>
GPO,

Federal Register/Vol. 68, No. 81/Monday, April 28, 2003/ Notices

22357

Signed in Washington, DC on April 11,
2003.

James R. Little,

Executive Vice President, Commodity Credit
Corporation.

[FR Doc. 03—10391 Filed 4-25-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3410-05-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Food Safety and Inspection Service
[Docket No. 03—009N]

Using Applied Epidemiology and Other
Tools To Protect the Public Health

AGENCY: Food Safety and Inspection

Service, USDA.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Food Safety and
Inspection Service (FSIS) is announcing
that it will hold a public meeting on the
use of epidemiological data, principles,
and techniques, and of other public
health tools, to help it achieve its public
health goals. The Agency will describe
how it responds to epidemiological
evidence developed by States or other
federal agencies; how it uses that
evidence; how it conducts food safety
investigations; and, in appropriate
circumstances, initiates regulatory
actions based on such evidence. This
meeting is the second in a series of
meetings that will aid FSIS in
developing a framework for Agency
public heatlh investigations and
integration of the scientific principles of
applied epidemiology into its food
safety activities. This meeting is also
one of a number of public meetings FSIS
is conducting at which new approaches
for increasing food safety are to be
discussed. This meeting is the second in
an on-going series of meetings that will
aid FSIS in developing a framework for
how the Agency will conduct public
health investigations and integrate the
scientific principles of applied
epidemiology into its food safety
activities. It is also one of a number of
public meetings FSIS has been holding
in which new approaches for increasing
food safety are discussed.

DATES: The public meeting is scheduled
for April 29, 2003, from 8:30 a.m. to 5
p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
The Washington Plaza Hotel, 10 Thomas
Circle, NW., Washington, DC 20005. A
tentative agenda will be available in the
FSIS Docket Room and on the FSIS Web
site at http://www.fsis.usda.gov/. The
official transcript of the meeting, when
it becomes available, will be kept in the
FSIS Docket Room at room 102 Cotton

Annex, 300 12th Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20250-3700, and will
represent public comments. FSIS
welcomes comments on the topics to be
discussed at the public meeting. Please
send an original and two copies of
comments to the FSIS Docket Clerk,
Docket #03—009N, Room 102, Cotton
Annex, Washington, DC 20250-3700.
All comments and the official transcript,
when it becomes available, will be kept
in the FSIS Docket Room at the above
address.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Philip Derfler at (202) 720-2709. Pre-
registration for this meeting is suggested
but not required. To register for the
meeting, please contact Sheila Johnson
at (202) 690-6498, fax: (202) 690-6500,
or e-mail: Sheila.johnson@fsis.usda.gov.
You may also register on-site. Persons
requiring a sign language interpreter or
other special accommodations should
notify Ms. Johnson at the above
numbers or e-mail address as soon as
possible.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

FSIS administers the Federal Meat
Inspection Act, the Poultry Products
Inspection Act, and the Egg Products
Inspection Act. The Agency’s activities
are intended to prevent the distribution
in domestic or foreign commerce, of
unwholesome, adulterated, or
misbranded meat, poultry, and egg
products, as human food, including
products that may transmit diseases or
that may be otherwise injurious to
health.

In recent years, the Agency has placed
increased emphasis on its public health
protection role. FSIS has consistently
sought to enhance the public health by
minimizing foodborne illness from
meat, poultry, and egg products. The
Agency has worked toward achieving
this goal by implementing measures
intended to reduce pathogens on raw
products, by strengthening relationships
with public health agencies at the
Federal and State levels; by making food
safety information and training available
to people at every point in the food
production and marketing chain; and by
promoting international cooperation in
food safety. FSIS also protects the
public health by investigating and
curtailing foodborne illness outbreaks
associated with meat, poultry, or egg
products.

For many years, FSIS has used
epidemiology and other methods as
tools in tracking the source of outbreaks
of foodborne illness. Recent
improvements in outbreak investigation
and genetic fingerprinting of pathogens

from persons and food products have
facilitated enhancements in how the
Agency uses epidemiology. It is now
possible to identify otherwise
unrecognized outbreaks and to develop
substantive evidence to link products to
illnesses. The Agency has begun using
the techniques of epidemiology during
in-plant assessments to help identify the
source of on-going plant contamination.
FSIS has also based recall requests on
epidemiological data that indicated that
product from a particular establishment
is adulterated, but without a positive
laboratory finding of product
adulteration.

Public Meeting

At the public meeting, FSIS officials
will discuss the Agency’s utilization of
investigations of foodborne illnesses
associated with meat, poultry, and egg
products. Epidemiological,
environmental, microbiological, and
other data gathered in the course of such
investigations, as well as other public
health tools, are used to determine what
actions, if any, the Agency should take,
including whether to request a recall of
FSIS regulated products. The meeting
will focus on: The progress the Agency
has made using epidemiology as a basis
of regulatory decisionmaking since the
first epidemiologic meeting, which was
held in January 2002; points to consider
in reviewing epidemiologic findings;
and FSIS’s thinking on food safety
investigations initiated in response to
epidemiological evidence. FSIS will
also present a hypothetical scenario
based on recent cases of foodborne
illnesses and in-plant contamination
and describe its response to the
scenario. A panel of food safety experts
will then discuss the Agency’s
approaches. Finally, the Agency will
open the discussion to include, and
solicit comment from, the attendees.
FSIS believes that this type of public
process will assist it in achieving its
goals and will enhance the
understanding of the public health
community.

