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of action is paramount in the fight
against such infections.

The current invention uses the
finding of two mycothiol-related
amidases that are unique to
actinomycetes and thus share no
homology to eukaryotic enzymes thus
reducing potential side effects for new
therapeutics. These amidases are novel
targets for new therapeutics and classes
of antimycobacterials. This invention
describes a series of synthetic
bromotyrosine-containing analogs that
exhibit amidase inhibition and thus
have potential for therapeutic
development.

This research has been described, in
part, in: GM Nicholas et al., Bioorg.
Med. Chem. Lett. (2002) 12:2487-2490;
B Fetterolf and CA Bewley, Bioorg. Med.
Chem. Lett. (Submitted, March 26,
2004).

Radio Frequency Cauterization Biopsy

Bradford J. Wood and Christan

Pavlovich (CC)

U.S. Patent Application No. 10/
274,074 filed 17 Oct 2002 (DHHS
Reference No. E-207-2001/1-US—
02)

Licensing Contact: Michael
Shmilovich; 301/435-5019;
shmilovm@mail.nih.gov.

The invention is a method and
apparatus for using radio frequency (RF)
energy to cauterize the needle track after
percutaneous image-guided needle
biopsy. The invention is designed to
limit the risks of bleeding and needle
track seeding that are inherent risks of
any needle biopsy. The device uses a
coaxial biopsy arrangement with the
outer needle coated with a non-
conducting polymer that insulates the
needle shaft and the tissue immediately
in contact with the shaft. As the needle
is pulled back from the organ or tumor
target, RF energy is applied to an
exposed end portion of the probe,
causing cauterization and coagulation of
the tissue immediately adjacent to the
needle track. Modular insertions could
plug the needle into any cauterization or
radiofrequency generator. A variation on
the device could be used to limit
bleeding after catheter placement into
organs, such as for nephrostomy, biliary
drainage, or transhepatic islet cell
transplantation.

Endoluminal Radiofrequency
Cauterization System

Bradford J. Wood (CC)

U.S. Patent 6,676,657 issued 13 Jan
2004 (DHHS Reference No.E—244—
2000/1-US-01)

Licensing Contact: Michael

Shmilovich; 301/435-5019;
shmilovm@mail.nih.gov.

The invention is a device for
occluding the lumen of a hollow organ,
vessel or aneurysm by delivering radio
frequency energy to its inner wall. The
apparatus uses specialized electrodes
that contact the walls of the organ to
substantially conform to the inner
surface. RF energy is then applied to the
electrode at any of a broad range of
desired frequencies for selected times at
power levels of from 20 to 200 watts.
Delivery of RF energy may be regulated
by monitoring temperature, tissue
impedance or other parameters at or
near the site of the electrode. A
temperature sensor located near the
electrode allows microprocessor-based
control of the power delivered to the
electrode site as a function of tissue
temperature. The device has
applications in therapeutic thrombosis
of an aneurysm, stopping blood flow to
a tumor or bleeding vessel, or reducing
stricture or stenosis in, for example, a
bronchus, esophagus, intestine segment
or a blood vessel. The invention also
may be useful in reducing stenosis in a
coronary artery or to reduce a restenotic
lesion from intimal hyperplasia that
may occur after angioplasty.

Dated: April 4, 2004.
Steven M. Ferguson,

Director, Division of Technology Development
and Transfer, Office of Technology Transfer,
National Institutes of Health.
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HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

Office of the Director, National
Institutes of Health; Notice of Meeting

Pursuant to section 10(a) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of a meeting of the
Advisory Committee to the Director,
NIH.

The meeting will be open to the
public, with attendance limited to space
available. Individuals who plan to
attend and need special assistance, such
as sign language interpretation or other
reasonable accommodations, should
notify the Contact Person listed below
in advance of the meeting.

Name of Committee: Advisory Committee
to the Director, NIH.

Date: May 6, 2004.

Time: 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Agenda: Topics proposed for discussion
include Office of the Director updates,
Institute and Center Director presentations,
and an Advisory Committee to the Director

(ACD) working group report from the Blue
Ribbon Panel on Conflict of Interest.

Place: National Institutes of Health,
Building 31, Conference Room 6, 9000
Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD 20892.

Contact Person: Shelly Pollard, ACD
Coordinator, National Institutes of Health,
9000 Rockville Pike, Building, 2 Room BE15,
Bethesda, MD 20892, (301) 496—-0959.

Any interested person may file written
comments with the committee by forwarding
the statement to the Contact Person listed in
this notice. The statement should include the
name, address, telephone number and when
applicable, the business or professional
affiliation of the interested person.

In the interest of security, NIH has
instituted stringent procedures for
entrance into the building by non-
government employees. Persons without
a government L.D. will need to show a
photo ID. and sign-in at the security
desk upon entering the building.

Information is also available on the
Institute’s/Center’s home page: http://
www.nih.gov/about/director/acd.htm,
where an agenda and any additional
information for the meeting will be
posted when available.

(Catalogue of Federal Domestic Assistance
Program Nos. 93.14, Intramural Research
Training Award; 93.22, Clinical Research
Loan Repayment Program for Individuals
from Disadvantaged Backgrounds; 93.232,
Loan Repayment Program for Research
Generally; 93.39, Academic Research
Enhancement Award; 93.936, NIH Acquired
Immunodeficiency Syndrome Research Loan
Repayment Program; 93.187, Undergraduate
Scholarship Program for Individuals from
Disadvantaged Backgrounds, National
Institutes of Health, HHS.)

Dated: April 6, 2004.
LaVerne Y. Stringfield,

Director, Office of Federal Advisory
Committee Policy.
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

National Institutes of Health

Office of the Director, National
Institutes of Health; Notice of Meeting

Pursuant to section 10(a) of the
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as
amended (5 U.S.C. Appendix 2), notice
is hereby given of a meeting of the
Director’s Council of Public
Representatives.

The meeting will be open to the
public, with attendance limited to space
available. Individuals who plan to
attend and need special assistance, such
as sign language interpretation or other
reasonable accommodations, should
notify the Contact Person listed below
in advance of the meeting.
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