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Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at
(978) 465-0492, at least 5 days prior to
the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: November 2, 2020.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2020-24574 Filed 11-4-20; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XA545]

Fisheries of the Gulf of Mexico;
Southeast Data, Assessment, and
Review (SEDAR); Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 74 Stock
Identification (ID) Scoping Webinar for
Gulf of Mexico red snapper.

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 74 assessment of
Gulf of Mexico red snapper will consist
of a Data Workshop, a series of
assessment webinars, and a Review
Workshop. See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

DATES: The SEDAR 74 Stock ID Scoping
Webinar will be held on November 20,
2020, from 11 am. to 1 p-m., Eastern.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
via webinar. The webinar is open to
members of the public. Those interested
in participating should contact Julie A.
Neer at SEDAR (see FOR FURTHER
INFORMATION CONTACT) to request an
invitation providing webinar access
information. Please request webinar
invitations at least 24 hours in advance
of each webinar.

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place
Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston, SC
29405.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie
A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; phone:
(843) 571-4366; email: Julie.neer@
safmec.net

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf
of Mexico, South Atlantic, and
Caribbean Fishery Management
Councils, in conjunction with NOAA
Fisheries and the Atlantic and Gulf
States Marine Fisheries Commaissions

have implemented the Southeast Data,
Assessment and Review (SEDAR)
process, a multi-step method for
determining the status of fish stocks in
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a multi-
step process including: (1) Data
Workshop; (2) Assessment Process
utilizing webinars; and (3) Review
Workshop. The product of the Data
Workshop is a data report that compiles
and evaluates potential datasets and
recommends which datasets are
appropriate for assessment analyses.
The product of the Assessment Process
is a stock assessment report that
describes the fisheries, evaluates the
status of the stock, estimates biological
benchmarks, projects future population
conditions, and recommends research
and monitoring needs. The assessment
is independently peer reviewed at the
Review Workshop. The product of the
Review Workshop is a Summary
documenting panel opinions regarding
the strengths and weaknesses of the
stock assessment and input data.
Participants for SEDAR Workshops are
appointed by the Gulf of Mexico, South
Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery
Management Councils and NOAA
Fisheries Southeast Regional Office,
HMS Management Division, and
Southeast Fisheries Science Center.
Participants include data collectors and
database managers; stock assessment
scientists, biologists, and researchers;
constituency representatives including
fishermen, environmentalists, and
NGO’s; International experts; and staff
of Councils, Commissions, and state and
federal agencies.

The items of discussion in the Stock
ID webinars are as follows:

1. Participants will use review genetic
studies, growth patterns, existing stock
definitions, prior SEDAR stock ID
recommendations, and any other
relevant information on red snapper
stock structure.

2. Participants will make
recommendations on biological stock
structure and define the unit stock or
stocks to be addressed through this
assessment.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the intent to take final action
to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to the
Council office (see ADDRESSES) at least
10 business days prior to each
workshop.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: November 2, 2020.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2020-24572 Filed 11-4—20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XA573]

Fisheries of the South Atlantic; South
Atlantic Fishery Management Council;
Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of a public meeting.

SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
hold a meeting of its Citizen Science
Program’s Projects Advisory Committee
via webinar.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Friday, November 20, 2020, from 3 p.m.
until 5 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
via webinar. The webinar is open to
members of the public. Those interested
in participating should contact Julia
Byrd (see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT to request an invitation
providing webinar access information.
Please request webinar invitations at
least 24 hours in advance of each
webinar. There will be an opportunity
for public comment at the beginning of
the meeting.

Council address: South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council, 4055
Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, N
Charleston, SC 29405.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julia
Byrd, Citizen Science Program Manager,
SAFMG; phone: (843) 302—8433 or toll
free: (866) SAFMC—-10; fax: (843) 769—
4520; email: julia.byrd@safmec.net.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Citizen Science Projects Advisory


mailto:Julie.neer@safmc.net
mailto:Julie.neer@safmc.net
mailto:julia.byrd@safmc.net
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Committee serves as advisors to the
Council’s Citizen Science Program.
Committee members include
representatives from the Council’s
fishery Advisory Panels (AP), Habitat &
Ecosystem AP, and Information &
Education AP. Their responsibilities
include identifying citizen science
research and data needs across all the
Council’s fishery management plans;
assisting with development of volunteer
engagement strategies for recruiting,
training, retaining, and communicating
with volunteers; and serving as outreach
ambassadors for the Program.

Agenda Items Include

1. Update on the Citizen Science
Program

2. Discuss and provide feedback on
volunteer engagement and outreach
strategies

3. Discuss the development of a
volunteer recognition program

4. Other Business

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
auxiliary aids should be directed to the
Council office (see ADDRESSES) 5 days
prior to the meeting.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: November 2, 2020.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2020-24573 Filed 11-4—20; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent and Trademark Office
[Docket No. PTO-T-2020-0043]

Sovereign Immunity Study

AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Commerce.