Additional Public Information

Public awareness of all segments of
policy development is important.
Consequently, in an effort to better
ensure that minorities, women, and
persons with disabilities are aware of
this public meeting, FSIS will announce
it and provide copies of this Federal
Register publication in the FSIS
Constituent Update. FSIS provides a
weekly FSIS Constituent Update, which
is communicated via fax to over 300
organizations and individuals. In
addition, the update is available on-line
through the FSIS web page located at
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http://www.fsis.usda.gov/oa/update/
update.htm. The update is used to
provide information on FSIS policies,
procedures, regulations, Federal
Register notices, FSIS public meetings,
recalls, and any other types of
information that could affect or would
be of interest to our constituents/
stakeholders. The constituent fax list
consists of industry, trade, and farm
groups, consumer interest groups, allied
health professionals, scientific
professionals, and others that have
requested to be included. Through these
various channels, FSIS is able to
provide information to a much broader,
more diverse audience. For more
information and to be added to the
constituent fax list, fax your request to
the Congressional and Public Affairs
Office, at (202) 720-5704.

Done at Washington, DC, on April 21,
2003.
Garry L. McKee,
Administrator.
[FR Doc. 03-10393 Filed 4-25-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3410-DM-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Notice of Lincoln County Resource
Advisory Committee Meeting

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the authorities in
the Federal Advisory Committee Act
(Pub. L. 92—463) and under the Secure
Rural Schools and Community Self-
Determination Act of 2000 (Pub. L. 106—
363) the Kootenai National Forests’
Lincoln County Resource Advisory
Committee will meet on May 5 in
Rexford Montana, June 2 and July 7,
2003 at 6:30 p.m. in Libby, Montana for
business meetings. The meetings are
open to the public.

DATES: May 3, June 2, and July 7, 2003.
ADDRESSES: The May meeting will be
held at the Old Rexford School, 122
Gateway Road, Rexford Montana and
the June and July Meetings will be held
at the Kootenai National Forest
Supervisor’s Office, located at 1101 U.S.
Highway 2 West, Libby, MT.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.:
Barbara Edgmon, Committee
Coordinator, Kootenai National Forest at
(406) 293-6211, or email
bedgmon@fs.fed.us.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Agenda
topics include informational
presentations, status of approved
projects, accepting project proposals for

consideration and receiving public
comment. If the meeting date or location
is changed, notice will be posted in the
local newspapers, including the Daily
Interlake based in Kalispell, MT.

Dated: April 21, 2003.
Bob Castaneda,
Forest Supervisor.
[FR Doc. 03—10332 Filed 4—25-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

ARCHITECTURAL AND
TRANSPORTATION BARRIERS
COMPLIANCE BOARD

Access Board Meeting

AGENCY: Architectural and
Transportation Barriers Compliance
Board.

ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Architectural and
Transportation Barriers Compliance
Board (Access Board) has scheduled its
regular business meetings to take place
in Bethesda, MD, on Tuesday and
Wednesday, May 13—14, 2003, at the
times and location noted below.

DATES: The schedule of events is as
follows:

Tuesday, May 13, 2003

9-Noon Passenger Vessels Ad Hoc
Committee (closed).

1:30-5 p.m. Public Rights-of-Way Ad
Hoc Committee (closed).

Wednesday, May 14, 2003

9-11 a.m. Planning and Budget
Committee.

11-11:45 a.m. Technical Programs
Committee.

11:45-12:30 p.m. Executive
Committee (closed).

2-3:30 p.m. Board Meeting.

ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held at
the Hyatt Regency Bethesda, One
Bethesda Metro Center, Bethesda, MD.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
further information regarding the
meetings, please contact Lawrence W.
Roffee, Executive Director, (202) 272—
0001 (voice) and (202) 272—-0082 (TTY).
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: At the
Board meeting, the Access Board will
consider the following agenda items:

Open Meeting

+ Approval of the March 12, 2003,
Board Meeting Minutes.

 Planning and Budget Committee
Report.

+ Technical Programs Committee
Report.

Closed Meeting

» Passenger Vessels Accessibility
Guidelines.

* Public Rights-of-Way Accessibility
Guidelines.

* Executive Committee Report.

* Draft Regulatory Assessment of
Final Revised Guidelines for the
Americans with Disabilities Act and
Architectural Barriers Act (closed).

All meetings are accessible to persons
with disabilities. Sign language
interpreters and an assistive listening
system are available at all meetings.
Persons attending Board meetings are
requested to refrain from using perfume,
cologne, and other fragrances for the
comfort of other participants.

James J. Raggio,
General Counsel.

[FR Doc. 03-10398 Filed 4-25-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 8150-01—P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

International Trade Administration
[A-533-810]

Stainless Steel Bar from India: Notice
of Court Decision and Suspension of
Liquidation

AGENCY: Import Administration,
International Trade Administration,
Department of Commerce.

SUMMARY: On March 18, 2003, in
Carpenter Technology Corp. v. United
States, Consol. Court No. 00-09-00447,
Slip. Op. 03-28 (CIT 2003), a lawsuit
challenging the Department of
Commerce’s (“‘the Department”)
Stainless Steel Bar from India; Final
Results of Antidumping Duty
Administrative Review and New
Shipper Review and Partial Recession of
Administrative Review, 65 FR 48965
(August 10, 2000) and accompanying
Issues and Decision Memorandum
(August 4, 2000) (“Issues and Decision
Memorandum”) (collectively, “Final
Results”), the Court of International
Trade (“CIT”) affirmed the Department’s
remand determination and entered a
judgment order. In the remand
determination, the Department clarified
two aspects of the Final Results relating
to the banding of sales and the
dissimilar treatment of two respondents.
In addition, the Department recalculated
the antidumping duty rate for Viraj
Impoexpo Ltd. (Viraj”’) employing a
modified calculation of neutral facts
available. As a result of the remand
determination, the antidumping duty
rate for Viraj has decreased from 2.5
percent to the de minimis rate of 0.19
percent.
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