, 2022.

Catherine G. Marzin,

Deputy Director, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 2022—-21894 Filed 10-6—-22; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XC443]

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council’s is convening
several workshops to hear and discuss
Ecosystem-Based Fishery Management
(EBFM) for Georges Bank framework.

Workshop summaries will be presented
at a future Council Meeting.

DATES: These workshops will be held
between the dates of Tuesday, October
25, 2022 and Thursday, November 10,
2022. See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
for more details on specific dates and
times.

ADDRESSES: See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION for specific dates and
locations.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director,
New England Fishery Management
Council; telephone: (978) 465—-0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

1. Tuesday, October 25, 2022, 3—6
p.-m., Maritime Gloucester, 23 Harbor
Loop, Gloucester, MA 01930;

2. Wednesday, October 26, 2022, 3—6
p-m., DoubleTree Hotel, 363 Maine Mall
Road, Portland, ME 04106;

3. Tuesday, November 1, 2022, 3—6
p.m., Chatham Community Center, 702
Main Street, Chatham, MA 02633;

4. Wednesday, November 2, 2022, 3—
6 p.m. New Bedford Whaling Museum,
18 Johnny Cake Hill, New Bedford, MA
02740;

5. Tuesday, November 8, 2022, 3—6
p.m., Superior Trawl Conference Room,
55 State Street, Narragansett, R 02882;

6. Wednesday, November 9, 2022, 3—
6 p.m., Montauk Playhouse, 240
Edgemere Street, Montauk, NY 11954;
and

7. Thursday, November 10, 2022, 3—
6 p.m., Holiday Inn, 151 Route 72 West,
Manahawkin, NJ 08050.

Agenda

The public is invited to participate in
workshops to hear and discuss the
potential for the New England Fishery
Management Council to regulate
fisheries on Georges Bank using what is
known as Ecosystem-Based Fishery
Management or EBFM. The Council
developed an example Fishery
Ecosystem Plan (eFEP) that describes a
general framework to account for
trophic interactions and managed
groups of stocks as a stock complex to
reduce fishing costs and bycatch
technical interactions. It also discusses
management options that need to be
considered to implement EBFM
policies. EBFM Public Outreach
Materials are available on the Council’s
website and include a short
introductory video, infographics,
stakeholder brochures, presentations,
and interactive tools.

The public also should be aware that
the meeting will be recorded. Consistent
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