ACTION: Request for Information.

SUMMARY: At the request of Senators
Thom Tillis and Patrick Leahy, the
United States Patent and Trademark
Office (USPTO) is undertaking a study
of the extent to which patent or
trademark rights holders are
experiencing infringement by state
entities without adequate remedies
under state law, and the extent to which
such infringements appear to be based
on intentional or reckless conduct. The
USPTO seeks public input on these
matters to assist in preparing the study.

DATES: Comments must be received by
5 p.m. ET on December 21, 2020.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
and responses to the questions below by
one of the following methods:

(a) Electronic Submissions: Submit all
electronic comments via the Federal e-
Rulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov (at the homepage,
enter PTO-T-2020-0043 in the
“Search” box, click the “Comment
Now!” icon, complete the required
fields, and enter or attach your
comments). The materials in the docket
will not be edited to remove identifying
or contact information, and the USPTO
cautions against including any
information in an electronic submission
that the submitter does not want
publicly disclosed. Attachments to
electronic comments will be accepted in
Microsoft Word or Excel, or Adobe PDF
formats only. Comments containing
references to studies, research, and
other empirical data that are not widely
published should include copies of the
referenced materials. Please do not
submit additional materials. If you
submit a comment with business
confidential information that you do not
wish to have made public, please do so
as a written/paper submission in the
manner detailed below.

(b) Written/Paper Submissions: Send
all written/paper submissions to: United
States Patent and Trademark Office,
Mail Stop OPIA, P.O. Box 1450,
Alexandria, Virginia 22314. Submission
packaging should clearly indicate that
materials are responsive to [Docket
Number: PTO-T—2020-0043], Office of
Policy and International Affairs,
Comment Request; State Sovereign
Immunity.

Submissions of Business Confidential
Information: Any submissions
containing business confidential
information must be delivered in a
sealed envelope marked “confidential
treatment requested” to the address
listed above. Submitters should provide
an index listing the document(s) or
information that they would like the
Department of Commerce to withhold.
The index should include information
such as numbers used to identify the
relevant document(s) or information,
document title and description, and
relevant page numbers and/or section
numbers within a document. Submitters
should provide a statement explaining
their grounds for objecting to the
disclosure of the information to the
public as well. The USPTO also requests
that submitters of business confidential
information include a non-confidential
version (either redacted or summarized)
that will be available for public viewing

and posted on https://
www.regulations.gov. In the event that
the submitter cannot provide a non-
confidential version of its submission,
the USPTO requests that the submitter
post a notice in the docket stating that
it has provided the USPTO with
business confidential information.
Should a submitter either fail to docket
a non-confidential version of its
submission or to post a notice that
business confidential information has
been provided, the USPTO will note the
receipt of the submission on the docket
with the submitter’s organization or
name (to the degree permitted by law)
and the date of submission.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Laura Hammel, USPTO, Office of Policy
and International Affairs, at
Laura.Hammel@uspto.gov or 571-272—
9300. Please direct media inquiries to
the Office of the Chief Communications
Officer, USPTO, at 571-272—-8400.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Several
Supreme Court decisions have
invalidated statutes that barred states’
assertions of sovereign immunity in
intellectual property (IP) disputes. In
Florida Prepaid Postsecondary
Education Expense Board v. College
Savings Bank? (Florida Prepaid), the
Court found that the Patent and Plant
Variety Protection Remedy Clarification
Act, which had abrogated states’
immunity from patent infringement
suits, was unconstitutional. In College
Savings Bank v. Florida Prepaid
Postsecondary Education Expense
Board (College Savings),? the Court
found that the Trademark Remedy
Clarification Act, which provided that
states could be sued for false and
misleading advertising under section
43(a) of the Trademark Act, was
unconstitutional. This year, in Allen v.
Cooper,? the Court ruled that the
Copyright Remedy Clarification Act of
1990, which abrogated states’ immunity
for liability for copyright infringement,
was also unconstitutional.

In both Florida Prepaid and Allen, the
Supreme Court made clear that Congress
does have authority, in certain
circumstances, to strip states of the
immunity they enjoy under the 11th
Amendment.* Both decisions pointed to
a line of cases, including Fitzpatrick v.
Bitzer5 and City of Boerne v. Flores,®
holding that section 5 of the 14th

1527 U.S. 627 (1999).
2527 U.S. 666 (1999).
3140 S. Ct. 994 (2020).
4U.S. Const. amend. XI.
5427 U.S. 445 (1976).
6521 U.S. 507 (1997).
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